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Christmas greetings from all of
us at Park United Reformed
Church
The views expressed in this magazine are those of the individual contributors, and do not necessarily
represent the views of Park United Reformed Church, nor those of the editor, if you want to hear his, just
ask.

page 2

Minister’s Letter
7 High Tree Drive, Earley, Reading RG6 1EU
Dear Friends,
This year Advent (the time of preparation for
Christmas) began on the 30th November, the day
after our successful Christmas Fair. Once again it was
a real team effort with many volunteers in the
kitchen and serving refreshments, many volunteers
helping on the stalls and many volunteers helping to
pack everything away at the end – well done to you all, and thank you!
As always, it is my prayer that during the busy period of Advent and in
our Christmas celebrations, we will all remember that the reason for our
celebration is that God chose to live among us as a human being, fully
divine yet fully human.
This year I’ve been talking to people about their different family
traditions; some people will be away visiting relatives in far flung places,
some people will be preparing to accommodate relatives, some
people will be changing their traditions. Some people will be starting
new traditions or celebrating Christmas in a new home – may the love
of Christ be a central part of your celebrations.
During this time of preparation, may I encourage you to enjoy some of
the simple things in life? Perhaps a walk around the lakes at Dinton
Pastures, along by the Kennet and Avon canal or the River Thames?
Why not include a letter in some of your Christmas cards? Maybe go for
a wander round Palmer Park and kick up the autumn leaves? We live in
such a beautiful part of England, but it is easy to forget how close we
are to God’s creation – let’s make the most of those clear, crisp winter’s
days!
At the end of the year, I often find myself reflecting on the past twelve
months and looking forward. Over the past twelve months we have
made amazing progress with our kitchen development project and it is
such a joy to see the kitchen in regular use by many groups.
As I look forward to the next year, I look forward to Messy Church
becoming an established part of our regular worship and all the new
people that will be a part of our church. I also look forward to getting to
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know some of the residents at Lakeside Care Home where we’ll be
leading monthly services.
We are blessed at Park URC to have so many people sent by God. We
rejoice that our student Minister, Joshua Norris, is now settled in his
pastorate in Essex, giving thanks to God for his significant contribution to
the life of Park URC earlier in the year.
We give thanks to all who have served as elders in the past twelve
months and we pray for Zi Bhebhe, Frances Lancaster, Bob Dewing,
Chris Gayford and Rod King who will all be inducted on 11th January
2015.
We give special thanks to Tim Lancaster who has served as our Pilots
captain for 5 years and to Dave Jones who did such a good job of
liaising with the contractors during our development project and in
tackling so many maintenance tasks.
In July 2015 a Minister from the United Church of Christ in Longmont,
Colorado is planning an exchange for a month. I am waiting to hear
the final details but we anticipate that the Rev Rick King will come over
for a month with his family and will stay in the Manse; while Suzy, Amy
and I stay in the Manse in Colorado. It will be fascinating for us to
experience church life in a different continent and congregation. As
details are finalised I will keep you updated via the church magazine
and website.
Whatever plans you have for 2015, may we all know the light of Christ in
our lives and the guidance of the Holy Spirit:
‘Out of the fullness of his grace he has blessed us all, giving us one
blessing after another. God gave the Law through Moses, but grace
and truth came through Jesus Christ.’’ (John chapter 1, verses 16-17)
May God bless you as you celebrate Christ this Christmas!
Yours in Christ,
Robert
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Church Family News
It is good to know that Andrew Weston and the other Christian Aid
interns, with Andrew Jackson, have returned from their journey to
Ethiopia, where they were visiting various partner projects.
We send our best wishes to Daniel Gillett who celebrated his 18th
birthday on November 16th. Daniel featured in a TV clip during the
“Children in Need” programmes, featuring his voluntary work with a
group of autistic young people.
On Remembrance Sunday a memorial plaque which commemorates
those members of the old Trinity Congregational Church who fell in the
1914-1918 war, was rededicated and installed at the church of St Mary
Minster in the Butts. It was good that Les Dray and other former
members of Trinity were able to be present at that service.
We remember all those who are awaiting or recovering from treatment,
including Les Dray, Susan Short, Susan Hora (a friend of Julia Marsh, now
returned home after a long stay in hospital), Bob Butler, and Sally Street.
We also remember those at home, with long term conditions, and those
who care for them: Andrea Dewing, Carole Clark, Elizabeth Knox and
Pat Fuller; and friends in care homes and their families, especially Hazel
Curtis and Ianthe Chaitu.
A number of friends are concerned for their families who live away from
Reading, and we think particularly of Bev Warden, whose father has
had a stroke and is recovering slowly, and Tim Lancaster’s grandfather.
We assure all these friends of our continuing prayers and concern.
It only remains for me to wish you all a very happy Christmas, and to
thank you for the news you have given me during the year.
Please continue to keep me up to date with news of present and
former members of the Park family.
Doreen Woods

