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The views expressed in this magazine are those of the individual contributors, and do not necessarily represent the views
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whilst putting this together after a long day at work.
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Minister’s Letter
7 High Tree Drive, Earley,
Reading
RG6 1EU
‘The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness
has not understood it.' John 1 v5.
Jesus the light and hope of the world, was born
just like you and me as a frail human being. Jesus grew up in a time
when there was little peace, a time of turmoil politically. Jesus grew up
among people who understood his message and many more who just
could not understand.
When we are reminded of the similarities between life 2000 years ago
and life today, we realise that the world still needs the hope and light
that God promises through Jesus Christ – the work of ushering in God’s
kingdom remains. As Christmas approaches we look forward to
celebrating all that God is doing in our lives, the life of our community in
Reading and in the world.
As a church community we continue to support a wide range of
charities in their work of ‘being salt and light’ in the world. Our Christmas
donations of over £2000 will go to support the work of Reading Street
Pastors, St Mungo’s (working with the homeless across the UK) and a
project of the United Church of Zambia. We have been blessed this
year by a number of significant developments at Park URC and it is
great that we are in a position to support others in their ministry.
We begin this Advent with our second Christmas Tree Festival and we
thank all those organisations within our church for their involvement in
this new venture. We pray that the festival will draw many people into
our church to recall and celebrate the amazing love of God. The word
‘Immanuel’ means God with us, which is what Christmas is all about.
Christmas is a time to give thanks to God for the gift of life, the gift of
joy, the gift of peace – that comes through knowing Christ.
During the past year we have welcomed even more community
groups to our halls. The demand for good quality rooms and halls
continues to increase and you may have noticed that advanced
booking of the halls has become essential.
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We are delighted that our Scout group is expanding, with the Scouts
moving to Wednesday evenings so that they can accommodate all
the young people aged 11-14 in that section. We look forward to the
Explorer section (for 14-18 years olds) which is to begin meeting in 2012.
As we thank our amazing God for the ongoing growth of our church.
We welcome four new members into church membership on 4th
December: Augusta Okpoju, Emmanuel Okpoju, Esther Obasi and
Ukonu Obasi. Within our church fellowship there are so many people
who deserve our thanks for their dedication and their contribution
throughout the year. There will never be space in our magazine to
name them all, nor to list all the work that goes on behind the scenes,
day by day. But there is space to say a big thank you to Julie Cameron,
who is such an efficient centre manager and Lorraine Butler, who has
kept our premises clean even with the extra usage!
We give thanks to all who have served as Elders, especially those who
are stepping down from the role of serving elder - Rachel Lee-Johnson,
Maureen Plummer, Doreen Woods and Alan Holmes
In the New Year we welcome those who have been elected to serve
as Elders: Chris Gayford, Yvette Gayford, Dave Jones, Frances
Lancaster and Tim Lancaster. The induction and ordination of our new
elders will take place on the second Sunday in January 2011.
As a church we have so much to celebrate this Christmas and so much
to look forward to in 2012, details of our development plan are in the
church meeting report. I hope that you have time in all the celebrations
to stop and give thanks to God for everything!
Robert
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Church Family News
We send our love, congratulations and very best wishes to June
Waldron, who celebrated her 80th birthday on November 22nd. We
hope you had a happy day.
On Sunday 4th December we shall welcome four new members to our
fellowship, on transfer from other churches: Augusta and Emmanuel
Ukpoju and Esther and Okuno Obasi. We hope that you will be happy
with us.
We remember Maureen and Mick Plummer: unfortunately Mick had to
return to hospital early in November, but is now at home and
recovering. Maureen’s eye operation was successful and we give
thanks for this. Bob Butler also had to have another short spell in
hospital, but is now at home.
Steph Melia has had trouble with a knee ligament, but we are glad that
she is now able to discard her crutches.
We send our love to the Jackson family, and assure them of our prayers;
Ruth’s health is giving cause for concern, but she hopes to have a
better report soon.
It is with regret that we report the death of Nick (John Harold) Carter, at
the great age of 101. He attended Park regularly in the 1990s, following
the death of his wife Phyllis in 1991.
He was born in Windsor in 1910 (his parents were both employed in the
Castle).He served in the RAF as a military policeman, and after serving
abroad, in India and Malta, he was stationed in Scotland and there
met Phyllis. They were married in 1946; after he retired from the RAF in
1961, they lived in various places, before moving 35 years ago to
Dreweatt Close in Whitley.
His funeral was held on November 15th, and his ashes were interred in
Scotland on Saturday November 26th.
We send our sincere sympathy to his daughter Marty Whittle and her
family: Shona and Toby, and his two great-grandchildren. He was very
proud of all of them.
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Letters
Dear Friends
I would like to express my thanks to all who sent me such lovely cards
on the occasion of my 100th birthday. It is good to know that you
remembered me although I can no longer come to church. Also, many
thanks indeed for the truly beautiful flowers – mostly large red roses
which are lasting so well.
I had the card from the Queen!!
Best wishes to you all at Park,
Dorothy Johnson
God Bless you, Dorothy, and congratulations again on achieving your
century.

