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Minister’s Letter
7 High Tree Drive, Earley, Reading RG6 1EU
Dear Friends,
Like many of you, I enjoy a bit of gardening and a
bit of do-it-yourself (DIY) so when we were looking
for a new shed I looked for the best deals and could
see that we’d get a much nicer shed if we
purchased a flat pack and built our own. If you
have ever constructed a piece of furniture or a shed
from a flat pack you will know the joys and the challenges. The secret is
to follow the instructions and check you have all the right parts – I’m
pleased with the results now that the shed is built and the roof is on and
all is well. But on the way we had those moments of doubt, those
moments when the parts did not seem to line up, those moments when
we had to go back a stage and do it again!
Our spiritual lives so often reflect the same mixture of joys and
frustrations, there are some days when God seems very close and very
supportive – other days when we search in vain to find what we are
looking for (to quote one of my favourite U2 tracks). Sometimes our
prayer life is as confusing as a flat pack instructions sheet, we know it
should be simple but we can’t fit the pieces together. Sometimes we
just have to go back a step or two, we need to go off and have a cup
of tea and a break, before we go deeper in our prayers and in our
Bible reading.
Of course, life does not come with a set of flat pack instructions
showing us in little pictures what needs to be done on every step of the
way. We have to be creative, we have to draw on the experience of
others, we have to make our own choices, we have to be willing to
take on some challenges in order to live life to the full. But I do believe
that trusting in the God who created each one of us, and who loves
each one of us, is a very important part of life – this is a step that can be
taken and retaken throughout our lives.
In May we welcome Janet Howes and Will Owen as church members
and there may be others interested later in the year. We know that
Janet and Will have responded to God’s call on their lives and we
rejoice in welcoming them into church membership. We are blessed in
having so many people of all ages in our church, please pray that we
will continue to nurture people of all ages and at all stages of faith.
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Looking at the continued growth of our Messy Church, it is clear that we
are increasing our ability to help families to grow in their faith
development, we give God thanks for this development.
At the end of the month, on Sunday May 24th, we celebrate Pentecost;
the pouring out of the Holy Spirit (Acts 2: 1-42). Looking further ahead, in
June we have our annual church weekend camp and this year we are
going to a new site near Wallingford. If you are interested in joining us
but don’t enjoy the sleeping in a tent aspect – then do come out just
for the day, it is always a relaxed event with plenty of time to sit in the
sun or runaround playing games, I haven’t checked the details but I
believe there is a steam train not too far away too!
In July I will be travelling off to Longmont in Colorado with Suzy, Andrew,
Toby and Amy – our first ever trip to the United States. In exchange you
will be welcoming Rev Rick King, his wife Linda and their three boys who
are aged 17, 15 and 12 years old. Rick has been at United Church of
Christ in Longmont since May of 2008, and was ordained in 1990 after
graduating from Yale Divinity School in 1989. I’m sure the four weeks will
pass very quickly but I hope that this is a real time of blessing for both
congregations.
This is a time of challenge and change for a number of people in our
fellowship but we can be confident that the God who has blessed us
with great things, continues to move among us and lead us into a
deeper relationship. The Risen Christ who gave his life, continues to be
our inspiration in serving others. The Holy Spirit who came in power,
rushing in with the sound of a great wind, continues to guide us and
lead us, to strengthen and empower us.
May our hearts and minds be open to the God who is with us always; so
that we might know the full depth and height of God’s love and care.
Yours in Christ, Robert
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Church Family News
Best wishes to all who celebrate birthdays this month, especially Carrie
King, who has a special birthday on May 9th. We send our love and
congratulations, with thanks for all the many ways in which you
contribute to the life of our church fellowship. We hope you have a
very happy day.
Suzy Weston’s parents, Pam and Brian Mico, celebrated their 50th
wedding anniversary recently, and we send our congratulations and
very best wishes.
It is good once again to mention Linda Adkins’ 90th birthday party.
Linda thanks everyone for their support for Mission Aviation Fellowship;
the total raised was over £1000. Congratulations everyone, and
especially to Linda for having such a good idea.
We send our very best wishes to Verity Kemp and her husband Richard,
as they move to their new home in Sheffield on April 22nd. We thank
Verity for her many years of service to the Scout Group at Park, as
Beaver leader, Group Scout Leader and, not least, as the organiser for
many years of the Senior Citizens’ Party at Christmas.
We pray for all those awaiting, undergoing or recovering from
treatment, including Les Dray, Roy Johnstone, Renne Ewen’s grandson
James, Andrea Dewing, Bob Butler, Elizabeth Knox and Pat Fuller; and
all others being cared for at home or in care homes, and those who
look after them.
Doreen Woods
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Letters
My sincere thanks to everyone who supported
Birthday appeal for Mission Aviation Fellowship,
especially ‘our’ talented church musicians who
entertained at the tea party.

