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Minister’s Letter
7 High Tree Drive, Earley, Reading RG6 1EU
During our wonderful Prayer Week there were a
number of different prayer stations around the
sanctuary – in some places there was the
opportunity to be creative (painting, playdoh
modelling, building blocks), in some places the
opportunity to light a candle and hold someone or
a situation in prayer, in some places the opportunity
to write a prayer.
One of the most moving prayers that I came across
said this, ‘Pray for all who feel they have strayed too far from God,
including me.’ Reading this saddens me, I wonder what that person has
heard about God and wonder what it is that makes them feel so far
from God.
The Easter message is all about God’s incredible love, a love that is
willing to go through all manner of pain and anguish in order to
demonstrate that no-one is beyond God’s love.
The message of the cross is that no matter how far you may feel you
have strayed from God, God has not given up on you – far from it, God
has come to set you free from your prison of unworthiness, of loneliness,
of fear. As Jesus died on the cross he cried out, ‘Father forgive…’ Those
words are for all of us to hear, we are forgiven, and (just as we read in
the parable of the lost son) God stands with arms open wide to
welcome us home. It is our task to ensure that the world knows this truth
that God’s gift of love, of grace, is freely given to all who seek it – noone is beyond the scope of God’s grace.
Sadly the Christian church is not always seen to be as welcoming as the
God we worship! Too often the church is seen as narrow minded, oldfashioned and irrelevant. We have to constantly challenge these
assumptions, to demonstrate that we are broad minded, open to new
ideas and relevant to everyone in today’s world. That is not always an
easy task, it means reviewing what we have grown up with, reviewing
all that we have inherited and asking the question – what is God saying
to us about these things that we take for granted?
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For over one hundred years in our church tradition we have valued the
ordained ministry of women. Yet, women are still undervalued in our
society and under-represented in certain fields of work such as
engineering. Whilst we have some women in ministry I notice that very
few United Reformed Church ministers in the Reading area are women!
Like many other denominations we have a long way to go in seeing the
gifts of women to be released fully within the church.
At the March meeting of the Wessex Synod, with representatives of the
139 congregations in our area, the issue of church growth was
discussed. A resolution was passed encouraging all churches in Wessex
to make church growth a priority.
A further resolution requested the setting up of a day conference to
enable churches to support one another and learn about effective
approaches. I’m delighted that these two resolutions were agreed by
consensus – please pray that there will be an openness to the moving
of the Holy Spirit and that many congregations will allow changes to
enable growth to take place.
In addition to committing ourselves to be a growing church, the elders
also recommended to church meeting that we should work to become
a more diverse church by continuing to cater for all ages.
We have identified that we have limited provision for the under-fives, so
we are exploring the possibility of setting up a parent toddler group and
a mid-week toddler service – please hold these two initiatives in prayer
over the coming weeks.
Finally, let us all keep Jesus in the centre of all that we do, as Lent
comes to an end and the Easter celebrations reach their climax – may
we always show that love and grace of God, that is offered
unconditionally. May we not just talk about the good news of Christ,
may we also express that good news through our lives and our love for
one another (1John 3:11).
Yours in Christ,
Robert
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Church Family News
Family News
On Sunday 4th March, when we received several new members into our
fellowship, we also marked and celebrated a long-serving member:
Sally Kirk completed 60 years in membership of Park United Reformed
Church. Very well done, and our thanks for the long years of service.
Sally had another cause for celebration in March – her 80th birthday was
on March 13th – congratulations!
More birthday wishes and congratulations to Alistair Stichbury, who was
18 on March 6th, and Steph Melia, 21 on March 8th.
We send our love and congratulations to Thelma and Bob Butler, who
celebrated 55 years of marriage on 20th February. Chris and Yvette
Gayford have a seventh grandchild – Sennan, daughter of John-Paul
and Amy, who was born on February 16th. Sennan is Vera McPhillips’
eleventh great-grandchild. Congratulations and best wishes to
everyone.
We are sorry to report that Neil Applegate is returning to Reading from
Africa this week for urgent medical treatment. We pray for Neil, Hilary,
and all the family, and all the staff and students at Siyabusa.
We also remember Annie Hitchcock and Thelma Butler, who are both
recovering from the effects of falls; Sylvia Wise, who is making good
progress; Pat Fuller, and Judith Pritchard.
We send our love and deepest sympathy to Naomi Mugweru and her
family – Naomi’s brother died this week.
Also to Les and all the family of Marion Lee, who died after a long
period of ill-health on February 25th. Les and Marion made a great
contribution to the life of Park when they lived in Eastcourt Avenue. Les
was Assistant Treasurer for a number of years, and Marion was active in
the Friendship Club, and served as Envelope Secretary.
And as we go to press we have heard of the death of Bob Davis. Bob
was a former Venture Scout leader at Park.
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He had been confined to a wheelchair for a number of years with MS.
He recently contracted pneumonia and died during the night of March
18th. We send our love and deepest sympathy to Christine, who has
nursed him faithfully, and to his children Andrew, Rachel and Kirsty.
Doreen Woods

