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Minister’s Letter
7 High Tree Drive, Earley, Reading RG6 1EU
Dear Friends,
‘Give thanks to the Lord, proclaim his greatness; tell the
nations what he has done. Sing praise to the Lord....’
(from Psalm 105)
What a busy time of year this is! The warm weather has
encouraged our plants to grow and our church rose
garden is a wonderful riot of colour. At schools and universities
thousands of students are busy sitting exams. The roofing work has been
completed on our Large Hall and corridor, meaning that we should be
watertight for another 30 years!
We have an exciting few months with a host of activities for every
weekend in June. We begin the month (6th June) with our latest
fundraising activity, a plant sale with coffee morning at the home of
Chris and Yvette, whom we thank for inviting us into their lovely garden.
We continue on Sunday 7th June with our Messy Church the theme of
Joseph, famous for his colourful coat.
The following weekend on Sunday 14th June is the East Reading festival
at which there will be a ‘Churches Together’ tent with craft activities
and story telling – it will give more people a taste of Messy Church.
Please do come along to lend your support and see what else is going
on – it should be an excellent afternoon.
On Wednesday 17th June several people are booked to join thousands
of campaigners in London for a big Climate Change event which is
being run by a number of charities including Christian Aid. The aim is to
ensure that all the new MPs are aware of the importance of wise
decisions about reducing carbon emissions and reducing the impact of
climate change here and across the world.
On the weekend of 19th – 21st June our Park URC weekend camp will
be held at a camp site near Wallingford, all the pitches are now
booked but day visitors are welcome to come and share in our games
and activities. On Sunday morning (21st June) some of us will share in
worship at the campsite and David & Phebe will be leading worship at
Park URC.
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The last weekend in June will be my last Sunday (28th June) with you
before I fly out to Colorado with the rest of my family for a four week
exchange with Rev Rick King and his family. Sunday 28th June is also
the date of our Gift Day, which this year is raising funds for the halls and
kitchen development. We have been so blessed by the new facilities
and the new mission opportunities that have opened up following the
completion of this development, I hope you feel able to make a
contribution towards the Gift Day,
On the first weekend in July you will be welcoming Rick King and his
wife Linda and their three boys Eli (17), Samuel (14) and Gabriel (12) – I
know that they are very
excited about coming to
the UK and experiencing
church life at Park. I hope
that this exchange will be a
real blessing to everyone at
Park, to Rick in his ministry
and to all his family.
Finally, a small group of us
will be travelling back to
South Africa in August to build on the links we made in 2012 with Hope
for Africa, Grace Christian School and Alathea Bible College. We plan
to present some books to the school and some Bibles to the church in
Siyabuswa, if you would like to make a contribution towards books or
Bibles please contact me, preferably before the end of June!
As the summer approaches, I hope that you’ll be able to enjoy the
warmer weather and have some rest in amongst all our activities. May
the Holy Spirit fill us to overflowing as we walk in the way of Christ!
Yours in Christ,
Rob
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Church Family News
We welcome Janet Howes and Will Owen, who were received into
membership with us on Sunday 3rd May; and we congratulate Janet
who celebrated her 80th birthday on May 6th. Sue Thompson also had
a special birthday, on May 14th – our love and very best wishes to them
both.
We congratulate Jenny King, who has received a Silver Oak Leaf
Award for her many services to Berkshire Girguiding, especially as
County Commissioner for the past 5 years.
Suzy Weston has been appointed Craft Tutor to the Berkshire Society for
the Blind – congratulations!
This has been a sad month for several of our members and friends. Roy
Johnstone died after a long illness on 14th May. We send our love and
sympathy to his wife Maureen, his daughter Alison, with Ted and the
children, and all the rest of the family.
Augusta Okpoju’s mother died in Nigeria on May 10th – Augusta was
able to fly out to Nigeria for the funeral.
Donna, a member of our Badminton Club, has had a tragic time: her
mother died in Hong Kong, and Donna was unable to be with her
because at the same time her husband was involved in a serious car
accident in Belgium; sadly he died of his injuries and Donna was able to
fly to Hong Kong for the funeral. We assure all these families of our
prayers, and our love and sympathy.
Jill Brighton was taken seriously ill on Thursday 21st, and had emergency
heart surgery in St Bartholomew’s Hospital. At the time of writing Jill is in
Intensive Care, and making progress slowly. We remember her, her
husband Richard and all the family at this time, assuring them of our
love and prayers.
We also remember others in our fellowship awaiting, undergoing or
recovering from treatment at the time, among them Hilary Applegate,
Dulcie Sims, Les Dray, Carrie King’s father and Rene Ewen’s grandson
James – and also Julia Marsh to is due to have a second cataract
operation on June 10th.
Doreen Woods
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Letters
Dear Fellow Members,
It was a very happy day for me on May 3rd
when Robert officially made me a member of our church with Will
Owen.
Thank you for receiving me with such a warm welcome, as many of you
came up to me afterwards, and also for the added surprise of a
beautiful bouquet of church flowers from Doreen, in fact they are still
looking good, 3 weeks on!
I shall always remember this day with warmth and pleasure.
With my Very Best Wishes to all.
Janet Howes.