my

Christian love and kindness so freely given - and Robert your support
and guidance I shall never forget.
The amount raised is £1053
Do please continue to remember ‘our’ post card box (placed in the
hallway) and that valuable resource of fund-raising for MAF.
Thanks again to those of you that have given old postcards to me for
this cause in the past.
Linda Adkins

Reading Bridge News
Reading Borough Council has been carrying out work to strengthen
Reading Bridge and we have received information about closure
during May. It is over 90 years old now and the structure is now in need
of essential strengthening and waterproofing to ensure it can continue
to carry the amount of traffic it does in future years.
Full closure begins on Monday 18th May and is expected to be in place
for two weeks. The full closure will be in place 24 hours a day, 7 days a
week. You will note the second week of the two week closure
coincides with half term week, when traffic levels are lower. Reading
Bridge will be completely closed for both private vehicles and public
transport over this period. Pedestrian access will be maintained
however, albeit via a much narrower route.
Given the volume of traffic that normally crosses Reading Bridge, it is
inevitable that there will be a significant impact on traffic levels across
Reading, and particularly in the immediate area and across nearby
Caversham Bridge.
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Ten Reasons why Christians should Vote:
1. Voting publicly recognizes that we submit to the authority of the
political system in our nation as established by God. Romans 13:1-7
2. Voting recognizes the equality of all people and their right to speak
and be heard. James 2:1
3. Voting is one way that we can obey God's command to seek the
good of those around us and our nation as a whole. Philippians 2:3
4. Voting shows that we care deeply about who our leaders are as we
are urged to offer prayer and intercession on their behalf. 1 Timothy
2:1,2
5. Voting is a simple yet significant way we can do something about
politics in our nation. ‘All that is required for evil to prevail is for good
men to do nothing, Edmund Burke. Psalms 34:14
6. Voting makes a difference in the same way a grain of salt makes a
difference, and that is how we are to influence our society for good.
Matthew 5:13
7. Voting is a privilege not to be taken for granted. Those of us who
reap the benefits of living in a democracy should play a part in
upholding democracy.
8. Not voting is a form of voting, as it will influence the outcome. We
need to take responsibility for our actions, as well as our lack of
actions. I Peter 1:13
9. Voting is part of our stewardship to use all the resources we have
been given in ways that honour God; to waste a vote is to squander
a gift.
10. Voting is Biblical. Jesus commands us to fulfil our responsibility to the
civil authority. Matthew 22:21
adapted from Let Freedom Ring

