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Minister’s Letter
7 High Tree Drive, Earley, Reading RG6 1EU
Dear Friends,
Lent is the period of forty days leading up to
a time when we remember Jesus in the
and the challenges he faced when he was
The Bible tells us that Jesus was led by the
Spirit into the desert and didn’t eat for the
he was there.

Easter,
desert
there.
Holy
time

I wonder how you feel when you are hungry. Does your stomach
grumble? Does it growl? Imagine not eating for 40 days! You can read
the whole story in Luke 4 verses 1-13. As Jesus didn’t eat for 40 days,
Christians often like to remember this story by giving up something
themselves during Lent. It could be chocolate or watching television. By
doing this we try and make more room for God and to be nearer to
God.
As I have suggested in other years, why don’t you go a step further and
not only give something up but give something out to someone else? I
have come across a new resource for Lent – called the ’40 acts
challenge’ the idea is to carry out simple acts of giving and kindness
throughout Lent.
All those who sign up on the website www.40acts.org.uk will receive a
daily email suggesting an action. There is a wall chart that you can print
off for children with 40 age appropriate actions. So people of all ages
can be involved. I wonder if you will complete 10 of the 40 acts. Or will
you do all 40? It doesn’t matter – just make sure that the acts you do,
and done well. I hope this is a resource that you find helpful as we
move towards Easter.
At our Holy Communion service in February we will receive another new
member into church membership, Michael Bhebhe. The number in our
fellowship is not really significant in the kingdom of God, the
significance is that we are helping people to deepen their relationship
with Jesus Christ.
Church membership is a sign of commitment to a fellowship, it is a
public declaration of faith and it is a marker on the journey of faith.
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The work of preparing for our new kitchen has begun with the successful
installation of a three phase electricity supply being installed in January
– even the snow and ice did not delay this work which marks a small
step
towards
the
major
transformation of our catering
facilities.
There will be further details in this
magazine about the campaign
ENOUGH FOOD FOR EVERYONE
This campaign was launched in
Reading on 25th January and it
good to hear words of support
MPs Rob Wilson and Alok
Sharma, in addition to the Mayor
Reading Councillor Jenny Rynn,
Bishop
of
Reading,
Bishop
Andrew Proud and our local
Councillor Rob White.

IF…
was
from
of
the

Part of the gospel message is
about
caring for our neighbours and
across
the world we know that one in eight people is in extreme poverty – a
situation that does not have to continue because there is enough food
for everyone IF we will just commit ourselves to sharing it successfully!
So this month, as we enter the time of preparation called Lent, may we
prepare our hearts and minds to be open to God’s word, open to Jesus
call on our lives and open to the Holy Spirit to lead us into a deeper
relationship with God.
May our welcome be radical like Jesus; embracing all, not just during
Lent but throughout the year.
Yours in Christ,
Robert
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Church Family News
Although it seems quite a long way away
we thank all those – friends, former members
ministers of this fellowship – who sent greetings at Christmas.