I am writing on behalf of James to say thank you for all your prayers
and thoughts as he recovers from his illness.
He has ongoing treatment which is going well and he has been able to
get back to school part time until September. Once again, many
thanks to you all for your prayers.
Love, Renne and family

Christian Aid Week May 10th – 16th 2015
Thank you very much to all those who gave up time to deliver and
collect envelopes for this year’s Christian Aid Appeal, and also to
members of the congregation who contributed at church on Sunday.
To date, with some envelopes still to come in, the amount collected is
over £1100, which is very encouraging. We will give the full details next
month.
Doreen
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Maintenance News
The lettering above the church porch is now missing two letters – these
will need attention by a specialist contractor, due to the height and
accessibility of the letters. We are also hoping to have a new sign
above the halls entrance which will say ‘Park Church Halls’ and be
followed by the URC logo.
The new roofing over the Large Hall has now been completed and
should keep this hall and the corridor watertight for the next 30 years (or
more). We are pleased that the Tilehurst Roofing Company have
completed this work so efficiently and effectively! Now we just need to
allow the old plaster on the inside wall to dry thoroughly before we can
tidy up the paintwork above the partition doors!
In the coming weeks we have a patch of plaster which will need to be
replaced inside the church, affected by damp from a broken
downpipe (which has been repaired) – sadly this may result in a rather
untidy patch of wall until it has dried thoroughly and specialist plasterers
are found to repair the patch. Dave Jones reported these details at the
May Church Meeting and we will keep you updated through the
magazine.
Robert Weston

Projection Volunteer
Each Sunday morning and evening we project the words of our hymns
onto the screen in church, which really helps with the flow of our
worship. Many people now prefer to use the screen rather than hymn
books and it certainly helps when we have hymns chosen from different
sources.
Ted Stichbury will be moving away from Reading in the summer so we
will be looking for a volunteer or two (or three) to help set up the
program (called SongPro) each week. All necessary training will be
available – it is quite straight forward. And we are not expecting
anyone to do the setting up and operating every single week – it is a
job that can be shared. If you feel this is something you might be called
to help with, please see Roger or any of the elders.
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Park United Reformed Church – Solar panels update
The future is bright at Park! I thought it might be useful to provide a
quick update as to how our solar panels are doing. The short answer is
"brilliantly".
In an attempt to minimise techno-twaddle, have a look at the graph
below. Every month I take a reading and plot it on the graph. The
bottom line is the target and the top line the actual performance. The
system consistently beats the target.
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Now, financially, so far we have earned over £12000 from the system.
That's in a little under 4 years. In addition to the income there is also a
saving on the amount of electricity that we buy. It is hard to work out
exactly how much that is, but I estimate around £200 per year.
We get paid (index linked) for 25 years (starting June 2011), so it is
evident that the system is, and will continue to significantly contribute to
our income. The outlay was £29,500, but 50% of that was funded by a
grant.
Equally, (if not more important) is the contribution that the system is
making to the health of the planet. Since the system has been running
we have offset about 8.5 tons of carbon dioxide. That's more than 5
times the weight of an average family car. We can therefore look
forward to a sustainable income, knowing that in doing so, we are
doing our bit for the planet.
Tony Durrant
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Forthcoming Events for your Diary
Thursday 19 June

