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Minister’s Letter
7 High Tree Drive, Earley, Reading RG6 1EU
Dear Friends,
Lent is the period of forty days leading up to
time for us to prepare for the Easter
celebration. Lent should be treated like
a countdown to one of the highlights of the
calendar.

Easter, a
Advent,
Christian

As I mentioned in last month’s magazine, I am using a new resource for
Lent – called the ‘40 acts challenge’ the idea is to carry out simple acts of
giving and kindness throughout Lent.
All those who have signed up on the website www.40acts.org.uk are
receiving daily emails with a reflection and a suggested action. There is
also a wall chart that we have printed off for children, with 40 suggested
activities.
During this period of reflection, we are also celebrating Fairtrade Fortnight
with a number of interesting events across Reading – including a visit by
Adam Gardner of Fairtrade Foundation. Adam was able to tell us about
the ‘smallholder initiative’ which has been launched to help support the
small scale producers to compete with the multinational corporations.
Food issues have been in the forefront of our news recently with horse
meat being substituted for beef – it is possible that this issue has raised our
awareness of the dangers of food processing much more effectively than
any campaign group might have been able! But it highlights some of the
dangers of large corporations striving to increase profits at the expense of
quality.
Food will continue to be high on the global agenda with the campaign
called ENOUGH FOOD FOR EVERYONE IF… This campaign has the support
of local MPs Rob Wilson and Alok Sharma, in addition to the Mayor of
Reading Councillor Jenny Rynn, the Bishop of Reading, Bishop Andrew
Proud and our local Councillor Rob White.
The four issues in this campaign are:
Aid: Enough Food For Everyone IF we give enough aid to stop children
dying from hunger and help the poorest families feed themselves.
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Tax: Enough Food For Everyone IF governments stop big companies
dodging tax in poor countries.
Land: Enough Food For Everyone IF we stop poor farmers being forced off
their land and grow crops to feed people, not fuel cars.
Transparency: Enough Food For Everyone IF governments and big
companies are honest and open about their actions that stop people
getting enough food.
If you are able to write to your MP or to meet with him/her to encourage
these issues to be tackled that would be great. If you are able to hold the
G8 leaders in your prayers that would also be great, the power to change
the status quo lies with the leaders of these nations.
Jesus on his journey to Jerusalem was in constant conflict with those who
wielded power in his day. He criticised those who exploited others, such as
Zacchaeus the tax collector, who lined his own pockets at the expense of
ordinary people. He criticised the religious leaders who paid attention to
small details of faith observance whilst ignoring fundamental injustices and
inequalities.
Jesus also comforted those who felt ignored, those who felt they were
worthless, those who felt that they were unwanted – to all these people
Jesus said, ‘The kingdom of God belongs to you!’
So this month, as we continue to journey with Jesus towards Jerusalem,
towards the cross; may we know the challenge and the comfort found in
Jesus words: ‘Come, follow me!’
Yours in Christ,
Robert
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Church Family News
There are a number of notable birthdays that have
been celebrated in February, including Albert
Molineaux who celebrated his birthday on 26th February.
In March we have several more birthdays; Dulcie Payton celebrates her
95th birthday on 2nd March and Samantha Oguna celebrates her 18th
birthday on 6th March. We send congratulations to each one! Dulcie
Payton is now living in Dursley (near Gloucester) but keeps in touch with
many people at Park URC, which she still regards as her church.
After several months of treatment, Neil Applegate has been given the all
clear to travel back to South Africa, to the Alathea Bible College. Both Neil
and Hilary are looking forward to meeting up with their friends in
Siyabuswa, we pray that they will be strengthened for the trip out there
and for the work of supporting the ministerial students.
This month we have also been praying for Neil’s brother who was being
treated for a stroke in Derriford Hospital in Plymouth.
We have remembered a number of people in our fellowship who have
been challenged by health issues this past month, including Bob and
Andrea Dewing. Bob is a full-time carer for Andrea whose Multiple Sclerosis
continues to worsen, we pray for them both in their daily challenges.
We continue to pray for Pat Fuller and her condition which has stabilized
but not improved. We continue to pray for Sue Thompson’s father,
receiving treatment for cancer, giving thanks for the support he has been
receiving over these past few months.
At the beginning of the month we welcomed Michael Bhebhe into church
membership, Michael had been away at University when the rest of his
family were received as church members. Michael has been a regular
worshipper at our evening Ignite services and has helped on the audio
visual desk and recently joined in the band as a singer. We are delighted
to have received Michael into our fellowship.
We pray for all those recovering after knee operations, including former
minister Rev Mike Jackson and church member Eileen Day. We pray that
they will both benefit from these procedures.
We remember Doreen Woods who has been in hospital for a week of tests,
praying that a clear diagnosis might be made.
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Linda Adkins has been receiving physiotherapy this month and is
becoming stronger, it has been great to see Linda back with us on Sunday
mornings, we hope that she might soon be fully recovered.

