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Introduction
You may notice that there’s a slight change of format for this month’s
magazine – Rob is away for a quick half-term mini-break, so there’s no
Minister’s letter.
But what we have got however, is some special events in our 4 page
colour photo-spread in the centre pages:
Something new is our the first ever Messy Church Communion. Following
in a long line of tradition, the latest of probably over a hundred Sunday
School Festivals, Junior Church Festivals, and now SALT Festivals - the
SALT Festival 2016.
On a more serious note you may also notice that our Park Family News
section is also missing. As I am sure that you are aware, this is due to the
illness of Doreen Woods, our regular News compiler. I know that you will
all join me in sending Doreen our very best love and prayers for a
speedy recovery.

Think, Pray, Vote
Introduction
On 23 June each of us will be asked
to answer the question "Should the
United Kingdom remain a member
of the European Union or leave the
European Union?"
Behind the simple challenge of the referendum question there are
many others which are not on the ballot paper. The referendum is
surrounded by controversy, and because opinions differ, so does the
interpretation of facts.
This article does not presume to say which way people should vote.
Rather, it explores the issues surrounding a range of aspects of
membership of the European Union (EU), and offers different opinions
and perspectives.
Christians may not agree on how to vote in the referendum, but we can
each reflect thoughtfully and prayerfully on the issues involved.
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Love your neighbour
As Christians we are called to work, live and pray for a better society.
This includes participating in the political processes that shape the lives
of our communities, our country and our world. It is our identity as
followers of Jesus that will both engage us in the referendum and shape
our response.
How, then, do we allow our faith to inform our answer to one of the
biggest political decisions facing the United Kingdom?
The gospel accounts remind us that Jesus said the greatest
commandment is to “love the Lord your God with all your heart, and
with all your soul, and with all your mind”, while the second is to “love
your neighbour as yourself.” (Matthew 22:36-40).
Jesus reinforces the established Old Testament principle that our
relationship with God affects the way we relate to and live with one
another. These human relationships are an expression of our relationship
with God; the two are intertwined.
But what does this have to do with the European Union, the Schengen
Agreement and the single market? The answer is that each of these
refers to and directly impacts upon how we relate to each other as
individuals, as members of organisations and communities, and as
countries.
Whether it concerns questions of sovereignty, the free movement of
people, or where laws are made and enforced, these are issues that
influence and affect our relationships, and as such, our faith has much
to share.
The UK has a longstanding relationship with the other nations of Europe.
Our churches have well established links with Christian communities and
congregations across the continent; these relationships extend to
nations that are currently part of the European Union and those that are
not.
It is not an issue of whether we need and value these relationships, or
even whether we belong in Europe, but whether that sense of
belonging is best expressed by being part of the European Union.

page 4

The real referendum question
The referendum question might therefore be phrased as: “To what
extent does the European Union enhance or hinder our ability to love
our neighbour and, in doing so, our ability to love God?”
You may like to have that at the back of your mind as you work your
way through the more detailed material in this resource, along with
these other general questions:








Who, in this context, is our neighbour? Are we talking about
neighbours in our local communities, in the UK, in Europe, or in
the wider world?
It is an important aim to have good relations with all countries, in
Europe and elsewhere. Does our membership of the European
Union help us with this, or hinder us?
All political and economic structures are made by humans and
therefore flawed. The referendum offers us a choice between
political and economic structures where the UK is part of the EU
or outside the EU. Which would best enable us to fulfil our
Christian duty towards God and our neighbour?
Can the EU, in its current or a reformed state, achieve the ideals
we might have for it?

