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Minister’s Letter
7 High Tree Drive, Earley, Reading RG6 1EU
Dear Friends,
In our media, faith is often linked to areas of conflict,
think back to the events in Paris a few weeks ago. In
reality, faith is such an integral part of so many
people’s lives and a really positive part of their lives;
whether they are Jew, Muslim, Buddhist, Sikh or
Christian. I was pleased to hear a great number of
people making it clear that the violent actions of a few individuals do
not reflect an entire ‘faith community’.
Those of us who know the history of our non-conformist churches should
always speak out for religious tolerance and understanding – we who
have known persecution should never become the persecutors. Jesus
was aware of the tensions between different communities in his day
and made significant steps to break down the barriers – the story of the
Good Samaritan is one such example of one person helping another
person from a different ‘faith group’.
In 2014, I began the year by sharing some research findings about
church growth, findings that confirmed the feelings of many people.
Researchers concluded that, while there is no single recipe, there are
common ingredients strongly associated with growth in churches of any
size and place or context:
• Good leadership
• Clear mission and purpose
• Willingness to self-reflect, to change and adapt according to
context
• Involvement of all members
• Being intentional in prioritising growth
• Being intentional in chosen style of worship
• Being intentional in nurturing disciples.
These ‘ingredients’ have been an important part of my reflections over
the year and I am convinced that these are evident in our church
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community. In the past year we have successfully launched ‘Messy
Church’ and I feel certain that this will enable further diversity and
growth in our worshipping community. These are early days and we
look forward to seeing where God is leading!
During the URC Youth Assembly in January, Andrew Weston was
inducted as the new FURY (Fellowship of United Reformed Youth)
Moderator, a post that he will hold for a year. Please join me in praying
for him and all the team he is working with, serving young people within
our denomination. I understand that Andrew is the first young person
from Park URC to hold this position since Andrew Jackson, over twenty
years ago.
At the February Church Meeting we will be bringing the names of two
people who wish to become church members: Janet Howes and Will
Owen. It is always a joy to welcome more people into our fellowship,
both as regular worshippers and as church members. In our evening
services we welcome Matt Lovegrove who is playing drums as part of
the Ignite band, it’s great to have Matt joining the team.
We have a huge number of people who help out every week with
some aspect of our worship and church life – we are currently looking
for people to join Ted Stichbury in operating ‘SongPro’ (the programme
the displays our songs etc) in both the morning or the evening worship.
Please see me or Ted if you are interested in finding out more.
Later this month we will begin our Lent Study group – which will be quite
different this year, as it is based on Les Misérables. Why not come along
and find out more, even if you’ve never been involved in a house
group or study group before? Discussing issues of faith and belief, with
other people, is just one way to ‘nurture your faith.’
As we seek to serve Christ, as we welcome new people to our
congregation and as we follow the guidance of the Holy Spirit; may we
know the blessing of Jesus Christ, our Saviour, in all aspects of our lives.
Yours in Christ, Robert

