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Minister’s Letter
7 High Tree Drive, Earley, Reading RG6 1EU
Dear Friends,
Easter is a time for celebration – celebrating new life
and new hope – a hope that is revealed through the
cross of Christ. Our Easter celebrations at Park URC include special
services on Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter Sunday – and I
hope you are able to join in the celebrations!
At Easter with give thanks to God for the cross, a symbol of death for
many centuries which is transformed by the love of God into a symbol
of death overcome and new life. It is by the sacrifice of Christ Jesus that
we are set free from the things that hold us back, our weaknesses and
temptations, our guilt and anxieties, our apathy and indecision. Jesus
sets us free to live life in all its fullness, no longer are we shackled to the
past, now we are free to be the people God calls us to be.
At Easter we rejoice that God’s wisdom is greater than that of all
humanity; where we are uncertain or puzzled, God is certain and sure.
Therefore, we can trust that the Holy Spirit is alive and active in our lives
and in the world around us. We can trust the God of miracles when we
are feeling weak.
Over the past month we have been blessed by a number of people
who have stepped forward to join us a church members, it is great to
be part of a growing church and it is my prayer that more people will
respond to the call of Christ in this way.
Over the past month we have also been blessed by a number of
generous grants towards our kitchen and halls development project,
now we wait for the tender documents to go out to the contractors
and we pray that God will continue to bless us throughout all the works.
Over the past few weeks we have been reflecting on potential mission
developments for Park URC and these will be considered in more depth
by the newly formed Mission and Outreach Group, if you feel called to
serve on this group please contact me. The range of mission
opportunities is wide and embraces all ages, ideas include: after school
café, lunch clubs, toddler services, Messy Church, increasing our youth
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provision, arranging trips to Spring Harvest, increasing church lunches,
organizing gatherings for new members, making more use of our links
with organisations that meet on our premises and developing stronger
links to local shops along the Wokingham Road. These are all great
ideas and we’ll need to carry out some research into each of the ideas,
in order to assess their feasibility. If you have a passion for developing
any of these then please do speak to me or Joshua in the next few
weeks.
Messy Church is a particularly popular way of engaging families in
worship and a number of local churches are developing this approach.
Messy Church begins with an hour of craft activities based around a
bible theme, followed by half an hour of worship and prayer, followed
by a meal. Last month I visited St James Church in Woodley, where they
have been running Messy Church once a month for four years – they
regularly have 80-90 people worshipping each month. With our new
kitchen making catering on this scale more straight forward, this
appears a very good approach and would give a more ‘family friendly’
service for us to offer to our uniformed groups and our toddler groups.
There is no age restriction at Messy Church, but experience shows that it
attracts many families with children under 11 years old.
This month we are looking for nominations for two elders to serve the
church, replacing Phebe Mann and David Wong, who are moving to
London this summer. Please give some time to prayerfully considering
who God might be calling to join in the leadership of our fellowship.
Nomination forms need to be returned to the Church Secretary by
Easter Sunday 20th April.
So as we discern God’s guidance and as we seek to follow in the
footsteps of Christ; let us celebrate the risen Christ who leads us to life in
all its fullness (John 10:10)
Yours in Christ,
Robert

