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Minister’s Letter
7 High Tree Drive,
Earley,
Reading
RG6 1EU
0118 966 8647
Dear Friends,
This year Advent (the time of preparation for Christmas) begins on the
first day of December, meaning that we have 25 days to get ready for
the great day of celebration.
For some people this is a period of frantic activity, for others it is a
carefully planned operation, for many it’s a time of celebration but with
no connection to Christ. So this year’s Christmas services leaflet is a
good reminder that ‘Christmas without Christ makes no sense’.
As always, it is my prayer that in the busy period of Advent and in the
Christmas celebrations, we will all remember that the reason for our
celebration is that God chose to live among us as a human being – this
is the real miracle and the message of Christmas.
This year there seems to have been quite intense competition between
the various big stores and their advertising agents. The vast amounts of
money being spent on these adverts means that they are appealing to
a wide range of audiences. But we mustn’t view Christmas as simply a
‘measure of consumer confidence in the economy’ as some reporters
suggest! Christmas is about the little acts of kindness, the simple
handmade gift, the meeting up with friends and family – the spending
of vast sums of money does not supply a Happy Christmas.
So during this time of preparation, may I encourage you to enjoy some
of the simple things in life? Perhaps a walk around the lakes at Dinton
Pastures or along by the Kennet and Avon canal? Why not send a letter
or a card to a friend that you haven’t seen for a while? Or maybe go
for a wander round Palmer Park and kick up the autumn leaves?
We live in such a beautiful part of England that it is easy to forget how
close we are to God’s creation – let’s make the most of those clear,
crisp winter’s days!
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It is quite normal at the end of the year to reflect on the past twelve
months and to look forward, perhaps even to set some goals or New
Year’s resolutions. Over the past twelve months we have made
tremendous progress with our fundraising for the kitchen development
project and by next Christmas I hope the work will all be completed –
there is a lot to do but I trust that we’ll all be able to help all runs
according to plan. May I also express sincere thanks to all who have
contributed to the project, pledges and donations have increased by
over £5000 in the past month which shows tremendous generosity.
As I look forward to the next year, I think of the many special events that
will be taking place. Our Brownies celebrate the 80th anniversary of their
formation at Park URC and nationally they celebrate 100 years. In
August, I am delighted to be the theme leader at the URC’s Holiday
Forum (a week’s holiday with Christian input and worship) and I’ll be
exploring the theme of Church Growth.
We are so blessed at Park URC to have so many people sent by God;
we rejoice that our student Minister, Joshua Norris, is with us until the end
of May; we give thanks to all who have served as elders in the past
twelve months; and we pray for David Wong, Ted Stichbury, Enala
Bhebhe and Charlotte Blackburn who will all be inducted on 12th
January 2014.
As we go through the season of Advent, may we know the light of
Christ in our lives:
‘Through God all things were made; without him nothing was made
that has been made. In him was life, and that life was the light of all
humanity. The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not
overcome it.’ (John chapter 1, verses 3-6)
May God bless you as you celebrate Christ this Christmas!
Yours in Christ,
Rob
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Church Family News
Congratulations to all those who have celebrated
birthdays in the past few weeks, or are looking
forward to them: Dorothy Johnson, our oldest member, was 102 on
November 13th, and Dulcie Sims is looking forward to a special birthday
on the last day of the year, December 31st.
Robert’s family have had sad and happy occasions during the past
month: his uncle Roger Baker died at the end of October, and we send
our sympathy to all the family; and greetings and very best wishes to his
mother, Pauline, who celebrated her 70th birthday on November 16th.
We acknowledge the service given by the Elders of this church, and
welcome two new ones, Enalha Bhebhe and Charlotte Blackburn, who
will be ordained and inducted at the beginning of January.
We remember all those who are receiving treatment at this time, or
suffering from long-term conditions. Neil Applegate has had to return to
the Royal Berks for further treatment. Julia Marsh had an operation to
remove a cataract on November 20th; Pauline Whistler and Sally Kirk
have both had laser treatment following cataract operations.
Hazel Curtis has been in hospital, but has now returned to the Lakeside
Care Home; Dulcie Sims is recovering after her operation, and Hilary
Campbell has had her cataracts removed successfully. It has been
good to see them both in church recently. We continue to remember
Ray Rees, Margaret and Denis Alder, Jane Bennett and Pat Fuller.
We assure all these friends, and their families and friends, of our love
and prayers.
Doreen Woods
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Student Minister’s Letter
Dear Friends,
May God’s grace, mercy, and peace be with you all during this season
of Advent and beyond.
This month’s letter is written in response to a comment made after a
Sunday morning service some weeks back. In that particular service I
had briefly mentioned the terms “Grace” and “Mercy,” and it was
suggested that I wrote a piece about these terms for the next Church
magazine. After reflection I considered this month’s Advent and
Christmas edition to be a perfect time to briefly discuss these terms with
you. But for this to work my starting point needs to be humanity.
You see, we humans, by nature, mess things up- we get things wrong.
Not necessarily all the time (we do have many good points!), but if we
are honest with ourselves we do have that particular tendency.
Unfortunately, because we as humans have this particular tendency
our relationship with God suffers.
We may ask “Why?” Well, there is a simple answer to this. Let’s think
back to our childhood to a point when our parents laid down a rule
and asked us not to do something. We, in our foolhardiness felt that we
knew best and did it anyway.
The consequence of that disobedience is often a varying degree of
relational breakdown between us and our parents with our parents
saying something like “Go to room” or “Get out of my sight, I’m just so
mad!”
This is also true with God when we get things wrong and sin. So, like any
good parent does in this situation, God issues a punishment. We may
say “That’s unfair!” or “That’s not very loving?” Well actually it is fair.
We’ve done wrong and there must be a consequence.
As for it not being loving, well actually to be disciplined by God in this
manner is extremely loving because good discipline affords us the
opportunity to learn and grow and become more like the person God
wants us to be.
However, humanity’s sinfulness became so bad that the punishment
became very severe - namely death. We no longer were worthy
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enough to have the good will or favour of God, to be in His presence
and receive His eternal life in all its fullness and splendour. But, God in his
love showed us mercy and gave us grace by sending his son Jesus at
that very first Christmas to live, die, and rise again simply to take the
punishment on our behalf so we didn’t have to. As John 15:13 says “No
greater love has no-one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s
friends.” The baby born in the manger was sent to live and die just to
show us, sinful humanity who gets things wrong, that God loves us and
takes our punishment.
So, when I tell you that the term “Grace,” biblically, is tied in with the
concept of obtaining the gift of God’s favour and good will one begins
to understand its importance. Without grace, without obtaining the gift
of God’s favour and good will, eternal life cannot happen. If we do
wrong, God withholds His favour and good will, and thus His eternal life,
from us. But this is where “Mercy” comes in. “Mercy,” biblically, is tied in
with the concept of God’s compassionate reward. In other words, God
gives people the reward or gift of His favour, good will, and fullness of
life because He loves them.
Therefore, when we think about the terms “Grace” and “Mercy” in
reference to God, we are in fact thinking upon Jesus who embodied
God’s compassionate love at that first Christmas so He could live
among us and eventually take our punishment on our behalf and give
us the gift of His favour, good will, and eternal life.
So, to repeat the words of the song I referred to in that sermon all those
weeks ago “Grace is when God gives us the things we don’t deserve”
and “Mercy is when God does not give us what we deserve.”
This my friends, is the heartbeat of Christmas!
May you have a fruitful Advent, and blessed Christmas and Happy New
Year. In Jesus’ gracious and merciful name.
Your brother and servant in Christ
Joshua Norris