My sincere thanks to everyone who gave me postcards to submit to
Rev. Thom, enabling him to procure funds for Mission Aviation
Fellowship.
I wish you all Christmas and New Year Blessings.
Linda Adkins
Many thanks to all who supported the Open Doors Cake Sale after
church on November 13th.
We raised a total of £80.
Gaye Rees and Linda Adkins
As has been our custom over the last few years, Mick and I will be
supporting ‘Self Help Africa’ instead of sending Christmas Cards.
We would therefore like to take this opportunity of wishing you all a Very
Happy Christmas.
God bless you all
Maureen & Mick
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Church Meeting Report
At the Church Meeting held on 20th November we discussed a number
of items, all of which had been identified by church members as areas
for development using the legacy given by Eileen Clare Abram. The
elders are delighted that so many people have responded with
creative ideas for the use of the legacy from Eileen Abram.
The first proposal that received unanimous support was to pay off all
our debts – we can pay for our solar panels and the biomass boilers, the
total amount being £33,000. This is great news and means that the
money generated by the Feed In Tariff will go into our annual budget
and can be used for items such as routine maintenance and
decoration.
The next proposal was for the improvement of the church halls’ kitchen
but it was agreed that we need to do more research on the various
options. Therefore, it was agreed that we should set up a working party
to explore a range of options to develop the kitchen facilities and to
bring back further details for consideration by church meeting. We are
certain that Eileen Clare Abram would be delighted in this decision, as
she played a key role in supporting our Lunch Club for many years.
The third proposal that was agreed at church meeting was a
recommendation from our Finance and General Purposes Committee
that we use some of the legacy money to update our fire alarm system
– this is to comply with the recommendation of the Fire Officer who
visited on 20th September 2011 and our own risk assessment. We will be
seeking detailed estimates but it is expected that this work will cost less
than £9000.
There may be other items that we can develop in 2012, once the
kitchen options are decided, but until then we agreed to hold the
remainder of the legacy in reserve.
The church meeting expressed thanks to all who serve as Elders and on
Finance and General Purposes Committee, with special mention of
Maureen Plummer for her long service as Assistant Treasurer. We are
delighted that Claire Connell and Tony Durrant have agreed to serve
as joint Assistant Treasurer.
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To freely give… will I?
Me me me. The root of much of today’s social, economic and political
problems is selfishness. To be more exact, putting me first without taking
consideration about how my action could put others in a far less
favourable condition.
However, I don’t think we should live a life of complete ‘for-otherness’,
for example, shelter, freedom of mind and companionship are basic
capacity of a person. God’s creation order has a relationship logic that
spans vertically (e.g. heaven and sea) and horizontally (growth of
nature). God’s fundamental basis for human is healthy relationships
both to God’s creation order and with others.
I often think of generosity as giving something away without
compulsion. And if you are really generous, then you give more, more
regularly, or both.
The birth of Jesus is an act of generosity of sacrificial proportion. God
gave his son Jesus to the world. Jesus generously obeyed his father’s
will, and acted generously to those around him. He also generously
fulfilled the requirements of the law. This paved the way for God’s
generous “welcome home” call to all of us.
Although we are not in the same place to show generosity as God and
Jesus did, we are called to be generous. It is an evidence of growing in
Christ according to Galatians 5:22.
The way Jesus taught his disciples to pray recounts generosity: God,
please forgive us, and having received the generosity, enable us to do
the same generosity to those who have wronged us.
Generosity sounds like something that happens within a purpose. Giving
something away without much thought does not sound like being
generous, but being wasteful. The widow who gave all away, her two
coins, is being generous for God’s purposes. The widow who gave her
food away to feed Elijah even though that’s her last meal with her own
son is being generous to the end.
Stories are being made today with the church in certain parts of the
world, where Christians showed generosity to their own who are under
grave persecution. This is not only in material terms such as providing
necessities, spiritual support by news and prayer, but also by going
through grave personal danger in order that important items are
page 8