now,
and

Congratulations to Richard Brighton, who was awarded the MBE in the
New Year’s Honours list. Richard founded Brighton’s, the chain of local
newsagents, and the award acknowledges his work and the
contribution local shops make to the community.
We wish Chris and Yvette Gayford well in their new home in Grovelands
Road, Spencers Wood, where they moved just before Christmas.
Congratulations to our Guide Leader, Vicky Fantham, on her
engagement. We wish her and Matt every blessing for the future.
As we remember the work of the Street Pastors in many towns and cities
across the country, we congratulate Andrew Weston on being
accepted as part of the Street Pastors team in Southampton.
We remember all those who are receiving treatment at this time. Neil
Applegate has finished his treatment and will await the result of a scan
next month; Linda Adkins is improving, but more slowly than she would
like; John Wise is waiting for a decision about possible heart surgery.
We pray for all these friends, and also for Jane Bennett, Pat Fuller and
Sue Thompson’s father.
We also remember those living in care homes, and their families: Hazel
Curtis and Ianthe Chaitoo; and the residents of Sutton Court, who wait
for news of their future.
Doreen Woods
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Church Secretary’s Annual Report 2012
Looking back at my previous reports I realise that this is my 5th annual
report. I find it hard to believe that I have been in this role for 5 years; I
have certainly enjoyed my time so far and it continues to be a privilege
to serve you in this way. While looking through my reports I have noticed
that they have got longer each year. I will try to reverse that trend this
year!
2012 has been a very interesting, exciting and busy year. With all the
pomp and ceremony of the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee celebrations in
June and then the wonderful couple of weeks watching 240 nations
compete in one of the most memorable Olympic Games so far. I was
really uplifted to join nearly 1000 people at Loddon Valley Leisure
centre at an event organised by our local churches to celebrate the
opening of the Games. The Olympics were followed closely by the
inspirational Paralympics.
2012 has also been a special year for the party of 22 people from our
church who undertook a mission project to South Africa. Many of us
enjoyed helping them to raise funds with several events; a church lunch
in January set the scene and explained what the mission project was all
about, then a Pancake and Quiz evening, a sponsored Team Triathlon
and a BBQ with barn dance. We were able to follow their activities in
South Africa, as they posted a daily blog on the web. Since their return
we have heard many stories and seen many pictures of their exploits. It
has been a wonderful time and a blessing to be able to share all that
has been achieved in Siyabuswa, in Grace Christian School, Alathea
Bible College and Hope Church.
During the course of the year it has been a pleasure to welcome many
people into our church, there seem to be new faces almost every
week. Through the year we have received seven new members, in
March; Steph Melia, Nicola Werro and Mark Bennett joined by
profession of faith while Zibusiso, Enala and Lorraine Bhebhe transferred
their membership to us. In May, Jane Bennett also transferred her
membership; this had been delayed from March due to her continuing
back problems.
Hannah Trout became a member by profession of faith in November
after making her decision whilst with the group visiting Siyabuswa. We
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praise God that new people come and join our fellowship to join with us
as we try to fulfil our calling. In June, Rachel Lee-Johnson transferred
her membership to Thatcham URC where she joins in helping John.
Rachel will be missed both for her skills as a musician and as a close
friend to many but I am sure she will keep in contact.
It is with sadness that we remember those members who are no longer
with us. Dick Dowling a long time member of Park passed away on the
8th January. Bob Davies who had suffered so long with Multiple Sclerosis
passed away on the 18th March. Annie Hitchcock, who had just
reached her 101st birthday, passed away on the 3rd August and finally
Barbara Haydon , mother of Pam Booth, passed away on the 3rd of
September. The combined membership of these 4 members was over
110 years. We thank God for the blessing that each of these brought to
the life of this fellowship.
At the last church meeting in 2012 we transferred 7 members from our
active membership list. The number of members at the beginning of the
year was 119 and the number at the end of the year is at 115.
Apart from all the additional events last year to raise funds for the South
Africa Mission Project it was lovely to be able to repeat events that we
had held before.
At the end of February and beginning of March we held another 12/7