Letters
Dear Friends
We wish to thank you all for the cards and your best
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wishes to us both for our Golden Wedding on 26th October last.
We celebrated it by having four weeks holiday spent in the Lake District
and Scotland with friends and family. It has and will always be
a wonderful marriage for us both.
We have shared times of joy, sadness, ill health and contentment
together and had the support and love of our friends and family all
these years, and with God's blessing we pray that we shall have many
more years together.
We regret that for many years we did not attend Park Church for a
variety of reasons. We wish to say to you all how much we have
appreciated
your kindness and support in making us feel
so welcome since we returned to Park Church last Christmas.
May God's peace and blessing be with you all.
Ruth & Alastair Clark.
Dear Friends,
Many thanks again for your prayers and concerns regarding my health
since my setback which was unconnected with the operation.
I am now on the mend and slowly building up my energy levels and
hope to see you soon, best wishes,
Ray Rees
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Remembrance Service
A number of people said how helpful it was to have details of the lives
of the people listed on the Park Church memorial plaque, which were
so well presented in a PowerPoint show by Liz Tait.
Not only did we use this on Sunday at the church parade but Joshua
and I went along to the Monday Beaver Colony, the Cub Pack and the
Wednesday Beaver Colony to share a bit more about Remembrance.
Once again, I would like to record our thanks to Liz for her assistance in
helping us remember the sacrifice made by so many.
Robert Weston

