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Minister’s Letter
7 High Tree Drive, Earley, Reading RG6 1EU
Dear Friends,
‘Everything changes and nothing stands still’
This is a quote from Heraclitus of Ephesus (535-475
BC), a Greek philosopher. His words have a certain
resonance in my life and in the life of our fellowship.
At home we are adjusting to the peace and quiet
having seen both of our sons settle into new homes, Andrew in London
and Toby in Bangor. Life is much quieter, the house is much tidier but we
miss their company; just like other families in our fellowship we are
adjusting to the change!
In our church life we are looking forward to the completion of the
development project and we’ll be celebrating with our local
community on Saturday 1st November. The changes to our building will
mean that we can continue to enjoy social events and meals together,
like our wonderful Harvest Supper and Barn dance which we enjoyed at
the end of September. The changes will also mean that we can offer a
different style of worship – called Messy Church, more details will be
available soon.
The God we worship does not change and the generosity of God does
not change:
‘God is able to make all grace abound toward you, that you, always
having sufficiency in all things, may have abundance for every good
work. (2Corinthians 9:8)’
The Bible constantly reminds us that God’s grace is sufficient in all things,
if we have faith and trust in the God of all life, all places and all seasons.
We have witnessed this so clearly as the development project has
progressed, each challenge has been met and overcome, by the
grace of God.
We have a number of anniversaries to celebrate this month. Our Parent
Toddler Group has now been running for two years and we give thanks
to God for all those involved in the leadership of the group, especially
Judith Enang. Our second Beaver Colony, which meets on Wednesdays
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continues to thrive and I would like to thank Simon Lock for his
leadership. Our Guides are celebrating the 80th Anniversary of
Girlguiding at Park URC and we have a special day of celebration on
12th October. Both our Guide Company and our Scout Group have
played an integral part in the life of our fellowship for many generations,
we pray that this may continue and grow!
This month we are running another Alpha Course which gives
participants the chance to explore some of their questions about faith
and life. We pray that this may be a great opportunity for all involved
and we thank Suzy Weston for her support with hosting and catering for
the ten weeks of this course.
We look forward to welcoming new people to our fellowship, it is always
a joy to see new people joining us for worship and becoming more
involved in our church. This month we will be carrying out a survey of
talents, so look out for the questionnaire which will be sent out soon –
and don’t be shy, we have seen how talented you are! The Harvest of
Talents show last month certainly demonstrated a wide range of talent
in our fellowship.
Finally, please join me in giving thanks to God for all the blessings we
have received and in praying for wisdom as we seek to develop our
mission in this part of Reading.
Yours in Christ,
Robert

From the Church Registers
Baptism
31st August 2014

Olivia and Malik, children of Anna and Jamie

Funeral
16th September 2014

Doris Evelyn Barker (Dot)
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Church Family News
We send our very best wishes to Abby King, Toby
Weston, Saskia Palmer and Patrick Thomas who have
all begun their university courses this month; and welcome all those
students coming to Reading for the first time, or returning for another
year.
We send our love and congratulations to Margaret and Denis Alder,
who celebrated their Diamond Wedding anniversary on September
11th. Margaret and Denis are now living in a flat in Tilehurst.
Joshua Norris’s ordination and induction at Halstead, Essex, on
September 6th was a very happy occasion, a great time of celebration.
The church was packed with friends from many churches, including
Park and Joshua’s father’s church at Petersfield. We continue to pray
for Joshua as he begins his ministry to his three churches.
We send our deepest sympathy to the family and friends of Dot Barker,
who died on September 1st shortly after moving to Leicester. Her funeral
service was very well attended, paying tribute to her wide circle of
family and friends. Dot will be very much missed in the Friendship Club.
The Lee-Johnson family are very much in our minds at the moment.
Pippa, Rachel and John’s youngest daughter, has been teaching in
Thailand for the last year, but she is now seriously ill with abscesses on
her liver. Rachel and John have flown out to be with her, but at the
moment she is not well enough to return to the UK for treatment. Please
hold Pippa and all the family in your prayers.
We are also sorry to hear that Samantha Oguna has been admitted to
the Royal Berks Hospital suffering from malaria, and we pray for her and
all her family. We also pray for others receiving or recovering from
treatment: Alison Stichbury, Bob Butler, Eileen Day, Pauline Whistler, Les
Dray’s sister-in-law Margaret, Elizabeth Knox and Pat Fuller.
Sometimes items of foreign news seem very far away, but the outbreak
of the Ebola virus in Sierra Leone has connections in our church family.
Joan Pearson’s son Julia and his wife Yuan have been working in Sierra
Leone; they were able to fly to Britain at the beginning of the crisis, but
are now unable to return for the moment. We remember everyone
affected by this epidemic.
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Doreen Woods