page 5

Christmas Services 2014
Sunday
December 14th

10.30 am
6.00 pm

Christmas Gift Parade
Christmas Healing Service

Wednesday
December 17th

7.00 pm

Sing Christmas

10.30 am

Morning Worship
Christmas readings and
carols by candlelight

Sunday
December 21st
Christmas Day

6.00 pm
9.30 am

Morning Worship

Messy Church at Park
Messy Church will be on Sunday
afternoons from 3.00pm -5.00pm, on
following dates:

the

Sunday 7th December 2014

Christmas

Sunday 4th January 2015

Creation

Sunday 1st February 2015

Noah

Sunday 1st March 2015

Easter

Sunday 12th April 2015

Abraham

Sunday 3rd May 2015

Pentecost

fun, food, friendship, faith - further details: www.parkurc.org.uk - phone:
0118 926 5003
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Church Meeting Summary
The November Church Meeting heard the latest news about our new
congregations which will be formed when we start up Messy Church
and the services at Lakeside Care Home. Both of these new services will
meet once a month and will be advertised on the premises, in our
magazine and on the church website.
The Church Meeting also heard about proposals to update the Church
Constitution in order that we can be registered with the Charity
Commission. There were concerns expressed about the need for elders
to be eligible to be trustees and whether this might prevent suitable
people from serving. In the light of these concerns, the elders were
asked to seek further clarification about the impact of the proposed
changes.
The Church Meeting also heard about the issues with the large hall roof,
which is beginning to leak in a couple of places. A temporary cover will
be in place for the winter with the hope that we can secure funding for
a new roof in the spring or summer next year. Church Meeting agreed
to apply to the Wessex Synod for permission to carry out this work and
for a grant/loan towards the cost which is estimated to be around
£25,000.

Maintenance news
There are always small maintenance tasks all round our church
premises, over the next few weeks we will replace some fluorescent
tubes in the corridor and Large Hall, some of which required the use of
the tower. For the kitchen, three paper towel dispensers have been
purchased and will be fixed to the wall. A number of people have
noticed the ‘H’ above the church doors which needs to be refixed. The
boiler has required some attention during November but the engineer
from Oxford Renewables is hopeful that we have solved the problems!
If you notice anything around the building that needs some attention,
please do inform Julie Cameron, our Centre Manager, as she will
consult the appropriate people.
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Exploring Borneo
Thanks to the support and generosity of friends, family and the odd
helpful stranger I was fortunate enough to spend three weeks exploring
Borneo – a small island composed of parts of Malaysia, Indonesia and
the entirety of Brunei – with 51 fellow Reading School students this past
summer holiday. Much of this support came from members of Park
Church buying cakes, allowing me near their cars with a sponge (even
in torrential rain) and providing me with hints and tips regarding the
sourcing of equipment.
After landing and sleeping over in Kota Kinabalu, the state capital of
Sabah, we started to project stage of the expedition on Mantanani
Island. Joining a team of locals and Filipino immigrants, we set about
dismantling an abandoned hotel and using the wood to extend the
greenhouse in which coconuts and Durian fruit (NB: avoid if at all
possible) would be grown. Once enough wood had been gathered, I
joined a team collecting and planting sprouting coconuts. This was very
much like enjoying a green-fingered day back home, but with the
added ‘Deadly Spiders’ wildcard.
With a few close encounters under our belt, and upon discovering that
nearly every single insect in sight was venomous, we decided to set our
sights on a less dangerous part of the project: constructing a secure hut
in which the water pump (a valuable piece of equipment) could be
stored. This involved collecting water bottles and other plastic
containers that wash up on the beaches after being dumped by cargo
ships and filling them with a mixture of wet sand and cement.
After discovering Buxton bottles and empty Flash beach containers, we
were struck by the realisation that the irresponsible dumping of waste
into the ocean is impacting on some of the world’s most beautiful and
natural locations.
Next up was the relaxation stage – a chance to unwind after a
relatively strenuous week by travelling to Sepilok to see orang-utans,
proboscis monkeys and silver-leaf monkeys in rehabilitation centres. A
truly breath taking and unforgettable experience – and an opportunity
to watch tourists risk (and in the case of a rather unfortunate German,
lose) their cameras with people-friendly primates swinging freely
around. For the insect and bat enthusiasts among our contingent, we
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had the opportunity to enter the Gomantong caves where tiny bird’s
nests are harvested and used in traditional medicines and
confectionary. The final and most exciting stage was the two days
spent cruising along the Kinabatangan River, seeing pygmy elephants,
proboscis monkeys, crocodiles and a plethora of exotic and noisy birds.
The trek stage consisted of 5 days trekking from Bario – one of the few
Christian settlements in Borneo, defended by Gurkha soldiers during
WWII and resultantly one of the few settlements not to fall to the
Japanese army – through the jungle, including a semi-legal crossing of
the Indonesian border. Despite the presence of leeches, more deadly
bugs, mosquitoes and ants that just love to bite, sleeping under the
canopy in hammocks set up in a team-constructed campsite rather
than using the tourist hotspots was a rewarding challenge and exciting
experience.
Without the support, both financial and otherwise, of the congregation,
this truly unique and entirely unmatched opportunity would have
passed me by and for this I am truly grateful.
Daniel Gillett

