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Minister’s Letter
7 High Tree Drive, Earley, Reading RG6 1EU
It’s not often that the newspapers are full of
judgement and legalistic jargon – but the
‘one comedian and his attempts to
tax payments’ seems to have caught the
headlines and to raise the question of moral

moral
case of
minimise
duty.

Many people go to great lengths to
minimize
their tax payments, using many ‘legal’ methods to maximise their
earnings. The difficult question is where to draw the line. Which schemes
are legally permissible, though not morally acceptable, and who will be
the judge?
Ultimately, God is the giver of all that we have and God will be the judge,
but in the meantime we are all called to account.
The issue of paying taxes was raised during Jesus time – but far from being
clear in his response Jesus gives the perplexing advice about giving to
Caesar what is Caesar’s and to God what is God’s.
Jesus may well have been speaking plainly to the crowds – after all they
would have known that Jesus was teaching that God is higher than
Caesar – effectively saying that Caesar was not to be worshipped
because of the kingdom much greater than the Roman empire.
Money and global economics have been very much in our news this past
month and the economic uncertainties of the past couple of years
continue. The impact is felt in every aspect of our lives, as we try to pay for
fuel and food, finding that our outgoings are increasing greater than our
incomes. It’s not just in our personal lives but in the business world, in the
public sector and in the church.
The General Assembly of the United Reformed Church meeting in
Scarborough will be examining potential budget cuts of £600,000 in order
to reduce the projected deficit in the 2013 budget – which will mean
some tough decisions on how and where to make savings.
Please join me in praying that the Assembly finds ‘the mind of Christ’ over
these difficult decisions.

page 3

Shortly after the General Assembly in Scarborough, I’ll be travelling with
the group from Park URC to Siyabuswa in South Africa, where I suspect all
of us will be exposed to a different level of ‘economic challenge’.
Meeting people who live on less than a dollar a day is not something that
we often encounter on the streets in the UK but is more likely in South
Africa. And thoughts of taxation, and what is morally acceptable, turn full
circle.
In countries where there is little formal employment, taxation is only
applied to a few, transactions in cash are difficult to trace and then only
the few are supporting the essential services that we take for granted
(such as education and health care).
In the face of global economic challenges what can we do? We can
continue to trust in God, who has brought us to the place where we are
today. We can pause to reflect on the world in which we live, to reflect on
the forces of the market and the part we play.
We can endeavour to be people who hold fast to principles of justice and
honesty in all our dealings. We can continue to support those who are
marginalised within our society and across the globe.
We can continue to encourage our politicians to place a high priority in
helping those in the most desperate of situations.
Finally, we can be a people of hope because ours is the God of hope
and joy!
Over the summer period may I invite you to join me in praying for those
travelling to serve the world wide church; in praying for those who are
enjoying holidays at home and abroad; and in praying for those who are
unable to take a break this summer.
Yours in Christ,
Robert
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Church Family News
We begin with congratulations to Steph Melia
for two
reasons – first, she has been awarded a first class honours degree from
Reading University, and secondly, earlier in the month she was presented
with a special award by the University in recognition of her work in the
community, including her regular commitments here at Park. Many
congratulations and thanks for all your contributions to our life here.
Mick and Maureen Plummer celebrated their Golden Wedding on June
16th, and we thank them for involving us in their celebrations after church
on Sunday 17th, and at Friendship Club the following Tuesday.
We send best wishes to Brian Mico, Suzy’s father, who celebrated his 80th
birthday on June 3rd.
There are a good many people we should remember; all need our
prayers, but it is good to report progress in many cases.
It was very good to see Neil Applegate in church recently, and to hear
that his treatment is going well.
Judith Pritchard has completed her treatment, and we pray for her
continuing recovery.
Jane Bennett has had more treatment to her back, and is recovering
slowly at home.
Judith Enang is away from home at the moment, acting as the primary
carer for her father while he has treatment for cancer.
Marius Richard has to have heart surgery on June 29th.
Dulcie Payton has had an accident in her care home, and is in plaster
with a fracture at the moment.
We assure all these friends of our concern and our continuing prayers; and
also remember Hazel and Ken Curtis, Pat Fuller, Julia Marsh, Linda Adkins,
and Sue Short.
We send our very best wishes to all the party going to Africa on July 23rd,
praying that their travels may prove a wonderful experience for them all.
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Christian Aid Week 2012
I am very pleased to announce that the final total from the collections this
year was £1392.13, an increase of over £200 on the 2011 total.
This is very encouraging, especially in view of the economic situation.
Our thanks go to all who helped, especially the house-to-house collectors;
and I should also like to express my grateful thanks to Gaye and Ray Rees
and Sally Kirk, whose help was invaluable with the counting and banking.
And thanks most of all, of course, from the people in the poorest countries
of the world who will receive the benefit of your generosity.
Doreen Woods
PS If anyone would like any Sunflower seeds to sow this autumn or next
spring, please ask me. The “Thank you” messages for the collectors this
year took the form of an envelope of sunflower seeds, and we have a
good many over!

