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Minister’s Letter
7 High Tree Drive, Earley, Reading RG6 1EU
Dear Friends,
I hope your Easter was a time for celebration – Jesus
Christ came to give us life, life in all its fullness and it is
through the cross and resurrection that we see God’s
love demonstrated. The risen Christ fills us with hope,
offers us freedom and points to a new life.
One of the Easter posters at church reads ‘time to think outside the
box’ - it is a clever play on words. Accompanied by a picture of an
Easter egg, the phrase suggests looking beyond the egg to the Easter
message of new life. On another level ‘to think outside the box’ is to be
creative, imaginative, explorative. Faith in Christ Jesus is not a purely
cerebral activity; it involves not just the mind but the heart and soul too.
But I hear you ask, Easter eggs, are they really Biblical? Of course they
are when you understand the transformative power of Christ. After all,
there are few transformations as dramatic as that of a chick breaking
out of an eggshell. In one sense it is quite unexpected - a soft, fluffy
chick from a smooth, hard egg. Even more unexpected was that Jesus
would return to life, none of the disciples had expected that surprise!
No wonder they stared in disbelief at the women who had rushed from
the empty tomb.
The transformative power of Christ is seen all around us in everyday life:
when love conquers evil, when forgiveness conquers hatred, when
courage conquers fear, when hope conquers anxiety. In small ways
and in seemingly tiny actions, the power of love is at work all around us.
Let us be bearers of the transformative power of God’s love, as
understood through Jesus Christ. As we reflect on the transformations
the Jesus witnessed in the lives of people around him. Think of the life of
Zacchaeus, a cheat who paid back all he owed and much more; or
the life of Mary of Magdala, a woman who witnessed the empty tomb.

