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Minister’s Letter
7 High Tree Drive, Earley, Reading RG6 1EU
Recently I cycled to the top of old Sarum, the
remains of the fortified village just outside
Salisbury. It was a beautiful sunny day and I
could look out across the fields for miles.
Throughout history, castles and fortifications have
been used to view the surrounding countryside,
giving warning of approaching visitors or impending storms. Standing on
an ancient site like Sarum often gives me a feeling of connection with
another age; maybe even a glimpse into the lives of the thousands of
people who have stood in that place.
As my sabbatical approaches I also have a sense of standing on that
hilltop and viewing all around, as I reflect on the past ten years of
ministry and all that has involved here at Park URC and beyond. I reflect
on the worship we have shared together, the hundreds of people I
have met, the pastoral visits to many different homes, the challenges
we have faced together, the celebrations we have shared, the
difficulties we have overcome, the meals we have shared...
When I look back, I thank God for the constant presence of the Holy
Spirit, guiding and challenging, supporting and healing.
Standing on the hilltop also evokes the sense of looking forward: what
about the next ten years of ministry, what is God’s calling on my life and
the life of Park URC? There are a vast range of challenges and
opportunities that God offers us, for there are so many ways of
responding to the Great Commission ‘to go out to all people and make
them my disciples…’ (Matthew 28:19)
Some of us are called to serve God in their workplace, some of us are
called to serve God through their volunteering, some are called to
specific ministries of the church, but all of us are called to mission in
some form.
Perhaps, over the summer, you might also reflect on where God is
leading you for the future…
Abby King has responded to God’s call on her life and we rejoice in
welcoming her into church membership on 5th May. Abby’s faith has
page 3

been nurtured by many special people at Park URC and I know that
you will be faithful in supporting Abby in prayer.
We are blessed in having so many people of all ages in our church.
Please pray that we will continue to nurture people of all ages and at
all stages of faith.
Later this month on 19th May we celebrate Pentecost, the pouring out
of the Holy Spirit, (Acts 2: 1-42). As a part of our celebrations we will be
sharing a church meal on the evening of 18th May. It was good to see
so many people sharing together at the Easter Breakfast in March and I
hope that you’ll be able to join us to celebrate Pentecost.
Looking further ahead, in September we will be welcoming our student
minister, Joshua Norris, who is coming to share in the life of Park URC
until May 2014. Joshua and I met early in April and we are both excited
about his placement and the opportunities that we can explore
together.
Looking even further ahead, at our recent elders’ away day we felt that
it would be great to arrange another prayer week in 2014, probably in
June. This was just one of the ideas for next year and more of these
ideas will be shared through the coming months.
The God who has blessed us with great things, continues to move
among us and lead us into a deeper relationship. The Christ who gave
his life, continues to be our inspiration in serving others. The Holy Spirit
who came in power, rushing in with the sound of a great wind,
continues to guide us and lead us, to strengthen and empower us.
May our hearts and minds be open to the God of the past, present and
future; so that we might know the full depth and height of God’s love
and care.
Yours in Christ,
Robert
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Church Family News
We send our love and belated congratulations to
Thelma and Bob Butler, who both celebrated their
80th birthdays in February. Thelma and Bob have
both been church members at Park for a very long time.
We congratulate another very long-serving member: on April 28th Ken
Curtis will have been a church member for 60 years.
Also on April 30th, it will be 50 years since Elizabeth Knox became a
church member.
We celebrate these years of service, while welcoming someone
beginning on this road: Abby King will become a church member on
Sunday 5th May.
We send our love and sincere sympathy to Rev. Michael Jackson and
all his family. Michael’s brother Roy died in Rotherham General Hospital
on April 2nd.
Our sympathy goes too to Sue Thompson and all her family: Sue’s father
died at the end of March.
And, more recently to Brian Wooldridge, and all the family and friends
of Anna-Maria Stoneham, who died on 10th April – her funeral is in
Leamington Spa on April 23rd.
We pray for these families and all who have lost loved ones.
It was good to see so many members and friends at Dulcie Payton’s
thanksgiving service on April 4th, and to know that £553 was raised for
the Cystic Fibrosis Trust.
Congratulations to Steph Melia, who has been offered a post at Wilson
Primary school in September. We are delighted that Steph will be
staying in the Reading area.
A sell-out audience enjoyed a concert given by the Spring Gardens
Brass Band and members of the Sainsbury Singers; this raised over £1000
for a cancer charity.
We remember Neil and Hilary Applegate, who are back in Siyabuswa in
South Africa for 2 months; praying for all the community there.
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We pray for all those receiving or recovering from treatment, or who
have been ill over the last month: Olive Goodchild, Margaret Alder,
Eileen Day, Maureen Plummer, Doreen Woods, Linda Adkins and Pat
Fuller.
It is a great comfort to know that we are remembered.
Doreen Woods

Christian Aid Week 12 – 18 May 2013
If you have helped with the house-to-house collection in the past, or are
willing to do so this year, please note the dates, and watch for a list to
sign, or a notice on Sunday.
We hope that the envelopes will be ready on Sunday May 5th.