page 7

The Park Campaigning Group against Injustice
The campaigning group centred at Park Church, often called the ‘Park
Writing Group’ has been operating for several years now. This small
group links in to wider groups or individuals to contribute to what is
often a massive voice of concern globally. To give you only a few
examples, Miriam Ibraham in South Sudan was sentenced to be
flogged for supposed adultery and to be hanged for changing her
religion to Christianity. Over a million people worldwide wrote in protest
and she has now been freed. Others have been freed after being
tortured and condemned to many years of imprisonment for speaking
out against injustice. Also the huge global companies of Coca Cola,
Pepsi Cola and Kelloggs have been persuaded to change their
practices over unfair ‘land grabs’ from subsistence farmers in different
parts of the world. It would be possible to go on with many more
examples, but this should be sufficient to make the point that
campaigning works.
We write to politicians and others who can make decisions, to express
our concerns over the way that big issues such as the way unfair
international trade and tax avoidance affects the poorest people in
the world; women’s rights and how this impacts on families in many
countries; serious human rights abuses of people who dare to speak out
against gross injustice in their country; the impact of climate change on
the most vulnerable nations and many more. This is backed by
organisations such as Christian Aid, OXFAM, Save the Children, The
World Development Movement and Amnesty International who
provide the material for this sort of targeted approach.
In order to campaign you don’t necessarily have to go on marches
waving placards, although this certainly has its place, but using the
social media facilities of email, facebook and twitter the process of
campaigning has been simplified. Christian Aid along with the other
major charities has a well-developed website which identifies the issues
where campaigning support is needed. Often they provide a brief
model letter that addresses the problem and guidance as to where it
should be sent. This may be to a senior politician in this country or
elsewhere. Usually this can be sent off simply at the click of a mouse
and within minutes you receive an acknowledgement thanking you for
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your contribution. All of this can be done from your own home and
there are no meetings.
Chris Gayford is the coordinator of the campaigning group at Park and
he can be contacted either in person or by email
(candy411@btinternet.com ). He will be pleased to give you more
information and will be particularly delighted if you will join.
The way that it works is that when you join the group you will be added
to the list and when an issue comes along Chris will circulate by email
to all of the members so that you can choose whether to respond.
Usually there are about 8 or 10 issues a year.
Don’t forget that for injustice to thrive good people merely have to do
nothing; and never doubt that a small group of committed citizens can
change the world; indeed it is the only thing that ever has.
Chris Gayford

Maintenance News
Our boilers are beginning to settle down and the two chimneys have
had their annual sweep.
The church projector screen has now been repaired and normal
service is resumed, my thanks to Roger Clark for helping with this repair.
The lettering above the church porch is now missing two letters – these
will need attention by a specialist contractor, due to the height and
accessibility of the letters. We hope to have this work completed soon.
We are also hoping to have a new sign above the halls entrance which
will say ‘Park Church Halls’ and be followed by the URC logo.
Robert Weston

Premier Christian Radio
Linda and I attended a reception event on the 23rd at Reading for
Premier Christian Radio which costs 7M a year to run . They gave an
interesting talk on its start up and their Christian Lifeline telephone
service where anyone can ring night or day and speak to someone if
they are worried. The telephone number is 0300 111 0101. More
volunteers were also required to run this.
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They were trying to reach more people via different media, smart
phones that now had so many applications and it could be
that sermons be broadcast to those at home? The Bishop of London is
a great enthusiast for new media. He spoke of the disabled being
welcomed to feel at home with perhaps minor modifications to a
building and for those with mental difficulties. Outreach could be quite
innovative and especially reaching those in work through the
programme.
John Pantry who produces the 'Breakfast Show' then entertained us
with 2 songs which he had written - 'Send Me Out From Here' and
'Wonderful Grace, Wonderful Saviour'. Both of these were new to me
and resulted in my purchasing a CD. If anyone wishes to borrow please
just ask.
He spoke of the many people he had interviewed on his programme
and how many actors/film stars were Christians which we don't tend to
think of. The following day (24th) they were staying in Reading to
broadcast from the central Salvation Army.
If you have never listened to Premier radio perhaps this will 'whet your
appetite'.
Gaye
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Fundraising for our Development Project
Whilst our kitchen and David’s hall development project is completed
we still have a small loan of £60,000 to repay to the Wessex Synod.
The fundraising team have suggested the following dates for a range of
activities, many of which you will notice, involve food! We hope that
you’ll be able to support some of these events – maybe all of them – all
of which give us opportunity to share fellowship together.
We thank all who made the Balderdash evening such a success and
we look forward to the Coffee Morning and Plant Sale on 6th June.
•

6th June - Coffee morning and plant sale

•

11th July - Welcome meal for Rev Rick King and family

•

27th Sept - Harvest supper and barn dance

•

17th Oct - Auction of items and promises, with evening meal

•

28th Nov - Christmas Fair

Details of each event will be given out in the notices and displayed on
posters in the church halls.
All of the events are being held at Park URC except the ‘Coffee
morning and plant sale’ which is at the home of Chris & Yvette
Gayford, Froxfield, 10 Grovelands Road, Spencer’s Wood, Reading RG7
1DP. Now is the time to plant seeds ready for the plant sale!
Fundraising team