week of prayer. Again the church was open from 9am until 9 pm every
day for the week. This linked in with Tearfund’s global 24/7 Prayer Week
called ‘One Voice’ during which churches all over the world were
encouraged to pray for people who are less fortunate than themselves
and to give thanks for God’s many blessings. The whole church
sanctuary was transformed into a peaceful, reflective, thought
provoking, prayer provoking environment. The were prayer stations
where you could read, listen, paint, knit, weave or just sit quietly. Thanks
are due to Carrie King for organising it and to the large band of people
who volunteered helped as stewards at the event.
In June, for the third year running we had a weekend church camp. We
returned again to the site in Watlington. It was a time of relaxation, fun
and fellowship. It is a real blessing to be able to have time to sit and talk
and share with each other. There were plenty of games to be played
and again we trekked up the hill to fly kites. I am sure that the hill gets
steeper each year! But from the top are wonderful views of Oxfordshire
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and Berkshire. Geography was not a strong gifting with a group I was
with, as there seemed to be several different ideas as to the direction of
Didcot! On Sunday morning we all joined together for worship and
communion.
It is amazing just how many different events there are taking place
during the week on our church premises. Many, many thanks are due to
our Centre Manager Julie Cameron for the time and effort she puts in to
release the potential of our premises. As the building is now used so
much, thanks are also due to our cleaner, Lorraine Butler who works
tirelessly each morning to ensure our premises are clean and tidy for all
the users.
Many of our church related activities continue each week. The Caring
Crafters, started in 2011 is still meeting regularly. A new group started
last year was a Parents and Toddlers group on a Monday morning. It is
not just parents that come along, we have carers and even
grandparents. Freya and I have been enjoying ourselves immensely.
Some weeks we have been really busy and each week there are new
people coming with a number of regulars too. These are early days for
the Toddler group but this is a wonderful way to reach out to our local
community.
Our buildings are well used, they are also getting older. It is time that
some changes are made. During the year, at church meeting’s request
we have been looking at ways in which we can bring up to standard
and enhance our kitchen facilities. Huge thanks are due to Dave Jones
for the considerable effort he has put into this project. Meetings were
organised back in January to enable anyone who had an interest to
meet so that the broadest range of opinions could be gleaned. Dave
has worked with M&E consultants and architects to draw up the best
possible plans for our way forward.
This year we will see those plans progress, as we move forward with
these much needed modifications to our premises that represent a
significant investment in our future. We must also thank Dave for all the
work he has done with the upkeep and general maintenance of the
building. Many thanks too to Charlotte Blackburn and the summer grass
cutters for the wonderful condition of the gardens around our premises.
This year we saw another first, for the first time we had a joint Elders’
Away Day, meeting with the Elders from St Andrew’s, Grange and
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Tilehurst URCs. We had a very interesting day together exploring our
differences, our strengths and weaknesses. We are also starting to
explore ways in which we can start working together more in future
years.
As you may have read in the Church Magazine, the Wessex Synod is
looking at ways that churches may be able to group together for
Pastoral Support in the future. If you would like to know more about this
there is an open meeting at Grange United Reformed Church on the
31st January.
This year marks the 10th Anniversary of Robert accepting our call to him
to become our Minister; we have been truly blessed by Robert’s
leadership, guidance, teaching and pastoral care. As Robert will be
completing 10 years of ministry this year, he will be taking a 3 month
sabbatical during June, July and August. Robert will be touring the
significant European sites linked to the European Reformation; places of
significance to Martin Luther, Jean Calvin and Ulrich Zwingli.
We have a great deal to be thankful for at Park URC; we have a thriving
fellowship, meeting not only at church on Sundays but through the
week at the various house groups. There is always room for new
members in our house groups. We are also blessed to have so many
children and young people in our SALT groups and we would welcome
more willing leaders.
In conclusion, God is still talking to us, God is still working with us and
God has many plans for us. It is to God’s glory that we are here to serve
him.
Roger Clark