Preachers during May and June
While I am travelling around Europe you will be blessed by a number of
different preachers this summer.
Some of the visiting preachers on the plan are: Michael Penny the Chair
of Churches Together in Reading; Alan Holmes and Carol McCarron
from our fellowship; Peter Hurter our Wessex Synod Development and
Support Officer; and John Lee the Minister of Thatcham United
Reformed Church.
I know that you will make each and every visiting preacher welcome.
Please also keep a look out for visitors who may be coming for the first
time to Park URC and offer them a Welcome Pack along with your
warm welcome!
Rob Weston

Church Notices (Sunday Leaflet)
We are very grateful to Julia Marsh, who has agreed to take over
compiling the notices on the back page of the service leaflet every
week.
If you have anything that needs to be included, please contact her:
Julia-oli-oscar@hotmail.co.uk or 926 8678
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May Calendar
Wed

1st

9.30 am
7.30 pm
9.30 am
10.30am

Morning Prayers
Premises and Maintenance Committee
th
Sun
5
Prayers in the Upper Room
Morning Worship with Holy Communion and
Reception of New member
4.00 pm Songs of Praise at Sutton Court
7.00 pm Ignite! evening worship
th
Wed
8
9.30 am Morning Prayers
7.30 pm Elders Meeting
th
Sat
11
Growing
the
Church
Conference,
Basingstoke
Sunday 12th 9.30 am Prayers in the Upper Room
10.30am Morning Worship
7.00 pm Ignite! evening worship
12th – 18th May CHRISTIAN AID WEEK
13th – 15th May Mission Council (Minister away)
Wed
15th 9.30 pm Morning Prayers
Sun
19th 9.30 am Prayers in the Upper Room
10.30am Morning Worship for Pentecost
12 noon Church Meeting
7.00 pm Ignite! evening worship
Wed
22nd 9.30 am Morning Prayers
Last Day for material for the June Magazine
Sun
26th 9.30 am Prayers in the Upper Room
10.30am Morning Worship led by Michael Penny
7.00 pm Ignite! evening worship
May 27th Minister begins Sabbatical Leave (until the end of August)
Wed
29th 9.30 am Morning Prayers
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Congratulations!
Britain is the first country in the G8 to keep its 40 year old promise to give
0.7% of GDP in aid to the world’s poorest countries. And we’ve done it
in spite of hard times at home. Congratulations indeed and thank you
to all who helped make it happen by writing to MPs and the
Chancellor.
• 50,000+ people wrote or emailed their MP
• 1214 people wrote individual letters to the chancellor
• 500+ MPs and Lords wrote to the chancellor highlighting the IF
asks.
• And the budget committed the UK to 0.7% of GDP for aid!
Well done!
There is enough food for everyone in the world – but in order for that
food to reach the one in eight people in extreme hunger, we need to
make some changes. We need to keep up the pressure on our MPs and
on the Government to ensure the issues of Land, Tax, Transparency and
Aid are addressed. Further details are at www.enoughfoodif.org
We have made a good start but the work is not over! Berkshire has led
the way in getting banners out to 37 churches and making the
campaign known through the various networks but there are many
more churches that could display an ENOUGH FOOD FOR EVERYONE IF
banner (available free from Christian Aid’s Oxford office 01865 246 818).
Now the Reading IF campaign group is leading the way again in
continuing to work for real change.
Join us in the following actions now:
• Write to your MP and to the chancellor to thank them for fulfilling
their promise on aid, and encourage them to target the aid to
small farmers and to nutrition.
• Help us cover Reading with ENOUGHFOODIF banners and posters.
Make your own, or download simple copies from
www.ccow.org.uk or use more colourful ones from Christian Aid’s
resources. Let’s each aim to put 10 posters up this month on our
front doors, our cars, ask our neighbours, local shops, schools,
libraries etc. and email ifcampaign@brownshouse.com with
stories and pictures of where you have put them.
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• Get a wrist band from any Oxfam or Save the Children shop or
from www.enoughfoodif.org
Book these dates in your diaries:
May

12th 18th

Christian Aid week.
Join
campaign which is a part of IF

their

June

1st

Oxford ENOUGHFOODIF Event.
An
afternoon of inspiring speakers and an
evening worship concert
details at www.ccow.org.uk

6th

Join a nationwide, interfaith
abstinence if you cannot fast).