Church Family News
We send our love and congratulations to Abby King,
who celebrated her 18th birthday on March 29th, with
our very best wishes for the future.
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We send our love and congratulations to Barbara Baddoo, who
celebrates her 90th birthday on April 30th. At present she is still living at
Sutton Court, awaiting news of her move.
Congratulations also to Robert’s parents, Pauline and Jim Weston, who
celebrated their Golden Wedding on March 21st.
We were pleased to welcome Scarlet Mae Adams-Wheeler with her
parents John and Kayleigh, for Scarlet’s baptism on March 16th, praying
for God’s blessing on all her family.
We pray for those who serve the wider United Reformed Church: Alistair
Stichbury is the new Convener of the Wessex Synod Youth Executive,
and Roger Clark is the Convener of the North West Area Pastoral
Committee.
Several of our members and friends have taken up new jobs recently.
You may find yourself on a Reading Bus driven by Martin Smith; David
Wong has a new post at King’s College, University of London; Michael
Bhebhe has moved to a job in Winchester, and Robert Knox is working
in catering in Reading.
We congratulate Jenny King, who recently received an award from
Girlguiding for 40 years long service, here at Park and across the county
of Berkshire; and Robert Weston has a 10-year service award for
Scouting here.
We remember all who are receiving treatment at this time. John Wise
has undergone heart surgery at the John Radcliffe Hospital in Oxford;
Peter Short has been in the Royal Berks but is now at home; Neil
Applegate remains in the Sunrise Care Home. We remember Hazel
Curtis in the Parkside Nursing Home and all others in care homes.
Finally we send our deepest sympathy to Ellen Davis, a member of
Friendship Club, whose husband died recently. Ellen herself is waiting for
heart surgery.
Doreen Woods
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REinspired this term
REinspired have been busier than ever this term, helping 10 local
primary school deliver the Christian part of their Religious Education
curriculum. Our major focus since the end of February has been on
Easter. Many schools wanted extra Easter sessions this year with different
year groups than previous times, which has meant a lot of thought,
prayer and preparation taking place on the part of the team leaders!
This year we will have delivered 21 Easter sessions to all year groups and
in all schools, as well as presenting some Easter assemblies.
The sessions have included ‘hot seating’ – where, after the part of the
story has been told, a volunteer child takes the hot seat in role and is
interviewed by other children. The children come up with some
amazing questions, such as (to Mary) ‘Would you have taken his place
if you could have?’, to which the child in role as Mary answered, ‘Yes.
Definitely. Only I knew I couldn’t’. Another child asked a Roman Soldier,
‘Do you think you should have done this?’, to which the soldier
answered, ‘Well I had my doubts. But I was too scared not to do it. I
would have lost my job, and may have been killed myself, if I hadn’t
done it’.
The year 3 session stated with a donkey (puppet!) telling the story of
Palm Sunday – very entertaining! And the year 2 session ended with a
mass drama of Jesus cooking fish on the beach for the disciples –
complete with Sea of Galilee! We have made palm leaves to wave
during an interactive retelling of Palm Sunday; we have enacted foot
washing and the Last Supper where the disciples were interviewed
before and after hearing Jesus say he was going to die. We have
explored all of Holy week, why Jesus had to die and why it was sadness
turned to joy with the Resurrection.
Many local primary schools have bought into a curriculum package
that gives specific questions for each year group to explore at Easter.
As we are trying to support the schools in this, REinspired has also tried to
tailor sessions to address these questions. The questions in themselves
can be pretty challenging: ‘Did God intend Jesus to die and, if so, did
Jesus know about it?’, ‘What is ‘good’ about Good Friday?’, and ‘Is
forgiveness always possible?’ are just a few!
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We have had a fabulous couple of months working with the children
and teachers in the schools and, as well as hopefully sending them all
away with something to think about, know we have been blessed by a
fantastic God given opportunity to bring the Easter story alive to
hundreds of children in the local area.
Hallelujah!
Carrie King

Cafe Theologique
Cafe Theologique continues on Monday 28 April at 7.30pm in Zero
Degrees, 9 Bridge Street with a discussion on 'What about science: do I
have to be an atheist?', led by Revd Canon Angela Tilby, Canon at
Christ Church Oxford.
Free event. All welcome.
No
booking
necessary;
for
more
details,
chaplaincy@reading.ac.uk, or call 0118 378 8797.

please

email

Café Theologique is a place where, for the price of a cup of coffee or a
glass of wine, anyone can come to explore the latest ideas in theology.
Revd Canon Angela Tilby is a Canon at Christ Church, Oxford. Before
ordination she spent 22 years as a producer within the BBC's Religious
Department. She has made regular appearances on television and
radio, including Thought for the Day on BBC Radio Four.