Letters
Mick and I would like to thank everyone for their cards and good wishes
as we Celebrated our Golden Wedding.
We had a wonderful weekend and the memories will stay with us for a
long time.
Maureen & Mick.

Very many thanks to everyone for the last stamps left.
These weighed over 3lb (wow!) and my contact gave me £20 towards our
funds, to my surprise.
Please keep them coming.
Peter Short
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July Calendar
Sun

1st

10.30am

Morning Worship with Holy Communion led by
Revd John Lee
Church Camp at Watlington
4.00 pm Songs of Praise at Sutton Court, led by
Carol McCarron
th
Wed 4
9.30am
Morning Prayers
7.30 pm Finance and General Purposes Committee
Friday 6th – Monday 9th URC General Assembly, Scarborough (minister
away)
Sun
8th
9.30 am Morning Worship led by Carol McCarron
Tues 10th
5.00 pm Olympic Torch Event at St Andrew’s URC
Wed 11th
10.30am Morning Prayers
7.30 pm Elders Meeting
73rd Reading (Park) Scout Group 80th Anniversary Event
Sat
14th
Sun
15th
10.30am Morning Worship
12 noon Church Meeting
Followed by Family Fun afternoon, Palmer Park
6.00 pm Holy Communion with a time of prayer for
healing and wholeness
th
9.30 am Morning Prayers
Wed 18
Sun
22nd 10.30am Morning Worship
Monday 23rd – Tuesday August 14th South African Journey to Alathea Bible
College
Wed 25th
9.30 am Morning Prayers
th
Sun
29
10.30am Morning Worship led by Roger Clark
House Groups meet on several evenings during the week. Please speak to
Rev. Robert Weston, or the Church Secretary, Roger Clark, if you are
interested in joining a group.
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August Calendar
Sun

5th

Sun

12th

Tues
Sun
Wed
Sun

14th
19th
22nd
26th

10.30am

Morning Worship led by Michael Penny, Chair of
Churches Together in Reading
4.00 pm Songs of Praise at Sutton Court
10.30am Morning Worship with Holy Communion led by
Rev. Sue Cossey
Party returns from South Africa
10.30am Morning Worship
Last day for contributions for the September Magazine
10.30am Morning Worship. Preacher tba

Wednesday Morning Prayers resume on 5th September

We Need You!
We are looking for anyone that is interested in
with either Rainbows or Guides.

helping

Rainbows are aged 5-7 and Guides are from
ages of 10-14.

the

Both groups meet on a Thursday evening, Rainbows from 6-7pm and
Guides from 7-9pm.
If you are interested then please contact Jo Smith on 01189699263 or
Jenny King on 01189772245.