brought to the suffering part of the family. Often a brief meeting is a
generous act of insurmountable proportion for both sides, encouraging
them in their faith, in the maturing of the fruit of the spirit.
Although generosity in itself probably will not cure the world’s problem
overnight, it provides the right framework. A relationship unit (e.g. a
family) that shows generosity amongst its members has great capacity
to forge trust and support, less of I-me-my, more of we-us. It can then
devote its energy to what it should do, rather than on fixing problems
caused by the I-me-my relationship.
In this month when people think more about family and loved ones,
sharing time with those who need friendship and companionship over
the holidays will be a generous act.
It’s traditional that families spend the time together over this period.
Let’s put in more generosity in our acts (e.g. offerings, prayers) and
events (meals, choirs). Do them with the eternal purpose of God’s
coming to us. Open our church to strangers; open our house to those in
need of a warm welcome.
David Wong

Reading-Düsseldorf Churches Interchange
At the Annual General Meeting on November 18th, we decided that
the date of our visit to Germany next year will be Saturday June 2nd to
Saturday June 9th. We shall stay in the homes of our German friends,
and take part in a variety of activities.
We should be very pleased to hear from anyone who would like to join
us.
For more details please contact Doreen Woods (tel: 926 2572).
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Christmas Fair 2011

A very big thank you to all who made this years Christmas Fair and
Christmas Tree Festival such a great success.
At the time of writing over £770 has been received for Church funds.
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Christmas Tree Festival 2011
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Westminster Abbey Service - February 7th 2012
'The Church of England and United Reformed Church are to hold an
historic service in Westminster Abbey, marking a significant step forward
in the development of a shared relationship.
This will take place on Tuesday 7th February 2012 at 18.15, in the year of
the 350th Anniversary of the Act of Uniformity and the Great Ejection, as
well as the celebration of the 40th Anniversary of the United Reformed
Church.
The service, arising out of the joint report ‘Healing of Memories’ which
has been to General Synod and the United Reformed Church Mission
Council, will be a service of Reconciliation, Healing of Memories and
Mutual Commitment.
There will testimonies about martyrs of the past and stories of shared
work in the present, leading to an act of commitment for the future.
Tickets are available from the United Reformed Church Ecumenical
Office, email ecumenical@urc.org.uk. '

Congratulations to Dorothy Johnson
It was a privilege for us to join with many friends and neighbours of
Dorothy to celebrate her 100 birthday. Dorothy has been a member of
Park for many years after moving to Marlborough House, Reading in the
1990’s.
Dorothy trained as a teacher in Newcastle where she grew up and she
continued with her teaching in Reading at George Palmer School.
Dorothy was ahead of her time as a working woman.
Dorothy has one daughter Shirley, three grandsons and three great
grandchildren. Her style, poise and wisdom has remained with her as
you will see from the photograph below.
Once again Congratulations Dorothy on this wonderful achievement.
Yvette Gayford & Vera McPhillips

page 12

Wessex Synod Meeting
High Cross Church, Camberley on November 5th 2011
The business was very varied, with quite a long time spent on financial
matters, especially in view of the appeal by Westminster College for £7
million to fund their re-development.
We were urged to look to the future optimistically, with two resolutions:
one urging us to maintain the number of ministers, and the other to
prioritise church growth. (Robert was involved in both of these).
There were three items on our links with Zambia:
•

The Moderator visited there recently and reported on her
meetings; we have many things to learn from each other.

•

Chandlers Ford reported on their links with a church in Zambia.