Street Pastors
"Extra patrols over Christmas and the New year and the start of First Stop
Bus to allow those with minor injuries to be attended to by a
paramedic." More volunteers are needed to support this valuable
resource which relieves pressure on RBH.
There are now 65 street pastors and 15 prayer pastors.
At Reading festival they had a chill out tent and served drinks as well as
a prayer area. This was manned by many different churches.
In October this will be their anniversary of being in Reading for 5 years.
They have given away 1687 pairs of flip flops, 10,000 lollipops and 100’s
of widgets to stop drinks being spiked.

Women’s Centre
The Centre provides valuable support for approx 25 women. “A number
of the regular attendees have particular physical or mental health
needs and the centre provides support which is not available in other
places.”
In 2013 changes took places to the Trustee body and the Chair Norman
Pitcher who has been in post for a number of years stood down. Jane
Earl has taken over as Chair for 1 year on an interim basis. Mabel who
also works at Cirdic now holds a more supervisory role.
A new coordinator has been appointed for trial period of 6 months
looking at ways in which the team leaders can take on more
responsibility for the activities when they are working. As with many
charities the volunteers and helpers are invaluable. Prayer is requested
for financial stability for the future as well as for “discernment for the
longer term future of the project.”
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The Nature of RISC
I was pleased that has Park decided to support RISC as its charity for the
year ahead. It is surprising that so few know about Reading
International Solidarity Centre (RISC), which lies at the bottom of
London Street. It is unique in this
country and is one of this town’s
best kept secrets.
RISC is a Development Education
Centre, working with people locally
and globally to promote human
rights for all and a more equitable
distribution of the earth’s resources.
This
type
of
development
education aims to enable people
to understand links between their
own lives and those of people
throughout the world. It involves
raising awareness of the economic,
social, political and environmental forces that shape all of our lives;
create poverty, inequality and oppression.
There is also emphasis on developing the skills, attitudes and values that
enable people to bring about change and work towards a more just
world.
RISC is also very much part of the diverse community that makes up
Reading, providing events that focus on the issues that are important to
its aims. The programme is varied and includes interactive workshops,
talks, debates, feasts, film, art and theatre. Their Fair Trade project
culminated in Reading becoming a Fair Trade Town in 2004 and they
also naturally focus on One World Week, with a wide ranging
programme.
There is an active education team, which has developed some
impressive services for schools to help with their global education
programmes. The World Shop stocks a range of fairly traded foods,
crafts, clothes and furniture as well as environmentally friendly products
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and the book shop offers a splendid selection of materials that you will
not find elsewhere in the town.
As a special meeting place for anyone to drop in the Global Café
provides a welcoming and intimate environment with an emphasis on
fair trade, local, organic and GM free produce where possible. There is
much more that could be said about RISC. Volunteers are their ‘life
blood’ and usually a role can be found for anyone who applies.
As a charity RISC survives on an income which is a mixture of profits from
sales of goods and services, grants and donations. This is why I am
pleased to write to you about our decision to support RISC as our
charity for the year and while you are about it why not try to find time
to look in on the building at the foot of London Street and see for
yourself what RISC is like?
Chris Gayford

Letters
To all our friends at Park,
Bob and I would like to thank everyone for all the
prayers, kind messages, thoughts and good wishes
as tests and treatment continue. Also our thanks for
the beautiful flowers we have received which are so cheering at this
time.
Our love and thanks to you all and remembering you in our prayers.
Thelma and Bob Butler.