God’s Garden
Picture outside a
garden in Bristol clearly showing that
God is a cat!
Alan Holmes
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A Christmas Meditation
Packed high streets in December,
expectations to be met,
pursuing instant pleasure,
on a mounting wave of debt.
now the only bells ringing,
are the ringing of the tills.
and the only lasting feeling,
is the worry of the bills.
is this how Christmas should be?
when the message is so clear…
hear the right Christmas voices,
make the right Christmas choices,
and put Christ into Christmas this year,
put Christ into Christmas this year.
The brightest light that shines now,
is the sales sign in the store.
it hides the star that shone on You,
the hope that You came for.
the loudest song that’s heard now,
is X factor’s number one.
it drowns the sounds of Angels praise,
of new birth of Your Son.
is this how Christmas should be?
when the message is so clear…
hear the right Christmas voices,
make the right Christmas choices,
and put Christ into Christmas this year,
put Christ into Christmas this year.
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Give us time amongst the rush,
to think about Your birth.
give us joy so we can praise,
to reflect on what life’s worth.
give us truth in all our lives,
to know a better way
make clear the message in our hearts,
of that first Christmas day.
This is how Christmas should be
Your message is so clear…
I hear the right Christmas voices,
know the right Christmas choice is,
to put Christ into Christmas,
to put Christ into Christmas,
to put Christ into Christmas this year
to put Christ into Christmas this year
Two Crochets & a Quaver

Christmas Carols
You may recall that last year there was a successful event singing
Christmas carols from Germany and Reading’s other twin countries in
the town centre.
It will be repeated this year on Wednesday 17th December at 6 pm at
the pop-up ice rink “Reading Winter on Ice” in the Forbury Gardens. I
would be very grateful if you would come and join in, and would pass
this information on to anyone who might like to take part. We expect
there to be suitable light refreshments and a collection for the Mayor’s
charities.
We plan to sing some carols in German, but don’t worry if you don’t
have a perfect accent! All will be welcome.
Robert Dimmick
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WINGS 2014
In August, 18 Scouts and 9 Explorers
from Park went to WINGS2014 in
Windsor Great Park.
The scouts enjoyed a host of
activities including learning DIY skills
such as wallpapering, laser tag, a
hike to Windsor
Seven of our Cubs went for the day
on the Wednesday and had a
great time doing the Discover
WINGS treasure hunt, participating in the Perform It Zone and enjoying
the WINGS Got Talent Show in the evening.
The Cubs, Scouts and Explorers were supported by leaders from all the
sections plus two parents and two leaders on the WINGS staff. Thanks to
all of them for their great efforts.