page 4

Church Family News
There have been a number of sad items of news over the last few
weeks, so for once we will begin with these.
Most recently, we heard that Hazel Curtis died peacefully at 2 am on
January 18th in Parkside Nursing Home, after a long period of ill-health.
Hazel made a great contribution to the life of this church, from the time
when her father, Rev. David T. Davies, became the minister in 1948. We
send our love and deepest sympathy to her husband Ken, her
daughters Kay and Lynn, and all the family. A detailed appreciation of
Hazel’s life will follow later; if anyone would like to contribute to this,
please get in touch with me or the Editor.
At the time of going to press we have just heard that Pauline Whistler
died peacefully in the Royal Berks Hospital, her daughter (Ann) and sonin-law (Peter) were by her bedside. Please pray for Ann and Peter, for
Pauline’s close neighbour (Barbara) and all Pauline’s friends at this time.
Pauline was 88 years old and our longest serving church member,
having been a member since 29th Feb 1944.
We were also very sad to hear of the passing of Brenda Selman on
Friday 5th December. We remember Brenda and Michael when they
lived in Palmer Park Avenue, and after they had moved to Newbury,
when they came back to Park to be married in 2008. We send our love
and deepest sympathy to Michael.
We also send our deepest sympathy to Margaret Alder and her family
on the death of her husband Dennis, on December 17th. We
understand that Margaret will be moving to a care home near to the
home of one of her sons.
Elizabeth Trout’s father died on December 29th, and we send our love
and sympathy to all their family.
And we have also heard of the death of Doreen Parsons, who was a
member of Park some years ago, and send our sympathy to her sons
Martin and Kelvin and their families.
Olive Goodchild gave us cause for alarm in December when we heard
that she had been airlifted from the ship on which she and John were
spending a cruise, to a hospital in Portugal. However we are glad to
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report that she is now safely home, and sends her good wishes and
thanks to everyone, although her recovery will take some time. We
hope to see you with us before too long, Olive, you will be missed.
We remember others who have been receiving treatment; Janet
Pritchard, who had a hip replacement following a fall; Vera McPhillips,
who was in hospital before Christmas; Barbara Baddoo has had a knee
replacement operation; Les Dray continues treatment for his eye
condition. Some people, including Alan Pritchard, are waiting for the
results of tests, and others are concerned for family members – Tim
Lancaster, Bev Warden and Janet Howes, whose granddaughter
Sandra has had surgery this week.
Finally, I should like to thank everyone who sent their good wishes to me
for my house move to Emmbrook Court in December. It is a very
welcoming community and I already feel very settled.
Doreen Woods

Letters
Thank you to everyone at Park Church for the cards and
prayers. They were very welcome when I got back from
hospital.
I am on the road back now – it will be a few more weeks before I am
fully fit again.
Olive Goodchild & family
We would like to thank you very much for your prayers, flowers and kind
wishes for our speedy recoveries.
We are both progressing well and, as soon as we are fit to drive the car,
we will be back amongst you all. We have appreciated your visits and
look forward to being with you again soon.
Janet & Alan Pritchard
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February Calendar
Sun

1st

Wed

4th

FriSat
Sun

6th
7th
8th

Mon

9th

Wed

11th

Sun

15th

Wed

18th

Sun

22nd

Mon
Wed

23rd
25th

Sat

28th

9.30 am
10.30am
3.00 pm
7.00 pm
9.30 am
7.30 pm

Prayers in the Upper Room
Morning Worship with Holy Communion led by
Rev. Gordon Connell
Messy Church
Ignite evening worship
Morning Prayers
Finance and General Purposes Committee
Anderson
Scout
Group
Pantomime
Performance

9.30 am
10.30am
7.00 pm
1.00 pm

Prayers in the Upper Room
Morning Worship with the Praise Band
Ignite evening worship
Funeral service for Hazel Curtis, followed by
Crematorium service for the family and a
reception in David’s Hall
9.30 am Morning Prayers
7.30 pm Elders Meeting
9.30 am Prayers in the Upper Room
10.30am Morning Worship
7.00 pm Ignite evening worship
9.30 am Morning Prayers
Final date for March magazine material (pub. March 1st)
9.30 am Prayers in the Upper Room
10.30am Church Parade for Thinking Day
7.00 pm Ignite evening worship
Fairtrade Fortnight (23rd Feb – 8th March)
9.15 am CCA Prayer Meeting at Park
9.30 am Morning Prayers
6.30 pm St David’s Evening: Quiz and Evening Meal
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Messy Church at Park
Messy Church will be on Sunday afternoons
from 3.00pm - 5.00pm, on the following
dates:
Sunday 1st February 2015

Noah

Sunday 1st March 2015

Easter

Sunday 12th April 2015

Abraham

Sunday 3rd May 2015

Pentecost

fun, food, friendship, faith - further details: www.parkurc.org.uk - phone:
0118 926 5003