Well Park Church you certainly set me a task.
Many congratulations to all those who entered the baking competition.
A great deal of time and effort had been put into every entry. Taking
into consideration colour, flavour, texture and overall finish it was really
difficult to choose the winners (sorry Tony D!) Thank you for an
enjoyable (if filling!) experience and keep cooking.
Fiona Dray
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Report From Churches Together in Reading AGM
Michael Penny as Chair is regularly on Radio Berkshire for Sunday
breakfast and with Hospital Radio.
CT West Reading and CT South run their activities through CTR as they
have no officers in place. There has been good coverage of Good
Friday walks in Xn and Reading Chronicle, as well as Songs of Praise in
Victoria Park. Other activities include carol singing at Tilehurst/Tesco
Oxford Rd and joint children’s holiday clubs.
South Reading meet regularly at Tyndale Baptist each month for lunch
and prayer and they have organised a fun day and joint holiday club
as well as setting up a website for South Reading churches.
Reading College - chaplains now in place and there is a Christian
Union. They have been asked by the college to hold an Armistice Day
and Christmas Services as well as Easter service for staff.
Mike attended the Dusseldorf churches meeting at Trinity church, Lower
Earley
Concerns
There are two vacancies for chaplains in the town centre but the Bishop
of Reading has asked that these are left until the new minister is in place
at St Mary’s Minster, Reading.
We should write to the press if we want to publicise anything or make a
statement – they are often saying they don’t hear from churches!
Financial report
Subscriptions are to remain the same as 2013.
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Corrymeela Community
“They have taken time to reflect and complete restructuring last year
with many new staff appointments.”
Leadership is now split between two people - Colin Craig being
appointed to be Executive Director in charge of the programme work
and Padraig O Tuama to be Faith and Community leader.
“Colin reminds us that Corrymeela was not just founded as a reaction to
sectarianism but out of a Christian vision to how we can truly build
communities that live out the values of equity, diversity,
interdependence and sustainability.“
There is a new volunteer team and they expect to be far more visible in
2015 now their restructuring has taken place.
Important Dates: 29th November 2014 at St Ethelburgas centre for
peace and reconciliation in Bishopsgate. Theme – ‘Building a Good
Society – Embracing difference’ with good speakers. All are welcome
to attend.
National Corrymeela Sunday - St Patrick’s Day March 17th 2015. There
will also be a national Corrymeela celebration at Coventry cathedral
on March 22nd. This will be the 50th anniversary of Corrymeela’s
foundation in 1965.

Churches Together in Caversham
There have been difficulties since Owen’s death of maintaining
traditional activities of the group. The Rev’d Derek Chandler is co-chair
with Nigel Jones.
They are now working with REinspired for the schools and have
volunteers from many churches. They also have joint Church Holiday
groups and successfully worked supplying food/drink for the Reading
festival attendees.
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Christian Community Action (CCA)
As well as the shops their work on the streets has been more in contact
with people and there is a need to link up with others. They are also
working with Lifespring church who wants to provide a ‘banquet’ for
their community. They are very short of volunteers/supervisor for the
Whitley shop which is extremely busy.
They are the first charity to offer an accredited employability course
made up of life and living skills and ICT. Also City and Guilds 9 month
course in customer service.
14 of their volunteers have now been successful in gaining paid
employment because of this. Alpha courses have also been held in
some of the shops.
They now have a mezzanine floor at the furniture warehouse which will
allow more items to be stored and sold. The funds from this came from
trusts and Reading Borough Council, for which they were grateful.

Reading Men’s Group
This group meet for breakfast 8.15 for 8.30 am and listen to a good
speaker on a Saturday morning at Bluecoat School 3 or 4 times a year.
They have approximately 100 attending, depending on the speaker,
and this group started in 1994.
They would like younger volunteers to come forward to help organising.
The next meeting will be on 18th October ‘Ethics in Biology’ a Christian
Perspective by Prof. Peter Silley.

SongPro Operator
We are looking for more volunteers to help operate the computer on a
Sunday morning and Sunday evening – you don’t need previous
experience in using SongPro as we can offer that training.
If you would be able to help out some weeks that would be great.
Please speak to Ted or any of the elders.
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Harvest 2014 - in pictures
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..and if you
didn’t win
first
prize,
these are
the people
to blame!
Very many
thanks to
our judges!
photos Helen Durrant & Les Dray
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Strictly Come Barn Dancing!