In this magazine you can read about the transformative power of Christ
in the life of Solaya, one of our younger worshippers who will be
baptized on 1st May by immersion. On that same day she will be
received as a Church Member and we look forward to this special day
in her spiritual journey and in the life of our fellowship.
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On 26th April we will be hosting around one hundred cyclists who are
part of an organization called ‘Time to Cycle’ - the group is cycling
from London to the Ffos-y-Fran coal mine near Merthyr Tydfil in South
Wales, the largest opencast coal mine in the country. They are
highlighting the fact that coal is the dirtiest of fossil fuels, and as such
coal endangers our health and our hopes to reduce climate change.
As a church committed to reducing our carbon emissions, the group
were particularly keen to come and stay with us. They are staying on
the Tuesday evening and then cycling off to Devizes on the
Wednesday morning. Please pray for this group and for their
campaigning on climate change.
We often thank the teams of leaders of our Scouts, Guides and Pilots,
we should also recognise the wonderful contribution of parent helpers
and other supporters. At the Scout Group executive meeting Alistair
Knox was presented with a 20 years’ long service award and Moya
Taylor, who has served our Scout Executive and on the District
Executive, was presented with a 5 years’ long service award. Simon
Lock, the Beaver Leader for the Wednesday colony, has also received
a 5 years’ long service award. Jo Smith also deserves a mention after 27
years in leadership in Guiding, she is taking a well-earned break! To all
those we have named and to all our supporters and leaders we say a
huge thank you.
May God bless all of us with the understanding that all things are
possible thanks to the transformative power of Christ Jesus. May we all
know the peace that comes from knowing Jesus as Lord and Saviour
and may these words of Jesus inspire us:
John 15:11 ‘I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that
your joy may be complete. My commandment is this: love one another
just as I love you.’
Yours in Christ, Rob
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Church Family News
We have heard from Rev. Mike Jackson, our minister here from 1978 to
2000, that he has recently been presented with a certificate to mark
the 50th anniversary of his ordination as
Minister of Word and
Sacrament in the United Reformed Church. We send our
congratulations and love to Mike and Liz, and all the family.
Congratulations and best wishes to Daisy Smith, who celebrated her
18th birthday on March 10th; to Samantha Oguna, who has 21 on
March 6th; and to Brian Wooldridge who was 80 on March 16th. We
send our love to you all.
We are pleased to report that Karen Macdonald, who is one of the
musicians for the Ignite services, and helps with Messy Church, has
obtained a post as a maths teacher at Robert Mays school in Hook,
Hampshire. This means she will be staying In Reading next year.
Best wishes to Jo Smith, who is giving up as Rainbow Leader, and
welcome to her successor. Jo has been involved in leading in
Girlguiding for 27 years – a remarkable record.
We welcome Solaya Wambua, who will be baptised and received into
church membership on Sunday 1st May.
We continue to remember those friends awaiting, undergoing or
revering from treatment: Hilary Campbell, Peter Short, Bob Butler, Eileen
Day and Elizabeth Knox.
And a special mention for one of our Brownies, Millie, in intensive care
following an operation. We remember her and her family in our prayers.
Doreen Woods
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My Journey within Christianity
I would like to say that I have had an
interesting religious ‘journey’ in my life so
far and it all began:
When I was newly born, I was dedicated in
an African - English church in Kenya which I
do not remember much of (funnily enough). By
the age of 6, my mum had come to England to find
a job and a suitable home meanwhile I lived with my
uncle, who was a very active church Elder in Nairobi
Central Adventist Church.
Almost instantly, I became active within the church as well for example,
I was in the Children’s choir, the Vocational Bible School, Weekly
fellowship lunch and more.
In 2009, when I finally moved to Reading, England, my mum searched
for an Adventist church so I didn’t feel too out of place, it was then I
joined Reading West Adventist Church.
For a while my mum attended the church with me even though she
wasn’t Adventist herself but one day she saw Park URC and was
interested in attending it as she herself had been looking for a church
that truly made her feel comfortable for a while.
At first we didn’t attend often, however my mum told me for now I
could attend Park (URC) and if needs be, I can search for a church that
makes me feel comfortable as she did when I’m older. 4 years later, I
do attend regularly and try to take part in the service when I can, but
the biggest milestone now, is that I am looking to get baptised at Park
soon and continue my journey with God.
Solaya Wambua
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Les Dray 6th July 1933 – 21st February 2016
Les was born into a family of builders – in
a bungalow which his father and mother
had built largely with their own hands, in
Northumberland Avenue.
He attended George Palmer infants’
and junior school, and passed the
entrance examination to the Blue Coat
School, then situated in the Bath Road –
the school moved to Sonning during Les’
time there.
The pupils attended St Lawrence’s
Church, where Les was a member of the
choir.
After leaving school he joined the family
firm, and remained a builder all his life –
with a break for National Service in the
RAF in Germany.
On his return he found a new member of
staff in the office – a young lady called Hilary. They didn’t get together
straight away but were eventually married at Park Congregational
Church, which Hilary attended, on July 6th 1957.
The first member of the family to arrive was Susan in September 1959,
followed by Phil, Helen, David, and Jacqueline in 1971. They transferred
their membership to Trinity Church (at the corner of Queens Road and
Sidmouth Street), when the journey to Park with a pram became too
difficult.
They remained valued and active members of Trinity Church until it
closed in 1979. Les served as a deacon and an elder, and his building
skills played an important part in keeping the church fabric intact.
A very important part of Les’ adult life was his service to the Scout
movement, although he had not been a member in his youth. He first
became involved in leadership of the Sea Scout Group at Trinity; he
subsequently served as Group Scout Leader at Trinity and at Park, and
for seven years was the District Commissioner for East Reading.
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Once back in membership at Park URC, Les served as a member of the
Finance & General Purposes Committee and as an Elder, and as
Assistant Church Secretary.
When Jane Owen, the previous Church secretary, retired, Les and Hilary
took on the role of Church Secretary together, and between them
made a considerable contribution to the life of the church as it moved
towards the 21st century.
Hilary led a “Discovering Discipleship” course, and Les was encouraged
to lead worship, and become a lay preacher.
When Hilary became ill they had to resign from the secretaryship. Les
has paid tribute to the support and love he received from the church
fellowship during Hilary’s illness, and at the time of her death in
September 1999.
He later became Church Administrator, working on the buildings and
being the welcoming face to all visitors and hirers of rooms on our
premises.
A long life, well spent – thank you for all you meant to us individually
and to the church here, Les.