Church Weekend Camp, Wallingford

Saturday 06 June

Coffee morning and plant sale: 10
Grovelands Rd, Spencers' Wood, from
10.30am
Messy Church, from 3.00-5.00pm

Sunday 07 June
Monday 08 June
Saturday 13 June
Sunday 14 June
Wednesday 17 June
Sunday 28 June
Wednesday 01 July
Sunday 05 July
Saturday 11 July

Lakeside Care Home 'Songs of Praise'
service from 2.30pm
Adrian Plass at London Street URC,
Basingstoke 7.15pm
East Reading Festival, Palmer Park
Christian Aid Climate Campaign Day,
London
Gift Day for Kitchen Development
Project
Ministerial exchange with Rev Rick
King, from Longmont, Colorado
Messy Church, from 3.00-5.00pm

Sunday 06 September

Church meal with Rev Rick King and
family
BBQ for all volunteers who work with
children & young people
Church Meeting, after morning
worship
Messy Church, from 3.00-5.00pm

Saturday 12 September

Ride and Stride Sponsored Event

Sunday 20 September
Saturday 26 September

Church Meeting, after morning
worship
Harvest Supper and Barn Dance

Sunday 27 September

Harvest Service

Sunday 04 October

Messy Church, from 3.00-5.00pm

Sunday 04 October

IGNITE evening worship begins new
term 7.00pm
Auction of promises and evening
meal, from 6.30pm

Sunday 12 July
Sunday 26 July

Saturday 17 October
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Sunday 01 November

Messy Church, from 3.00-5.00pm

Sunday 08 November

Remembrance Parade, 10.30am

Saturday 21 November

Saturday 28 November

Wessex Synod Meeting, Elvetham
Heath, Fleet
Church Meeting, after morning
worship
Christmas decorations put up in halls,
from 7.00pm
Christmas fair from 10.30am to 2.30pm

Sunday 06 December

Messy Church, from 3.00pm to 5.00pm

Sunday 13 December

Gift Parade Service

Sunday 13 December

Scout Group Party for Senior Citizens

Wednesday 16
December
Saturday 19 December

Sing Christmas, in Church from 7.00pm

Sunday 22 November
Thursday 26 November

Sunday 20 December
Sunday 20 December
Friday 25 December

Marriage of Steph Melia and Matt
Barkley
Living Nativity, with real animals, 3pm
Wesley Church (tbc)
Candlelit Carols and Readings
Evening Worship
Christmas Day Service at 9.30am

Commitment for Life - Bangladesh
Pray for the thousands of people across Pakistan, India, Bangladesh
and Nepal.
Pray for those who have lost their homes, those who have had their
crops and livelihoods destroyed.
Pray for those who have lost loved ones, for comfort in their time of
grief.
Pray for provisions of food, shelter and blankets to get to those who are
most in need.
Pray for those who are cut off because of landslides, for those who are
marginalised and most vulnerable.
Linda Mead - Commitment for Life Programme Co-ordinator
page 10

Park’s Summer Barbecue
You are invited to join us for the Park Church Summer barbecue on
Saturday 11th July 2015 from 6.30pm.
Suitable for the whole family – £6 adults, £3 children, families £15 Please
sign up on the sheets in the hall over the next few weeks, or email
helen@parkurc.org.uk.
You are welcome to bring your own alcohol and soft drinks will be
provided.
Helen Durrant

Park URC Monday Café
In March we launched our café for the local community and we have
had a wonderful response with many people joining us each week for
baked potato lunch or a soup lunch. Soon we will be thinking about the
summer menu!
With the success of the past few weeks I am now looking to setting up a
rota of volunteers who will come along and help out – either with
setting up or clearing away.
If you are interested please do come along, we meet in the David’s
Hall from 12.00 until 2pm.