Delivering Hope for Africa
The Christmas Appeal that we supported at Park at our Candlelight
Carol Service and Christmas Day Service raised £867.54 in direct
donations, which the Government will match pound for pound.
Together with the Gift Aid contribution the overall amount that will go to
the Appeal is £1896.70. This is a very satisfactory outcome. So thank you
to all of you who supported this important initiative.
Of course there are many churches up and down the country similarly
making this a priority for their giving over Christmas, so the national total
is mounting rapidly.
Chris Gayford

Could you be a Trustee for REinspired?
This vibrant and friendly Christian charity working ecumenically in Earley
and East Reading is seeking one or two new Trustees to join our existing
committed Trustee team.
We are particularly seeking Trustees who would bring with them
experience and knowledge in specific areas, including IT, Human
Resources and Secondary Schools.
Carrie King
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Fundraising for our Development Project
Whilst our development project is completed we still have
a small loan of £60,000 to repay to the Wessex Synod. The
fundraising team suggest the following dates for a range
of activities, many of which you will notice, involve food!
We hope that you’ll be able to support some of these
events – maybe all of them – all of which give us opportunity to share
fellowship together.
• 28th Feb
•

25th

•

6th

April

June

Quiz and evening meal
Balderdash quiz & evening meal
Coffee morning and plant sale

• 11th July

Welcome meal for Rev Rick King & family

• 27th Sept

Harvest supper and barn dance

•

17th

Oct

Auction of items & promises, with evening meal

•

28th

Nov

Christmas Fair

Details of each event will be given out in the notices and displayed on
posters in the church halls.
All of the events are being held at Park URC except the ‘Coffee
morning and plant sale’ which is at the home of Chris & Yvette Gayford,
Froxfield, 10 Grovelands Road, Spencer’s Wood, Reading RG7 1DP.
Fundraising Team

A Special Birthday Invitation
Linda Adkins celebrates a very special birthday this year and she invites
everyone to come along and celebrate at Park URC on 28th March
from 3.30-6.00pm. There will be food to share and music to enjoy.
Linda has requested that instead of gifts she would like all donations to
go to support the Mission Aviation Fellowship, information about this
charity will be on display on 28th March.
Linda Adkins
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Preparing for the General Election
...a vision of the Good Society
"Without a vision, the people perish." Proverbs
29:18
With the General Election fast approaching, 2015 is a year of decision.
Our society is facing some fundamental challenges - rising levels of
poverty, inequality and austerity, a housing crisis, challenges facing
children and young people and the prospect of climate crisis. This isn't
new, but whoever forms the next government has a tough job and key
decisions ahead. These will ultimately shape the type of society that we
become.
In such circumstances, the churches have a major role to play - not just
in hosting hustings meetings - but in sharing a positive ‘2020 Vision' of the
kind of ‘Good Society' we want to help create, locally, nationally and
globally over the five years of the next parliament.
"The best measure of society is how we treat the poorest and most
vulnerable. A good society is one where the richest contribute most to
eradicate poverty and improve society as a whole."
For the past 40 years churches across the country have joined together
to run hustings - public meetings where people can listen to and ask
questions of their election candidates who hope to represent them in
the UK Parliament.
In 2015, a broad coalition of Christian denominations and agencies including Church Action on Poverty, Church Urban Fund, the Childrens'
Society and Housing Justice - are encouraging churches across the
country to take up the theme of a ‘2020 Vision of the Good Society'
with MPs and prospective candidates in the run up to the General
Election.
A ‘2020 Vision of the Good Society' statement has been produced
under the auspices of Churches Together in Britain and Ireland out of a
common desire to see a society that works for all - in which each of us
are valued and which respects the Earth. In short - a society for the
common good.
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"A good society is one where we all think about the impact of our
choices on others especially those who are marginalised in any way."
The 2020 Vision focuses on five key areas - wealth and inequality, home,
children and young people, livelihoods, and the environment and
climate. Whilst these are not the only fundamental issues of our time,
they do represent areas where we collectively have something
particular to contribute to public and political debate in the run up to
the General Election.
As in other areas of life, much has been said about negativity in politics.
There seems to be a growing awareness within faith and secular
communities alike that if we truly want to create a more just and
sustainable society we need a positive vision to work towards. Our
starting point is therefore positive: a vision of the Good Society we want
to live in by 2020, and how we can work together to build it.
We offer this vision to all involved in the political process in the run up to
May 2015. In doing so we want to stimulate a wider, national debate
about what constitutes the ‘common good'.
"A good society involves a sense of community, underpinned by justice,
fairness and the inclusion of all."
From CTBI website

