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Minister’s Letter
7 High Tree Drive, Earley, Reading RG6 1EU
Not long to go...
A few more days and we'll be on the ferry
Dover to Dunkirk.

from

We have our lists of jobs to do before we
can
leave, the final items that need to be
bought or packed... We also have copious notes to help our wonderful
children to look after the house whilst we are away for three months...
Yes, three months is a long time to spend in a caravan travelling round
Belgium, Germany, Switzerland and France; but it's also a wonderful
opportunity to get to experience life in a variety of places.
We are aiming to visit
significant places in the
of the Reformed Church,
beginning
with
Wittenberg
(in
Germany) where
Martin
posted his 95 theses on
door of the church in 1517
(nearly 500 years ago).

history

Luther
the

Then we are heading
south
to Zurich, where Zwingli
was a
significant presence. After Zurich we head west, to Geneva, where
John Calvin made a real contribution to life in the city as well as issuing
his
'Institutes
of
the
Christian
Religion'.
We're not sure how often we'll be able to connect up via WiFi, so not
sure how often we'll be able to update the blog... it's a case of wait and
see...
Yours in Christ,
Robert
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Church Family News
We send our love and very best wishes for the
future
to Hannah Durrant and Josh Thomas, who will
be
married at Woking United Reformed Church on June 22nd at 1 pm.
Hannah is completing her degree this month, and Josh is candidating
for the URC ministry.
Good wishes too, to Robert and Suzy as they set off on their travels
across Germany, Switzerland and France during Robert’s 3-month
sabbatical leave in June, July and August. We wish you a time of rest,
refreshment and interesting visits. Amy and Toby will join them later for a
holiday; Andrew is spending the summer on placements for his law
degree.
It has been good to see Hazel Curtis worshipping with us over the past
two weeks, and we pray for Hazel, Ken and all the family.
Congratulations to Roger and Carole Clark on becoming grandparents
for the fifth time, and to Nick and Roberta on the birth of their son,
Joseph on April 22nd.
We are glad to know that Saskia Palmer has asked to become a
church member. Saskia will be received into membership later in the
year.
We send our love and sympathy to those mourning the loss of loved
ones. Long-standing members will remember Clare Bagshaw. Clare
died at the end of April at the age of 96.
We also send our sympathy to Tim Lancaster and his family on the
death of Tim’s grandmother on May 15th.
It is good to have news from Neil and Hilary Applegate that Neil does
not need any further treatment at the moment. They will be visiting their
families in the USA during June, and on their return to Reading will be
able to move back into their house in Eastern Avenue. Hilary thanks
everyone for their prayers.
We also pray for all those receiving or recovering from treatment at the
moment: Pat Fuller, Eileen Day, Linda Adkins, Sylvia Wise’s husband
Geoff, Doreen Woods and Jane Bennett.
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Doreen Woods

Letters
Dear Friends
I would like to thank all members of 'Park' who have sent letters, cards
and condolences of the passing of my good friend Anna Maria. When
she visited me we always tried to attend on Sunday.
The saying that life is 3 score and ten ran true, as it was on her 70th
birthday that she passed away. Over the years I have known her I have
never heard her complain about her condition and always tried to live
life to the full.
Brian Wooldridge

I would like to thank all the congregation at Park Church for their kind
thoughts and prayers for my husband Geoff, who is now on dialysis and
doing very well.
Sylvia Wise

We are so grateful to God and to Dr Hendrick Mahlangu and his wife
Evelyn for allowing us the privilege of and enjoying again their
hospitality and re-uniting with the people of Siyabuswa. It was a real joy
to meet again with the students, the workers in Hope for Africa Mission
and friends there.
We realise how much we had missed these relationships in this past
year. Time there was full of encouragement regarding the work as well
of course sharing in some of the challenges faced by the Mission.
Neil & Hilary Applegate

The June Edition is coming out soon and should be available to collect
from the usual places from Tuesday May 28th, so don’t forget to pick up
and share a copy of Xn magazine.
Xn Magazine
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The New Christian Community Action Shop
As you can see, we have the shop, we have the sign, we have finished
the building and decorating.
We
now
need
to sell and very
importantly too, we
people to come
help us run the

things
need
and
shop.