United Church of Zambia Guest
We are delighted that Janet Kalale, a member of the United Church of
Zambia in Lusaka, will be joining us in Reading for a few days whilst
visiting the UK for an Alpha Conference which is taking place in
London. Janet will be with us from 30th April to 7th May. Further details
will be announced in church.
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In Rehearsal - The SALT Group Festival Drama

Simon & Jenny King
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Messy Church - Making the Easter Garden

Suzy Weston
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Congratulations
Jenny King is a talented member of our fellowship, alongside her role as
Assistant Church Secretary (which she shares with her husband, Simon)
she has served Girlguiding in Royal Berkshire County for the past three
years.
On 24th April at the Girlguiding County Thanks and Celebration
Evening, Jenny was presented with the Silver Oak Leaf award, one of
the highest awards given to leaders. The award recognises the
tremendous contribution Jenny has made to help young people grow
and develop, not just at Park URC Brownies but across the Berkshire
County and beyond.
The award came as a complete surprise and Jenny was speechless!
Rob Weston

Advance Notice: Climate Change Event in London
Everyone is invited to join thousands of climate change campaigners in
London on 17th June 2015 – the event aims to encourage the new
government to make climate change a top priority.
The day is being organized by Christian Aid and the Climate Coalition.
It will be a day filled with music, witness and worship. A day of
friendship, of solidarity and hope. We all love something that will be
affected by climate change… whether it is chocolate, bees, beaches,
neighbours or far. So this is a good opportunity to act in order to protect
the things you love.
You can register your interest now at: christianaid.org.uk/climatesummer
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Canon Andrew White - Vicar of Baghdad
Several friends from Park recently attended the talk on 'Minority groups
in Iraq and Iran' by Canon Andrew White which was organised by 'The
British Council of Christians and Jews' in the Reading Synagogue. You
may remember Rev'd Michael Jackson being heavily involved with this
organisation and held meeting at Park.
I had never been in a Synagogue before so that was interesting as well
as a very informative talk by Andrew White. He suffers from MS but had
revolutionary treatment out there and was indeed a 'guinea pig' at the
time which has helped him. He spoke of how he quickly was bored
when younger and liked a bit of excitement and challenge to his life.
As a medical doctor when the opportunity was presented for him to
travel overseas, even with MS, Baghdad was thought safer than other
places!
A very brave man who has studied the Jewish faith in depth and knew
the Rabbi's present he has great knowledge of the other religions in the
areas of is work. He made situations very real to us as listeners, when
hearing about sometimes funny, sometimes very sad and difficult
circumstances in which he was doing God's work. He then opened it up
for question time. One person asked how he 'kept his faith' in such
difficult circumstances. He said, he had a very simple faith, he knew our
God was a God of love and just knew he was always there and
whatever might happen, it would be with His will. He asked for prayer
for Perseverance, Protection and Provision. For somebody who has to
go round with body guards and body armour this seems a small thing to
do - can we all meet his plea?
The British Council of Christians and Jews would like more members they have regular speakers at different venues as well as the
Synagogue. If you would like to become a member please contact
them on 0207 015 5160 or see their website www.ccj.org.uk For single
membership it is £20 a year and joint £30.
Gaye

page 15

Church Gardens
We are delighted to welcome Charles Woods who is starting an
apprenticeship in landscape gardening. Charles will just be working two
hours a week, but this should be sufficient to keep the shrubs and roses
tended.
He will be fitting this around his apprenticeship hours, so we may see
him on different days during each week. Charles has a connection with
Park URC as he used to be part of the FIZZANG youth group.
Rob Weston

CommuniCare
Volunteers needed at CommuniCare. Can you spare any time on a
Monday morning or a Friday morning to help on reception at
CommuniCare? Or can you spare 3 hours each week to become an
adviser?
For more details and information please contact the CommuniCare
Manager, Francesca Yates on francesca.yates@communicare.org.uk
0118 9263941. For more details on CommuniCare check their website
on www.communicare.org.uk
Francesca Yates