...ju
st
look
at
thos
e
mo
ves!
...w
e’ll
glos
s
ove
r
the
fact that the dancers seem to be dancing different steps to different
dances at different tempos!

from the Wessex News - Pastoral Concern
Please pray for John Lee, Non-stipendiary Minister at Thatcham, and his
family.
John and Rachel’s daughter Philippa has been teaching in Thailand
and has been very ill. They travelled at short notice to be with her and
after 2 operations, with 1 more to go this weekend, we are hopeful that
she is on the way to recovery.
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The Iona Community
Are you longing for beauty, space and quiet in your life?
The Iona Community is facilitating a series of quiet weeks through
November Called ‘Reflection for Action’.
These weeks will be rooted in the Iona Community’s concerns for issues
of peace and justice. These will be held in the Abbey buildings on
Columba’s isle. Come to prepare for advent or take time out for
yourself and for God.
Unlike our usual more active weeks you will have a room to yourself,
though the invitation is still to build community with us as staff and with
your fellow guests. For more information see www.iona.org.uk where
you find the online booking form.

CORE Skills Training in Reading,
Sessions once a month on Thursday evenings 7.30 – 9.30pm at Christ
Church, Woodley.
The United Reformed Church and the Methodist Church are pleased to
announce a CORE Skills training course to develop and extend key skills
in children’s ministry and aspects of youth ministry.
• Programme Planning 23 October 2014
• Working as a Team 27 November 2014
• Children & Community 22 January 2015
• Pastoral Awareness 26 February 2015
• The Bible and Prayer 26 March 2015
To book your place on this course, please contact Ruth Heine,
Development Team Administrator.
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Churches Together in Earley and East Reading
This group is still active, meeting monthly at different host churches for
lunch and speakers. The current convenor Keith Wilson is stepping down
and without a direct replacement the group will be run by the steering
group and the deputy convenor.
In their September meeting they will be relaunching the spheres and
seeing where there are gaps to be filled in the community. It is known
there is a need for youth work as Wokingham have made redundant
their youth workers. CTEER already support work with REInspired,
Communicare, Cirdic/Women’s centre, CCA, Faith/Readifood where
the churches are ecumenically acting as volunteers.
This Easter a successful ‘walk of witness’ was held on Good Friday and
this is likely to be repeated in 2015. Mike asked that details of the route
be sent to him when known so he could get publicity organised. CTEER
also produces a joint Christmas leaflet and a joint leaflet for the New
Neighbourhood scheme.

Church Action on Poverty
This new group will be launched on 30th September at 7.00pm at Park
URC. “This group will campaign on local and national levels, working
with churches, charity groups and local authority on issues of common
interest, focussing on social justice and any areas such as education
that can help to eradicate poverty. “ This new group will become an
associate member of CTR.

Churches Together in Berkshire (CTB)
Hustings for the General Election are being held at Lifespring church.
Can CTEER and CT Caversham work together to hold hustings in one of
their areas e.g maybe St Andrews church?
Gaye Rees
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Guiding Celebration
The first guiding unit at Park URC in Reading began 80 years ago and to
mark this milestone we are having a celebration. All members of
Girlguiding at Park URC; Rainbows, Brownies, Guides, Rangers, Trefoil
and leaders, past and present, are invited.
When? Sunday 12th October 2014 between 10.30am and 4pm Where?
Park URC, Palmer Park Avenue, Reading, RG6 1DN
The celebrations will begin with a special service in the church, followed
by a light lunch and entertainment.
R.S.V.P. to parkurc80@gmail.com or write c/o 30th Reading Brownies to
the address above, indicating whether you would like to join us for part
or the whole of the event. More details of the event will also be given.
Please pass this invitation on to anyone who has been a member of
Girlguiding at Park URC so that they may join in the celebrations.
Park URC Girlguiding.

A Thanksgiving Service For Zambia’s Golden Jubilee
18th October We are pleased to invite you to come and celebrate in
partnership with Zambians and friends of Zambia in Berkshire (Zam Berks) and elsewhere at Tyndale Baptist Church, 2 – 4 Cressingham
Road. Reading, RG2 7JE from 10.00am, with Church Service at 11.00am
and food & networking from 1.00.pm.
Our honoured guests for the day will be former missionaries to Zambia,
Rev John Young, our guest speaker, and a representation from various
departments here in the UK; such as, The Zambian High Commissioner in
London; The Mayor of Reading, MP’s and others.
We would appreciate confirmation
gold4zambia@live.com Tel: 07429498824
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of

attendance.