On either side of the debate there are individuals with passionately held
views on the question of the UK’s membership to the EU.
Whatever our position as Christians we should work to ensure that our
discussions are respectful, our decisions are taken with good grace and
that it is God’s kingdom that is central rather than our own.
URC Joint Public Issues Team
Download the full resource document at:
http://www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/Think-PrayVote-EU-Referendum-resource1.pdf
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Park Prayer Week 12th – 19th June, 9am-9pm
Park is to host another 12/7 Prayer Week on the above dates. Anyone is
welcome to come and pray at any time between 9am and 9pm during
those days. There will be areas for reflective prayer, for interactive
prayer and for meditation.
You may come on your own or in a group. Maybe house groups,
Wednesday morning prayers and other groups might like to hold their
meetings in the church that week? There will be something for
everyone.
If you, or a group
of you would like
to set up a prayer
station,
then
please let me
know as soon as
possible
In order for the
church
prayer
area to be open
during
these
times, we need
people to man it.
This is not a ‘task’,
more
an
opportunity for you to spend some quality time with God praying on
your own or with others, but also to welcome others to the prayer area.
Please let me know as soon as possible if you, or a group of you feel
able to do an hour or two.
This is an exciting opportunity to welcome folk to our church, to share
our sacred space with everyone, to spend some time out with God in
our hectic lives, and feel unity across the world as we all act as one
voice, calling out to God.
Carrie King
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Property Maintenance News
The work on repairing the plaster in the church has been completed
and we are grateful to Dave Jones for liaising with the plasterer. During
half term the window winding mechanisms in the large hall were
repaired and serviced by Rodnic, hopefully they will continue to give
many years of good service.
The rose gardens are looking very colourful at the moment and we are
grateful to Charles Woods, who continues to care for our garden areas.
We also thank Martin Smith and Brian Wooldridge who will be busy on
the grass cutting rota for the next few months.
During April, Rod King organised a small working party to tidy up the
paintwork in the Large Hall, this has really brightened up this hall. We are
now looking at the small hall and we would be glad to hear from
anyone who is able to join a working party.
Robert Weston

Synod Quiet Day: Advanced Notice
A Quiet Day for the whole Synod on Saturday 17 September 2016 at
Fareham URC. Theme: ‘Light Shines … Hope Blossoms’. Led by Revd
Brenda Russell.
Arrivals from 10am for 10.30am start. Finish at 4pm. Cost: £5 per person.
Please bring your own lunch. Tea/coffee will be provided.
To book your place, please email: bookings@urcwessex.org.uk More
details are available on the synod website: wessexsynodurc.org.uk

How does God work here?
‘Being a Christian in the workplace’ presented by Reading at Work on
Wednesday 15th June at 7.30pm, in Greyfriars Church. Enquiries to
dave@readingatwork.org
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Stories for Change - Bangladesh
Roban Biswas, his wife Shelia Biswas, and their three children live in
Mitradanga village, in Bangladesh. The area is waterlogged so there
are very few ways to make an income.
Duck rearing is one of the best livelihoods. However, because of climate
change, the water has become more saline and the local ducks are
not resilient to this and get diseases and die.
Thanks to Christian Aid partner Christian
Commission for Development in Bangladesh,
CCDB, they have been provided with Campbell
ducks, which are more resistant to saline water.
CCDB trained Roban and others to make the
most of this new type of duck.
These new ducks have changed his and his
family’s lives. Roban says, ‘Now I can send my
children to school. I can buy their school books
and their exercise books, because I can sell eggs.
For example, today my son went to a school exam. So I sold five eggs
and gave him the money so that he could get the bus to school. I felt
really proud.’
As the ducks get older he will sell them for people to eat and buy
ducklings to continue the egg laying. His wife, Shelia, is part of the
Golden Dream Forum, which is also run by CCDB. This women’s forum is
a place where they learn to improve their lives through training, learning
new skills and encouraging each other. Roban says, ‘I am happy my
wife is part of this forum. She can share experiences with others and
learn from it. Because of the things that she has learnt we have been
able to save money. She has also received training so she can help me
with the ducks.’
Tumpa Biswas, 14, is the eldest daughter of Roban and Shelia. She likes
going to school and would like to be a school teacher. In her free time
she plays Karem, a game a bit like snooker but without the cues.
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3-2-1…Lift Off!
The Brownies had a BLAST!
The girls all arrived safely at the International Space Station and were
soon transformed into Space Cadets. The excitement began when the
girls explored their ‘sleeping pods’! (Let’s just say that some needed
some extra training in bed making!)
Once the Cadets were all settled they embarked on their first missions –
Spaceship boxes and Alien Mugs. This was soon followed by a ‘Space
Walk’ through the woods.
With their energetic singing
and chanting I’m sure they
could be heard for miles!
(Sleep was clearly not on their
mind!) We arrived back at
base and had a snack and
Teddy Talk before attempting
to settle down. I’m not sure
that
much
sleeping
happened in the pods that
night!
The girls were up ready and
raring to go the next morning,
ready to embark on the day’s
missions: Space Selection,
Moon Crater Exploration and
Galaxy Hunt.
The sun was shining which
was perfect for our morning
of activities outside. The
Cadets had a go at making Nebula Jars, Alien Headbands, Moon
Buggies and Rockets.
After lunch the girls got kitted out in their old clothes ready to explore
the underground tunnels as well as exploring ‘Space’ again in search of
meteors!
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The evening brought both surprise and excitement. The girls were busy
getting themselves ready for our Space party whilst the leaders were
frantically transforming the Space Station.
With glow sticks and balloons covering the tables, and the lights out, we
were ready for our ‘Glow Stick Dinner’ full of food, games, dancing and
glow sticks!! After a full day of missions the Cadets were certainly ready
for bed.
The final day of our trip into Space came all too soon and we certainly
didn’t waste any time. The girls enjoyed spending their money at
‘Astars’
and
reaching for the
stars
at
Crate
Stacking. We had
our final meal at
the Space Station
before
finishing
with our Academy
Awards.
The
Brownies
certainly
passed
their Space Cadet
training with flying
colours
and
agreed that this
had been an ‘out of this world’ adventure!
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Solaya's Baptism
Congratulations and a warm welcome to Solaya, the newest member
of our fellowship here at Park.