Senior Citizen’s Christmas Party
The Scout Group has run a Christmas Party at Park Church for its senior
citizens for over twenty five years. Scouts look after around forty guests,
serve them with refreshments and provide musical and ‘theatrical’
entertainment.
The guests also receive a present and a card as they leave. Every year
the senior citizens who attend are full of praise for the young people
involved and very much enjoy their afternoon.
This year the party will be on 14th December. We would be very
grateful for any volunteers who could offer lifts for our guests, either
before or after the event, or assist in the kitchen on the afternoon. If you
are able to help with any of these please speak to your child’s Section
Leader or contact the organiser
Verity Kemp

page 12

Palmer Park Prayer Walk
At a retreat centre in Romsey I came across a simple idea which I have
adapted for Palmer Park. We have produced a guided walk leaflet,
with suggestions of places to pause and pray. The leaflet is free for
people to take and available just inside the Park URC halls. If you have
any ideas or suggestions to improve the leaflet please see me or drop
me an email: minister@parkurc.org.uk

Website news
David Wong has been busy updating our website so that it is easy to
view from a computer, tablet or mobile phone; many thanks for your
work on this David. Do have a look and check out the website – if you
see something that needs updating please contact me – we know that
many people find our church via the webpages so it is important that
we keep everything as up-to-date as possible!

Remembrance Service
A number of people said how moving it was to have details of the lives
of the people listed on the Park Church memorial plaque, which were
so well presented in a PowerPoint show adapted by Rod King.
Once again, I would like to record our thanks to Liz Tait for her
assistance in carrying out the research into the men from Park.
Many people appreciated the song which Rod, Tony and Frances
prepared for the Remembrance Service. After the service I was
contacted by Jennifer Thick, grand-daughter of John Thick, who was
very interested to hear more about her grandfather and the memorial
at Park URC.
Robert Weston
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Wilfred, Victor, Harry, Leslie, Charles and John
Following on from the Remembrance Day service last month, this is the
second part of the meditation over the deaths of the six men from Park
in the First World War.
as Wilfred, Les and Victor died,
when cruel shells pierced them through.
did You think of the spear and nails,
that pierced Your body too?
and did You share their agony,
their fear and grief as well?
and lift them up to heavenly peace,
away from earthly hell?
as Harry and a thousand men,
were dragged beneath the sea.
did he share Your disciples’ fear,
in that storm on Galilee?
and as You did with Peter,
did You reach out to him there?
to lift him up to be with You,
away from death’s despair?
as Charlie’s blood spilt from his wounds,
on Palestine’s dry sand.
did his spilt blood mix there with Yours
spilt on that Holy land?
and still the blood soaks in that soil,
and still grief falls as well
when will that land see earthly peace,
instead of earthly hell?
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as John lay dying in hospital,
his young wife by his side.
did her cries match the womens’ cries,
that You heard as You died?
and did You share their agony,
their helplessness as well?
and lift him up to heavenly peace,
away from earthly hell?
they never lived to love again
to pray again at Park.
or sit and talk with those they loved,
round firesides after dark.
they never lived to hear again,
the birds sing in the trees.
or smell the springtime flowers.
or feel the summer breeze.
they never lived to laugh again
their love, their life, was gone
Wilfred, Victor, Harry,
Leslie, Charles and John.
Wilfred, Victor, Harry,
Leslie, Charles and John.
Wilfred, Victor, Harry,
Leslie, Charles and John
Two Crochets & a Quaver
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December Calendar
Wed

3rd

Sun

7th

Wed
Fri
Sun

10th
12th
14th

Wed

17th

Sun

21st

Wed
Thur
Sun

24th
25th
28th

Wed

31

9.30 am
7.30 pm
9.30 am
10.30am
3.00 pm
7.00 pm
9.30 am
7.30 pm
9.30 am
10.30am
3.00 pm
6.00 pm
9.30 am
7.00 pm
9.30 am
10.30am
6.00 pm
9.30 am
10.30am

Morning Prayers
Finance and General Purposes Committee
Prayers in the Upper Room
Morning Worship with Holy Communion
Messy Church
Ignite Christmas carols
Morning Prayers
Messy Church Planning Meeting
Prayers in the Upper Room
Gift Parade Service
Scout Party for Senior Citizens
Holy Communion with a time of prayer for
Healing and Wholeness
Morning Prayers
Sing Christmas
Prayers in the Upper Room
Morning Worship
Candlelit Carol Service with the Choir
No Morning Prayers
Christmas Day Service
Morning Worship
No evening service
No Morning Prayers