Seamless Baby Hat (using 4 needles)
4 x 3.25mm double-pointed needles
4 ply or DK yarn
Brim
CO 72 sts and distribute to dpns.
being careful not to twist.
k2, p2 ribbing for 6 rnds.

Join,
Work

Diamond Pattern
Rnds 1-3: knit.
Rnds 4, 12: *k6, p1, k5*; rep between *s around.
Rnds 5, 11: *k5, p1, k1, p1, k4*; rep between *s around.
Rnds 6, 10: *k4, p1, k3, p1, k3*; rep between *s around.
Rnds 7, 9: *k3, p1, k5, p1, k2*; rep between *s around.
Rnd 8: *k2, p1, k7, p1, k1*; rep between *s around.
Knit 12 more rnds.
Continue to Crown Shaping below.
Crown Shaping
Rnd 1 and all odd rnds: knit.
Rnd 2: *k4, k2tog*; rep between *s around - 60 sts.
Rnd 4: *k3, k2tog*; rep between *s around - 48 sts.
Rnd 6: *k2, k2tog*; rep between *s around - 36 sts.
Rnd 8: *k1, k2tog*; rep between *s around - 24 sts.
Rnd 10: k2tog around - 12 sts.
Knit one more rnd even.
Cut tail and thread through remaining loops. Pull tight and tie off.
Weave in ends.
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Knitting with the Caring Crafters
I know there are quite a few people who are skilled knitters in our
congregation, but who can’t come to our meetings, so I thought I’d tell
you about our most recent project. It’s one that can be worked in a
short period of time and is not too heavy to knit. If you are not an
experienced knitter, this is a project to widen your knowledge and
knitting skills.
The Caring Crafters have been making small baby hats, cardigans and
cot blankets for premature babies at the Royal Berkshire Hospital.
Once finished, these tiny hats are just big enough to fit a small doll. For
many of us it is hard to believe that such a tiny baby will be strong
enough to survive. But many do, with the care, skills and love of the staff
in the prem unit and their families.
The hats and cardigans we have made will help to keep these fragile
babies warm and the prayers we have said as we’ve knitted will sustain
their families and carers.
It would be wonderful to have more people knitting these little hats so
that we can give a big parcel of them to the hospital, sharing God’s
love through our creativeness.
We have been using a variety of patterns which require you to use
either double ended pins and knit ‘in the round’ which means there is
no seam or two knitting needles and knit a flat piece which is then
sewn up.
The yarn should be very soft, washable and either double knit or 4 ply.
You can choose which colours you use, but please avoid yellow.
Two patterns are included in this article, but if you would like to try some
other hat patterns or you’d like to knit a cot blanket or cardigan, please
contact me on 0118 966 8647.
We have a number of needles which you are welcome to borrow.
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Tiny Baby Ribbed Hat (using 2 needles)
Knitted in DK yarn on 2 x 3.25mm needles
Use any colour except yellow.
Cast on 61 stitches
Brim
Row 1 :*K1, P1, rep from * to last stitch, K1
Row 2: P1, *K1, P1, rep from * to end
Rows 3, 4, 5, 6: repeat Rows 1 & 2 twice more
Row 7: P6, P2tog *P10, P2tog, rep from* to last 5 stitches, P5 (56 stitches)
Crown
Row 8: *K1, P1, repeat from * to end
Rows 9 -24: Repeat Row 8 (Hat should measure 8cm at this point in the
pattern. End with a right side row)
Row 25: P6, K2tog, *P4, P2tog, rep from * to last 6 stitches, P6 (48 stitches)
Shape Crown
Row 26: *K2tog, K2, rep from * to end (36 stitches)
Row 27: *K1, P1, rep from * to end
Row 28: *K1, P1, rep from * to end
Row 29: *K1, P1, rep from * to end
Row 30: *K2tog, K1, rep from* to end 24 stitches)
Row 31: *K1, P1, rep from * to end