•

The Youth exchange with Zambia, 2009-2011, produced a
comprehensive report – I should like to quote some of it as I feel
it is very inspiring:

The group, from four churches: the United Reformed Church, Wessex
Synod; the Methodist Church, Southampton District; the Eglise
Reformée de France, North Normandy Region and the United Church
of Zambia, Lusaka Presbytery, met for three years, visiting England in
2009, Zambia in 2010, and France in 2011.
It was a real pilgrimage that made us discover the depth of hospitality
present in each country. This hospitality reflects the Gospel and has
reaffirmed our calling to be witnesses of Christ.
Our pilgrimage was punctuated by several stops in our countries, where
we met with life-changing experiences. We want to share what we
have received from each other. We are thankful for the diversity and
richness of life that we have been blessed with during the exchange,
by coming together and sharing our lives. When the project began in
2009, who could imagine how far we would come together, as a new
spiritual family in 2011?
Our first camp in England, in the New Forest allowed us to get to know
each other. From staying in the Copper Belt, Lusaka Presbytery, and
Kafue our contrasting cultures and way of living became apparent. In
Taizé we discovered the power of silence and meditation to come
closer both to God and ourselves in daily life.
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During our last camp in France, after three years we have all realized
that we have become one big family, with a genuine sense of
community life. It is a huge encouragement to apply in our homes what
we have learned here.
During these three years we also experienced that participation in the
exchange programme required endurance and encouragement to
grow in friendship and faith. We did not always understand each other;
our language, culture and experience of church vary. These difficulties
helped us to rely more fully on God. In all these things we have learned
that with one heart and one mouth, in various ways we may glorify
God. This was a strong experience. Together we grow in humanity and
faith.
For that reason we encourage our churches:
•

To pay attention to those coming from other horizons and to
practice a real hospitality

•

Not to be afraid to keep an open mind to new experiences and
to welcome them as challenges

•

To introduce silence and meditation time in our worship

•

To strengthen the relationships with other churches around the
world

•

To follow up this experience in new exchanges between
churches

•

To promote a simple way of living in joy

•

To uplift young people, their joy of living, sensitivity and
generosity to create a real sense of community.

Our exchange stops here, but yours just begins. We urge you to actively
explore the recommendations at local, regional and national level!
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Christmas Gift Service 11th December 2011
We shall be pleased to receive gifts at this service, to be distributed to
organisations serving people in need.
Toys (need not be new, but must be in good condition) and presents
will be sent to PACT and to Berkshire Women’s Aid.
Food is always welcomed by CIRDIC, but please avoid pasta if possible.
The Women’s Centre are reorganising their storage facilities at the
moment and would prefer not to have any more tins, etc., at this time,
but they would be very grateful for boxes or packets of sweets to hand
round at their Christmas celebrations.
Doreen Woods

Yoga Classes
Yoga classes are running in the Small Hall on Tuesday evenings from
6.00 to 7.30. The class is Hatha yoga and is suitable for both beginners
and more experienced students, and for all levels of fitness.
Hatha yoga can improve your flexibility, mobility and balance, can
help you feel more relaxed and in touch with your body, as well as
increasing your energy levels. A new term of classes begins on
Tuesday, January 10th.
For further details or to book a place, contact Monica Ashton
(monashton@gmail.com).

...and one correction:
The name of the band, from the Anglican church in Bucklebury, who
played for the Water Aid Ceilidh in October should have read
‘INISHEER’, as in the island off the coast of Ireland in Galway Bay
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December Calendar
Sat
Sun

Wed
Sun

Wed
Sun

Wed
Sun
Wed

3rd
4th

7.30 pm
9.30 am
10.30am

Brass Band Concert
Prayers in the Upper Room
Morning Worship with Holy Communion led by
Rev. Clare Downing, Moderator of Wessex
Synod
Church Lunch
4.00 pm Songs of Praise for Advent at Sutton Court led
by Doreen Woods
7.00 pm Ignite! Evening Worship
7th
9.30 am Morning Prayers
11th 9.30 am Prayers in the Upper Room
10.30am Gift Service and Parade
2.30 pm Scouts’ Christmas Party for Senior Citizens
7.00 pm Ignite! Evening worship
th
14
9.30 am Morning Prayers
th
18
9.30 am Prayers in the Upper Room
10.30am Morning Worship
6.00 pm Carols by Candlelight Service
21st 9.30 am Morning Prayers
7.30 pm Sing Christmas with DRAPES
Christmas Day Service
25th 9.30 am
th
28
9.30 am No Morning Prayers