photos by
Suzy Weston

page 11

A Messy Church Communion

…we made the bread
we decorated cups for the wine…

…we made a Communion cloth
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…we even made the Communion table!

and then we all shared the bread and wine…
(actually it was blackcurrant squash!)

photos by Paul Street
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SALT Festival 2016
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Park Church Weekend Camp: 10th -12th June
Set aside some time in the busy
summer rush to relax for a few days
with us at White Mark Farm, near
Watlington, Oxfordshire.
Time to refresh, renew, reconnect!
Time
for
fun,
games,
walks,
campfires, activities, celebration.
Activities and Celebration are all
optional, but we hope you will feel able to join in with most of the
programme.
Friday night is traditionally fish and chip night. Put your order in and we
will collect from the village.
Saturday night is barbecue night. Bring a disposable barbecue and
some meat and salad to share. We cook and eat all together.
Sunday lunch is bring and share picnic. It's a good time to use use up
the left-overs!
All other meals (breakfasts and Saturday lunch) are generally eaten in
individual units.
You can camp in a tent, trailer tent or caravan. If you need to borrow
any camping equipment (tent, stove, etc), we can provide these for
you. There is no electricity on the rally field at White Mark Farm, but
showers, toilets and washing up facilities are available for use just a short
walk across the field.
If you would like to come on the camp, please let Suzy Weston know.
You can contact Suzy by emailing svweston7@gmail.com or
phoning/texting on 0758 211 3563
Suzy Weston

page 15

Refugee Week Event
To celebrate this year’s refugee week and building on our @home in a
strange land event, we are hosting an event on Sunday 26th June from
1.00pm-4.30pm.
The event is being co-ordinated by the Reading City of Sanctuary
group. More details can be found on the City of Sanctuary website, but
here are the core principles:
1. City of Sanctuary is a mainstream, grassroots movement.
Local groups work to build coalitions of organisations from all sectors
(faith groups, voluntary, business, education, etc) which make a public
commitment to welcome and include refugees and people seeking
sanctuary in their usual activities.
Local working groups should be representative of different sectors, not
just refugee organisations, and the endorsement of local government
should be sought on the basis of demonstrated community support,
rather than being a ‘top-down’ council initiative.
2. City of Sanctuary works by creating opportunities for relationship
between local people and those seeking sanctuary.
Where local organisations and communities include people seeking
sanctuary in their activities, personal relationships will be formed which
will lead to greater understanding and support from the host
community.
City of Sanctuary seeks to influence the political debate on sanctuary
through cultural change, through a commitment to awareness raising
right across society, and through the many partnerships we enjoy
throughout and beyond the refugee sector.
3. City of Sanctuary offers a positive vision of a culture of hospitality for
those in need of safety.
We encourage communities to take pride in offering a place of safety
for people whose lives are threatened, and celebrating their
contribution to our towns and cities.
The focus is on those people who are forcedphotos
to seekbysanctuary
rather
Paul Street
than voluntary migration or diversity in general. At the same time we
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intend that the process of working for a culture of hospitality will also
benefit other migrant groups, as well as host communities.
Rob Weston