Row 32: *K2tog, rep from* to end (12 stitches)
Row 33: *P2tog, rep from* to end (6 stitches)
To Make up

Cut yarn leaving enough to run through stitches remaining on needle and to
sew up sides of hat.
Run yarn through remaining 6 stitches, slip stitches off needle and pull up
tight. Sew seam, weaving in ends to finish.
Glossary:

K: Knit

P: Purl

Rep: Repeat

Tog: Together
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Shaolin Fists Come to Reading!
Shaolin fists Berkshire Kung Fu School is starting lessons at Park every
Tuesday (7.30-930) from May 1st 2012.
The classes will be
taught by Sifu
Matthew Scott who
has over 23 years kung
fu experience and is a
student of the
esteemed
Grandmaster Yap
Leong.
The classes will include
kung fu, self defence
and shaolin fists have
one of the best lion
dance troupes in the
UK.
There is a special introductory offer for new students wishing to join. See
www.shaolinfistsberkshire.co.uk.
Or call Sifu Matthew Scott on 0753 447 0983.

Sounds of Salvation
Sounds of Salvation's live album Nuking The Fridge - LIVE! is available
now. See this video; http://youtu.be/HbrPpoPHN_Q
It is FREE to download at; http://soundsofsalvation.bandcamp.com
Please consider donating some money to our recording fund for our
next CD at the time of downloading.
For more info on SoS www.facebook.com/soundsofsalvation
Michael
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SALT Festival - in pictures
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photos Suzy Weston
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Patience, now!
What do I know about patience? Being patience is really difficult - one
step forward, two steps back!! 2 Cor 12:9 says God’s power is made
perfect in our weakness. Patience is an evidence (fruit) of growing in
Christ. (Gal 5:22) When waiting for something, doubt might set in, or we
get distracted by ill advice. (Job’s friends) The following might be useful.
What do I want? The “certainty” of patience. The more we wait, the
more we say to ourselves this is really, really what I want. We might also
ask others what they think. Grace and humility govern our thoughts and
ambitions. Something that is right and proper (and spiritual) might not
be something God wants us to have, he might have something better
for us to achieve.
Our certainty is God’s presence: “never will I leave you; never will I
forsake you” (Heb 13:5). Reading this in its immediate context confronts
us about where things can go wrong if we ignore God’s presence:
marriage (relationship) and money (ambition).
When do I want it? Now! The “now” of patience. Becoming more and
more impatient: at train station or airport arrival, without information
about what’s going on, I quickly become impatient: when will my
friends appear!?
Ignite-plus housegroup recently studied Colossians. The “how to live as
Christians” (chapter 3) preceded “devote yourselves to prayer, being
watchful and thankful” (Col 4:2), and the purpose for that was to
“proclaim the mystery of Christ”. The text didn’t say that Paul was
working hard and waiting patiently to get out of prison. To make the
best of “now”, he instead did “…prayer… watchful… thankful”. Even in
prison –because of it – he wanted good relationship with others
including being graceful, even to criminals and prison officers.
Well, Paul is Paul! I simply can’t deal with the waiting!! Remember, God
never leaves you, and desires you to grow. Paul also says “join me in
suffering” (2 Tim 2:3), he can’t cope neither! More to the point, we are
soldiers for Christ to ensure the truth of salvation is related to everyone;
we are also like athletes who spend all their time getting fit, and
developing strategies to win. After reaching our goal, the toils and
tribulations we endure earlier become irrelevant compared to the goal
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we achieve. We might look back and realise how much we have also
gained from the journey.
How do I want it? The “urgency” of patience. Paul, despite having all
the qualifications for righteousness, says true righteousness is about
knowing God more and more (Phil 3:10). We started with intimate
relationship with God according to Genesis. We then got distracted,
blamed the fruit, the spouse, the snake, the sibling, the slave masters,
silent mountains and deserts, and on and on. Can’t wait? Taking an
inconsiderate shortcut might hurt others and God will not be pleased.
The urgency of patience lies in realising the real value of what God has
for us. The long journeys we take when we go on holidays test our
patience, but it’s the best time to chat! Having observed the urgency in
sorting out the church’s top floor flat, a key issue concerned the “big
picture” of what we were doing as a community of believers being
relevant to our neighbours, friends and environment.
For Jesus, the urgency of the night lies in choosing to obey his father
and remaining unblemished, no cutting corners for himself and his
mates, so he could complete the atonement for us. As athletes wearing
“Jesus” as our allegiance, the most urgent thing lies in being absolutely
focused in reaching our goal: but when we get to the end, we can look
back and say we have “fought the good fight, finished the race, and
kept the faith”. (2 Tim 4:7)
How do I want it? The “surprise” of patience. What did Josiah do when
he found the Book of the Law (2 Kings 22)? His country’s original goal
was to sort out the temple. On reading the Book, Josiah “turned to the
Lord”. The surprise of the nation’s patience to reach their goal was
finding God himself.
When we encountered a major problem travelling back from Australia
a few years ago, we didn’t know how much more we had to endure.
One of the newest members of the church we attended then came
swiftly to help us. That pleasantly surprised us.
What is the “certainty” of patience for you? How do you deal with the
“now” of patience before reaching your goal? Do you feel the
“urgency“ of patience to relate the gospel to others while waiting?
What have been “surprises” of your patience waiting for something in
the past?
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Job probably didn’t realise there was ever an end to his suffering. God
did not leave him but at the end restored his household, and friendships
with his advisors. The scripture surprised us further with how Job treated
all his children with inheritance. (Job 42) Not knowing when the end
comes is probably the greatest test of patience.
Stay faithful with God, pray about the situation, relate your faith with
others, and God will surprise you.
David Wong