Churches Together in Berkshire
Christians in Politics’ directors Andy Flannagan and Colin Bloom will be
speaking at the annual meeting of Churches Together in Berkshire.
With the elections just round the corner, Andy and Colin will be
discussing Christian political engagement: talking testimony , theology
and taking a lead in the community.
When: 16th March 2015 from 19:30 – 21:30
Where: Wokingham Methodist Church, Rose Street,
Wokingham, RG40 1XS
Louise Cole, Berkshire Ecumenical Officer
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A Date for your Diary - Park Church Camp 2015...

Maintenance News
The garden shed has been reduced in size and
relocated within the church gardens, our thanks go
to Dave Jones for his work on this project; we also
thank Toby Weston for his help in getting the shed
parts back on site.
My thanks to all who recently offered to help move twenty wood pellet
bags into the cellar – these have been ordered to ensure that we
always have some backup between the 5 tonne deliveries. We also
thank Ted Stichbury for his regular ashing out of the boilers.
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'Say No to Palm Oil'
Palm oil is a type of edible vegetable oil that is derived from the palm
fruit, grown on the African oil palm tree. Oil palms are originally from
Western Africa, but can flourish wherever heat and rainfall are
abundant. Today, palm oil is grown throughout Africa, Asia, North
America, and South America, with 85% of all palm oil globally produced
and exported from Indonesia and Malaysia; but most of the time not
using sustainable measures.
The industry is linked to major issues such as deforestation, habitat
degradation, climate change, animal cruelty and indigenous rights
abuses in the countries where it is produced, as the land and forests
must be cleared for the development of the oil palm plantations.
According to the World Wildlife Fund, an area the equivalent size of 300
football fields of rainforest is cleared each hour to make way for palm
oil production. This large-scale deforestation is pushing many species to
extinction, and findings show that if nothing changes species like the
orang-utan could become extinct in the wild within the next 5-10 years,
and
Sumatran
tigers
less
than
3
years.
In total, 50 million tons of palm oil is produced annually, supplying over
30% of the world’s vegetable oil production. This single vegetable oil is
found in approximately 40-50% of household products in countries such
as United States, Canada, Australia and England. Palm oil can be
present in a wide variety of products, including: baked goods,
confectionery, shampoo, cosmetics, cleaning agents, washing
detergents and toothpaste."
Some of the products that you might be familiar with are crisps, 'Doritos'
have an advertisement out now and we need to persuade PepsiCo
their parent company that the 427,500 tonnes of palm oil they use each
year should be resourced properly. Other companies that have taken
this on board are Mars, Nestle, Kelloggs, Unilver, P & G and Ferreto who
have pledged to use conflict free, sustainable palm oil." When buying
your products look for the palm leaf on the label to show the palm oil
has been sourced ethically.
Gaye Rees
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Fairtrade News
Advance Notice - look out for Gaye selling Fairtrade/Traidcraft goods
after church on the lst March which is during Fairtrade fortnight which
starts on the 23rd February. Did you know that even today only 10% of
people buy Fairtrade tea bags. When you think these can be
purchased from Lidl and Aldi at very reasonable prices as well as the
bigger supermarket chains - the question is why?
Can we work together to improve this percentage?
If you are unsure if you like please taste the tea and coffee after church
- all are Fairtrade but perhaps you did not realise. Park URC is a
Fairtrade church as is Reading a Fairtrade town.