Kitchen Development News
Our architect Ralph Allen will be busy over the next couple of weeks so
that we can consider his costings and drawings for the kitchen
development at our July Church Meeting.
So please make a note that we will be meeting on Sunday 15th July from
12.00 noon until 1.00pm and the main item on the agenda will be the
kitchen proposals.
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30th Reading Brownies
Everyone celebrated the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee, but no one
celebrated as much as 30th Reading Brownies! We hung up all the
bunting and celebrated in style on our not-so-sunny Pack Holiday in
Cheltenham.
We made many things based on the Jubilee and the Queen, such as
bead necklaces, glass painting pendants, Union Jack pillow key rings, hair
fascinators, jewellery boxes, and decorated porcelain plates; and we
even made our own Union Jack kites.
As well as trying out all these jubilee crafts we also managed to get
outside, even if we did come back dripping from the rain! A popular
activity from our Pack Holiday was the low ropes course where we had to
work in our sixes to try and get as many crystals as we could.
Due to strong winds we were unable to do the archery activity, but we
didn’t let this ruin our Jubilee fun as we did lots of other fun activities
instead. We all kept a diary whilst we were away so that we could write
down everything we had done. Each day’s page had a different activity
such as designing a Jubilee stamp, producing an outfit for the Queen, or
working out the royal family tree.
We all know the Queen for her lovely outfits and after our ‘Design an
Outfit for the Queen’ Competition I think we may see some of ours very
soon at a royal occasion!
As well as celebrating the Queen’s Jubilee we also celebrated a Brownie
birthday. Izzy enjoyed spending her birthday on holiday with the Brownies
and it also got her out of doing the clearing up!
Dressed in our best clothes and accompanied by our royal teddies, we
entered Buckingham Palace for our Jubilee celebration party. We all
made a royal outfit for our teddies so that they could join in the party too!
We enjoyed lots of garden party games at our celebration, such as
hoopla, guess the name of the teddy, Bagatelle and more.
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Everyone sang the
national
anthem,
waved our flags and
ate lots of party food
and cakes!
The evening ended
with a disco featuring
plenty of dancing, a
Pinata full of sweets,
and a performance
from each six of the
pop song routine they had been working on.
Although we had a few eventful moments – such as no food delivery on
the first night and a power cut the next day – we still celebrated with a
great festival for the Queen, and we all had a really fun time celebrating
the Diamond Jubilee.
Heather
King
(based
on

observations from the Brownies)
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The Park Barn Dance - in pictures!
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RE:Discover (Wessex Summer Camp 2012)
For a number of years now, young people from Park URC and Wesley
Methodist Church have gone as a big group to the annual Wessex Synod
Summer Camp. The Camp has always incorporated times of worship,
Bible study and teaching with social time, fun activities and space for
fellowship with other young Christians.
This year, some parts of the programme have changed in order to try and
better enable all who attend Camp to enrich and develop their
relationship with God. This has been done through the introduction of four
different ‘streams’, where the exploration of the same theme (the
prophets, and how they paved the way for Jesus) will be unpacked at
different levels - from a stream aimed at those who aren’t sure about
anything to do with faith right across the spectrum, to those who want to
be stretched and challenged in their understanding of the Bible and faith.
There will be no age restrictions on these streams, and those who come
along will be able to choose which they think is best for them (though
help will be on hand for those who are a little unsure.)
The four streams are just one part of Camp however: there are also
activities including backwoods cooking, abseiling and gum boot dancing
to choose from, campfires, late night movies, worship, and some time for
sleep… all packed in one weekend, from the 13th - 15th July.
The cost of the whole camp is £35 (discounts available to siblings under
the age of 18 from the same family), and we will be arranging for
transport for all those who come from Park URC/Wesley Methodist Church.
Andrew Weston and Roger Clark are both members of this year’s Camp
Planning Committee so will be at the event, and Michelle Mzari will also
be coming to Camp to help look after the group.
For more details or a booking form, please speak to Andrew
(andrew_weston@hotmail.co.uk
/
07526
696482)
or
Michelle
(michellemzari@hotmail.co.uk)!
Andrew Weston

Be a Gospel Church
This term we have been studying the book of 1 Thessalonians.

page 12

For the past few weeks we learnt that Paul writes this pastoral letter to
encourage the young and enthusiastic church in Thessalonica, and to
offer support and guidance to deal with difficult issues and tensions in the
church.
Last week Rob was encouraging us to follow Paul’s guidelines for holy
living in 1 Thessalonians 4. Today’s sermon is the final study of 1
Thessalonians. In 1 Thessalonians 5, Paul is telling us that the day of the
Lord will come like a thief in the night, we do not know when exactly.
As Christians we should be ready, we should listen to God, and we should
respond to His call for us, to be a gospel church. In today’s sermon, let us
look at what 1 Thessalonians 5 teaches us, on the characteristics of a
gospel church which we can remember as three ‘ships’. Full text of this
sermon available at http://fly.to/phebesermons
Phebe Mann