Job Vacancy at CommuniShop
CommuniShop is a charity shop which fulfils our vision to contribute to
greater community cohesion. We currently have a vacancy for an
assistant shop supervisor for the shop.
For further information please contact them on 0118 926 3941
Francesca Yates

page 7

Kitchen and Halls Redevelopment
The March Church Meeting heard the latest news about our project to
develop the kitchen facilities, to improve the David’s Hall and to
update our fire alarm system. We have received three generous grants
in March: £5000 from the Bernard Sunley Trust, £12,000 from the Hugh
Boddington Trust and £10,000 from the Congregational and General
Trust – these grants make a significant step towards closing the funding
gap.
We are also waiting for responses from the following:
• The Englefield Charitable Trust
• The Cumber Family Charitable Trust
• The Edgar Milward Trust
Some trusts only meet quarterly and it may be some time before we
hear the outcome of our remaining applications.
Dave Jones and Geoff Cornell have worked with a small group of our
caterers to determine the equipment requirements and the layout of
the kitchen. Our predicted timetable is that work will begin near the
end of July and should be completed in 8-12 weeks. Before the work in
the kitchen and David’s Hall begins, we will be installing a sink unit, a
fridge and a dishwasher in the Small Hall (which will act as a temporary
kitchen during the construction phase) this should be completed by the
end of May.
Our fundraising activities to date have been well supported and
enjoyable events, thank you to all who have helped run our activities
and to all who have supported them!
Robert Weston
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Christian Aid Week 11th – 17th May 2014
Christian Aid Week is fast approaching, and we need to find a good
number of people to cover our roads for the house-to-house collection.
We know that this can sometimes seem a discouraging task, when very
few people are at home, or the ones who are in say they have given in
other ways (or even refuse to help), but Jessica Hall told us at the fish
and chip supper in March, that of the £12 million raised in Christian Aid
Week last year, 70% came from the house-to-house collections. So that
is an enormous amount which would be lost to this cause helping the
poorest people if none of us went out collecting.
So please join our team this year – if you have never collected before
we can pair you up with an experienced collector to encourage you.
We hope to have the envelopes and other material by the beginning
of May, but please talk to Doreen Woods, Sally Kirk or Gaye Rees to
confirm that you will be one of our existing collectors, or to volunteer for
the first time.
Doreen Woods

Maintenance news
Many of you will be unaware of the improvements to the lighting in the
passageway round the back of the church halls – these are mainly used
by our Scouts as they access their store room and by groups using the
stage. We are aware of the problems with opening the church doors
and when they have dried out we hope to be able to fix them. We are
also aware of the potholes that have grown in the car park, again
these should be fixed when they have dried out!
You may have spotted some missing panels in the David’s Hall ceiling,
these have been removed by Dave so that the engineers can assess
the ceiling and roof work prior to the kitchen development project.
Robert Weston
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Women’s World Day of Prayer
Friday March 7th 2014
This service, written by Christian women, from a different country each
year, is held annually on the first Friday of March. The selected country
and its people becomes the focus of the world’s prayers on the day
itself. The first service of the day takes place on the Island of Samoa as
dawn breaks. The world is then circled in prayer for 36 hours and the
service is celebrated in over 170 countries until the last one of this
special day takes place on American Samoa. We always sing “The day
thou gavest, Lord, is ended” at the end of the service to remind us that
“the voice of prayer is never silent”.
The theme of this year’ service is “Streams in the Desert”. The service has
been prepared by the women of Egypt – a country whose people
certainly need our prayers at present, although the service was written
at a time of great hope, just after the Arab Spring.
There will be a service at the Church of the Sacred Heart, Watlington
Street, at 10.30 am, when the speaker will be Major Alison Hudson.
Our local service will be held at Earley St Peter’s Church in Church Road
at 2 pm. Members of several local churches will be taking part, and our
speaker will be Mrs Christine Orme, a lay reader from the churches in
South Reading. Members of St Peter’s are offering refreshments after
the service.
We hope to have a good congregation, and do not be misled by the
title - all are welcome to attend!
Doreen Woods

Maundy Thursday
Anderson Baptist Church will be hosting this year’s Maundy Thursday
event which will include food on Thursday 217th April from 7.00pm at
Anderson Baptist Church, Amherst Road (just off St Peter’s Road). Please
do come along as we remember the last supper that Jesus shared with
his disciples.
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St Matthew’s United Church of Zambia
After many years in ministry at St Matthew’s Church in Lusaka, Rev
Mwape Chilekwa, retired on 31st December 2013. The new minister at St
Matthew’s Church is Rev Rachel Mkandawire. Mwape says, ‘She is an
able minister and I am sure that she will do well. St Matthews are now
constructing a multi-purpose hall and is about to begin constructing a
block of flats on the plot next to the church.’
May I encourage you to pray for our link church in Lusaka, for the
congregation, their new minister and for this new development of the
church premises.