Climate Change
For those interested there will be 2 meetings on Climate Change at St
John the Baptist Church, Waterloo Road, Crowthorne RG45 7NT on the
2nd and 9th of February at 8-9pm. There is no charge and the speaker
will be the Rev'd Dr Darrell D Hannah from All Saints' Ascot who is an
expert on these matters.
The first is entitled "The Bible and the Environment" and the second "The
Challenge of Climate Change".
Gaye Rees

NEW: Weekly email Updates
Since the beginning of the year, I have been sending out a weekly
newsletter by email via a service called Mailchimp. If you are not one of
the 106 people on the list then please send me an email and I will add
you (you can ‘unsubscribe’ at any time if you prefer not to receive
these emails).
Please note that this is in addition to our printed notices which are given
out (and displayed) on Sunday mornings. My thanks to Julia Marsh who
does such a wonderful job of updating the information each week, if
you have any notices that you’d like to add please see Julia.
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Lent Study
Our Lent Study is based on Les Misérables – so we will begin with a
showing of the film on 23rd February from 7.30pm in the Lounge at Park
United Reformed Church.
Rob Weston

Lent Lunches at Earley St Peter’s Church
Everyone is invited to join our friends at Earley St Peter’s Church, in
Church Road, for a simple lunch each Friday of Lent.
There will be a short talk at each lunch and different people are
offering the reflections each time.
Friday lunch dates:
20th Feb
Watts)

Introduction: Why are we having these lunches (Elaine

27th Feb

Pontius Pilate (Rob Weston)

6th March

Simon of Cyrene & Centurion (Maureen Devine)

13th March The thief on the cross (Judith Wheatley)
20th March Mary Magdalene (Colin Bass)
27th March Peter & the other disciples (Catharine Morris)
Elaine Watts

'Reading at Work' event
Reading at Work & Christians in Science present “Can a Christian be a
Scientist & Can a Scientist be a Christian?” with Prof Keith Fox, University
of Southampton.
Monday 2nd March 7.45 pm Bill’s Restaurant Chain St Reading more
details and to reserve your place visit www.readingatwork.org
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Big Safari Day Out 2015
Pilots, the non-uniformed Christian organisation of
the United Reformed Church, is inviting the whole
church to its next big day out on Saturday 16th
May, to take place in a wild Safari, at West
Midlands Safari and Leisure Park.
The Pilots big day out is an opportunity for all Pilots, their friends, families,
groups and churches, from across England, Scotland and Wales, to
come together and celebrate being a Pilot for the day!
Karen Morrison, head of children and youth, said: “From time to time
Pilots organise big events to which the whole church is invited – this
year’s Safari will be another great opportunity to be a Pilot for the day
and enjoy the adventure and excitement involved in being part of a
Christian community coming together to explore the world.
“Plans for the event at the West Midlands Safari Park are well under
way and in addition to the safari and rides available in the theme park
there will be a programme of activities taking place in the Treetop
Pavilion for Pilots and Church groups to be involved with.”
Each Pilots Company and every United Reformed Church has been
sent a booking pack for this event – make sure to ask your church
secretary for the details, or contact the Pilots Desk on 020 7916 2020 or
email: pilots@urc.org.uk
The Safari will take place Saturday 16 May 2015 from 10.00am – 5.00pm
at the West Midlands Safari and Leisure Park.