Gift Day for Kitchen Development Project
The new kitchen and refurbished David’s Hall has been a really positive
change in our church premises and we are grateful for the many
blessings that made this possible.
We have a small amount of funding to raise each year to pay back the
loan from Wessex Synod. This year’s Gift Day we hope to raise about
£5,000 to help with the loan repayments, the remainder will come from
our lettings income and our other fundraising events during the year.
Our Gift Day is Sunday 28th June.
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Link Visiting Scheme
Did you know that The Link Visiting Scheme offers 1:1 computer tuition
to Wokingham Borough's older residents? Could this be helpful for you
or someone you know?
Recognising that computers can be a very useful tool for older people helping them to keep in touch, access services and pursue
interests. Technology can be daunting at first, but by working 1:1 with
friendly, patient tutors who are able to explain things at a pace that
suits makes things much more enjoyable.
When:

Wednesday mornings (prior booking)

Where: The Bradbury Centre, Rose Street Wokingham
We ask for a £5 donation per session to cover costs
Interested? please contact Mike on 0118 979 8019.
Mike Atkinson, Link Visiting Scheme

Sunday SALT Group Volunteers
Each Sunday morning our children and young people go out into
various groups, of different age groups.
After many years of faithful service we will be losing three of our
volunteer leaders: Alison Stichbury is moving away from Reading, Daniel
Gillett is moving on to university and Carol McCarron is stepping down.
We thank each and every one of these volunteers, who have
contributed so much to the lives of our young people.
This means that we are looking for a number of replacement
volunteers, so if you are able to help either in leading sessions with a
particular age group or assisting someone else (we aim to have two
adults for every group) then please speak to Carrie King or Simon King.
In line with our Safeguarding Policy, all volunteers must be DBS checked
before they begin work with children and young people, this is a simple
process and does not incur any cost to the volunteer or local church.
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‘Under the Sea’ - Brownie Pack Holiday
The 24 Brownies jumped aboard the Titanic and the ship set sail from
Thirtover, Cold Ash! The passengers settled into their cabins and got
ready into their best clothes for the ships luxurious evening meal. The
children walked elegantly down the ships staircase, whilst the ship’s
crew performed their rendition of ‘My Heart will go on’! After, the guests
were served a juicy cocktail before sitting down to their meal.
To their surprise an alarm rang during the meal and the girls quickly
evacuated outside! Unfortunately the ship had sunk, and they were
now ‘Under the sea’! The girls went back inside, through the floating
bubbles and dancing to The Little Mermaid. It was an eventful first night
aboard the ship but this did not lead to a peaceful night of sleeping for
the girls!
Rise and shine! The brownies certainly didn’t need waking up this
morning! After breakfast the girls reported for duty and all helped tidy
the ship – some even enjoyed cleaning the toilets!
We were now ready to start the ship’s activities. A group went off to the
low ropes, where they had to work as a team to earn treasure, whilst
others made soctopuses, CD sea creatures, and designed and
decorated their own treasure chests.
After dinner it was time for the ships evening programme and tonight
the cinema was open! The girls got ready in their onesies or pyjamas
and brought their pillows and sleeping bags down into the ‘cinema’
ready to watch ‘Finding Nemo’. During the film the refreshment stand
was open and the children enjoyed getting a cup of popcorn and
some Pick ‘n’ Mix to eat during the film. There certainly were a lot of
tired looking Brownies by the end of the film and after a bedtime drink
they soon went to sleep (a lot quicker than the night before!)
The next morning came and we looked out of the portholes to see a
rather grey and wet morning but we were pretty certain it was going to
clear up. The morning activities consisted of a range of crafts such as,
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sea creature wind chimes, decorating pebbles, and customising flip
flops. The girls were certainly ready for the ship’s Roast dinner!
After lunch the girls moved like crabs along the traverse climbing wall
and competed against each other to see which six were the quickest.
Then each six, and a member of the crew, raced against each other in
a trail. They had to solve mystic clues and collect puzzles pieces as they
went. When back on the ship it was a race to complete the puzzle!
Then the girls played hook a duck and completed their diaries before
getting ready for the party. It was party time and the Brownies were
dressed in their ‘Under the sea’ costumes – we had some jelly fish,
mermaids, shells and even a dolphin! Once again they were
serenaded by the ship’s crew before sitting down to their buffet meal.
The passengers began the evening’s entertainment by parading along
the catwalk to show off their costumes.

They then played a game of ‘Under the sea’ bingo before the musical
games began. We proceeded with musical bumps, musical statues
and the limbo. After that it was disco time, and the brownies danced
the night away! The ship docked back at Thirtover and friends and
family of the passengers were there ready to greet the girls. It is fair to
say that we certainly went on an exciting adventure, under the sea!
Heather King
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Alathea Bible College BTh Graduation
The students' graduation was such a wonderful occasion and such a
special re-union with all the folk for myself and my son.