Letters
A request for help to our church friends:
We are searching for: (in an ideal world)




a detached bungalow or house with spacious ground floor
accommodation
within easy walking distance of Reading town centre
on a frequent bus route

We like Reading very much and want to be closer to its facilities etc.
If you know of anyone thinking of moving now or in the near future can
you please let us know and give them our contact details.
Please phone us on: 01753 886109 or 077877 88891 or email
babsdiy@icloud.com
Barbara & Nigel McAlister
For Sale:
Adult Violin with Bow and Case in pristine condition
Antonio Symphonique violin purchased new from James Powell Violins,
Somerset. Only played twice.
Original cost was £360.50 - Now £149
Interested? Please contact Nigel McAlister : 01753 886109 or 077877
88891 Email : babsdiy@icloud.com
Nigel McAlister
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Fundraising this Year
Thank you to all who organised and all who supported our Plant Sale
and Coffee morning in Spencer’s Wood. Chris and Yvette were
wonderful hosts and the sun shone giving us a lovely morning of
chatting and choosing seedlings. I hope those seedlings are now
brightening up gardens across our town!
As you may be aware, whilst our huge development project has been
completed we still have a small loan of £10,000 per year, to repay to
the Wessex Synod. At our church meeting the following activities were
confirmed and we hope that you’ll be able to support some of these
events, which will help raise funds and give us opportunity to share
fellowship together.




9th July
24th Sept
27th Nov

BBQ and games in Palmer Park
Harvest show, supper and barn dance
Christmas Fair

Details of each event will be given out in the notices and displayed on
posters in the church halls.
Fundraising team

Training for Learning and Serving
A TLS LITE group will be starting in the Reading area.
TLS LITE is for anyone who is interested; either as a way to prepare for
being an Assembly Accredited Lay Preacher, a Synod Accredited Lay
Preacher or purely to deepen their own discipleship. Exact venue and
timings to be negotiated after people have signed up.
Information
has
been
posted
on
the
synod
website:
http://wessexsynodurc.org.uk/training-for-learning-and-serving-tls-lite
Please email Ruth Heine, development@urcwessex.org.uk to register
your interest.
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General Assembly of the United Reformed Church
Have you something to share with the General Assembly being held
from July 8 -11th at Southport?
Mr Alan Yates and the Revd Kevin Watson, the moderators-elect of the
General Assembly of the United Reformed Church, have announced
that the theme for 2016 Assembly, and their two years in office, will be
'People of the Way'.
The moderators-elect are calling for the two years that starts with
General Assembly in July 2016 to be a time of renewed focus on the
fundamentals of the Christian life; the People of the Way theme is
intended to provide an opportunity for United Reformed churches
across the three nations to return to the basics of their identity and life in
Christ.
The moderators-elect are asking every congregation in the URC to
participate in an Assembly display reflecting the breadth of church life
across the denomination by sending photos of the glorious variety and
vitality of local church life – the best of them will be used in a speciallyarranged display at Assembly.
To take part please send high-resolution
peopleoftheway01@gmail.com by 16th May 2016.

photographs

to

You must confirm that you are the copyright owner of the image and
that you grant permission for the United Reformed Church to use it in
print and on-line media. Please also confirm that you have consent for
any children and vulnerable adults who are pictured.
The moderators-elect cannot guarantee to use everything that is
received but as many as possible will be used and all submissions will be
received with interest and gratitude.
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Fresh Expressions Vision Event
Ringwood - Saturday 22nd October 16 - 10.15 for 10.30 – 16.00
Fresh Expressions vision events are dynamic ways to explore new ways
of being church and how to form them. Over 6,000 people in over 80
places in the UK and worldwide have discovered more about fresh
expressions of church and have come away with a real desire to work
with God and develop their dreams. In a fun and interactive way, vision
events give you the chance to:







share your story;
think about what it is to be church;
ask questions;
find out about fresh expressions;
discover resources;
build networks and relationships.