Daily Devotions until Pentecost
A series of reflections written by writers across the URC are to be sent
out every day between Easter Sunday and Pentecost. Authors include
John Ellis, Susan Durber, John Proctor, Ruth Whitehead, David GroschMiller, Francis Brienen, Richard Church, Ann Barton, Kevin Waston, Fleur
Houston, Alan Yates and many more.
You can sign up for them by going to the
http://eepurl.com/bPLqev and filling in your details.
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Fundraising this year
The next event on April 23rd is something new those of you who have seen the TV programme
‘Room 101’ will know that guests are invited to
suggest why something should be banished from
the face of the earth and placed in Room 101.
The audience get to decide whether each guest
has convinced them that this is a good idea.
It should be a light-hearted and entertaining evening and will include a
delicious meal!
As you may be aware, whilst our huge development project has been
completed we still have a small loan of £10,000 per year, to repay to
the Wessex Synod. At our church meeting the following activities were
confirmed. We hope that you’ll be able to support some of these
events, which will help raise funds and give us opportunity to share
fellowship together.
23rd April
14th May
9th July
24th Sept
27th Nov

Evening meal and ‘Room 101’
Coffee morning and plant sale in Spencer’s
Wood
BBQ and games in Palmer Park
Harvest show, supper and barn dance
Christmas Fair

Details of each event will be given out in the notices and displayed on
posters in the church halls.
All of the events are being held at Park URC except the ‘Coffee
morning and plant sale’ which is at the home of Chris & Yvette
Gayford, Froxfield, 10 Grovelands Road, Spencer’s Wood, Reading RG7
1DP.
Chris and Yvette have requested all the keen gardeners in our church
to plant a few extra seeds now, for the plant sale in May!
Fundraising team
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Course for Church Treasurers
You may be aware that we are seeking a new
treasurer for Park URC.
If you are interested in finding out more then there is
a training course run by the ‘Association of Church
Accountants and Treasurers’ that may be of interest
and we would be happy to pay for your attendance.
Foundation Training Course to be held at Old Alresford Place, Alresford,
Near Winchester, SO24 9DH on Saturday 23rd April 2016.
The Course will cover:
•

The Role of the Treasurer

•

Legal & Financial Overview

•

Budgeting

•

Principles of Charity Accounting

•

Systems, Records and IT

•

Employment

•

Gift Aid and GASDS

•

Year-end Routines

•

VAT and LPWGS

Whether you are new to the role or have been in post for many years,
you will find something in the course to benefit you. The cost is £45 and
includes all course material, quill pens, refreshments and a buffet lunch.
Registration will be from 9.30 am onwards for a prompt start at 10.00 am
and will finish at 4.00 pm. Places are limited to 40 so please book early.
To
book
a
place
visit
our
website:
http://www.acat.uk.com/alresfordfound.html
You can book instantly online or print out a postal booking form.
Robert Weston
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General Assembly of the United Reformed Church
Have you something to share with the General Assembly being held
from July 8 -11th at Southport?
Mr Alan Yates and the Revd Kevin Watson, the moderators-elect of the
General Assembly of the United Reformed Church, have announced
that the theme for 2016 Assembly, and their two years in office, will be
'People of the Way'.
The moderators-elect are calling
for the two years that starts with
General Assembly in July 2016 to
be a time of renewed focus on
the
fundamentals
of
the
Christian life; the People of the
Way theme is intended to
provide an opportunity for
United
Reformed
churches
across the three nations to return
to the basics of their identity and life in Christ.
The moderators-elect are asking every congregation in the URC to
participate in an Assembly display reflecting the breadth of church life
across the denomination by sending photos of the glorious variety and
vitality of local church life – the best of them will be used in a speciallyarranged display at Assembly.
To take part please send high-resolution
peopleoftheway01@gmail.com by 16th May 2016.

photographs

to

You must confirm that you are the copyright owner of the image and
that you grant permission for the United Reformed Church to use it in
print and on-line media. Please also confirm that you have consent for
any children and vulnerable adults who are pictured.
The moderators-elect cannot guarantee to use everything that is
received but as many as possible will be used and all submissions will be
received with interest and gratitude.
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Scientists in Congregations
The ‘Equipping Christian Leadership in an Age of
Science’ project announces the Scientists in
Congregations – new awards scheme.
This will provide grants of up to £10,000 for new
projects designed by local church leaders and science professionals to
bring science-theology/faith questions into the learning and
worshipping lives of local congregations of all sizes and types.
The deadline for application is 5pm on May 3 2016. For more details on
Scientists
in
Congregations
and
the
criteria
for
bids.
http://community.dur.ac.uk/christianleadership.science/theproject/scientists-in-congregations/