Recycling Rewards for Wokingham Residents
Many of you may know that if you live in Wokingham Borough there is a
reward scheme which anyone can use if they recycle using their black
boxes each week. It is very simple to use, all you need to do is go online
and click on the button that says ‘I have recycled’ and then you get
points which can be exchanged for money off vouchers.
The ones I have used most are for swim discount at Bulmershe Leisure
Centre and discount on cycle maintenance at Cyclezone (the bike
shop at the Three Tuns) – but other vouchers are available from Marks
and Spencer, Brown Bag, Subway, Finn Hair, etc.
The scheme used to be called Recyclebank but is now Greenredeem
and
joining
Greenredeem
is
free
–
just
log
on
to
www.greenredeem.co.uk – there is even an app for those people who
prefer to use their mobile phone.
Rob Weston

House Groups
House Groups meet on several evenings during the week. Please speak
to Rev. Robert Weston, or the Church Secretary, Roger Clark, if you are
interested in joining a group.
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Fundraising for our Development Project
The fundraising team suggest the following dates for a range of
activities, many of which you will notice, involve food! We hope that
you’ll be able to support several of these events – maybe all of them –
all of which give us opportunity to share fellowship together.
• 10th May ..... Sponsored event(s): Walk, run, cycle, swim
• 7th June ...... DRAPES entertainment
• 5th July ........ BBQ and games in Palmer Park
• 27th Sept ..... Harvest Talents Event and Evening Meal
• 11th Oct ...... Meal and music evening
• 29th Nov ...... Christmas Fair
Details of each event will be given out in the notices and displayed on
posters in the church halls. All of the events are being held at Park URC
except the ‘Sponsored walk, run, cycle, swim’ which will involve several
venues (the swimming will hopefully be at Bulmershe Leisure Centre).

Student Minister
We were delighted that Joshua Norris led our SALT Festival service on
Sunday 23rd March, reminding us of the story of Joshua, who led the
Israelites across the River Jordan.
We are also pleased to hear that Joshua has received a 100% call from
three churches in Essex. Joshua has accepted the call to be the Minister
of Word and Sacrament for this group of churches and we pray that
God will bless Joshua and the congregations as they prepare for his
arrival in the summer.
Joshua is with us for a little longer, until Sunday 1st June, 2014.
Robert Weston

From the Church Registers
Baptism

16 March 2014

Scarlet Mae Adams-Wheeler

page 12

Holiday Forum, August 2014
You may have already seen details of Holiday Forum 2014 which is
being held in Swanwick, Derbyshire during August. This week long event
run by volunteers from across the UK contains a mix of worship,
entertainment, theme sessions, discussion groups, visits to local
attractions, activities for children and young people.
If you would like to go but were wondering how to get there we have a
solution. One of the steering group, Ted Graham from Thatcham URC
has arranged for a coach which will be going from our area to Holiday
Forum. Ted is able to offer this transport for free!
More details can be found at the website www.urcholidayforum.org.uk
and you can find out about previous holiday weeks just talk to Les Dray,
Doreen Woods or Gaye Rees.

Kitchen Project Donations
As you may have read elsewhere, in March we received notification of
three major trust fund donations for our New Kitchen and David’s Hall
project.
If you would like to make a donation towards this project, you can do
so by making a direct payment into the special Capital Project
account, for which the bank details are:
Bank:
Sort Code:
Account No:
Account Name:

Barclays Bank PLC
20-71-03
13374076
Park United Reformed Church

If you do this, please also let me know, so that we can acknowledge
your donation and ensure that Gift Aid is claimed on your donation (if
you qualify for Gift Aid).
Alistair Knox
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Planting Poppies for Peace and Remembrance
As part of the denomination’s plans to mark the centenary of the First
World War, the United Reformed Church is encouraging churches and
individuals to plant both white and red poppies during Holy Week, and
ideally on Good Friday (18 April) to mark the 100-year commemoration
of the declaration of the First World War. The hope is that they will be in
bloom on or around 4 August – the 100 year commemoration of the
declaration of war.
This initiative was first announced at Mission Council on Wednesday 12
March. The campaign is a joint initiative on behalf of the mission and
communications committees of the URC to mark the beginning of the
four years of the First World War commemorations. It is hoped that
poppy planting in Holy Week – both white poppies for peace and red
poppies for remembrance – will become a feature of the
commemorations for the next four years.
Gill Nichol, the URC’s interim director of communications, said: “We
encourage United Reformed churches across the three nations to plant
both red poppies and white poppies, in land, window boxes, or tubs
outside their church building during Holy Week, in the clear hope that
they will bloom on or around 4 August.”
Gill Nichol

Thinking of Keeping Chickens?
For anyone who is thinking about keeping a few chickens in their
garden, we have a small chicken home and run, called an Eglu.
This is available for anyone interested, in exchange for a donation
towards our kitchen and halls development fund. The Eglu has been
used but being plastic it is designed to last many years!
Rob & Suzy Weston
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April Calendar
Wed
Sat
Sun

2nd
5th
6th

9.30 am
6.30 pm
9.30 am
10.30am

Morning Prayers
Quiz evening
Prayers in the Upper Room
Morning Worship with Holy Communion
No evening service
th
Wed 9
9.30 am Morning Prayers
th
9.30 am Prayers in the Upper Room
Sun
13
10.30am Morning Worship for Palm Sunday
6.00 pm Holy Communion with a time of Prayer for
Healing and Wholeness
Wed 16th 9.30 am Morning Prayers
Thur 17th 7.00 pm Maundy Thursday service at Anderson Baptist
Church
th
Fri
18
Good Friday
10 am
Walk of Witness from St Andrew’s URC to Earley
St Peter’s Church, stopping for prayer at St
Luke’s, Park and Anderson and finishing with
lunch at St Peter’s
3.00 pm Service at Park URC
Sat
19th 10.30am Decoration of the church for Easter Day
Sun
20th 9.00 am Early Communion service, followed by breakfast
10.30am Worship for Easter Day with Holy Communion
No evening service
rd
Wed 23
9.30 am Morning Prayers
Last Day for material for the May Park URC magazine
Sat
26th Wessex Youth Day at Wokingham
Sun
27th URC afternoon family event, Oakwood Centre,
Wokingham
th
Sun
27
9.30 am Prayers in the Upper Room
10.30am Morning Worship
7.00 pm Ignite! evening Worship
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Easter Thought for the Day - New Heart
This week's news suggests that we can take heart about something at
least - literally. A British research team has managed to grow part of a
human heart from stem cells taken from bone marrow - a discovery that
promises some serious progress in transplant surgery, given the shortage
of actual human hearts for transplants at the moment.
It's a way of getting around the many problems that come up with the
artificial heart valves that lots of people rely on at the moment.
Something grown from your own genetic material isn't likely to be
rejected. It works with the grain of who and what you are.
Well, despite our knowledge of school biology, we still talk about hearts
as if they were more than just lumps of muscle inside the ribcage; we still
use 'heart' as shorthand for what makes us tick. We take heart, we
break our hearts or have them broken, we beg someone to have a
heart, we accuse them of being hardhearted. So how do we think
about the healing of hearts in this sense? What's the heart surgery that
can deal with broken or hardened hearts?
The answer seems to be in line with what the Imperial College team
have worked out this week at the physical level. You won't find healing
by an artificial implant - by sticking something into your life that won't
really fit and doesn't work with the flow of energy in the body.
Something has to grow in you that really belongs with that flow, and
changes things from inside.
Good Friday brings us up sharp against the recognition that something
is very wrong with the human heart. The cross on which Jesus dies
reminds us of the countless places where human beings make other
human beings suffer unspeakably - and of the fact that most of us most
of the time don't notice, and, even when we do, can't do anything to
stop it or make things safe.
Healing doesn't come by any kind of man-made contrivance - by
success in technology or politics or business. It only comes if we let some
buried and forgotten bits of our humanity come to the surface. And
what the whole of Jesus' life is meant to say to us is that those bits of our
human nature we often don't value or notice, the bits that our society
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doesn't pay much attention to, are the ones most in tune with God and
so the ones that God can use to rebuild us.
Our capacity for trust; our capacity for compassion; our honesty about
our weaknesses - there's where God can really take hold of us. There's
the tissue out of which new hearts can be constructed.
from Rowan Williams