Caring Crafters Prayer
As you knit, you may like to say the following prayer:
Loving and creator God,
Bless my hands as I knit
Bless these needles and yarn that I am using
Bless the baby who will wear the hat I am making.
Give courage, peace and strength to his or her family,
wisdom and guidance to the hospital staff.
Amen
I look forward to seeing your wonderful creations over the coming
weeks.
Suzy Weston
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URC Wessex Synod meeting 4th March 2012
At the Spring Synod we receive reports of the year’s work of the Synod
committees, and make appointments. As always, though, these were
interspersed with “Good news” stories of work and developments at
churches throughout the Synod.
We met at Woking United Reformed Church – the first “Good News”
story: “Buildings that enable Mission”. Lucy Brierley, the minister, and
Keith Bradley, the Church Secretary, told us about their journey from
being two churches on different sites, to their present situation a
refurbished church on one of the sites, reaching out to the community.
It was not always an easy transition: for many it had been a hard,
stressful and challenging time, from the formal coming together in 2005,
after several years of discussions, to the first opening service on 19th
December 2010, followed by an open day for the whole community in
January 2011. It was a £2 million project, funded by the sale of the old
York Road Church and manse, and by sacrificial giving on the part of
the members, and the result is a revitalised church and large hall, with
an extension at the side of the church which is a coffee bar open 7
days a week for all. The buildings are obviously well used, and it was a
pleasure to be there and see all the facilities. The DVD presentation
emphasised the joyful outcome.
The report which caused the most discussion was the one from the
Development and Support Committee, who presented the “Strategy for
delivery of ministry and leadership in Wessex Synod”. In spite of the fact
that this was the seventh draft, and there had been many opportunities
for comment and consultation during this process, the discussion took a
long time and in the end the report was sent back for further
consideration. The basic proposal is for Team Ministry, grouping
churches together, and the main point of contention is the
appointment of Local Pastors, their recruitment and training, given that
it seems to be imposing a further structure on existing ones.
“Commitment for Life” is 20 years old this year, and we had a
presentation from Linda Mead from Church House about the history
and progress of the scheme. It encourages all United Reformed
Churches to take action, pray and give to people across the world. 42%
of URCs take part in the scheme; 75% of the money raised goes to
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Christian Aid, 10% to the World Development Movement and 15% for
administration and grants. Pictures of a trip to one of the local projects
in Bangladesh illustrated her talk. The next Good News story followed
this up: members of Broadstone Church told us of their experience of
Commitment for Life, and showed that it can be an enriching
experience when it extended beyond the giving of money. They have
two suppers a year with speakers, regular reports during worship, and
support social justice issues. Last year they raised £2300.
The third “Good News” story was from the Bournemouth International
Church. This is a Mission Project of the URC and hopes to become a full
member at this year’s General Assembly. Their pastor, Joshua Han, who
is originally from Korea, spoke about the multicultural dimension of the
Bournemouth area, mainly of students. They have a multicultural and
nomadic congregation, with 7500 people in their congregation during
the year, of 70 different nationalities. They run an International Bible
College, and send missionaries to different parts of the world.
From a church that is undoubtedly growing we moved to the final
Resolution of the Synod – that we should address the problem of
Church Growth. Rather than work out how to manage a decline in
membership, we should encourage every church to make growth a
priority. The resolution, proposed by Revs.Rob Weston and Mark
Meatcher, reads in full:
“The Wessex Synod recognises the urgent need to reverse the trend of
decline in church membership and to aim for church growth, to this
end, we encourage every congregation within this synod to make
church growth a priority within their own plans”.
This was passed by consensus, as was a follow-up one supporting the
organisation of a “Wessex Synod Church Growth day conference” in
2013.
Doreen Woods
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April Calendar
Sun