Property Maintenance News
During our Spring Clean day in March we had a great
turnout of volunteers and were able to give a
thorough clean in those ‘difficult to access areas’
such as the high beams of the church.
Thank you very much to all the team, including Suzy Weston & Ruth
Clark who prepared a lunch to sustain everyone!
During the Spring Clean we noticed that the shrubs by the memorial
benches have become rather mature, not only requiring a great deal
of pruning but also hiding vast amounts of litter.
Therefore, it was proposed at our church meeting in March that we
should remove the large shrubs and replace with shrubs that have a
maximum height of four feet - thankfully there are many varieties
available that are more suited for small spaces.
Robert Weston
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Rainbows Fairy Sleepover
As a last minute helper, when they were to be short-staffed on the
Rainbow Sleepover, it was such a lovely experience, I feel compelled to
write this report (with Jo’s permission!).
During half-term sixteen excited Rainbows were delivered by parents to
Thirtover Place, the Berkshire Guide Centre at Cold Ash. On arrival all,
including parents, were keen to run upstairs with their belongings to see
where the girls would be spending the night. After unpacking and
laying sleeping bags on the bunk beds all seemed happy and relieved!
As soon as parents had left, activities began – 15 to choose from! These
included making little fairy houses; decorating fairy wings to wear;
wands wound with rainbow wool and decorated with beads and bells;
a hunt in the garden and field; decorating biscuits; etc, etc. A star was
awarded and stuck on their ‘passports’ for each activity completed.
Great fun was had making ‘fairy mud’. This entailed unravelling several
toilet rolls, mixing with pink water and grated soap (at first the girls
thought Jo was grating cheese!). Much kneading and squeezing was
used to make a mushy mess on a large tray This was then transformed
into a beautiful Fairy Garden decorated with beads and jewels.
During a very gluey, sticky decoupage session decorating little boxes in
which their treasures could be kept, one Rainbow said to me, “I can’t
believe it, the sleepover has come – it’s like a magic dream – it’s so
lovely and we can stay until tomorrow”. I said, “Yes, it is lovely, isn’t it
fun to be able to come away and stay with all your friends – we’re like
a big family in a big house”. The Rainbow replied, “Well, yes, we are a
family – we’re all God’s children”. It was a special moment.
They dressed up in their fairy or elf outfits in the evening, had some
party games and pass-the-parcel with consequences and little gifts
inside. Bed-time came and, in dressing-gowns, they sat in a circle.
Each, including the Leaders, told us the name of the favourite soft toy
they had brought and why it was so special.
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After a drink and bed-time story, sixteen happy, tired little Rainbows
went up to bed – and eventually fell asleep.
During
supper
one
Rainbow lost a tooth
so, of course, the Tooth
Fairy made a special
visit that night – which
fitted in well with the
Sleepover theme.
Next morning, bright
and early, activities
continued. At hometime, parents eagerly
arrived to collect their
girls – and were
pleased, and no doubt
relieved, to see how
happy they all were.
One Rainbow wistfully
said to me, “Are you
staying longer?” She
seemed relieved to
hear me reply, “Only to
clear up!”
This magical 24-hour
Sleepover
was
planned and organised by Jo Smith, the Rainbow Leader, ably assisted
by Jenny and Heather King, Karen Burrows and Senior Section Guides
Carmen, Judy and Daisy. A happy and successful team and thanks
were expressed to all. I was privileged to be the additional adult. It
was a lovely experience for us all. I hope the girls will enjoy Guiding as
much as I have – and still do.
Janet Pritchard – Earley Trefoil Guild
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Congratulations to Rev Mike Jackson
Congratulations to Mike, who was recently presented with a certificate
to recognise his work and service in ministry over the past 50 years!
Of course, we had the
privilege of having Mike as
our minister at Park for 23
years
and
it
seems
appropriate at this time to
look
back
and
acknowledge
his
achievements
throughout
his whole ministry.
Mike
starting leading worship with
Church Drama Group from
the age of 18, which
continued to lay preaching on his own.
On a holiday to Switzerland in 1960, Mike received the call to ministry
and in 1961 started training
at
Northern
College,
Manchester.
During the
time of training, he led
worship in many parts of the
country, and spent time
during the summer of 1964
in
student
ministry
at
Woolton Church, Liverpool.
Mike became Minister of
Over
Congregational
Church in Winsford, Cheshire
in September 1966, and
came to Park in June 1978. Mike, Liz, Andrew, Simon and Ruth were all
involved in many activities at Park and many great times were shared
with them.
Mike was involved in many areas of church and community life
including being the Wessex training officer for non-stipendiary ministers
, served as church representative on Berkshire County Council’s
Education Committee, spent time as Governor at Alfred Sutton Boys’
School and Maiden Erlegh School, was Chair of Readings R E Advisory
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Group and Churches Together and was lead minister on Berkshire
Churches Disaster Planning.
Mike was an active member of Rotary, where, amongst other things, he
spent many Christmas’s helping Father Christmas either on his sleigh or
with local collections. After his retirement Mike was appointed as Army
Padre at REME, Arborfield until 2007 when he and Liz moved north to
their present home.
We give thanks to God for letting us all get to know and love Mike, for
all that he did during his time in Reading, and pray for he and Liz in their
retirement in Cumbria.