Holy Week Services
Our service plan for this year’s Easter celebrations is as follows:
Maundy Thursday (28 March): an evening meal at Park URC with guests
from other local churches, at which Rev Paul Burnish of Abbey Baptist
Church will explain the symbolism of the Passover Meal which Jesus
celebrated with his disciples.
Good Friday (29 March): a joint service to be held at Anderson Baptist
Church in Amherst Road (time to be confirmed)
Easter Sunday (31 March): an early morning service at 8.30am followed by
church breakfast and our usual Holy Communion service at 10.30am (with
Easter eggs)

Church Accounts
The treasury team has been working hard on completion of the Church
Accounts and at the January Church Meeting we received and approved
the 2010 accounts.
In February the Elders held a brief meeting to receive and approve the
2011 accounts – these will be circulated at the March Church Meeting.
The team are now in the process of preparing the 2012 accounts, we
thank them for all their hard work.
Robert Weston
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The IF Campaign is here!.....
A real opportunity for all of us together to work
towards the end of hunger in the world.
14% of all men, women and children go to bed
hungry every night, and every year 2.3 million
children die from malnutrition.
With our presidency of the G8, our co-chairing of the international
committee looking at global development goals and our chairmanship of
the forum looking at transparency, we in Britain have a unique opportunity
to make a difference.
There are four main requests of the government:
Aid.
We are asking the government to keep to its 43 year old commitment to
reaching an aid budget of 0.7% GDP in 2013. In spite of the austerity within
our economy, we are still far richer than the countries where most of the
hungry people live.
We are also asking them to make additional aid available to small-scale
farmers and to under 5s nutritional programmes.
Land
We are asking the government to put the issue of large-scale corporate
'land grabs' in developing countries on the G8's agenda, and promote
action to help improve their governance, transparency and
accountability.
There must be safeguards to ensure that the poorest people, who could
often use this land to grow food, don't lose out as a result.
Tax
The UK Government should help ensure that developing countries can
raise enough from taxes to tackle hunger and build a more secure food
system by introducing a requirement in its Finance Bill for UK companies
and wealthy individuals to report their use of tax schemes that have an
impact on developing countries.
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Transparency
The UK Government should use its presidency of the G8 to push for greater
transparency in land acquisitions, and greater financial transparency from
governments of developing countries.
There should be a global agreement on publishing a full breakdown of all
government income and spending in a way that’s understandable and
accessible to the public.
And the UK Government should improve corporate transparency.

What can you do to join others in supporting this campaign?
1. Sign up to the campaign at www.enoughfoodif.org
2. Join us in writing to your MP.
3. Pray and keep your eyes open for more information.
For more information:
Visit www.enoughfoodif.org.uk or www.foodmatters.org.uk
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The Cubs help the IF Campaign
The Cubs are working on their Global Challenge badge this term and one
of the criteria is ‘Find out about a global issue such as poverty,
conservation or water and sanitation and what you can do to help’
At their recent meeting, they found out about the scale of the world’s
problems, and about Park Church’s response, in the South Africa 2012
Outreach programme.
They also found out about the ‘Enough Food IF’ campaign and took part
in the ‘Enough Food IF’ plate activity.