February Calendar
Sun

Wed

3rd

6th

9.30 am
10.30am
4.00 pm
7.00 pm
9.30 am
7.30 pm

Prayers in the Upper Room
Morning Worship with Holy Communion and
reception of new members
Songs of Praise at Sutton Court
Ignite! worship
Morning Prayers
Finance and General Purposes Committee
(Finance and Strategy)
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Fri – Sun 8th–10th Minister away at Youth & Children’s Work Committee
Sun
10th 9.30 am Prayers in the Upper Room
10.30am Morning Worship led by Rev. Alan Holmes
6.00 pm Ignite! worship
Wed 13th 9.30 am Morning Prayers
7.30 pm Elders Meeting
Sun
17th 9.30 am Prayers in the Upper Room
10.30am Morning Worship
7.00 pm Ignite! worship
Wed 20th 9.30 am Morning Prayers
Sun
24th 9.30 am Prayers in the Upper Room
10.30am Thinking Day Church Parade (tbc)
7.00 pm Ignite! worship
Wed 27th 9.30 am Morning Prayers
Thur 28th 7.30 pm Meeting to plan Christmas Fair 2013.

Tools for Change
If you are between 16‐25 and connected with a United Reformed
Church, come and be inspired and equipped to challenge injustice
and become a part of a fairer world.
9th‐10th March 2013 Crossways Conference Centre, Yardley Hastings,
Northamptonshire.
Miriam Webb: mwebb@christian‐aid.org
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Commitment for Life News - Bangladesh
Success stories are great and the Basundhara Mohila Somobay Samity
Limited Forum is testimony to the tremendous work of Christian Aid
partner, Christian Commission for Development in Bangladesh.
Based near Koligram in SW Bangladesh, Basundhara Mohila Somobay
Samity Limited Forum is well established and would describe itself as
independent and self reliant. They can grant their own micro- credit
loans which are used to start small businesses such as cow rearing and
buying land or sending children to college and university. They see
themselves as advocates for the rights of women and have been able
to get government benefits for those more vulnerable.
Their President, Usha Rani Baroi, explained how all this had not been
possible when they were formed in 1997.
“Then we could just manage to contribute 40 taka a month. This gave
us 480 taka monthly to give to one person to use for a worthwhile
scheme. Before we did not know many things, now we can grant credit
loans as we have savings.”
Today, each year, Forum members receives a dividend depending
upon how much they have a saving in the credit scheme. They have
learnt to work together too. An excellent example of this is getting
together to cater for special events such as weddings. Although they
do not need help from CCDB they have been offered training in
management and support for their work on government entitlements.
Many of the women say the same thing “CCDB had made us self reliant
through basic training.” The group are now training others with the skills
they have learnt from CCDB.
The Vice Chair said, “CCDB has supported us through development
work, including work on sanitation and road construction, which we
wanted. However, now I know the government should be doing this.”
This is what development is all about; empowerment and self reliance.

Letters
I am writing to thank you very sincerely for
donation of £600 received over Christmas.
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your

Gifts of this size really do help us to budget for the forthcoming year.
As you will be aware ReadiFood is having to expand at a very fast pace
in order to meet what is sadly a rapidly increasing need across the
town.
That is putting a strain on our administration, which in turn leads to the
need to increase staffing hours.
Although we rely heavily on volunteers, there are some things which
simply have to be done by paid staff.
The church’s donation will go a long way towards us being able to do
that.
Malcolm Peirce - Director, ReadiFood

Chris and Yvette Gayford have moved!
Many thanks to all for your good wishes on our move to leafy Spencers
Wood.
Our new address and telephone number are:Froxfield,
10 Grovelands Road,
Spencers Wood,
Reading, RG7 1DP
Telephone number 0118 9889477
Chris and Yvette
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Enough Food For Everyone If…
‘If there’s enough food for everyone, why hasn’t
everyone got enough food?’
This is the question being asked across the nation
by people from all sorts of backgrounds and
persuasions. More than 70 organisations, including Christian Aid,
CAFOD, Tearfund, Church of England, Oxfam, Save the Children etc,
are joining together to make 2013 a year in which there is dramatic
progress towards ending the global hunger crisis. The campaign was
launched in London on January 23rd and there have been regional
launches across the nation, including our own in Reading on January
25th.
Throughout the year we will be taking advantage of the fact that the
UK has taken over the presidency of the G8 and will be hosting the
summit in June in Northern Ireland. British politicians are also currently
involved in the UN High-Level Panel on Post-2015 Development
Agenda. Against a backdrop of our own economic uncertainties it is
important to make it known that fighting global poverty is still important
to many of us and we are determined that IF there’s enough food for
everyone, then everyone should have enough food.
Different organisations and groups will be highlighting different aspects
of this and campaigning on different aims within the overall goal.
So look out for the IF logo on the media, in local and national
advertising and projects, in literature put out by the organisations that
you support, and in your own church. Get involved and encourage
others to get involved.
For more information
www.enoughfoodif.org

contact

Robert

and

visit

the

website

PS You can read the news item on the URC website:
http://www.urc.org.uk/news/1029-major-new-campaign-to-tacklehunger-launched-today.html and you can sign up to show your support
and receive regular information: www.enoughfoodif.org
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Women’s World Day of Prayer
Friday March 1st 2013
The theme of this year’ service is “I was a
stranger and you welcomed me”. The service
has been prepared by the women of France
and reflects the diverse ethnic origins of the
people of modern France.
Arrangements for the service in Earley are still being finalised, but we
hope that it will be held in Lower Earley Baptist Church at 2 pm.
Please watch the noticeboards and service leaflet notices for more
details.
There will also be a service at 10.30 am on the same day, at the Minster
Church of St Mary the Virgin, The Butts, Reading.