Help us find a home for every child who needs one
My name is Bethany Hare and I am the
Project Social worker for Home for Good
Reading and Wokingham. Home for
Good is a National Charity our vision is
to find a home for every child who
needs one.
Every day more than 50 children are taken into care in the UK. Some of
them need a home in an emergency. Some need a temporary home
until they can return to their families. Others need an occasional home
to give their families respite and some of them need a permanent
home with a new forever family. We believe The Church is uniquely
placed to offer its help to meet this need – both in terms of finding
families to foster or adopt and providing an excellent community of
support to wrap around those who do.
Home for Good Reading and Wokingham are local movements trying
to raise the profile of fostering and adoption in churches. We are
equipping churches to support families that foster and adopt, and
create support networks for foster carers and adoptive parents as well
as highlighting the local need for foster carers and adopters.
We have pledged to find 50 families for Reading and 20 families for
Wokingham and are working in partnership with Reading Christian
Network, Reading Borough Council, Faith in the Communities and
Wokingham Borough Council. We have been truly blessed with God’s
provision and guidance.
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Brookside Church has recently set up ‘Carers Connect’ an opportunity
for foster carers, adopters and their children to meet up informally and
build relationships.
We are also looking to set up a group for people who are thinking
about fostering or adoption in the future. It will be an opportunity for
people to find out more about the process, hear from current foster
carers and adopters and pray and talk with others considering
becoming carers.
Personally I have a passion for this as I have previously worked as a
Social worker trying to find foster families for children and it was difficult!
Often children would have to move out of the area away from family
and friends and to a new school as we did not have enough carers
locally.
My vision is that each time a local child enters care, within churches
across Reading and Wokingham we have a variety of approved carers
waiting to offer a home, love and acceptance to these children.
We would be so grateful if you could pray for the work we are doing.
We are a small charity with a big heart!
If you are interested in finding out more about home for good, then
please contact us. Whether it is to find out more about Fostering or
adoption, to find out about local support for current carers or to see
how you can support Home for Good it would be great to hear from
you.
For further information, please contact me on 07827543002 or
Bethany.hare@homeforgood.org.uk
Bethany Hare
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Women’s World Day of Prayer
The theme for this year was “Receive Children, Receive
Me” based on Mark chapter 10 verses 13-16, when Jesus
welcomed children when others wanted to turn them
away.
As the service progressed, this was developed to stress the importance
of receiving everyone, regardless of who they are. This was summed up
in one of the hymns – not very familiar to most of us but with wonderful
words worthy of a wider audience.
For everyone born, a place at the table,
For everyone born, clean water and bread,
A shelter, a space, a safe place for growing,
For everyone born, a star overhead.
For women and men, a place at the table,
Revising the roles, deciding the share,
With wisdom and grace, dividing the power,
For woman and man, a system that’s fair.
For young and for old, a place at the table,
A voice to be heard, a part in the song,
The hands of a child in hands that are wrinkled,
For young and for old, the right to belong.
For just and unjust, a place at the table,
Abuser, abused, with need to forgive,
In anger, in hurt, a mindset of mercy,
For just and unjust, a new way to live.
For everyone born, a place at the table,
To live without fear, and simply to be,
To work, to speak, to witness and worship,
For everyone born, the right to be free.
And God will delight
When we are creators of justice and joy,
Yes, God will delight
When we are creators of justice
Justice and Joy!
Shirley Erena Murray
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Knitting Twiddle Muffs
Could you please help with a new venture being developed in the
Royal Berkshire Hospital.
Volunteers are needed for knitting
Twiddle muffs which are given to people
with dementia to help distract them so
that they become less distressed and
agitated whilst in hospital.
A few patterns will be provided so that
you can see the concept and what it
involves. It is hoped that an on-going
supply which can be used for patients
throughout the hospital, from admission
in ED to ward of discharge.
Each patient would have their own
Twiddle muff which they can keep
(because of the materials used the muffs
cannot be cleaned and given to
another patient).
If you are interested to assist with the new venture, could you please
contact Voluntary Services on 0118 322 7061 or email:
nila.jeyakumar@royalberkshire.nhs.uk.
Nila Jeyakumar