Hilary

Sound of Wales
On Wednesday 10 June Wycliffe Baptist Church are hosting a concert
on behalf of World Vision, a major Christian charity for supporting
children in need.
The inspirational collective Sound of Wales and special guest Sue
Rinaldi will be touring in partnership with international children’s charity
World Vision for an exclusive 3 dates.
Tickets and further information are available from Wycliffe Church
office (0118 929 9911) or you can buy tickets online from
http://www.sow.elevationmusic.com/ - tickets cost £5 in advance or £7
on the door.
Clare Hails
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June Calendar
Wed

3rd

9.30 am
7.30 pm

Morning Prayers
Finance and General Purposes Committee
Sat
6th
Coffee Morning and Plant Sale at 10
Grovelands Road, Spencers Wood
Sun
7th
9.30 am Prayers in the Upper Room
10.30am Morning Worship with Holy Communion
3 .00 pm Messy Church
7.00 pm Ignite evening worship
Wed 10th 9.30 am Morning Prayers
7.30 pm Elders Meeting
Sat
13th 7.15 pm Adrian Plass at London Street URC, Basingstoke
Sun
14th 9.30 am Prayers in the Upper Room
10.30am Morning Worship
East Reading Festival In Palmer Park
7.00 pm Ignite evening worship
Wed 17th 9.30 am Morning Prayers
Fri 19th – Sun 21st Church Camp at Wallingford
Sun
21st
9.30 am Prayers in the Upper Room
10.30am Morning Worship led by Dr Phebe Mann
6.00 pm Service of Holy Communion with a time of
prayer for healing and wholeness
Wed 24th 9.30 am Morning Prayers
Last day for material for July magazine, to be published on July 5th
Sun
28th 9.30 am Prayers in the Upper Room
GIFT DAY FOR THE KITCHEN DEVELOPMENT PROJECT
10.30am Morning Worship
No evening service
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Boiler Assistant(s)
We have two more vacancies that need to be filled after the summer
holidays – both relate to our biomass boiler system. Firstly, the boilers
have to be set to come on and switch off at the right times of day – so
once a week someone needs to go down to the boiler and enter the
relevant information, it takes around 10 minutes to enter the times, full
training will be available.
The other job is to empty the ash out of each of the boilers – often this
can be completed once a week but in the colder spells it would be
more frequently. The ash is deposited in a metal bin in the cellar (you
don’t have to carry it far). Once again, full training will be available.
We thank Ted Stichbury for all the hours he has spent setting the time
clocks and emptying ash over the past four years. If you would like to
be considered for either (or both) of these roles, please see Robert
Weston or one of the Elders, for further details.
Robert Weston

CommuniCare
Volunteers needed at CommuniCare. Can you spare any time on a
Monday morning or a Friday morning to help on reception at
CommuniCare? Or can you spare 3 hours each week to become an
adviser? For more details and information please contact the
CommuniCare
Manager,
Francesca
Yates
on
francesca.yates@communicare.org.uk 0118 9263941. For more details
on CommuniCare check their website on www.communicare.org.uk
Francesca Yates
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Fundraising for our Development Project
Whilst our kitchen and David’s hall development project is completed
we still have a small loan of £69,000 to repay to the Wessex Synod. The
fundraising team have suggested the following dates for a range of
activities, many of which you will notice, involve food!
We hope that you’ll be able to support some of these events – maybe
all of them – all of which give us opportunity to share fellowship
together. We thank all who made the Balderdash evening such a
success and we look forward to the Coffee Morning and Plant Sale on
Saturday 6th June.
6th June

Coffee morning and plant sale

11th July

Welcome barbecue for Rev Rick King and family

27th Sept

Harvest supper and barn dance

17th Oct

Auction of items and promises, with evening meal

28th Nov

Christmas Fair

Details of each event will be given out in the notices and displayed on
posters in the church halls.
All of the events are being held at Park URC except the ‘Coffee
morning and plant sale’ which is at the home of Chris & Yvette
Gayford, Froxfield, 10 Grovelands Road, Spencer’s Wood, Reading RG7
1DP. This will be a ‘bring and buy’ plant sale – so please do come along
with lots of plants!
Fundraising team