Email:

Halstead United Reformed Church
We gave Joshua on his
Ordination and Induction
day a picture of Halstead
Railway Station as shown
here.
The picture came from our
2014 calendar and is a
painting
depicting
a
summer scene in the late
1950s of families waiting for
the train to take them to the
seaside. The Artist is Malcolm Root who was born and still lives in
Halstead.
We were told just as we were leaving Hallstead Church that it was built
on the site of the Station which was a surprise to us.
Subsequently we wrote a letter of thanks to Eddie Morley the Church
Secretary for the lovely day we had at Hallstead and mentioned this
picture.
Alastair and Ruth

Level 2 Award in Food Safety in Catering
Earley Crescent Resource Centre - Wednesday, 19 November 2014 9.30am – 5.00pm. Course Fee £40 (which Park URC will pay if you are a
church member). Lunches available for purchase on the day.
This qualification will benefit anyone working in a situation where food is
prepared, cooked and served; it is relevant to all catering operations.
There is an examination at the end of the course and certificates will be
issued to all who pass within 6 weeks of the course date.
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REinspired News
Can we share the joy and good stuff that has been going on, by God’s
grace, with REinspired. We would also like to ask you to pray for the
sessions coming up. For the children and staff as well as the dedicated
team of REI Team leaders and volunteers who are doing such a brilliant
job. For now though, thank you for your continued support.
For those who invited us to speak at or lead a variety of services &
meetings throughout the year, we loved being with you. If we have not
been to your Church yet, and you would like us to, drop me a line.
For those of you who send us money, regularly pray for us, photocopy,
cut and stick, tell story and have conversations with our children a
HUGE thank you. You are awesome. God is surely working through you
and as a result REinspired is growing.
Locally we have an additional school who have invited us in (St Johns
Primary School), we have a new p/t Team Leader – Helen Banthorpe, in
the last school year we delivered 154 lessons to 4169 primary school
children. Alfred Sutton have asked if they can come to our Year 6
Transition event next year...or even better host one in Newtown.
Nationally we have an amazing new group REinspired Headington (in
Oxford) who have gone from 2 to 4 schools and now have 24 lessons in
the diary. REinspired Bristol was launched in the spring and by the
summer term they had 4 schools visiting them. St Matthew’s Church are
taking the lead with REinspired Southcote has also had a successful
year with the Southcote Primary asking for repeats on everything!
Here in Earley and East Reading this first half term already has 17 lessons
booked in the diary. This means 978 children will have a conversation
about Jesus, with a Christian, in the next 6 weeks! I have been part of
REinspired a long time and I still get excited about the opportunity we
have in front of us. Thank you for helping this to happen.
If you are curious to see what this looks like, you are very welcome to
‘come and see’.
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October Calendar

Wed

1st

Thur
Fri
Sat
Sun

2nd
3rd
4th
5th

Wed

8th

Sat
Sun

11th
12th

Wed
Sun

15th
19th

Wed
Sun

22nd
26th

9.30 am Morning Prayers
7.30 pm Premises and Maintenance Group
7.30 pm Christmas Fair Planning Meeting
8.00 pm Messy Church Planning Meeting
Wessex Synod Quiet Day at Winchester
9.30 am Prayers in the Upper Room
10.30am Morning Worship with Holy Communion
7.00 pm IGNITE evening worship begins new term
9.30 am Morning Prayers
7.30 pm Elders Meeting
Fund-raising event: Music and Meal. Time t.b.a.
9.30 am Prayers in the Upper Room
10.30am Morning Worship: celebration of 80 years of
Guiding at Park
7.00 pm IGNITE evening worship
9.30 am Morning Prayers
9.30 am Prayers in the Upper Room
10.30am Morning Worship. Christian Aid “Hunger for
Justice” weekend
7.00 pm IGNITE evening worship
9.30 am Morning Prayers
9.30 am Prayers in the Upper Room
10.30am Morning Worship led by Madeline Diver
7.00 pm IGNITE evening worship
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Christmas Fair Update
After the great success of last years Centenary Christmas Fair we need
to remember that the Christmas Fair always needs a lot of help to make
it all happen smoothly, and that means that we need your help too!
We need Coordinators for all the stalls and activities on the day, and
Helpers to assist them to run the stalls, and as ever, we need as many
folks as possible to help in the setting up before the event and the
clearing up afterwards.
The ‘sign-up’ sheets will shortly be up on the notice board, so look at
how you can join in, and help us make Christmas Fair 2014 yet another
successful, profitable and enjoyable event.