8th

Join together with thousands of IF
campaigners for a fun creative event in
London plus an ecumenical service whilst
the G8 leaders meet for the Hunger
Summit.

15th

G8 Tax and Transparency Summit in
Northern Ireland - and a concert in Belfast.

17th
&18th

Pray for the G8 Summit and the world
leaders involved.

fast

tax

(or

July &
August

Continuing the campaign – looking at
lifestyle and local issues.

Into the
Autumn

Watch this space….

Well done and keep it up – Enough Food For Everyone If…
If we trust in the God of miracles who can work through us all to create
God’s kingdom on earth…
Rob Weston & Margaret Brown
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Letters
Dear Friends
I would like to thank everyone who has remembered
me following my recent knee replacement operation.
I have received so many beautiful cards, and so
appreciate all the phone calls and visits from friends at Park.
I am gradually getting back to doing ‘normal’ things, and it is good to
see everyone at church and Friendship Club.
Thank you again, for your kind wishes.
With my love,
Eileen Day

Peggy and Albert Molineaux are grateful for the greetings of Park
fellowship and friends on their Diamond Wedding anniversary recently.
They were stunned by the love expressed to them in a surprise family
party arranged for them by Steve, Laura and Emily Pharez and the
presence of Michael and Terri, his wife from Florida USA.
With thanks and good wishes
Peggy and Albert Molineaux

Hannah Durrant and Josh Thomas would be pleased to see friends from
Park URC at their wedding on 22nd June 2013 Woking URC, White Rose
Lane, Woking, Surrey at 1pm.
Hannah and Josh say there is parking at the Heathside multi-storey cark
park, which is close to the church.
RSVP to Helen & Tony Durrant.
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Church Camp - New Date, New Location!
Due to feedback from our potential happy campers that the date
originally planned for the Church Camp overlapped with the exam
season, the students-still-away-season and the daughters-gettingmarried-season, we now have revised dates!
And due to availability issues we not only have new dates but we have
a new location - Oakley Farm, Wash Water, Newbury.
This, as some may remember, is where we camped a couple of years
ago, and in spite of that, we are still welcomed back there again.
No kites this year (of either variety) as the 11kV power lines are not
conducive to that, but there is a tennis court, so it’s ‘anyone for tennis’?
The dates are to be confirmed but it is looking like the 12th and 13th July.
More details to follow
Rod King

REview - Wessex Summer Camp
A great weekend event for young people - 19th -21st July 2013
The Wessex Synod annual camping event for all young people aged
11-25. A time to have fun with others through various activities and
workshops.
Explore the Christian faith and learn more about our amazing God
through discussions and worship.
£40 per person, further details contact: development@urcwessex.org.uk
or 02380 674 513

House Groups
House Groups meet on several evenings during the week.
Please speak to Rev. Robert Weston, or the Church Secretary, Roger
Clark, if you are interested in joining a group.
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‘Growing the Church’ – Sharing our stories
Saturday 11th May 2013 at London Street URC, Basingstoke.
Ian Coffey, the keynote speaker for the ‘Growing the Church - Sharing
our Stories’ day in May will be speaking at the start of the day on “What
does a growing church look like?”, setting the scene for our time of
sharing and encouraging each other with some of the good news
stories that are happening around the synod and in the wider church.
In addition to the programme there will be displays and opportunities to
speak to people about Fresh Expressions, Youth and Children’s Work,
Rural Ministry, Messy Church and a bookstall organised with Keith Jones
Bookshops.
If you have not booked yourself in for this day then please could you do
so as soon as possible.
Contact development@urcwessex.org.uk or telephone Janeen Burke
on 023 80 674513 to book your place:-

Sponsored Walk for Christian Aid
Once again, Christian Aid is inviting willing walkers to take part in the
annual sponsored walk through the beautiful Oxfordshire countryside.
The walk takes place on Saturday 18th May and there are three
different walks catering for those who want a greater challenge! The
walks are 5 miles, 10 miles or 15 miles long and they all start at Bix Village
Hall, the walk taking in scenic paths between Henley and Nettlebed.
Registration takes place from 8.30am and 10.00am on the day, and you
can either collect sponsors before the day or give a £10 donation on
the day.
Further details are online at www.christianaid.org.uk/walks or email
events@christian-aid.org