Growing Leaders Course
It’s not too late to sign up!
Reading, St Andrew’s URC, RG1 5BD. Further details available on
request from Ruth Heine, Mary Thomas or Peter Hurter.
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Thought for the Month - Elders’ Prayer
There is a person to pray for, there is a person who, without their help, I
wouldn’t be here.
It may be the nurse or midwife who helped my mum during my birth,
the doctor ready to step in when there is injury or distress.
It may be the government that has given this country the infrastructure
and laws for a civilised country to take shape and develop, to have
given freedom to worship and defended our country when threatened
by aggressors.
It may be the police and fire services, keeping our society safe from
harm and damage. The Doctors and nurses who have treated me and
my friends and families.
It may be the scout leaders and the venture scout leaders, and in the
interest of non gender bias, guide leaders, who have help shape my life
and guide me through the younger days.
It may be the teachers who have taught and developed me, the youth
club leaders here at Park, who kept my early interest in coming to
church alive.
It may be the former ministers at Park, who nurtured that early interest at
FURY and drinking coffee at the manse, or even the current minister.
It may be this wonderful congregation, with their support and friendship,
it maybe my wife and children, parents and inlaws,
It may be the bus driver that missed me as I stepped of the pavement
thirty odd years ago…
Or may be it is somebody who died some two thousand tears ago,
somebody who set examples of behaviour, respect, forgiveness.
Somebody who taught and listened.
Whoever it is, they are known to you Dear Lord, and we pray for the
safety and well being for the other people in our lives, the other people
known to us, to you and to the wider world.
Amen
Ted Stitchbury
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Church Contacts

Minister:
Rev Robert Weston

office:

0118 926 5003

e-mail:

minister@parkurc.org.uk

e-mail:

churchsecretary@parkurc.org.uk

Church Secretary:
Roger Clark
Centre Manager:
Julie Cameron

phone:

0845 463 6426

e-mail:

centremanager@parkurc.org.uk

Magazine Editor:
Rod King

phone:

editor@parkurc.org.uk

e-mail:

Church Website:

www.parkurc.org.uk

Our church website is updated regularly and has details of the many
activities of the Church. You will also find some of the charities that we
support, with links to even more helpful websites.
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Regular Activities at Park
Sunday

1.00 pm
3.00 pm
4.00 pm
6.30 pm
7:00 pm

Worship
Young people’s groups & Crèche facilities
Holy Communion (1st Sunday)
Church of Zimbabwe International
Newlife Celebration Tamil Church
Worship at Sutton Court (1st Sunday of month)
Ignite Coffee & Cakes (in term-time)
Ignite Worship(in term-time)

Monday

9.30 am
10.00 am
1.45 pm
5.15 pm
6.45 pm
7.30 pm
8.00 pm

Park Mother & Toddlers Group
Monkey Music
Mayfield Singers
Beaver Scouts
Cub Scouts
Housegroup
Bujinkan Martial Arts

Tuesday

10:00 am
10:00 am
2.15 pm
2:00 pm
4.30 pm
5:00 pm
7:30 pm
7.30 pm
7.30 pm
7.30 pm
8.15 pm

Park 60+ Exercise
Happy Feet Footcare (every 6 weeks)
Friendship Club
Reading U3A Yoga (every 2 weeks)
Indian Dance Classes
Street Feet Dance
Earley Folk Dancing
Shaolin Fists Martial Arts
Badminton Club (Sept – March)
Housegroup
Aldbrickham Clog & Dance Group

Wednesday

9:30 am
10.00 am
12.00 pm
2.00 pm
5.30 pm
5.30 pm
7.00 pm
7.30 pm

Embroiderers’ Guild (monthly)
Park 60+ Exercise (12 noon seated session)
Reading Lunchtime Choir
Reading Macular Society (bi-monthly)
Beavers
First Class Learning
Scouts
Mostly G&S Singers

Thursday

11.00 am
2.00 pm
2.00 pm
2:00 pm
5:30 pm
5.30 pm
7.15 pm
7.15 pm
7.30 pm

Zumba Gold (Age UK)
U3A Madrigal Society (every 2 weeks)
Active Ageing
Reading Abbey Trefoil Group (4th Thurs of month)
Brownies
Rainbows
Guides
Senior Guides
Housegroup

Friday

9.45 am
6.30pm
9.00 am
9.30am
4.00pm
7:00 pm
7.30 pm

Zumba Fitness Class
Pilots
The Allenova Ballet School
Reading Seventh Day Adventist Community Group
Reading Community Gospel Choir
Footloose Line Dancing Group
FIZZANG(Youth Club)

Saturday

10.30 am
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