Gap Year Opportunity
Gap Year Placement Opportunity for a Youth/Children’s worker in
Swanage
The Wave Youth is currently looking for someone who may be
interested in joining the Wave Team in Swanage as a trainee youth or
children's worker, starting on a one year placement from September.
For
more
info,
please
visit:
join.wavekids.org.uk
and
www.thewaveyouth.co.uk/jobs.html
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Fairtrade Fortnight
Many thanks to you all for supporting my stall and I was
delighted that we raised £260 for Traidcraft.
Please keep supporting by buying Fairtrade foods when
you can from the supermarkets or feel free toask me to order anything
from the catalogue in the vestibule at church.
Gaye

Come to the Water (Isaiah 55:1-9, John 4:7-15)
Imagine that it is a hot summer afternoon, we have been playing
badminton, or we are playing tennis, we are very thirsty, and need to
get a big drink! What would you like to drink to quench your thirst?
White wine, Sprite, 7-Up or Water?
Jesus is the Living Water (John 4:10)
(John 4:10) Jesus said to the Samaritan woman “If you knew the gift of
God, and who it is, that is saying to you, ”Give me a drink”, you would
have asked him, and he would have given you living water.” If you
were this woman, would you be thinking about:
•

I want this gift, what is it?

•

Who is this person who is talking to me?

•

Should I ask Him for this living water?