Prospects Charity Store Volunteer Positions
Prospects is a national Christian Charity working with Learning Disability.
We are opening our first Charity Store in West Reading, in mid-July, and
are currently looking to build a team of volunteers to help build this
exciting new project.
Volunteers will be responsible for tasks on the shop floor such as
welcoming customers and serving on the till, as well as tasks in the backroom such as sorting through donations and pricing items. If preferred,
volunteers may choose to work in the back-room only.
Experience is not necessary; If you feel able to offer a morning, or an
afternoon or two each week, or if you wish to find out more, please
contact the store manager, Claire John on 07803 623 361 to discuss
further, or email clairej@prospects.org.uk.
Claire John Charity Store Manager
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South Africa 2012 - update from Team ‘A’
At the time of the magazine going to print, the Park URC South Africa 2012
team has just a month left of final preparations before leaving for Alathea
Bible College in Siyabuswa on the 23rd July.
There are two teams that form this group - Team ‘A’ (the youth team) and
Team ‘B’, (the adult team). In the last edition of the magazine was
information on what some of Team ‘B’ will be doing, so we thought it
would be good to bring you up to date on the plans of Team ‘A’.
Because it will be term time when we will be in South Africa, one of the
main pieces of work for Team ‘A’ is the running of an after school club for
pupils of the school which is attached to the Bible College.
This is particularly exciting it’s anticipated that as many as 200 pupils from
the school may want to take part in it! Though Team ‘B’ will also be
lending a hand with the running of the after school club, the actual
planning and overall leadership of all aspects of it will be left with
members of Team ‘A’ - no small task, but one we’re sure they will rise to!
Alongside the after school club, there will be other opportunities for
members of Team ‘A’ to serve, including helping with various DIY tasks
that need completing and the day to day tasks that being away as a
team create.
With so little time left before we go, we’re entering into a time of great
excitement but perhaps inevitably some nervous feelings are also
creeping in. We’d all be so grateful for your thoughts and prayers before
we go, that our preparations would be helpful for when we are in South
Africa, for all the journeys we will go on, that we would be blessed with
travelling mercies, and for all that we would undertake to be guided and
blessed by God.
The support and encouragement we have received from so many people
at Park URC and beyond has already been immense and a source of
strength, and so we thank you all.
Andrew Weston
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From the Ignite Housegroup
...a study poster of our house groups look at the book of Joel.

South Africa 2012 - Keep in Touch!
Whilst we’re away, we hope to be able to keep our blog
(http://purcsouthafrica.blogspot.co.uk/) up to date so that you can hear
how things are going - there are already a few entries on there, so why
not take a look?

page 15

Wessex Summer Camp 2012 - help!
We are currently in the process of trying to find minibus drivers - if you
might be able to help us out with this, please let Andrew know. Minibus
drivers would not need to stay for the whole weekend.
Andrew Weston

60 Million Reasons to Keep Campaigning
This is Kadiatu from Sierra Leone and her little girl Mamie. They're smiling
because Mamie has just
been
vaccinated
against
pneumonia – the single
biggest
killer of children under
five in the
world.
She's one of 60 million
who are getting the lifevaccinations they need
a massive global victory
helped win.