Come and Sing Carols
Churches Together in Reading has organised three opportunities for
people to come and sing carols for the community.
The first is on Sunday 8th December at 1.00 p.m. at Tesco on the Oxford
Road with Reading West Salvation Army Band and Churches Together
in West Reading
Then on Thursday 12th December at 7.00 p.m. we shall be singing in
Broad Street with Reading Central Salvation Army Band and Churches
Together in Reading
Finally on Tuesday 17th December we shall sing at 5.00 p.m. at the
Tilehurst Triangle with Churches Together in Tilehurst
For further information phone Michael Penny (01491-671357).
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The Christmas Tree Festival - in pictures

photos by Les Dray
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The Christmas Fair - in pictures

photos by Les Dray
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One Big Step for Tax Justice
"Nothing is covered up that will not be uncovered, and nothing secret
that will not become known." - Matthew 10:26
Today is a day to celebrate together.
Over 17,000 supporters signed our petition calling on the UK
government to help tackle tax dodging by creating a public register of
the real owners of all companies and trusts.
Yesterday, Christian Aid supporter Mary Ricketts delivered these
signatures to Secretary of State Vince Cable.
Less than 24 hours later the government responded by creating a
public
register
of
the
real
owners
of
UK
companies.
This morning we have taken our biggest step yet towards genuine tax
justice for the world's poorest people.
Of course there is much more to do. In the words of our chair Dr Rowan
Williams: "This was a brave decision by the Prime Minister and his
Business Secretary, who no doubt had to face down many vested
interests determined to maintain the status quo.
"The challenge now will be to ensure that this policy is delivered
effectively and that the poorest people in our world are among those
who feel the benefits." For example we need this standard extended to
the overseas territories, crown dependencies and across Europe.
But for today let us celebrate and remember that we do have the
power to change things and that together our voices are heard.
Tomorrow the fight to end poverty continues.
Your continued
Thank you,

support

has

been

crucial

in

achieving

this.

Alasdair Roxburgh
Churches Campaigns Manager Christian Aid
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Youth Organisations news
Our Brownies will be joining with others across the UK as they celebrate
100 years of Brownies in 2014. At Park URC, the 30th Reading Brownies
will be celebrating their 80th anniversary and we will be having a
special Sunday service in September in order to celebrate together with
the whole church family.
Last month I reported that our Scout group has seen significant growth
in recent years, a 33% growth in membership since 2009. This is down to
the hard work and dedication of our leadership team, with Verity Kemp
at the helm as the Group Scout Leader.
Verity has made a very significant contribution as Beaver Scout leader
and as Group Scout Leader, we offer our thanks and will be marking this
formally at the Scout Group AGM in 2014.

Maintenance news
There are always small maintenance tasks all round our church
premises, over the past few weeks we have replaced fluorescent tubes
in the Large Hall, these required the use of the tower which was also
used to put up Christmas decorations.
For the kitchen, new mugs have been purchased and two new kettles.
An annual inspection of the premises has noted the missing ‘A’ above
the church doors and some work in the back passageway which should
be completed before Christmas.
We are pleased to report that in addition to Lorraine Butler, we now
have a weekend cleaner, Precious Ndlovu; this is a great help and will
ensure that the premises are clean every day of the week. If you notice
anything around the building that needs some attention, please do
inform Julie Cameron, our Centre Manager as she will consult the
appropriate people.
Robert Weston
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Christmas Gift Service 8th December 2013
We hope that you will join us in making a difference to someone’s
Christmas this year. As usual we will be pleased to receive gifts at our
Morning Worship on 8th December, which will be distributed to
organisations helping children and families in Reading.
We realise that many people are having to reduce their spending this
Christmas, but we hope that you might still be able to make a donation.
• Toys (need not be new, but must be in good condition) and
presents will be sent to PACT and to Berkshire Women’s Aid.
• Food: tins, packets of soup etc, tea, coffee, biscuits, sugar are
always welcomed by the Churches in Reading Drop-In Centre,
the Women’s Centre and Readifood food bank.
• The Drop-In Centre have also asked for handwash, kitchen towels,
shaving foam, toothpaste and brushes, disposable razors,
shampoo and shower gel.
• Readifood are grateful for baby food (in tins), nappies, soap and
shower gel.
All these gifts will be very gratefully received. We hope to see you at
the morning service on December 8th, but gifts can be brought in the
evening or before the date if necessary.
Thank you for your generosity.