1st

9.30am
10.30am
4.00 pm

Mon
Wed
Thur

2nd
4th
5th

2.00 pm
9.30 am
7.30 pm

Fri
Sat
Sun

6th
7th
8th

3.00 pm

Wed
Sun

11th
15th

9.30 am
9.30 am
10.30am
6.00 pm

Wed
Sat
Sun

18th
21st
22nd

9.30 am

Wed

25th

Sat

28th

Sun

29th

8.00am
8.30 am
10.30am

9.30 am
10.30am
Afternoon
9.30 am

9.30 am
10.30am
7.00 pm

Prayers in the Upper Room
Morning Worship with Holy Communion for
Palm Sunday
Songs of Praise at Sutton Court
No evening service
Caring Crafters
Morning Prayers
Service for Maundy Thursday at Abbey
Baptist Church
Good Friday Service at Park
Decoration of the church for Easter
Easter Morning service in Forbury Gardens
Communion Service followed by breakfast
Easter Morning Worship with Holy
Communion
No evening service
Morning Prayers
Prayers in the Upper Room
Morning Worship
Holy Communion with a time of prayer for
healing and wholeness
Morning Prayers
Elders’ Away Day
Prayers in the Upper Room
Morning Worship
Scout District St George’s Day Celebration
Morning Prayers
Last Day for Magazine contributions
Sponsored Triathlon for South African
Adventure
Prayers in the Upper Room
Morning Worship
Ignite! Evening worship
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Church Contacts
Minister:
Rev Robert Weston

office:

0118 926 5003

e-mail:

minister@parkurc.org.uk

e-mail:

churchsecretary@parkurc.org.uk

Church Secretary:
Roger Clark

Centre Manager:
Julie Cameron

phone:

0845 463 6426

e-mail:

centremanager@parkurc.org.uk

e-mail:

editor@parkurc.org.uk

Magazine Editor:
Rod King
Church Website:

www.parkurc.org.uk
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Regular Activities at Park
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday
Saturday

10.30 am
4.00 pm
6.30 pm
7:00 pm
10.00 am
1.45 pm
5.00 pm
6.45 pm
7.30 pm
10:00 am
10:00 am
2.15 pm
2:00 pm
4:00 pm
7:30 pm
8.15 pm
7.30 pm
7.30 pm
9:30 am
10.00 am
12.00 pm
2.00 pm
5.00 pm
7:00 pm
7.00 pm
7.30 pm
8.00 pm
2.00 pm
2.00 pm
2:00 pm
5:30 pm
6.00 pm
7.15 pm
7.30 pm
9.45 am
6.30pm
9.00 am
9.30am
10.30 am
4.00 pm

Morning Worship
Holy Communion (1st Sunday of month)
Worship at Sutton Court (1st Sunday of month)
Ignite Coffee & Cakes (in term-time)
Ignite Worship(in term-time)
Monkey Music
Mayfield Singers
Beaver Scouts
Cub Scouts
House groups
Park 60+ Exercise
Happy Feet Footcare (every 3 weeks)
Friendship Club
Reading U3A Yoga (every 2 weeks)
Street Feet Dance
Earley Folk Dancing
Aldbrickham Clog & Step Dancing
Badminton Club (Sept – March)
Housegroup
Embroiderers’ Guild (monthly)
Park 60+ Exercise (12 noon seated session)
Reading Lunchtime Choir
Reading Macular Society (bi-monthly)
Beavers
French Rocks (French Language Classes)
House group
Mostly G&S Singers
Hatha Yoga
U3A Madrigal Society (every 2 weeks)
Active Retirement Group
Reading Abbey Trefoil Group (4th Thurs of month)
Rainbows
Brownies
Guides
Scouts
Zumba Fitness Class
Pilots (Adventurers and Deckhands)
The Allenova Ballet School
Reading Seventh Day Adventist Community
Group
Councillor Surgery(monthly)
Reading Community Gospel Choir
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7.30 pm

FIZZANG (Youth Club)

...art from the Park fellowship...
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