Fairtrade Goods
I am now checking and ordering the Fairtrade tea
coffee and sugar and also the fruit squashes for
the church in the cupboard in the kitchen.
If anyone notices supplies are running low they
are welcome to contact me although spare tins
of coffee are kept in the church office.
Equally if anyone wishes to order any
Fairtrade/Traidcraft goods I am happy to oblige.
Please encourage any groups you might attend at the church to
consider using Fairtrade products when supplying refreshments.
Gaye Rees
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Christianity, Capitalism & the poor - where’s the good news?
This was the title and theme of Loretta Minghella’s chaplaincy annual
lecture at Reading University this week.
Having a background from working as a lawyer and at the FSA during
the debt crisis in 2006-2007 she was highly qualified to speak on these
issues, as her job involved borrowing millions to shore up the banks after
the Lehman collapse in USA including of course our own British banks.
She explained Christian Aid does not try to convert but lead by an
example of helping people, of any background/gender and faith to
live better and to have choices.
She spoke of her visits to Nairobi where she witnessed poverty in a slum
dwelling. A lady was looking after her nephews with no money for food,
and her father had recently died and she had no money to bury him.
She asked “Why on this planet so many poor people and what can we
do?” and then went on to discuss causes and effects.
She spoke of the nature of poverty and gave the following figures: 1 in 8
people go to bed hungry and 6-9m children died in Africa from
diarrhoea - sending medicines will not fix the problems. The Richest 1%
in the world control 40% of the wealth.
Poor people used to be only found in poor countries but now many are
living in middle income countries such as Brazil and India. 400m people
live below the poverty line in India; mostly women and girls. Some of the
causes of this are inequality, sex/cast/gender and laws that are in
place, but which are not upheld in many countries.
In Brazil the government did have measures in place and had helped
2m poor people but just outside the city there were thousands more
they were unable to reach, hence Christian’s Aid’s involvement. Many
in Brazil have no access to clean running water and because of the
recent mud slides many houses have just collapsed. Christian Aid has
helped here to re house people here as well as in Haiti.
The poorest castes in Indian the Dalits (prev known as the
‘untouchables’) live constantly in poverty as they are born into it.
Christian Aid has partners in many countries i.e. SKA in India but it is
known the Dalit clean toilets for the richer people, even those who are
not connected to the main sewers, so it is a humiliating and depressing
page 15

work. Growth in a country is not enough in itself with poor life
expectancy and children unable to attend school. Now some of these
issues have been redressed by Christian Aid and help had been given.
Christian Aid raises 100M a year for development work.
During the financial crisis people take greater risks; mortgage problems
rippled through the banks and building societies. Regulation changes
are on their way but will attitudes change? Without adequate controls
this has brought hardship to developed and undeveloped countries. In
the latter they can’t afford imports/exports and in many communities it
is the women and girls who suffer most.
What does Christianity say about this? We are all made in the image of
God. We should love our neighbours here and far away. “Christian Aid
is a member of the ACT alliance which is a coalition of 100 charities and
church related organisations with a combined budget of more than
£1bn. Members of the ACT alliance are able to provide emergency
food aid, shelter, water, sanitation and poverty reduction programmes
more efficiently in the world’s poorest countries.”
Loretta stated we should campaign about tax justice, climate change
and the affect that has on poor communities. Justice issues are
important and we need to speak out and defend our rights.
Christian Aid also works with Oxfam/Save the Children and other
charities and they are holding a conference next week to discuss how
they can work together to alleviate poverty in so many countries.
Loretta stated we as Christians should be fighting for enough food and
water for everyone on this planet, and that everyone deserves a
choice. Capitalism can afford some poverty but not on the scale we
see today.
Gaye Rees