The Plight of Christians in Syria
Come and hear the latest news from Rev Tim Clark, a URC Minister in
North London.
The venue is St Andrews Church, Reading on Wednesday 4 December
at 7 pm, organised by the Synod’s World Church Group. There will also
be time for a Q&A session.
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Park Toddler Group news
The toddler group will be sharing the Christmas story on Monday 16th
December, usual time 9.30am – 11.15am.
Everyone is welcome to come along and enjoy the mince pies and
Christmas story (dressing up is optional).
Suzy Weston, Judith Enang, Abby Jenner & Julie Holmes

Kitchen and Halls Redevelopment
The November Church Meeting heard the latest news about our project
to develop the kitchen facilities, to improve the David’s Hall and to
update our fire alarm system. Since September we have applied to the
following Trust Funds:
•
•
•
•
•
•

The Earley Charity
The Bernard Sunley Charitable Trust
The Englefield Charitable Trust
The Cumber Family Charitable Trust
The Maurice and Hilda Laing Trust
The Edgar Milward Trust

Some trusts only meet quarterly and it may be some time before we
hear the outcome of these applications, we do know that the Earley
Charity trustees met on 27th November.
At the Church Meeting it was proposed that a further application for
Wessex Synod funding should be pursued; it was proposed that an
application for a grant of £39,000 would be made in time for
consideration at their January 2014 meeting, this is in line with the
Wessex Synod policy of funding up to 20% of mission projects.
Dave Jones will be heading up the Project Team and Robert Weston will
be heading up the fundraising team, both teams will be reporting back
through the usual channels i.e. through Elders’ and Church Meetings.
Robert Weston
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Services at Sutton Court
We have held a “Songs of Praise” service at Sutton Court sheltered
housing complex in Culver Lane for many years, but in view of the
anticipated closure of the building, we held our final service there on
November 3rd.
We were delighted to receive a Thank You card from the remaining
residents:
A big thank you to all our friends at the Park United Reformed Church,
for coming one Sunday every month for 21 years to take the special
services of “Songs of Praise”. A service which gave many residents at
Sutton Court, both past and present, so much pleasure.
Thank you Robert, and all the people of Park URC for your love and
kindness. We are going to miss you very much: God bless you all. I have
enjoyed your company and the services. Best wishes to you all. Best
wishes and many thanks.
Connie; Joan; Jenny and Mike; Barbara.
Thank you all very much, for your good wishes, and also for the tea,
biscuits and cake which you have provided after services recently. We
shall miss you too, and wish you every blessing in your new homes.

Palmer Park Prayer Walk
At a retreat centre in Romsey I came across a simple idea which I think
we could adapt for Palmer Park. The idea is to produce a guided walk
leaflet, with suggestions of places to pause and pray.
The leaflet would be free for people to take, we could have them
available inside Park URC halls and in the Library. If you have any ideas
or suggestions for the leaflet please see me or drop me an email
(minister@parkurc.org.uk).
I’ll also need some willing volunteers to do a ‘test run’ when the leaflet is
drafted – again, please let me know if you would be able to help out.
Robert Weston
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December Calendar
Sun

1st

Tue
Wed

3rd
4th

Sun

8th

Wed

11th

Sun

15th

Wed
Sun

18th
22nd

Wed
Sun

25th
29th

9.30 am
10.30am
7.00 pm
2.15 pm
9.30 am
7.30 pm
9.30 am
10.30am
3.00 pm
7.00 pm
9.30 am
7.30 pm
9.30 am
10.30am
9.30 am
9.30 am
10.30am
3.00 pm
6.00 pm
9.30 am
10.30am