This activity is designed to provide an opportunity for young people to
write their own "Enough Food For Everyone IF..." message to world leaders
on a plate template, to make their voice heard by those in power.
The ‘Enough Food IF’ campaign leaders
will be arranging to hand the messages
in to the UK Government before
the Hunger Summit and the G8 World
Leaders meeting, so that they can
highlight young people’s concerns
about global hunger and their wish to
see action to fix the broken food system.
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Student Placement
We have been contacted by Westminster College, in Cambridge, (now
known as a Resource Centre for Learning) offering a ministerial student on
placement from September 2013 until May 2014.
I’m delighted to report that the elders warmly endorsed this suggestion
and we look forward to welcoming Joshua Norris in September.
Joshua will be looking for temporary accommodation in Reading for the
nine months placement with Park URC. We will keep you informed of the
details of Joshua’s placement through the magazine.
Please pray for Joshua as he completes his second year at Westminster
College.

January Church Meeting
One of the discussion items in our January Church Meeting was the issue of
people in same sex relationships, all of the discussions took place in small
groups and then everyone was invited to submit an anonymous response
to indicate how strongly we would support welcoming people in same sex
relationships into the fellowship.
There was a clear majority who strongly expressed a wish to welcome
everyone into the fellowship, regardless of their sexuality.
The elders are grateful to all who participated in the discussions in such a
respectful manner, this was also one of the best attended church
meetings in recent months.
Robert Weston
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QR code for Park URC
All our new church leaflets will be carrying this
image which will mean nothing to you unless you
have a smart phone with a QR reader app. If you
have one then you simply scan the code and it
takes you straight to our website.

Fairtrade Fortnight
I will be hosting a Traidcraft stall on Sunday 3rd March after the morning
service and will be grateful for your support.
Easter Eggs which have the Easter story and include an activity book from
the Meaningful Chocolate Company will be available to order at £3.99ea.
Please give me your name when you see me if you would be interested in
buying one of these.
Many thanks,
Gaye

Funding Education in Ghana
In 2010, Ghana spent $32 million - donated by other governments - to
provide healthy lunches for 713,590 primary children.
At the same time Ghana loses more than $36 million annually through tax
dodging in the mining sector alone. Enough to pay for the programme
itself and reach additional children like Sulemana.
As Edward Gyamerah of the Ghana Revenue Authority says: 'We have the
School Feeding Programme in Ghana. If government has money,
government will extend it to almost all schools.'
Christian Aid

Thinking Day Prayers of Intercession
On Thinking Day Parade Service, we were thinking of and praying for
people of other countries.
Flags of the chosen countries were projected on the screen. The
congregation was asked to recognise the flag of each country.
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I was delighted to learn that a number of younger members of the scouts
and guides were able to recognise the flags of the countries successfully.
A scout or guide prayed for each chosen country.
North Korea
Last week, North Korea conducted its third nuclear test,
claiming to have successfully detonated a smaller but
more powerful device than a previous one. The UN
Security Council has condemned such action.
North Korea’s nuclear test threatened the United States directly, and they
are threatening to go even further in the future
Dear Lord, pray that this third nuclear test will not provide the North
Koreans a more threatening weapon leading to war. Pray that Christians in
North Korea will remain steadfast in their faith, and be a light to those
around them.
Pakistan
A market bomb exploded Saturday, through a crowded market in a
mostly Shiite neighbourhood in a southern Pakistani city of Quetta, killing at
least 79 people and wounding some 180, mainly women
and children.
Dear Lord, pray that the Pakistani people will stop the
violence and solve the conflict peacefully. Pray that the
people will not continue to suffer.
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Syria
The ongoing violent conflict in Syria between the
government and opposition forces has affected more than
four and a half million Syrians, more than 800,000 of whom
have fled the country as refugees.
Dear Lord, please bring healing to those suffering from the violence;
please give them hope for a future of peace, built on justice for all.
India
Thousands of Indian women are having their wombs
removed in operations which are unnecessary. These
operations were only performed for the greedy private
doctors to make money.
Dear Lord, please stop these greedy doctors from harming Indian women.
Pray that the government will pass law to stop this crime.
Russia
Russia’s Urals region has been rocked by a meteorite
explosion. The impact wave damaged a number of
buildings, and blew out thousands of windows. Nearly 3,000
buildings were damaged and over 1,200 people were
injured, including over 300 children while they were in classes.
Dear Lord, pray that you will protect the innocent people, please heal and
comfort those who are injured.
Phebe Mann
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Church Contacts
Minister:
Rev Robert Weston