University of Reading Big Lunch Invitation
On behalf of the University of Reading, the Chaplaincy extends an
invitation to everyone in the local community to join the University for
the Big Band Big Lunch on Sunday 7th June 12:00pm onwards, London
Road Campus.
Bring your own picnic, there will be children's activities, an ale festival,
ice-creams and music. www.reading.ac.uk/events.
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Climate Change Event in London
Everyone is invited to join thousands of climate change campaigners in
London on 17th June 2015 – the event aims to encourage the new
government to make climate change a top priority.
The day is being organized by Christian Aid and the Climate Coalition.
It will be a day filled with music, witness and worship. A day of
friendship, of solidarity and hope. We all love something that will be
affected by climate change… whether it is chocolate, bees, beaches,
neighbours or far.
So this is a good opportunity to act in order to protect the things you
love. A couple of people from Park URC are already booked in to
attend – please speak to Robert Weston if you are interested.
You can register your interest at christianaid.org.uk/climate-summer

Adrian Plass and Searchlight Theatre Company
There are some people who have been inspiring and challenging
speakers for many years, Adrian Plass is one of those people. The writer
of many books, many of which have chronicled his own challenges in
being a disciple of Jesus in a confusing world.
Adrian invites you to join him and Searchlight Theatre Company for an
evening of theatre, stories, music and laughter at London Street United
Reformed Church in Basingstoke on Saturday 13th June at 7.15pm
Tickets are available from the church 01256 326 746 or online from
www.searchlighttheatre.org and cost £12.00, concessions (students and
OAPs) at £10.00
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Ministerial Exchange July 2015
In July our Minister and his family will be flying off to Colorado, to do a
church/manse exchange for four weeks. In exchange the Rev Rick King
and his wife Linda and their three boys will be coming to Park URC for
four weeks.
Rick will be leading morning worship each Sunday in July and is looking
forward to his first ever experience of Messy Church.
Rick will also be visiting the Friendship Club to talk about his ministry in
Longmont and leading Wednesday morning prayers. Further details are
to be confirmed.

Lakeside Care Home Services
We began our monthly ‘Songs of Praise’ style services at Lakeside Care
Home, in a similar style to the services we used to offer at Sutton Court
residential complex. We had a very warm reception and look forward
to many more opportunities to share together
We would be delighted to be joined by members of Park URC, please
consider coming along and enjoying fellowship and praise in this new
venue. The service is around 40 minutes long and includes hymns
chosen by those coming along.
The next service will be on Monday 8th June at 2.30 pm and subsequent
dates will be advertised in the magazine and on the church website
www.parkurc.org.uk

United Church of Zambia Guest
We were expecting to host Janet Kalale, a member of the United
Church of Zambia in Lusaka, in Reading for a few days whilst visiting the
UK for an Alpha Conference.
Sadly Janet was unable to get the relevant visa but she is hoping to
travel to the UK later in the year.
Robert Weston
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Park United Reformed Church Toddler Group
Toddler Group is going from strength to strength. Each week we have
regular numbers of 25 children and 22 adults.
Our Toddler Group leader, Judith Enang provides different craft
activities each week which the adults enjoy making as much as the
children. We sing songs, play with the toys and have lots of
conversations and laughs.
Some of the parents have started coming along to Messy Church and
we have welcomed another to morning worship as well as Messy
Church.
But it isn’t about getting people to come to church. It’s about building
relationships, supporting parents and giving them space to relax and
chat with others for an hour and a half at the beginning of the week.
It’s about showing that we as a Christian community, care about others
and want to carry out our faith in this way, sharing the love which Jesus
shows us.
A new venture we are going to try on 8th June is to have a
photographer come and visit the group. This is usually very popular with
Toddler Groups and brings in many more visitors than might normally
attend. In anticipation of lots more children and adults, we are going to
need more helpers on that day.
We are appealing for two or three extra adult helpers to come for one
and a half hours on one morning only. Could you be one of those
people? Please let Judith or myself know as soon as possible.
A second appeal for help is for a longer term position. I am not going to
be available to attend Toddler Group in July and therefore Judith is
going to need a different person to take my place.
Judith cannot lead the Toddler Group on her own. If you are able to
help even for one week, please let myself or Judith know. We can set
up one of those Rotas which this church is so famous for if more than
one person can help during the month.