Prayers in the Upper Room
Morning Worship with Holy Communion
Church Lunch
Ignite! evening worship
Friendship Club Christmas Party
Morning Prayers
SALT leaders meeting
Prayers in the Upper Room
Gift Parade Service
Senior Citizens Christmas Party, organised by the
Scout Group
Ignite! Christmas Service
Morning Prayers
Finance and General Purposes Committee
Prayers in the Upper Room
Morning Worship
Morning Prayers
Prayers in the Upper Room
Morning Worship
Living Nativity with real animals at Wesley
Church
Carols and Reading by Candlelight
Christmas Day Service
Morning Worship

House Groups meet on several evenings during the week. Please speak
to Rev. Robert Weston, or the Church Secretary, Roger Clark, if you are
interested in joining a group.
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January Calendar
(Service details to be confirmed)
Sun

5th

Tues
Wed

7th
8th

Sun

12th

Wed

15th

Sun

19th

Wed

22nd

Fri/Sat
Sun

24/25th
26th

9.30 am
10.30am
2.15 pm
9.30 am
7.30 pm
9.30 am
10.30am

Prayers in the Upper Room
Morning worship with Holy Communion
Friendship Club restarts
Morning Prayers
Premises and Maintenance Group
Prayers in the Upper Room
Morning Worship with ordination and
induction of Elders
6.00 pm Holy Communion with a time of prayer for
healing and wholeness
9.30 am Morning Prayers
7.30 pm Elders Meeting
9.30 am Prayers in the Upper Room
10.30am Morning Worship
7.00 pm Ignite! evening worship
9.30 am Morning Prayers
Final date for material for the February magazine
Anderson Scout Group Pantomime
9.30 am Prayers in the Upper Room
10.30am Morning Worship
12 noon Church Meeting
7.00 pm Ignite! evening worship
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Regular Activities at Park
Sunday

1.00 pm
3.00 pm
6.30 pm
7:00 pm

Worship
Young people’s groups & Crèche facilities
Holy Communion (1st Sunday)
Church of Zimbabwe International
Newlife Celebration Tamil Church
Ignite Coffee & Cakes (in term-time)
Ignite Worship(in term-time)

Monday

9.30 am
10.00 am
1.45 pm
5.15 pm
6.45 pm
7.30 pm
8.00 pm

Park Mother & Toddlers Group
Monkey Music
Mayfield Singers
Beaver Scouts
Cub Scouts
Housegroup
Bujinkan Martial Arts

Tuesday

10:00 am
10:00 am
2.15 pm
2:00 pm
4.30 pm
5:00 pm
7:30 pm
7.30 pm
7.30 pm
7.30 pm
8.15 pm

Park 60+ Exercise
Happy Feet Footcare (every 6 weeks)
Friendship Club
Reading U3A Yoga (every 2 weeks)
Indian Dance Classes
Street Feet Dance
Earley Folk Dancing
Shaolin Fists Martial Arts
Badminton Club (Sept – March)
Housegroup
Aldbrickham Clog & Dance Group

Wednesday

9:30 am
10.00 am
12.00 pm
2.00 pm
5.30 pm
5.30 pm
7.00 pm
7.30 pm

Embroiderers’ Guild (monthly)
Park 60+ Exercise (12 noon seated session)
Reading Lunchtime Choir
Reading Macular Society (bi-monthly)
Beavers
First Class Learning
Scouts
Mostly G&S Singers

Thursday

11.00 am
2.00 pm
2.00 pm
2:00 pm
5:30 pm
5.30 pm
7.15 pm
7.15 pm
7.30 pm

Zumba Gold (Age UK)
U3A Madrigal Society (every 2 weeks)
Active Ageing
Reading Abbey Trefoil Group (4th Thurs of month)
Brownies
Rainbows
Guides
Senior Guides
Housegroup

Friday

9.45 am
6.30pm
9.00 am
9.30am
4.00pm
7:00 pm

Zumba Fitness Class
Pilots
The Allenova Ballet School
Reading Seventh Day Adventist Community Group
Reading Community Gospel Choir
Footloose Line Dancing Group

Saturday

10.30 am
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...and a Very Happy Christmas to you all
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