We need lots and
volunteers. It would
wonderful if people
commit to coming
one
session
a
Either for a morning
afternoon,
Monday to Friday
Saturday mornings.

lots of
be
could
for
week.
or an
or

People to sort out new donations, and get them ready for display in the
shop or maybe to work on the till and serve customers. To meet and talk
with lots of wonderful people.
If you have donation you would like to bring to us. (I know many people
have been storing up things for the last six months). Please bring them to
the shop - thank you so much.
Over the last few weeks while I have been working there, I have
discovered a wonderful community in Wokingham Road. Come and
meet them too and meet the team.
Myself, Chao and Jill we are looking forward to seeing you all.
Roger Clarke

The Wandering Reformer!
Please follow this link if you would like to see my sabbatical
blog http://wanderingreformer.blogspot.co.uk
Robert
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Siyabuswa News - Business For Mission Projects
News of the projects supported by Park Church in Africa...

Business For Mission - Market Garden:
It was lovely as we drove past the market garden each day on our
way to the Bible College to
see the flourishing array of
vegetables growing in the
garden but not only that but
seeing the workers in the field
and knowing what this meant
to them to have employment.
At the rear of the garden is the
flower section mainly roses at
present. This is managed by Pastor PK who is busy grafting the roses. Dr
Hendrick said the vegetable garden is already breaking even.

Business For Mission - Chicken Project:
Johann Groenewald has been very much involved in this project and
its organisation. Unfortunately, Tami who
Johann had trained has now left to
further his business career but a young
Pastor from Zimbabwe, Pastor Stanley
has taken his place. It has been a huge
learning curve for the people and has
presented challenges for Dr Hendrick
with employees’ responsibilities.
It is hoped that maybe one of our
College students will be taking a more
active part in the business. He has
management experience from his own business. Good records are
being kept and good systems are in place. The business should sell 1200
chickens weekly when it is running efficiently.
Neil & Hilary Applegate
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Church Camp - 12th and 13th July
Due to feedback from our potential
happy campers that the date originally
planned
for
the
Church
Camp
overlapped with the exam season, the students-still-away-season and
the daughters-getting-married-season, we now have revised dates.
And due to availability issues we not only have new dates but we have
a new location - Oakley Farm, Wash Water, Newbury.
This, as some may remember, is where we camped a couple of years
ago, and in spite of that, we are still welcomed back there again.
No kites this year of either variety as the 11kV power lines are
conductive, not conducive, to flying kites, but there is a tennis court, so
it’s ‘anyone for tennis’?
The dates have now been confirmed as the 12th and 13th July.
Rod King

New Social Group For Christians
With the aim of creating opportunities for people to meet others from
different churches across the Reading area in a social setting, a new
‘meet-up’ group has been formed.
Activities are arranged through the website, ranging from walks, picnics
and bike rides to meeting up for drinks and games nights etc.
It is now in full swing, and we're looking forward to some great
networking!
Please visit the site: www.meetup.com/networking-christians-in-reading,
join the group if you're up for meeting new people and having some
fun along the way, and pass this on to anyone else who may be
interested!
rachy_rach38@hotmail.com for more info.
Rachel Burton
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For Your Prayers for Siyabuswa
Please pray for:

Thanksgiving:
• Our thanks for all who prayed for
Neil’s health. He kept very well.
• For the students’ dedication in their
studies and the initiatives they are
taking in Neil’s absence.
• For all who are still able to attend classes.
• For the progress and blessing in the Church Planting ministry.
• For the safe delivery of Baby Agapae to Pastor Jack and Vimbai.

Intercession:
• For Dr Hendrick and Mama Evelyn in all their responsibilities.
• For the College students in their studies
• For the wife and family of Pastor Sylvance as he is away from
them.
• For students’ future ministry when they have finished their degree.
• For Pastor Jack as he co-ordinates the War Room.
• For all the staff in the Headquarter’s office in Siyabuswa.
• For Murriel Ntuli (Principal) and the board of Grace Christian
Private School and the students.
• For the Pastors involved in the many Hope for Africa Churches
throughout the Continent.
• For the continued progress of the Business for Mission Projects
particularly the staff managing the chicken project
Neil & Hilary Applegate
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Julian Meetings at Abbey Baptist Church
Can I commend these to anyone who likes at times quietness when
praying. These informal ecumenical meetings are held on the last
Thursday of every month at 10.00am at Abbey Baptist. They commence
with a reading and prayer and usually music before we enter into
contemplative prayer.
You may not know what this is and think it sounds peculiar but in reality
it means we sit in silence as Jesus did when spending whole nights
alone. In the quietness it can be said we are listening for God and
opening ourselves to God; sometimes it is referred to as meditation.
The silence ends with a reading or music and then we are invited to
stay for refreshment after about 45 mins. There are over 400 such groups
like this in the UK and abroad.
The movement was named after Julian of Norwich from the 14th
Century who lived in a cell attached to a chapel in Norwich who
received writings and messages from Jesus and many used to visit her
for advice. I visited this last year when on holiday, and now it is in the
middle of a busy trading estate but still offers an oasis in the city with a
retreat house alongside and library with study materials.
Abbey Baptist is easily reached by the No. 17 or 190 bus and I know you
will get a warm welcome.
Gaye Rees