Kitchen Redevelopment
It may seem that there has been little progress with the kitchen
redevelopment – but this is because the work has been in the
background. The completed accounts for last year give us a much
clearer picture of our healthy financial position.
page 12

The completed accounts have also been sent off with several
applications for trust funding – we are in the waiting stage, waiting to
hear whether our application will bear fruit. So often we can be
frustrated that God’s timing is not our timing.
But this waiting time is important as we seek to discern God’s will with
regards what can be achieved now, and what can be held over for
the future.
There will be an update at the May Church Meeting, at which we
should know whether the Wessex Synod is able to support our project.
Robert Weston

Take the first steps to making a difference!
A new video demonstrates the difference Training for Learning and
Serving is making to people’s lives. On the video, which can be viewed
at http://tinyurl.com/TLS-Video.
TLS offers opportunities to:
• Examine your faith
• Enrich your discipleship
• Explore your calling
How can I find out more?
More details, including the current prospectus and application form,
are to be found on the United Reformed Church Web-site at
www.urc.org.uk
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Preparing for a Sabbatical
As I mentioned last month, every ten years URC ministers are
encouraged to take a break from their ministry for three months.
Ministers can use their time in many different ways, with approval being
given by the Synod’s Training Officer.
The aim of my first sabbatical is to explore the Reformation towns/cities
of Wittenberg (in Germany), Zurich (in Switzerland) and Geneva (in
Switzerland) followed by a family holiday near La Rochelle (in France).
Rather than using expensive hotels we (Suzy and I) will be travelling
round Europe in our touring caravan.
Amy will be joining us in Switzerland and Toby will join us in France.
Andrew is busy with summer placements learning about life as a
solicitor, so will probably not be able to join us this summer.
Whilst we are visiting these key sites and the relevant museums &
churches, I will be reading up on the theology of Luther, Zwingli and
Calvin. Over the years I have read about various aspects and this three
month period will really help consolidate my earlier research.
At the Ministers’ Spring School in Salisbury (in April) I was able to visit the
extensive library at Sarum College and found a wealth of material
about Calvin and Luther – but less about Zwingli.
I was also able to discuss ideas with other ministers, some of whom are
preparing for their own sabbaticals and others who have already been
away. Now I have loads of ideas for my next sabbatical in 2023!
Robert Weston
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Church Flowers
At the March Church Meeting it was agreed to trial a new approach to
the distribution of church flowers after the morning service.
For many years we have taken the flowers to people in need of
cheering up and people who are celebrating a special occasion. This is
a lovely way of supporting our fellowship and reaching out to others.
Many times people have contacted me to say how much they have
appreciated the church flowers and the thoughts and prayers of the
congregation.
As the number of elders available to deliver flowers on a Sunday or
Monday has reduced, we have decided to try inviting anyone from the
Sunday congregation to take the flowers to someone they know in
need.
You do not need to be on the rota. You do not need to take flowers
every week. You just need to check with Robert or Roger after the
service, to make sure that there are enough bunches of flowers to go
round – usually three bunches of flowers are available.

Outside Noticeboards
You will soon see that the outside notice board (on Palmer Park Avenue
side of the building) has been repaired with a new sheet of toughened
glass.
This has taken some time as the whole case had to be taken to Erith in
Kent, back to the manufacturers. Whilst we had this repair work carried
out we also had a new backing board fitted, this is a blue steel sheet
which will not fade. The two stainless steel notice boards have already
given many years of good service, with the new backing boards they
should continue to give good service for another twenty years.
My thanks to Dave Jones and Toby Weston for their help in installing the
notice board.
Robert Weston

Church Directory
It has taken a while to check the records for over 200 people and to
update the spreadsheet with all this information.
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I am sure that you will agree that the new Directory has been worth all
the work and we thank Suzy Weston, Helen Durrant and Roger Clark for
their diligence.