Elections on 7th May
I hope that you were able to make use of the hustings arranged last
month by the churches in Reading and other community groups. Don’t
forget that as Christians we are called to help make the world a better
place and that can be done in many ways, one of which is to vote on
7th May.
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Lakeside Care Home Services
We have offered to lead a monthly ‘Songs of Praise’ style service at
Lakeside Care Home, which will be similar to the services we used to
offer at Sutton Court residential complex. We will begin on Monday
11th May and the service will start at 2.30pm.
We would be delighted to be joined by members of Park URC, please
consider coming along and enjoying fellowship and praise in this new
venue. The service will be around 40 minutes long and will include
hymns chosen by those coming along.
The second service will be on Monday 8th June at 2.30 pm and
subsequent dates will be advertised in the magazine and on the
church website www.parkurc.org.uk

Park URC Monday Café
In March we launched our café for the local community and we have
had a wonderful response with many people joining us each week for
baked potato lunch or a soup lunch.
With the success of the past few weeks I am now looking to setting up a
rota of volunteers who will come along and help out – either with
setting up or clearing away.
If you are interested please do come along, we meet in the David’s
Hall from 12 until 2pm.
Rob Weston

Gift Day for Kitchen Development Project
The new kitchen and refurbished David’s Hall has been a really positive
change in our church premises and we are grateful for the many
blessings that made this possible. We have a small amount of funding
to raise each year to pay back the loan from Wessex Synod. This year’s
Gift Day we hope to raise about £5,000 to help with the loan
repayments, the remainder will come from our lettings income and our
other fundraising events during the year. Our Gift Day is Sunday 28th
June.
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Christian Aid Week May 10th – 16th 2015
Christian Aid Week is fast approaching, and we need to find a good
number of people to cover our roads for the house-to-house collection.
We know that this can sometimes seem a discouraging task, when very
few people are at home, or the ones who are in say they have given in
other ways (or even refuse to help), but we know that in most years,
70% of the total raised comes from the house-to-house collections. So
that is an enormous amount which would be lost to this cause helping
the poorest people if none of us went out collecting.
So please join our team this year – if you have never collected before
we can pair you up with an experienced collector to encourage you.
We hope to have the envelopes and other material by the beginning
of May, but please talk to Doreen Woods, Sally Kirk or Gaye Rees to
confirm that you will be able to help again, or to volunteer for the first
time.
Doreen

Advance Notice: Adrian Plass
There are some people who have been inspiring and challenging
speakers for many years, Adrian Plass is one of those people. The writer
of many books, many of which have chronicled his own challenges in
being a disciple of Jesus in a confusing world.
Adrian invites you to join him and Searchlight Theatre Company for an
evening of theatre, stories, music and laughter at London Street United
Reformed Church in Basingstoke on Saturday 13th June at 7.15pm
Tickets are available from the church 01256 326 746 or online from
www.searchlighttheatre.org and cost £12.00, concessions (students and
OAPs) at £10.00
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Ministerial Exchange July 2015
In July our Minister and his family will be flying off to Colorado, to do a
church/manse exchange for four weeks.
In exchange the Rev Rick King and his wife Linda and their three boys
will be coming to Park URC for four weeks.

Rick will be leading morning worship each Sunday in July and is looking
forward to his first ever experience of Messy Church.
Rick will also be visiting the Friendship Club to talk about his ministry in
Longmont and leading Wednesday morning prayers. Further details are
to be confirmed.
Robert Weston

Important Date for your Diaries!
Plant Sale & Coffee Morning for Church funds on Saturday 6th June,
10.30 – 12.30 at 10 Grovelands Road, Spencers Wood, RG7 1DP
Chris and Yvette Gayford will be pleased to see you at their home for a
delicious cup of coffee or tea, with a slice (or two) of cake. Any surplus
plants that you may have would be greatly appreciated and any
home bakers, please feel free to bring along your latest triumphs!
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May Calendar
Sun