On behalf of all those who attend our Toddler Group, I would like to
thank Judith for all the work she does to make Monday mornings such
fun.
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Please give it some thought and prayer. Take a step in faith and say
you will help out. Thank you.
Suzy Weston Tel: 0118 966 8647 Email: svweston7@gmail.com
Suzy Weston

House Groups
House Groups meet on several evenings during the week. Please speak
to Rev. Robert Weston, or the Church Secretary, Roger Clark, if you are
interested in joining a groups.

Bereavement Training
The Pastoral Care group at Earley St Peter’s church has arranged a
half-day Bereavement Training Session on Saturday 27th June – running
from 10am to 2pm. People from other churches are also very welcome
to come, especially those involved with visiting people who are
bereaved.
The course will cover topics such as stages and phases of grief,
emotional aspects, how to talk to and listen to bereaved people and
how to understand their problems.
The person running the course is from the local branch of Cruse
Bereavement Care.
We are making a small charge of £5 for people attending the session.
This will cover the cost of refreshments (tea / coffee) and a donation to
the organisation as it gets no support other than donations from the
groups where the courses are run.
Please contact St Peter’s Parish Office (0118 966 8575 or e-mail:
stpetersearley@btinternet.com ) for more details and to sign up for the
course.
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New Chair for Scout Group Executive
Hello, my name Moya Taylor and I have recently been appointed as
Chair of the Group Scout Executive here at Park Church. For those of
you who don’t know us, we are the trustees of the Scout group,
overseeing the running and financial management of the group while
the scout leaders get on with the important part, running the sessions
for the young people.
I have been involved with Scouting at Park since my son joined Beavers,
a scary nine years ago. At first an occasional helper with the Beaver
Colony, I then joined the executive as a parent representative for Cubs,
then Scouts and finally a Group Scout Leader appointment when my
son became an Explorer. I have also had the fun of editing the group
newsletter for the past year.
I would like to extend my thanks to Dean Jones the outgoing Chair for
keeping the executive on track for the past few years during which
time the group has expanded and now includes two Beaver Colonies
and an Explorer Unit.
We have an equally challenging time ahead of us to ensure that as
many young people as possible in our area have access to the fun and
excitement that is scouting. We will also be implementing the new
scout programme with its emphasis on outdoor adventure, perhaps in
some ways a return to the roots of Scouting. I hope that in my new role I
can help 73rd Reading (Park) Scout Group remain at the heart of the
Park Church community.
Moya Taylor
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Park Summer Family Camp 2015
Preparations for the Family Camp this year are coming together. We
are camping at a new venue which is much smaller than in previous
years. Riverside Campsite is next to the River Thames at Wallingford.
There are 15 pitches, all of which have now been booked.
If you would like to camp on the Friday only, I have been told there are
2 small, non-electric pitches available. I need to know as soon as
possible if you are interested, in order inform the campsite manager.
We would love to have day visitors. If you can come out at any point
during the weekend, you will be very welcome. It takes about 40
minutes to drive to Wallingford, through very pleasant countryside. The
town is an interesting place to visit with small shops (including a quilting
shop and an art shop), lots of eating places and there is a steam
railway which will be open on the Sunday. You might want to take a
dip in the swimming pool next to the site or go for a wander along the
riverbank.
For those Campers who have yet to pay, I need your payment of
£17.00 per night per pitch as soon as possible as we have to pay in
advance.
Friday night we will have our usual fish and chip supper (payable on the
night) and a bring and share bbq on Saturday evening. Robert and I
will need help getting equipment from church to the site and setting up
the communal area, so anyone available on Friday afternoon, please
contact us.
Directions to the campsite can be found by visiting the website
www.better.org.uk/leisure/riverside-park-and-pools. Or if you are
looking at a map, follow the A4130 towards Wallingford. As you
approach the Wallingford Bridge, turn right before crossing the bridge,
down the turning to the car park. Follow the service road round past
the swimming pool until you get to a gate. This is the gate to the
campsite and one of us will let you in.
We are looking forward to a fun-filled weekend including the longest
day of the year and Father’s Day.
Suzy & Robert Weston
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Elders’ Prayer of Intercession
In the name of the Father; The Son and The Holy Spirit we pray that you
continue being with those who celebrate different milestones in their
lives today.
Continue being an integral part of their lives; answering their prayers
and guiding them in everything they do.
Lord, we pray that you are able to provide solace and inspiration to
those who feel detached from you at this moment.
Those who feel that you may not be present in their daily lives, or find it
difficult to turn their thoughts towards you.
We pray that they are able to, once again, experience your ever
present and glorifying nature and realise that you had never left them,
but were always there waiting.
We thank you, Lord, for providing us the time and space to live and
breathe both physically and spiritually.
We thank you for your patience and grace for all those who feel
spiritual crisis in their lives.
Most of all, we thank you for being beside us at all times; whether we
recognise this or not.
Dear Lord; please look after all the people in your church throughout
the world, especially those who live in areas where it is hard to be a
Christian.
We thank you for all those who spend their lives helping others to find
you. Bless the church leadership the world over and give them the
strength to continue working for your glory.
Let us take a moment to bring our personal, friends and family
members’ trials and tribulations to our Lord and Saviour in a silent
prayer.
In the name of Jesus Christ, Our Lord and Saviour who sits on the
Father’s Right Hand Side, we pray.
Amen.