home:

0118 926 5003
0118 966 8647

e-mail:

minister@parkurc.org.uk

office:

Church Secretary:
Roger Clark

phone:

0118 935 2324

e-mail:

churchsecretary@parkurc.org.uk

phone:

0118 969 6547

phone:

0118 977 2245

Treasurer:
Alistair Knox
Assistant Church Secretary:
Simon & Jenny King
Centre Manager:
Julie Cameron

phone:

0845 463 6426

e-mail:

centremanager@parkurc.org.uk

F & GP Committee Chairman:
Alistair Knox

phone:

0118 969 6547

phone:

0118 946 1945

Gift Aid Secretary:
Graham Fuller
Magazine Editor:
Rod King

phone:

0118 934 3089

e-mail:

editor@parkurc.org.uk

Church Website:

www.parkurc.org.uk

Our church website has details of the many activities of the Church, and of
the charities that we support, it also has links to many more websites.
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Regular Activities at Park
Sunday

1.00 pm
3.00 pm
4.00 pm
6.30 pm
7:00 pm

Worship
Young people’s groups & Crèche facilities
Holy Communion (1st Sunday)
Church of Zimbabwe International
Newlife Celebration Tamil Church
Worship at Sutton Court (1st Sunday of month)
Ignite Coffee & Cakes (in term-time)
Ignite Worship(in term-time)

Monday

9.30 am
10.00 am
1.45 pm
5.15 pm
6.45 pm
7.30 pm
8.00 pm

Park Mother & Toddlers Group
Monkey Music
Mayfield Singers
Beaver Scouts
Cub Scouts
Housegroup
Bujinkan Martial Arts

Tuesday

10:00 am
10:00 am
2.15 pm
2:00 pm
4.30 pm
5:00 pm
7:30 pm
7.30 pm
7.30 pm
7.30 pm
8.15 pm

Park 60+ Exercise
Happy Feet Footcare (every 6 weeks)
Friendship Club
Reading U3A Yoga (every 2 weeks)
Indian Dance Classes
Street Feet Dance
Earley Folk Dancing
Shaolin Fists Martial Arts
Badminton Club (Sept – March)
Housegroup
Aldbrickham Clog & Dance Group

Wednesday

9:30 am
10.00 am
12.00 pm
2.00 pm
5.30 pm
5.30 pm
7.00 pm
7.30 pm

Embroiderers’ Guild (monthly)
Park 60+ Exercise (12 noon seated session)
Reading Lunchtime Choir
Reading Macular Society (bi-monthly)
Beavers
First Class Learning
Scouts
Mostly G&S Singers

Thursday

11.00 am
2.00 pm
2.00 pm
2:00 pm
5:30 pm
5.30 pm
7.15 pm
7.15 pm
7.30 pm

Zumba Gold (Age UK)
U3A Madrigal Society (every 2 weeks)
Active Ageing
Reading Abbey Trefoil Group (4th Thurs of month)
Brownies
Rainbows
Guides
Senior Guides
Housegroup

Friday

9.45 am
6.30pm
9.00 am
9.30am
4.00pm
7:00 pm
7.30 pm

Zumba Fitness Class
Pilots
The Allenova Ballet School
Reading Seventh Day Adventist Community Group
Reading Community Gospel Choir
Footloose Line Dancing Group
FIZZANG(Youth Club)

Saturday

10.30 am
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