Vision events are ideal for complete beginners, those with real questions
about fresh expressions and mission-shaped church, people who have
started something new and need some practical help, and Christians
from all churches and traditions.
Pete Atkins, convenor of the Fresh Expressions training hub, says, ‘Each
vision event is carefully planned in partnership with local churches to
ensure that it is relevant in that particular area and context.’
Venue: Trinity United Church, Trinity Centre, Christchurch Road,
Ringwood BH24 1DH
Cost: Free, but please book places so that we can organise seating and
drinks. Please bring your own lunch.
Booking details: For more information or to book please contact Ruth
Heine development@urcwessex.org.uk Tel 023 8067 4513
Ruth Heine
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New Christian Film Coming to Reading
A new Christian film "Miracles
from Heaven" (12A) is coming
to
Reading
Showcase
cinema from Friday 10th
June.
The film has been advertised
in the current edition of
"Christianity"
and
IDEA
magazines.
Speaking on
Premier
Christian
radio's
breakfast show John Pantry
said it was "a very powerful
film...I couldn't stop talking
about it afterwards - so
inspiring!"
Full details can be found at miracles.damarismedia.com

New URC logo
For the past six months, the URC's
design team has been working to
make the denomination's visual
identity more positive, striking and
adaptable.
Lead designer Chris Andrews said:
'There was a real need to take the
logo, pare it back, make it simpler
and more functional.
'We now have something much more contemporary. We're using a
brighter, sharper colour than before, and the rough, loose edges of the
cross give a new feeling of energy. We wanted to reflect a church that
is vibrant and dynamic.’:
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Church Contacts
Minister:
Rev Robert Weston

office:

0118 926 5003
0118 966 8647
e-mail: minister@parkurc.org.uk
home:

Church Secretary:
Roger Clark

phone:
e-mail:

0118 935 2324
churchsecretary@parkurc.org.uk

phone:

0118 969 6547

Treasurer:
Alistair Knox

Assistant Church Secretary:
Simon & Jenny King

phone:

0118 977 2245

phone:

0845 463 6426
centremanager@parkurc.org.uk

Centre Manager:
Julie Cameron

e-mail:

F & GP Committee Chairman:
Alistair Knox

phone:

0118 969 6547

phone:

0118 3766 428

phone:

0118 934 3089
editor@parkurc.org.uk

Gift Aid Secretary:
Tony Durrant
Magazine Editor:
Rod King

e-mail:

Church Website:

www.parkurc.org.uk

Our church website is updated regularly and has details of the many
activities of the Church. You will also find some of the charities that we
support, with links to even more helpful websites.
Facebook: www.facebook.com/ParkURC?ref=aymt_homepage_panel
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Regular Activities at Park
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

10.30 am
3.00 pm
3.45 pm
6.30 pm
7:00 pm
Various
9.30 am
5.15 pm
6.45 pm
7.30 pm
Various
10:00 am
10.30 am
1.00 pm
2.15 pm
2:00 pm
7:30 pm
7.30 pm
7.30 pm
8.15 pm
Various
9.00 am
9:30 am
10.00 am
12.00 pm
2.00 pm
5.00 pm
7.00 pm
Various
9;45 am
10.30 am
2.00 pm
2.00 pm
2:00 pm
5:30 pm
5.30 pm
7.15 pm
7.30 pm
Various
9.45 am
6.30pm
9.00 am
9.30am

Worship
Young people’s groups & Crèche facilities
Holy Communion (1st Sunday)
Messy Church (1st Sunday of the Month)
Newlife Celebration Tamil Church
Ignite Coffee & Cakes (in term-time)
Ignite Worship(in term-time)
Read Dance & Theatre College
Park Mother & Toddlers Group
Beaver Scouts
Cub Scouts
Housegroup
Read Dance & Theatre College
Happy Feet Footcare (every 6 weeks)
Fitness Pilates
Cranberry College (Sept-Mar term time)
Friendship Club
Reading U3A Yoga (every 2 weeks)
Earley Folk Dancing
Badminton Club (Sept – March)
Housegroup
Aldbrickham Clog & Dance Group
Read Dance & Theatre College
Morning Prayers
Embroiderers’ Guild (monthly)
Park 60+ Exercise (12 noon seated session)
Reading Lunchtime Choir
Reading Macular Society (bi-monthly)
Beavers
Scouts
Read Dance & Theatre College
Tuneful Tales
Reading MenCap
U3A Madrigal Society (every 2 weeks)
Active Living Tai Chi
Reading Abbey Trefoil Group (4th Thurs of month)
Brownies
Rainbows
Guides
Housegroup
Read Dance & Theatre College
Zumba Fitness Class
Pilots
The Allenova Ballet School
Reading Seventh Day Adventist Community
Group
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10.00
4.00pm

Parenthesis Choir
Reading Community Gospel Choir
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