A Prayer and Meditation for Harvest time
Give us today our daily bread.
Give us parents happy because their children have gone to
bed with full stomachs.
Give us farmers who have won their land rights and can provide
for their community.
Give us the peace of people who can go home at last in safety.
Give us the pride of people who have worked together and got
a fair price for their produce.
Give us the hospitality of people who have almost nothing but
share it anyway.
Give us the shared pleasure of the meal that breaks a long
emptiness, and the feast that follows shard work.
Give us the justice where all are able to eat.
We remember that bread is never just bread.
Our Father, give us today our daily bread.
Adapted from a prayer by Kathy Galloway of Christian Aid
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Chris Gayford

Church Contacts

Minister:
Rev Robert Weston

office:

0118 926 5003

e-mail:

minister@parkurc.org.uk

e-mail:

churchsecretary@parkurc.org.uk

Church Secretary:
Roger Clark
Centre Manager:
Julie Cameron

phone:

0845 463 6426

e-mail:

centremanager@parkurc.org.uk

Magazine Editor:
Rod King

phone:

editor@parkurc.org.uk

e-mail:

Church Website:

www.parkurc.org.uk

Our church website is updated regularly and has details of the many
activities of the Church. You will also find some of the charities that we
support, with links to even more helpful websites.
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Regular Activities at Park
Sunday

1.00 pm
3.00 pm
4.00 pm
6.30 pm
7:00 pm

Worship
Young people’s groups & Crèche facilities
Holy Communion (1st Sunday)
Church of Zimbabwe International
Newlife Celebration Tamil Church
Worship at Sutton Court (1st Sunday of month)
Ignite Coffee & Cakes (in term-time)
Ignite Worship(in term-time)

Monday

9.30 am
10.00 am
1.45 pm
5.15 pm
6.45 pm
7.30 pm
8.00 pm

Park Mother & Toddlers Group
Monkey Music
Mayfield Singers
Beaver Scouts
Cub Scouts
Housegroup
Bujinkan Martial Arts

Tuesday

10:00 am
10:00 am
2.15 pm
2:00 pm
4.30 pm
5:00 pm
7:30 pm
7.30 pm
7.30 pm
7.30 pm
8.15 pm

Park 60+ Exercise
Happy Feet Footcare (every 6 weeks)
Friendship Club
Reading U3A Yoga (every 2 weeks)
Indian Dance Classes
Street Feet Dance
Earley Folk Dancing
Shaolin Fists Martial Arts
Badminton Club (Sept – March)
Housegroup
Aldbrickham Clog & Dance Group

Wednesday

9:30 am
10.00 am
12.00 pm
2.00 pm
5.30 pm
5.30 pm
7.00 pm
7.30 pm

Embroiderers’ Guild (monthly)
Park 60+ Exercise (12 noon seated session)
Reading Lunchtime Choir
Reading Macular Society (bi-monthly)
Beavers
First Class Learning
Scouts
Mostly G&S Singers

Thursday

11.00 am
2.00 pm
2.00 pm
2:00 pm
5:30 pm
5.30 pm
7.15 pm
7.15 pm
7.30 pm

Zumba Gold (Age UK)
U3A Madrigal Society (every 2 weeks)
Active Ageing
Reading Abbey Trefoil Group (4th Thurs of month)
Brownies
Rainbows
Guides
Senior Guides
Housegroup

Friday

9.45 am
6.30pm
9.00 am
9.30am
4.00pm
7:00 pm
7.30 pm

Zumba Fitness Class
Pilots
The Allenova Ballet School
Reading Seventh Day Adventist Community Group
Reading Community Gospel Choir
Footloose Line Dancing Group
FIZZANG(Youth Club)

Saturday

10.30 am
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see page 21!

page 24