A Son for Pastor Jack and Vimbai
Pastor Jack and Vimbai now have four children – Baby Agapae was
born to them on Good Friday this year. We thank God for his safe
delivery. Vimbai is now back in the office part time. She is really Dr
Hendrick’s PA as well as the accounts person. It was a delight to visit
Jack and Vimbai and the children in their new home – more space for
a growing family.
We thank God for this family and for Jack and Vimbai’s commitment to
the work of the mission and church.
Neil & Hilary Applegate
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REinspired News
REinspired is formerly the Churches Together in Earley and East Reading
(CTEER) Schools Project. The project has been operating since the late
1990s and it has been a registered charity and a company limited by
guarantee since 2004.
As a charity we act to advance religion, in particular the Christian
religion, through education by enabling local churches to support local
school communities in the religious education and spiritual
development of their pupils, especially in the areas of Earley and East
Reading.
Our aim both locally and nationally is to see school pupil's spiritual
development and religious education enhanced by creative
engagement with people of faith from their local community in an
educational framework.
Locally we work with 10 primary schools and 1 secondary schools to
support the religious education and the spiritual development of their
pupils. Our volunteers and clergy from CTEER churches currently deliver
over 100 curriculum-driven RE lessons on Christianity to local schools
annually.
Beyond Earley and East Reading we encourage and enable churches
across the country to do what we do locally - through training and
mentoring programmes, by equipping them with proven lesson plans
and resources, and by building a network of local projects able to
support each other and develop and share new practice.
You can support us by praying for all the work we do and for all our
volunteers, or by becoming a volunteer yourself! Please speak to me if
you would like any more information, if you would like to come along
and observe a session to see what it is like, or if you would like to
volunteer.
Thank you.
Carrie King
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Siyabuswa News - Church Planting Outreach
The ‘War Room’
This is a new development for the Mission. An office has been built for
this
purpose
shared also by
the
Gold
Peer
Program.
Pastor
Jack
is
manning
the
and it is a very
enlightening
experience
to
to Pastor Jack
on various African
countries that the
Mission is reaching into through church planting.

room

listen
speak

Jack has a huge map of Africa on the wall and has divided this into the
various centres the mission is operating from: eg Siyabuswa is the centre
for Southern Mozambique, Lesotho, and South Africa; Zimbabwe is the
centre for Northern Mozambique and Malawai.
Siyabuswa is of course also the Headquarters of the Mission. As we
listened to Pastor Jack sharing his very considerable knowledge of the
many African countries it became clear of the war the Church is in but
also the army that God is equipping to meet the challenge.
Pastor Jack charts the progress and goals of the church plants and is in
frequent touch with them by skype. This is an amazing development
funded partly by Bryanston Bible Church, Johannesburg and funds from
UK.
It has been good to receive the Prayer Focus which Pastor Jack writes
each week. There are at least fifteen centres in countries across Central
Africa.

Church Plant at Nkosini
We were able to spend one Sunday morning at this church plant
pastored by Pastor Abraham Sibanyoni and his wife, Maria.
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We truly felt the joy of the Lord as soon as or even before we entered
the building.
Pastor Abraham and Maria both have done the church leadership
course at the Bible College and Pastor Abraham also has done many of
the Advanced classes. He is truly a testimony of dedication and
determination having had to leave school at 9 years old to work and
also when joining the College his English was not so good. Pastor
Abraham also works during the week in the College Market Garden
and it was also lovely to see his house taking shape. He has been
building this for many years.
The College students have been helping at this church for the last three
months and are now moving on to a new church plant nearby in
Pieterskraal.