Park Toddler Group news
The toddler group will be sharing the Christmas story on Monday 15th
December, usual time 9.30am – 11.15am. Everyone is welcome to
come along and enjoy the mince pies and Christmas story (dressing up
is optional).
Judith Enang, Suzy Weston, Julie Holmes
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January Calendar
Sun

4th

9.30 am
10.30am
3.00 pm

Wed

7th

Sun

11th

9.30 am
7.30 pm
9.30 am
10.30am
6.00 pm

Tues
Wed

13th
14th

Sun

18th

Wed

21st

Sun

25th

Wed

28th

2.15 pm
9.30 am
7.30 pm
9.30 am
10.30am
7.00 pm
9.30 am

9.30 am
10.30am
12 noon
7.00 pm
9.30 pm

Prayers in the Upper Room
Morning Worship with Holy Communion
Messy Church
No evening service
Morning Prayers
Finance & General Purposes Committee
Prayers in the Upper Room
Morning Worship with Ordination and Induction
of Elders
Holy Communion with a time of prayer for
healing a d wholeness
Friendship Club begins new session
Morning Prayers
Elders Meeting
Prayers in the Upper Room
Morning Worship
Ignite evening worship
Morning Prayers
Last day for contributions for the February
magazine, to be published on February 1st
Prayers in the Upper Room
Morning Worship
Church Meeting
Ignite evening worship
Morning Prayers
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Church Contacts
Minister:
Rev Robert Weston

office:

0118 926 5003

e-mail:

minister@parkurc.org.uk

e-mail:

churchsecretary@parkurc.org.uk

Church Secretary:
Roger Clark
Centre Manager:
Julie Cameron

phone:

0845 463 6426

e-mail:

centremanager@parkurc.org.uk

Magazine Editor:
Rod King

phone:

editor@parkurc.org.uk

e-mail:

Church Website:

www.parkurc.org.uk

Our church website is updated regularly and has details of the many
activities of the Church. You will also find some of the charities that we
support, with links to even more helpful websites.
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Regular Activities at Park
Sunday

1.00 pm
3.00 pm
4.00 pm
6.30 pm
7:00 pm

Worship
Young people’s groups & Crèche facilities
Holy Communion (1st Sunday)
Church of Zimbabwe International
Newlife Celebration Tamil Church
Worship at Sutton Court (1st Sunday of month)
Ignite Coffee & Cakes (in term-time)
Ignite Worship(in term-time)

Monday

9.30 am
10.00 am
1.45 pm
5.15 pm
6.45 pm
7.30 pm
8.00 pm

Park Mother & Toddlers Group
Monkey Music
Mayfield Singers
Beaver Scouts
Cub Scouts
Housegroup
Bujinkan Martial Arts

Tuesday

10:00 am
10:00 am
2.15 pm
2:00 pm
4.30 pm
5:00 pm
7:30 pm
7.30 pm
7.30 pm
7.30 pm
8.15 pm

Park 60+ Exercise
Happy Feet Footcare (every 6 weeks)
Friendship Club
Reading U3A Yoga (every 2 weeks)
Indian Dance Classes
Street Feet Dance
Earley Folk Dancing
Shaolin Fists Martial Arts
Badminton Club (Sept – March)
Housegroup
Aldbrickham Clog & Dance Group

Wednesday

9:30 am
10.00 am
12.00 pm
2.00 pm
5.30 pm
5.30 pm
7.00 pm
7.30 pm

Embroiderers’ Guild (monthly)
Park 60+ Exercise (12 noon seated session)
Reading Lunchtime Choir
Reading Macular Society (bi-monthly)
Beavers
First Class Learning
Scouts
Mostly G&S Singers

Thursday

11.00 am
2.00 pm
2.00 pm
2:00 pm
5:30 pm
5.30 pm
7.15 pm
7.15 pm
7.30 pm

Zumba Gold (Age UK)
U3A Madrigal Society (every 2 weeks)
Active Ageing
Reading Abbey Trefoil Group (4th Thurs of month)
Brownies
Rainbows
Guides
Senior Guides
Housegroup

Friday

9.45 am
6.30pm
9.00 am
9.30am
4.00pm
7:00 pm
7.30 pm

Zumba Fitness Class
Pilots
The Allenova Ballet School
Reading Seventh Day Adventist Community Group
Reading Community Gospel Choir
Footloose Line Dancing Group
FIZZANG(Youth Club)

Saturday

10.30 am
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