children
saving
thanks to
you

Last year you were one of
the many
people who signed petitions and emailed MPs to call for enough vaccines
to protect every child, wherever they live, from life-threatening diseases.
Thanks to your efforts and the government's leadership, on 13 June 2011
world leaders committed an enormous $4.3 billion for vaccines: enough to
save
4
million
children's
lives
by
2015.
One year on, the world is on track to save those lives. It's a fantastic
example of how aid works.
Mamie and millions like her wouldn't be protected against killer diseases if
it wasn't for the support of people who care. It's why the actions you take
for us are so important.
Save the Children
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Prospect Park Hospital
Rachel Wadey is Chaplain at Prospect Park Hospital. At a recent meeting
for churches in Tilehurst and West Reading,, she talked about some
aspects of her work. Michael Penney has asked us to publicise some
aspects of her talk, and encourage members to contribute.
When people come into a psychiatric hospital, they are often very
distressed, and for some people, prayer can be a help. I am developing a
religious care resource box for each of our 15 or so inpatient wards, so
that patients can quickly access things to support them in their faith if they
wish. Each box would contain, for example, a prayer mat and compass to
show the direction of Mecca, a copy of the Jewish scriptures and a
prayer book, some Hindu prayer beads and a copy of the Bhagavad
Gita, a Sikh prayer book and beads, and so on.
For Christians, there would be a copy of the Bible, rosary beads, and a
holding cross. I was wondering if Churches Together (or any of its member
churches) might consider financing, or providing, a regular supply of
holding crosses? Thanks to a one-off donation, I have bought them
previously from “holy roses”, which, if you google it, sells holding crosses
made from olive wood from the Holy Land. Each one costs £2.99.
http://www.holyroses.co.uk/p/product/1005179056Olive+Wood+Holding+Comfort+Cross+-+Made+in+Bethlehem/
give you a link to the right page.

should

Christian patients have found these really helpful, giving them a sense of
being held by Christ, and a sense of being grounded; a sense of not
being alone in times of suffering. Holding the cross can be a prayer when
someone has no words. If this has been helpful (along with other things)
for the patient, then when they are discharged, they usually like to take it
home with them. If anyone knows someone local who can make holding
crosses, or if churches would be prepared to order and donate some
whenever the boxes need restocking, I would be really grateful.
Rachel Wadey
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Church Contacts
Minister:
Rev Robert Weston

office:

0118 926 5003

e-mail:

minister@parkurc.org.uk

e-mail:

churchsecretary@parkurc.org.uk

Church Secretary:
Roger Clark

Centre Manager:
Julie Cameron

phone:

0845 463 6426

e-mail:

centremanager@parkurc.org.uk

e-mail:

editor@parkurc.org.uk

Magazine Editor:
Rod King
Church Website:

www.parkurc.org.uk
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Regular Activities at Park
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday
Saturday

10.30 am
4.00 pm
6.30 pm
7:00 pm
10.00 am
1.45 pm
5.00 pm
6.45 pm
7.30 pm
10:00 am
10:00 am
2.15 pm
2:00 pm
4:00 pm
7:30 pm
8.15 pm
7.30 pm
7.30 pm
9:30 am
10.00 am
12.00 pm
2.00 pm
5.00 pm
7:00 pm
7.00 pm
7.30 pm
8.00 pm
2.00 pm
2.00 pm
2:00 pm
5:30 pm
6.00 pm
7.15 pm
7.30 pm
9.45 am
6.30pm
9.00 am
9.30am
10.30 am
4.00 pm
7.30 pm

Morning Worship
Holy Communion (1st Sunday of month)
Worship at Sutton Court (1st Sunday of month)
Ignite Coffee & Cakes (in term-time)
Ignite Worship(in term-time)
Monkey Music
Mayfield Singers
Beaver Scouts
Cub Scouts
House groups
Park 60+ Exercise
Happy Feet Footcare (every 3 weeks)
Friendship Club
Reading U3A Yoga (every 2 weeks)
Street Feet Dance
Earley Folk Dancing
Aldbrickham Clog & Step Dancing
Badminton Club (Sept – March)
Housegroup
Morning Prayers
Embroiderers’ Guild (monthly)
Park 60+ Exercise (12 noon seated session)
Reading Lunchtime Choir
Reading Macular Society (bi-monthly)
Beavers
French Rocks (French Language Classes)
House group
Mostly G&S Singers
Hatha Yoga
U3A Madrigal Society (every 2 weeks)
Active Retirement Group
Reading Abbey Trefoil Group (4th Thurs of month)
Rainbows
Brownies
Guides
Scouts
Zumba Fitness Class
Pilots (Adventurers and Deckhands)
The Allenova Ballet School
Reading Seventh Day Adventist Community
Group
Councillor Surgery(monthly)
Reading Community Gospel Choir
FIZZANG (Youth Club)
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