Zi Bhebhe
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Church Contacts

Minister:
Rev Robert Weston

office:

0118 926 5003

e-mail:

minister@parkurc.org.uk

e-mail:

churchsecretary@parkurc.org.uk

Church Secretary:
Roger Clark
Centre Manager:
Julie Cameron

phone:

0845 463 6426

e-mail:

centremanager@parkurc.org.uk

Magazine Editor:
Rod King

phone:

editor@parkurc.org.uk

e-mail:

Church Website:

www.parkurc.org.uk

Our church website is updated regularly and has details of the many
activities of the Church. You will also find some of the charities that we
support, with links to even more helpful websites.
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Regular Activities at Park
Sunday

1.00 pm
3.00 pm
4.00 pm
6.30 pm
7:00 pm

Worship
Young people’s groups & Crèche facilities
Holy Communion (1st Sunday)
Church of Zimbabwe International
Newlife Celebration Tamil Church
Worship at Sutton Court (1st Sunday of month)
Ignite Coffee & Cakes (in term-time)
Ignite Worship(in term-time)

Monday

9.30 am
10.00 am
1.45 pm
5.15 pm
6.45 pm
7.30 pm
8.00 pm

Park Mother & Toddlers Group
Monkey Music
Mayfield Singers
Beaver Scouts
Cub Scouts
Housegroup
Bujinkan Martial Arts

Tuesday

10:00 am
10:00 am
2.15 pm
2:00 pm
4.30 pm
5:00 pm
7:30 pm
7.30 pm
7.30 pm
7.30 pm
8.15 pm

Park 60+ Exercise
Happy Feet Footcare (every 6 weeks)
Friendship Club
Reading U3A Yoga (every 2 weeks)
Indian Dance Classes
Street Feet Dance
Earley Folk Dancing
Shaolin Fists Martial Arts
Badminton Club (Sept – March)
Housegroup
Aldbrickham Clog & Dance Group

Wednesday

9:30 am
10.00 am
12.00 pm
2.00 pm
5.30 pm
5.30 pm
7.00 pm
7.30 pm

Embroiderers’ Guild (monthly)
Park 60+ Exercise (12 noon seated session)
Reading Lunchtime Choir
Reading Macular Society (bi-monthly)
Beavers
First Class Learning
Scouts
Mostly G&S Singers

Thursday

11.00 am
2.00 pm
2.00 pm
2:00 pm
5:30 pm
5.30 pm
7.15 pm
7.15 pm
7.30 pm

Zumba Gold (Age UK)
U3A Madrigal Society (every 2 weeks)
Active Ageing
Reading Abbey Trefoil Group (4th Thurs of month)
Brownies
Rainbows
Guides
Senior Guides
Housegroup

Friday

9.45 am
6.30pm
9.00 am
9.30am
4.00pm
7:00 pm
7.30 pm

Zumba Fitness Class
Pilots
The Allenova Ballet School
Reading Seventh Day Adventist Community Group
Reading Community Gospel Choir
Footloose Line Dancing Group
FIZZANG(Youth Club)

Saturday

10.30 am
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