3rd

9.30 am
10.30am

Prayers in the Upper Room
Morning Worship with Holy Communion and
reception of new members
3.00 pm Messy Church
7.00 pm Ignite evening worship
Wed 6th
9.30 am Morning Prayers
7.30 pm Finance and General Purposes Committee
th
Sun
10
9.30 am Prayers in the Upper Room
10.30am Morning Worship for Christian Aid Week: speaker
Andrew Weston
7.00 pm Ignite evening worship
10th – 17th Christian Aid Week
Wed 13th 9.30 am Morning Prayers
7.30 pm Elders Meeting
th
Sat
16
“Growing the Church” Day Conference, Basingstoke
th
Sun
17
9.30 am Prayers in the Upper Room
10.30am Morning Worship with the Praise Band
12 noon Church Meeting
7.00 pm Ignite evening worship
th
9.30 am Morning Prayers
Wed 20
Sun
24th 9.30 am Prayers in the Upper Room
10.30am Morning Worship for Pentecost
7.00 pm Ignite evening worship
Wed 27th 9.30 am Morning Prayers
Sun
31st 9.30 am Prayers in the Upper Room
10.30am Morning Worship
7.00 pm Ignite evening worship
House Groups meet on several evenings during the week. Please speak to Rev. Robert
Weston, or the Church Secretary, Roger Clark, if you are interested in joining a groups.
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A Date for your Diary - Park Church Camp 2015...
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Church Contacts

Minister:
Rev Robert Weston

office:

0118 926 5003

e-mail:

minister@parkurc.org.uk

e-mail:

churchsecretary@parkurc.org.uk

Church Secretary:
Roger Clark
Centre Manager:
Julie Cameron

phone:

0845 463 6426

e-mail:

centremanager@parkurc.org.uk

Magazine Editor:
Rod King

phone:

editor@parkurc.org.uk

e-mail:

Church Website:

www.parkurc.org.uk

Our church website is updated regularly and has details of the many
activities of the Church. You will also find some of the charities that we
support, with links to even more helpful websites.
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Regular Activities at Park
Sunday

1.00 pm
3.00 pm
4.00 pm
6.30 pm
7:00 pm

Worship
Young people’s groups & Crèche facilities
Holy Communion (1st Sunday)
Church of Zimbabwe International
Newlife Celebration Tamil Church
Worship at Sutton Court (1st Sunday of month)
Ignite Coffee & Cakes (in term-time)
Ignite Worship(in term-time)

Monday

9.30 am
10.00 am
1.45 pm
5.15 pm
6.45 pm
7.30 pm
8.00 pm

Park Mother & Toddlers Group
Monkey Music
Mayfield Singers
Beaver Scouts
Cub Scouts
Housegroup
Bujinkan Martial Arts

Tuesday

10:00 am
10:00 am
2.15 pm
2:00 pm
4.30 pm
5:00 pm
7:30 pm
7.30 pm
7.30 pm
7.30 pm
8.15 pm

Park 60+ Exercise
Happy Feet Footcare (every 6 weeks)
Friendship Club
Reading U3A Yoga (every 2 weeks)
Indian Dance Classes
Street Feet Dance
Earley Folk Dancing
Shaolin Fists Martial Arts
Badminton Club (Sept – March)
Housegroup
Aldbrickham Clog & Dance Group

Wednesday

9:30 am
10.00 am
12.00 pm
2.00 pm
5.30 pm
5.30 pm
7.00 pm
7.30 pm

Embroiderers’ Guild (monthly)
Park 60+ Exercise (12 noon seated session)
Reading Lunchtime Choir
Reading Macular Society (bi-monthly)
Beavers
First Class Learning
Scouts
Mostly G&S Singers

Thursday

11.00 am
2.00 pm
2.00 pm
2:00 pm
5:30 pm
5.30 pm
7.15 pm
7.15 pm
7.30 pm

Zumba Gold (Age UK)
U3A Madrigal Society (every 2 weeks)
Active Ageing
Reading Abbey Trefoil Group (4th Thurs of month)
Brownies
Rainbows
Guides
Senior Guides
Housegroup

Friday

9.45 am
6.30pm
9.00 am
9.30am
4.00pm
7:00 pm
7.30 pm

Zumba Fitness Class
Pilots
The Allenova Ballet School
Reading Seventh Day Adventist Community Group
Reading Community Gospel Choir
Footloose Line Dancing Group
FIZZANG(Youth Club)

Saturday

10.30 am
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