Local Christian Aid Events
Forthcoming
events:

local

Christian

Aid

• Meeting at St Nicolas church,
Earley 31st January 6-9pm
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• Christchurch Cathedral tea and tour – Oxford £5pp – book via
Oxford office
• Five Counties Quiz £1 a copy if anyone is interested in organising.
• Meet Mc’Phiri a Christian aid partner from Zimbabwe 18th -24th
March 2013
• Chenies Manor House garden tour with tea and cake £5pp 6th
April 2-4pm – tickets from Oxford office
• Food and Hunger campaign 2013 – Christian Aid is happy to
supply content and resources if we can supply venue and
audience for a community event.
• Walk the Country = Saturday 18th May 8.30am-10am – start at Bix
Village Hall RG9 6BS
Register at events@christian-aid.org or phone 01189783232
Gaye Rees

and finally...
Here is a photo of something
which was found at Park.
Can you tell me what it is?
(Clue, it was somewhere in the
ladies toilets.)
Les Dray
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Church Contacts
Minister:
Rev Robert Weston

office:

0118 926 5003

e-mail:

minister@parkurc.org.uk

e-mail:

churchsecretary@parkurc.org.uk

Church Secretary:
Roger Clark
Centre Manager:
Julie Cameron

phone:

0845 463 6426

e-mail:

centremanager@parkurc.org.uk

e-mail:

editor@parkurc.org.uk

Magazine Editor:
Rod King
Church Website:

www.parkurc.org.uk

Our church website has details of the many activities of the Church,
and of the charities that we support, it also has links to many more
websites.
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Regular Activities at Park
Sunday

1.00 pm
3.00 pm
4.00 pm
6.30 pm
7:00 pm

Worship
Young people’s groups & Crèche facilities
Holy Communion (1st Sunday)
Church of Zimbabwe International
Newlife Celebration Tamil Church
Worship at Sutton Court (1st Sunday of month)
Ignite Coffee & Cakes (in term-time)
Ignite Worship(in term-time)

Monday

9.30 am
10.00 am
1.45 pm
5.15 pm
6.45 pm
7.30 pm
8.00 pm

Park Mother & Toddlers Group
Monkey Music
Mayfield Singers
Beaver Scouts
Cub Scouts
Housegroup
Bujinkan Martial Arts

Tuesday

10:00 am
10:00 am
2.15 pm
2:00 pm
4.30 pm
5:00 pm
7:30 pm
7.30 pm
7.30 pm
7.30 pm
8.15 pm

Park 60+ Exercise
Happy Feet Footcare (every 6 weeks)
Friendship Club
Reading U3A Yoga (every 2 weeks)
Indian Dance Classes
Street Feet Dance
Earley Folk Dancing
Shaolin Fists Martial Arts
Badminton Club (Sept – March)
Housegroup
Aldbrickham Clog & Dance Group

Wednesday

9:30 am
10.00 am
12.00 pm
2.00 pm
5.30 pm
5.30 pm
7.00 pm
7.30 pm

Embroiderers’ Guild (monthly)
Park 60+ Exercise (12 noon seated session)
Reading Lunchtime Choir
Reading Macular Society (bi-monthly)
Beavers
First Class Learning
Scouts
Mostly G&S Singers

Thursday

11.00 am
2.00 pm
2.00 pm
2:00 pm
5:30 pm
5.30 pm
7.15 pm
7.15 pm
7.30 pm

Zumba Gold (Age UK)
U3A Madrigal Society (every 2 weeks)
Active Ageing
Reading Abbey Trefoil Group (4th Thurs of month)
Brownies
Rainbows
Guides
Senior Guides
Housegroup

Friday

9.45 am
6.30pm
9.00 am
9.30am
4.00pm
7:00 pm
7.30 pm

Zumba Fitness Class
Pilots
The Allenova Ballet School
Reading Seventh Day Adventist Community Group
Reading Community Gospel Choir
Footloose Line Dancing Group
FIZZANG(Youth Club)

Saturday

10.30 am
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