Grace School
We visited the school for a short time to show visitors to the mission
around it. It was
good to see the
fantastic
Early
Learning Centre
being built.
It
will
be
a
beautiful building
when completed.
It was also good
to
see
Pastor
Alfred back in the
office. He is getting stronger but still needs our prayers for full recovery
of strength
Neil & Hilary Applegate
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Economist Inducted as Moderator
On 15 May 2013, Mr John Ellis was inducted as lay moderator of the
General Assembly of the United Reformed Church (URC). The induction
service was held at the end of the May meeting of Mission Council, the
URC’s executive body, and Mr Ellis succeeds Mrs Val Morrison, who has
served as lay moderator since July 2010.
Mr Ellis will serve as moderator until July 2016.The United Reformed
Church is unusual in having two moderators – one lay and one
ministerial, who serve alongside each other. Mr Ellis joins the Revd Dr
Michael Jagessar, who was inducted at the denomination’s General
Assembly in July 2012.
He has held leadership roles in churches in Kent since 1980. Until 2012 Mr
Ellis worked for the Methodist Church as secretary for connexional team
operations, a role that involved leading the central staff team and
overseeing policy development proposals, staffing and management,
as well as promoting collaboration with the Methodist districts.
Earlier in his career he worked for the Bank of England for 20 years,
holding a variety of posts including research on international debt
issues, co-coordinating the Bank's network of regional agents and
serving as the Governor's business ethics adviser. Mr Ellis was also a
member of the Council for World Mission's Investment Committee and
has extensive experience of ethical investment campaigning.
Commenting on his new role, John Ellis said: "I am honoured and
humbled that the General Assembly chose to elect me. The moderator
of the General Assembly is a key leader and representative for the
whole United Reformed Church in all its diversity. I’m looking forward to
both the privileges and challenges of the role.
As well as helping the Church shape its internal life for its setting in a
dynamic contemporary society, I’m particularly keen to use some of my
professional background in the role, participating in discussions about,
for example, the wider economy and what the Christian tradition has to
contribute to addressing its dilemmas.”
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Wokingham Foodbank
Launch Meeting Monday 3rd June 2013 7.30pm Wokingham Methodist
Church, Rose Street, RG40 1XS
Extensive research has revealed an opportunity for the Christian
community in Wokingham, to respond to the immediate needs of local
people in crisis by establishing a foodbank based in the Methodist
Bradbury Centre in the middle of town. This has the backing of
Churches Together and the police, and will
be launched under the auspices of the
Trussell Trust.
We aim to open to the public on 2nd
September but need all interested to
attend a launch meeting to outline our
plans, and explain how this is an
opportunity for all to help.
We are delighted that initial presentations will be made by:
Lynda Owen- Hussey Regional Development Officer for the Trussell Trust,
who have now opened 350 foodbanks in the UK, and are currently
growing at the rate of 3 per week.
Andy Knight Community worker at Wokingham Methodist Church, and
founder of Hart foodbank which now has distribution centres in Fleet,
Hook and Darby Green.
Gaye Rees

Christian Aid: Update
Although we have not completely finished the counting of Christian Aid
collections, it looks as if we have £900 to donate to date, including over
£100 from the Church Pentecost Dinner.
Check out next month's magazine to see what the final total will have
been!
Many thanks to Sally and Julia who have helped with the counting and
Doreen for her invaluable advice and direction in 2013.
Gaye Rees
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Africa Day Celebration at St Andrew's
St Andrew's United Reformed Church we are holding a celebration and
everyone is welcome!
We invite you to join us to celebrate together: Africa Day. The event will
take place on Saturday 15 June 2013, commencing at 4:30p.m, at St
Andrew's URC. Tickets are priced at £5 per person, or £15 for a family
ticket which includes a 'Taste of Africa' Buffet and a wide range of
entertainment.
To order tickets, go to the website, www.standrewsurcreading.org.uk
and to the Contact Us page and give us your requirements. We will be
in touch. The event will include: Juliette Nasunna from Uganda,
Reading's Lifted Gospel Choir, Funsani Dance Group - and much more.
This is a true, "Sounds of Africa concert and you will enjoy it. The event
should conclude around 9:15p.m. All proceeds of the event will go to
charity projects in Africa e.g. Funsani Dance group are supporting
orphaned and vulnerable children in Kitwe, Zambia. Juliette Nasunna's
chosen charity is Project Shalom which works with orphaned children in
Uganda.