IF Campaign and the G8 Meeting
There will be an historic day of action to mark the G8 Summit meeting
this year. People from across the UK will be coming together in London
on Saturday 8 June and in Belfast on Saturday 15 June.
Plans are well underway and we’re excited to announce that the
venues will be Hyde Park in central London and the impressive Belfast
City Hall. Christian Aid supporters will join together with tens of
thousands of people from across 120 charities and faith groups to
demand global action to tackle hunger.
Every day one in eight people go to bed hungry. And yet our planet
produces enough food for everyone. It’s unfair, it’s unjust – and it’s
totally preventable. This is also the year that the G8 leaders are right
here on our shores, and we’re uniting to tell them that enough is
enough.
Standing together with one voice inspired by fantastic speakers,
musicians and meaningful worship, we will send a clear message to the
G8 leaders as they prepare to meet in Fermanagh, Northern Ireland, for
their annual summit.
In 2005, Nelson Mandela challenged us to be the generation that could
end poverty. Eight years on, we really could be the generation that
ends hunger for millions IF we can persuade world leaders to take
action.
This year we want to see action on tax dodging, land grabs,
transparency and aid.
Alasdair Roxburgh, Christian Aid
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Poverty Truth and Lies Update
This month has seen major changes to how people of working age will
be supported when they are sick, unemployed or have low-paid jobs.
The largest group affected are those in low paid work and the group
affected most deeply are the disabled.
The reasons given by many for these changes were rooted in the
comfortable myths about poverty which the Truth and Lies campaign
aims to expose.
It was with some surprise that we found the position of the Churches
about poverty and welfare reform becoming headline news on Easter
Day. Other press coverage followed, some supportive and some not.
The campaign was also represented on The Big Questions on Sunday
morning.
The need to tell the truth about people in poverty has become a more
important issue in the public debate largely because people in
churches have been reading, tweeting, writing to MPs, talking to the
press, preaching ...and much more besides.
The Truth and Lies website contains resources for worship, a tool to write
to MPs as well as the report itself and graphics to share on social media.
The decisions around public spending for the next 5 years (the
comprehensive spending review due in June) are still being made - we
hope that by using these tools we can impress upon decision makers
that there is a sizable body in the country for whom the welfare of the
most vulnerable is of utmost importance.
‘Praxis’ - Public issues newsletter of the Baptist,
Methodist and United Reformed Churches
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Church Contacts
Minister:
Rev Robert Weston

office:

0118 926 5003

e-mail:

minister@parkurc.org.uk

e-mail:

churchsecretary@parkurc.org.uk

Church Secretary:
Roger Clark
Centre Manager:
Julie Cameron

phone:

0845 463 6426

e-mail:

centremanager@parkurc.org.uk

Magazine Editor:
Rod King

phone:
e-mail:

Church Website:

editor@parkurc.org.uk
www.parkurc.org.uk

Our church website has details of the many activities of the Church,
and of the charities that we support, it also has links to many more
websites.
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Regular Activities at Park
Sunday

1.00 pm
3.00 pm
4.00 pm
6.30 pm
7:00 pm

Worship
Young people’s groups & Crèche facilities
Holy Communion (1st Sunday)
Church of Zimbabwe International
Newlife Celebration Tamil Church
Worship at Sutton Court (1st Sunday of month)
Ignite Coffee & Cakes (in term-time)
Ignite Worship(in term-time)

Monday

9.30 am
10.00 am
1.45 pm
5.15 pm
6.45 pm
7.30 pm
8.00 pm

Park Mother & Toddlers Group
Monkey Music
Mayfield Singers
Beaver Scouts
Cub Scouts
Housegroup
Bujinkan Martial Arts

Tuesday

10:00 am
10:00 am
2.15 pm
2:00 pm
4.30 pm
5:00 pm
7:30 pm
7.30 pm
7.30 pm
7.30 pm
8.15 pm

Park 60+ Exercise
Happy Feet Footcare (every 6 weeks)
Friendship Club
Reading U3A Yoga (every 2 weeks)
Indian Dance Classes
Street Feet Dance
Earley Folk Dancing
Shaolin Fists Martial Arts
Badminton Club (Sept – March)
Housegroup
Aldbrickham Clog & Dance Group

Wednesday

9:30 am
10.00 am
12.00 pm
2.00 pm
5.30 pm
5.30 pm
7.00 pm
7.30 pm

Embroiderers’ Guild (monthly)
Park 60+ Exercise (12 noon seated session)
Reading Lunchtime Choir
Reading Macular Society (bi-monthly)
Beavers
First Class Learning
Scouts
Mostly G&S Singers

Thursday

11.00 am
2.00 pm
2.00 pm
2:00 pm
5:30 pm
5.30 pm
7.15 pm
7.15 pm
7.30 pm

Zumba Gold (Age UK)
U3A Madrigal Society (every 2 weeks)
Active Ageing
Reading Abbey Trefoil Group (4th Thurs of month)
Brownies
Rainbows
Guides
Senior Guides
Housegroup

Friday

9.45 am
6.30pm
9.00 am
9.30am
4.00pm
7:00 pm
7.30 pm

Zumba Fitness Class
Pilots
The Allenova Ballet School
Reading Seventh Day Adventist Community Group
Reading Community Gospel Choir
Footloose Line Dancing Group
FIZZANG(Youth Club)

Saturday

10.30 am
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