Rev. Robert Weston will be on leave from 26th to 30th December
inclusive
House Groups meet on several evenings during the week. Please speak
to Rev. Robert Weston, or the Church Secretary, Roger Clark, if you are
interested in joining a group.
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January Calendar
Sun

1st

9.30 am
10.30am

Prayers in the Upper Room
Morning Worship with Holy Communion
No evening worship
Wed 4th
9.30 am Morning Prayers
7.30 pm Premises and Maintenance Group
Sun
8th
9.30 am Prayers in the Upper Room
10.30am Morning Worship with Induction of Elders
4.00 pm Songs of Praise at Sutton Court
Wed 11th 9.30 am Morning Prayers
7.30 pm Elders Meeting
Sun
15th 9.30 am Prayers in the Upper Room
10.30am Morning Worship
6.00 pm Holy Communion with a time of prayer for
healing and wholeness
th
Wed 18
9.30 am Morning Prayers
nd
Sun
22
9.30 am Prayers in the Upper Room
10.30am Morning Worship
12 noon Church Meeting
7.00 pm IGNITE! Evening Worship
th
Wed 25
9.30 am Morning Prayers
Sun
29th 9.30 am Prayers in the Upper Room
10.30am Morning Worship
7.00 pm IGNITE! Evening Worship
Last Day for contributions for the February Magazine

The First Payments!
We have just received the first payment cheques for the electricity
generated by our Solar Panels.
These were £501.87 for the Halls and £531.02 for the Church, making a
marvellous total of £1,032.89.
Alistair Knox
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Church Contacts
Minister:
Rev Robert Weston

home:

0118 926 5003
0118 966 8647

e-mail:

minister@parkurc.org.uk

office:

Church Secretary:
Roger Clark

phone:
e-mail:

churchsecretary@parkurc.org.uk

Centre Manager:
Julie Cameron

phone:

0845 463 6426

e-mail:

centremanager@parkurc.org.uk

Magazine Editor:
Rod King

phone:
e-mail:

Church Website:

editor@parkurc.org.uk
www.parkurc.org.uk
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Regular Activities at Park
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday
Saturday

10.30 am
4.00 pm
6.30 pm
7:00 pm
10.00 am
1.45 pm
5.00 pm
6.45 pm
7.30 pm
10:00 am
10:00 am
2.15 pm
2:00 pm
4:00 pm
5.45 pm
7:30 pm
8.15 pm
7.30 pm
7.30 pm
9:30 am
10.00 am
12.00 pm
2.00 pm
5.00 pm
7:00 pm
7.00 pm
7.30 pm
2.00 pm
2.00 pm
2:00 pm
5:30 pm
6.00 pm
7.15 pm
7.30 pm
9.45 am
6.30pm
9.00 am
9.30am
10.30 am
4.00 pm
7.30 pm

Morning Worship
Holy Communion (1st Sunday of month)
Worship at Sutton Court (1st Sunday of month)
Ignite Coffee & Cakes (in term-time)
Ignite Worship(in term-time)
Monkey Music
Mayfield Singers
Beaver Scouts
Cub Scouts
House groups
Park 60+ Exercise
Happy Feet Footcare (every 3 weeks)
Friendship Club
Reading U3A Yoga (every 2 weeks)
Street Feet Dance
Santosha Yoga
Earley Folk Dancing
Aldbrickham Clog & Step Dancing
Badminton Club (Sept – March)
Housegroup
Embroiderers’ Guild (monthly)
Park 60+ Exercise (12 noon seated session)
Reading Lunchtime Choir
Reading Macular Society (bi-monthly)
Beavers
French Rocks (French Language Classes)
House group
Mostly G&S Singers
U3A Madrigal Society (every 2 weeks)
Active Retirement Group
Reading Abbey Trefoil Group (4th Thurs of month)
Rainbows
Brownies
Guides
Scouts
Zumba Fitness Class
Pilots (Adventurers and Deckhands)
The Allenova Ballet School
Reading Seventh Day Adventist Community
Group
Councillor Surgery(monthly)
Reading Community Gospel Choir
FIZZANG (Youth Club)
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