Holiday Forum
There is still plenty of room at the URC Holiday Forum this year. With
Janet Tollington, Neil Thorogood and Ray Adams leading us this year it
promises to be an inspiring experience with plenty of time to relax in the
beautiful Derbyshire dales.
Yes the cost is a bit off putting - £435.00 for the week (17th August to
23rd August) but it includes first class accommodation all meals, top
quality and thought provoking leadership as well a time you will
remember.
Contact Colin Ferguson for details (colindf@btinternet.com ) or go
online to http://www.urcholidayforum.org.uk
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June Calendar
Sun

2nd

Wed

5th

Sun

9th

Wed

12th

Sun

16th

Wed
Sun

19th
23rd

Wed

26th

Sun

30th

9.30 am
10.30am

Prayers in the Upper Room
Morning Worship with Holy Communion led by
Rev. Alan Holmes
4.00 pm Songs of Praise at Sutton Court
7.00 pm Ignite! evening worship
9.30 am Morning Prayers
7.30 pm Finance and Strategy Group
9.30 am Prayers in the Upper Room
10.30am Morning Worship led by Carol McCarron
7.00 pm Ignite! evening worship
9.30 am Morning Prayers
7.30 pm Elders Meeting
9.30 am Prayers in the Upper Room
10.30am Morning Worship led by Rev. Peter Hurter
7.00 pm Ignite! evening worship
9.30 am Morning Prayers
9.30 am Prayers in the Upper Room
10.30am Morning Worship led by Rev. John Lee
7.00 pm Ignite! evening worship
9.30 am Morning Prayers
Final date for material for the July/August issue of the Park
Magazine.
9.30 am Prayers in the Upper Room
10.30am Morning Worship. Preacher t.b.a.
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Church Contacts

Minister:
Rev Robert Weston

office:

0118 926 5003

e-mail:

minister@parkurc.org.uk

e-mail:

churchsecretary@parkurc.org.uk

Church Secretary:
Roger Clark
Centre Manager:
Julie Cameron

phone:

0845 463 6426

e-mail:

centremanager@parkurc.org.uk

Magazine Editor:
Rod King

phone:
e-mail:

Church Website:

editor@parkurc.org.uk
www.parkurc.org.uk

Our church website has details of the many activities of the Church,
and of the charities that we support, it also has links to many more
websites.
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Regular Activities at Park
Sunday

1.00 pm
3.00 pm
4.00 pm
6.30 pm
7:00 pm

Worship
Young people’s groups & Crèche facilities
Holy Communion (1st Sunday)
Church of Zimbabwe International
Newlife Celebration Tamil Church
Worship at Sutton Court (1st Sunday of month)
Ignite Coffee & Cakes (in term-time)
Ignite Worship(in term-time)

Monday

9.30 am
10.00 am
1.45 pm
5.15 pm
6.45 pm
7.30 pm
8.00 pm

Park Mother & Toddlers Group
Monkey Music
Mayfield Singers
Beaver Scouts
Cub Scouts
Housegroup
Bujinkan Martial Arts

Tuesday

10:00 am
10:00 am
2.15 pm
2:00 pm
4.30 pm
5:00 pm
7:30 pm
7.30 pm
7.30 pm
7.30 pm
8.15 pm

Park 60+ Exercise
Happy Feet Footcare (every 6 weeks)
Friendship Club
Reading U3A Yoga (every 2 weeks)
Indian Dance Classes
Street Feet Dance
Earley Folk Dancing
Shaolin Fists Martial Arts
Badminton Club (Sept – March)
Housegroup
Aldbrickham Clog & Dance Group

Wednesday

9:30 am
10.00 am
12.00 pm
2.00 pm
5.30 pm
5.30 pm
7.00 pm
7.30 pm

Embroiderers’ Guild (monthly)
Park 60+ Exercise (12 noon seated session)
Reading Lunchtime Choir
Reading Macular Society (bi-monthly)
Beavers
First Class Learning
Scouts
Mostly G&S Singers

Thursday

11.00 am
2.00 pm
2.00 pm
2:00 pm
5:30 pm
5.30 pm
7.15 pm
7.15 pm
7.30 pm

Zumba Gold (Age UK)
U3A Madrigal Society (every 2 weeks)
Active Ageing
Reading Abbey Trefoil Group (4th Thurs of month)
Brownies
Rainbows
Guides
Senior Guides
Housegroup

Friday

9.45 am
6.30pm
9.00 am
9.30am
4.00pm
7:00 pm
7.30 pm

Zumba Fitness Class
Pilots
The Allenova Ballet School
Reading Seventh Day Adventist Community Group
Reading Community Gospel Choir
Footloose Line Dancing Group
FIZZANG(Youth Club)

Saturday

10.30 am
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