(John 4:18) Jesus pointed out that the Samaritan woman had 5
husbands, and the one she was with was not her husband. She could
not really find satisfaction, so she kept going back to find a different
one. Jesus brought up this fact that she could not quench her thirst
because she was drinking the wrong water. What she needed was the
Living Water Jesus was offering.
When Jesus offers us Himself, the Living Water, he is thirsting for us as
well. Jesus wants us to give ourselves wholly to Him, so that we can
enjoy the Living Water. This is a gift, not something that we can pay or
earn for. All we need to do is to receive it!
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We are all invited to come to the living water
No-one is excluded from the invitation to come to the water. The Jews,
even the disciples of Jesus, considered this Samaritan woman was not
worthy of Jesus’ time. First, Samaritans excluded her. Second, being a
woman was the second main reason of exclusion. Third, being an
immoral Samaritan woman totally struck her out. However, Jesus took
His time and initiative to talk with this immoral, sinful woman about
Living Water. He didn’t exclude her from offering her this gift of Living
Water. And He doesn’t exclude anyone of us, either!
Frankly speaking, it’s often the good, religious people who exclude
themselves from receiving this Living Water. It may be because of their
pride and their accomplishments, and want some reward for what
they’ve done. They don’t want to associate with people like this sinful
woman, or admit that they need this Living Water from Jesus, just as
much as she did. But the gift is freely offered to anyone, to any
notorious sinners, to any self-righteous religious sinners. All equally need
this Living Water.
Indeed, we all need this Living Water, but what should we do to receive
it?
Firstly, to receive this Living Water, we need to know what it is. Living
Water is the salvation. (John 3:16) “For God so loved the world that he
gave his only Son, whoever believes in him shall not perish but have
eternal life”.
Secondly, to receive this Living Water, we must know who Jesus is. Jesus
is God, who has the power to supply us with grace and Living Water.
Jesus is also human, who was tired and thirsty when He asked the
Samaritan woman for a drink. Jesus is the Living Water, who died for us
on the cross, so that we can have eternal life.
Thirdly, to receive this Living Water, we just need to ask for it. To ask for
it, we have to recognise that we are thirsty, and we can never satisfy
the thirst by our own effort. If we ask Jesus for it, He will supply us with
eternal Living Water.
We must drink the Living water and share it with others
(Jeremiah 2:13) says “For my people have committed two evils; they
have forsaken me, the fountain of Living Water, and dug out cisterns for
themselves, cracked cisterns that can hold no water.” Jesus is the
spring of Living Water. He is the only source of life, refreshment, and
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nourishment for us. He is always fresh and new, like a spring, and to
“drink” of the Living Water is to receive life and be satisfied!
What must we do in order to drink the Living Water?
Seek the Lord (Isaiah 55:6) – to call on Him and ask for his guidance,
and put our trust in Him rather than human strength and wisdom.
Forsake sin (Isaiah 55:7) - forsaking the ways and the thoughts that are
displeasing and dishonouring to God
Return to the Lord (Isaiah 55:7) - return to Him for deliverance from His
own anger.
(John 4:14) When Jesus says that “those who drink of the water that I will
give them will never be thirsty,” He means that we who have drunk this
Living Water are satisfied with Him because we know that He has
rescued us from sin and judgement (Romans 8:1). He has given us
eternal life and that nothing can separate us from His love (Romans
8:31-39).
My prayer partner Lynn told me that when she urged her brother to
consider receiving Christ, his immediate response was “I would like to
accept Jesus and join the church but not yet. We live among people of
other faiths.”
He fears persecution, ridicule and pressure from his peers; these are his
excuses to postpone his decision to drink this Living Water.
Do you hear God inviting you to come to the Living Water? Do you
hear Him calling you to commit your life to Him? Please don’t
procrastinate! (2 Corinthians 6:2) Now is the acceptable time, see, now
is the day of salvation.”
Phebe Mann
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First Aid Courses
We encourage all children’s and youth leaders to
keep their first aid skills up-to-date. The first aid courses
are free of charge and open to all in the
congregation (over the age of 16 years). Maximum 15 participants.
If your church would like to host a Red Cross first aid course, please get
in touch with Ruth Heine.
email: development@urcwessex.org.uk or phone: 023 8067 4513.
Further information about the first aid courses can be found on the new
Wessex Synod website.

Elders’ Development Days
Elders’ Development Days in the NW of Wessex Synod for current elders,
non-serving elders and anyone interested in becoming an elder.
Venue: at Marsh Gibbon URC, Tomkins Lane, Marsh Gibbon, Bicester,
OX27 0EX Time: 10am – 2pm
Saturday 9 April 2016 – Pastoral Care and Mission
Saturday 14th May 2016 – Prayer, Spirituality and Worship The
information plus a poster to download is available on the Synod
website: http://wessexsynod.urc.org.uk/
Bookings to Ruth Heine at the address above.

Lay Preachers’ Gathering
Lay Preachers’ Gathering on Saturday 16 April 2016 at London Street
URC, Basingstoke. 10.30am – 3.45pm.
Theme: Refreshing your Preaching, led by Revd Paul Burden,
Programme Leader for Mission and Ministry, Sarum Ministry Programmes,
and College of Preachers.
Open to everyone, even if you have never preached before.
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April Calendar
Sun