Unwrapping the Gifts of the Cross
Much has been said about Jesus’ “gift of the Cross.” But what of the
other gifts? What of the nails, the crown of thorns? The garments taken
by the soldiers? Have you taken time to open these gifts?
He didn’t have to give us these gifts, you know. The only required act for
our salvation was the shedding of blood, yet He did much more. So
much more.
Search the scene of the Cross—and what do you find? A wine-soaked
sponge. A sign. Two crosses beside Christ. Divine gifts intended to stir
that moment, that split second when your face will brighten, your eyes
will widen, and God will hear you whisper, “You did this for me?” Dare
we think such thoughts?
Let’s unwrap these gifts of grace– as if for the first time. Pause and
listen. Perhaps you will hear Him whisper, “I did it just for you!”
from Max Lugado
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Church Contacts
Minister:
Rev Robert Weston

office:

0118 926 5003

e-mail:

minister@parkurc.org.uk

e-mail:

churchsecretary@parkurc.org.uk

Church Secretary:
Roger Clark
Centre Manager:
Julie Cameron

phone:

0845 463 6426

e-mail:

centremanager@parkurc.org.uk

Magazine Editor:
Rod King

phone:

editor@parkurc.org.uk

e-mail:

Church Website:

www.parkurc.org.uk

Our church website has details of the many activities of the Church,
and of the charities that we support, it also has links to many more
websites.
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Regular Activities at Park
Sunday

1.00 pm
3.00 pm
4.00 pm
6.30 pm
7:00 pm

Worship
Young people’s groups & Crèche facilities
Holy Communion (1st Sunday)
Church of Zimbabwe International
Newlife Celebration Tamil Church
Worship at Sutton Court (1st Sunday of month)
Ignite Coffee & Cakes (in term-time)
Ignite Worship(in term-time)

Monday

9.30 am
10.00 am
1.45 pm
5.15 pm
6.45 pm
7.30 pm
8.00 pm

Park Mother & Toddlers Group
Monkey Music
Mayfield Singers
Beaver Scouts
Cub Scouts
Housegroup
Bujinkan Martial Arts

Tuesday

10:00 am
10:00 am
2.15 pm
2:00 pm
4.30 pm
5:00 pm
7:30 pm
7.30 pm
7.30 pm
7.30 pm
8.15 pm

Park 60+ Exercise
Happy Feet Footcare (every 6 weeks)
Friendship Club
Reading U3A Yoga (every 2 weeks)
Indian Dance Classes
Street Feet Dance
Earley Folk Dancing
Shaolin Fists Martial Arts
Badminton Club (Sept – March)
Housegroup
Aldbrickham Clog & Dance Group

Wednesday

9:30 am
10.00 am
12.00 pm
2.00 pm
5.30 pm
5.30 pm
7.00 pm
7.30 pm

Embroiderers’ Guild (monthly)
Park 60+ Exercise (12 noon seated session)
Reading Lunchtime Choir
Reading Macular Society (bi-monthly)
Beavers
First Class Learning
Scouts
Mostly G&S Singers

Thursday

11.00 am
2.00 pm
2.00 pm
2:00 pm
5:30 pm
5.30 pm
7.15 pm
7.15 pm
7.30 pm

Zumba Gold (Age UK)
U3A Madrigal Society (every 2 weeks)
Active Ageing
Reading Abbey Trefoil Group (4th Thurs of month)
Brownies
Rainbows
Guides
Senior Guides
Housegroup

Friday

9.45 am
6.30pm
9.00 am
9.30am
4.00pm
7:00 pm
7.30 pm

Zumba Fitness Class
Pilots
The Allenova Ballet School
Reading Seventh Day Adventist Community Group
Reading Community Gospel Choir
Footloose Line Dancing Group
FIZZANG(Youth Club)

Saturday

10.30 am
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