Wed
Sun

Tue
Wed
Sat
Sun

Mon
Wed

Sat
Sun
Wed

3rd

9.30 am
10.30am
3.00 pm

Prayers in the Upper Room
Morning Worship with Holy Communion
Messy Church
No evening service
6th
9.30 am Morning Prayers
10th 9.30 am Prayers in the Upper Room
10.30am Morning Worship
No evening service
th
12
2.15 pm Friendship Club restarts
13th 9.30 am Morning Prayers
2.30 pm Service at Lakeside Care Home
16th 10.00am Elders’ Awayday at Lower Earley Baptist
Church
17th 9.30 am Prayers in the Upper Room
10.30am Morning Worship
SALT Leaders meeting
6.00 pm Holy Communion with a time of Prayer for
Healing and Wholeness
18th 7.15 pm Churches
Together
in
Berkshire
AGM
(Wokingham)
20th 9.30 am Morning Prayers
Final date for material for the May magazine, to be published on
May 1st
23rd Evening meal plus “Room 101” 6.30 pm
24th 9.30 am Prayers in the Upper Room
10.30am Morning Worship
th
27
9.30 am Morning Prayers
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Elder’s Prayer
Heavenly Father, you created each one of us. Let us
pray for all those we are connected with personally and
through our faith.
Strengthen for service Lord all members of your church.
Help us to be true disciples of Jesus, living the gospel and bringing
social change in an unjust world. Give us courage to challenge unfair
trade rules and pray for those who have the power to make farreaching decisions affecting the world’s poor.
We pray for all leaders but especially for world leaders, that they may
be inspired to work together to tackle the causes of poverty and
injustice, and to use their power, not for their own glory but for the good
of all.
We pray for ourselves, that we may have the courage to be witnesses
to the power of sharing and to the values of community. As we eat
and drink, help us to pray for those who have laboured to bring the
food to our table. Fill our hearts with compassion for all those around
the world, so that we acknowledge our common humanity and dignity.
Give us insight and understanding so that we can make good choices
about how we spend our money. You have called us to care for the
poor and needy and we want to take that responsibility seriously. Help
us to be generous with our time and money, so that we can honour you
through serving others.
Help us to love more generously and speak up more loudly for those
who are treated unjustly. We pray for people in our own community –
those who live on very little, those who are vulnerable and those who
are lonely.
As we go out into the world help us to live in the warmth of God’s love,
to listen to the cries of hurt, to speak words of compassion and to know
that we are surrounded by your eternal love.
Frances Lancaster
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Church Contacts
Minister:
Rev Robert Weston

office:
e-mail:

0118 926 5003
minister@parkurc.org.uk

e-mail:

churchsecretary@parkurc.org.uk

phone:
e-mail:

0845 463 6426
centremanager@parkurc.org.uk

e-mail:

editor@parkurc.org.uk

Church Secretary:
Roger Clark

Centre Manager:
Julie Cameron
Magazine Editor:
Rod King

Our church website is updated regularly and has details of the many
activities of the Church. You will also find some of the charities that we
support, with links to even more helpful websites.
Facebook: www.facebook.com/ParkURC?ref=aymt_homepage_panel
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Regular Activities at Park
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

10.30 am

3.00 pm
3.45 pm
6.30 pm
7:00 pm
Various
9.30 am
5.15 pm
6.45 pm
7.30 pm
Various
10:00 am
10.30 am
1.00 pm
2.15 pm
2:00 pm
7:30 pm
7.30 pm
7.30 pm
8.15 pm
Various
9.00 am
9:30 am
10.00 am
12.00 pm
2.00 pm
5.30 pm
7.30 pm
7.30 pm
Various
9;45 am
10.30 am
2.00 pm
2.00 pm
2:00 pm
5:30 pm
5.30 pm
7.15 pm
7.30 pm
Various
9.45 am
6.30pm
9.00 am
9.30am
4.00pm
7:00 pm

Worship
Young people’s groups & Crèche facilities
Holy Communion (1st Sunday)
Messy Church (1st Sunday of the Month)
Newlife Celebration Tamil Church
Ignite Coffee & Cakes (in term-time)
Ignite Worship(in term-time)
Read Dance & Theatre College
Park Mother & Toddlers Group
Beaver Scouts
Cub Scouts
Housegroup
Read Dance & Theatre College
Happy Feet Footcare (every 6 weeks)
Fitness Pilates
Cranberry College (Sept-Mar term time)
Friendship Club
Reading U3A Yoga (every 2 weeks)
Earley Folk Dancing
Badminton Club (Sept – March)
Housegroup
Aldbrickham Clog & Dance Group
Read Dance & Theatre College
Morning Prayers
Embroiderers’ Guild (monthly)
Park 60+ Exercise (12 noon seated session)
Reading Lunchtime Choir
Reading Macular Society (bi-monthly)
Beavers
Scouts
Mostly G&S Singers
Read Dance & Theatre College
Tuneful Tales
Reading MenCap
U3A Madrigal Society (every 2 weeks)
Active Living Tai Chi
Reading Abbey Trefoil Group (4th Thurs of month)
Brownies
Rainbows
Guides
Housegroup
Read Dance & Theatre College
Zumba Fitness Class
Pilots
The Allenova Ballet School
Reading Seventh Day Adventist Community
Reading Community Gospel Choir
Footloose Line Dancing Group
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