…a warm welcome to all our
new neighbours at Parklands
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Minister’s Letter
7 High Tree Drive, Earley, Reading RG6 1EU
Dear Friends,
‘A thousand years to you are like a single day; they
are like yesterday, already gone, like a short hour in
the night’ (Psalm 90)
The psalm writer points out that our understanding of
time is limited to our own perspective, God has a different perspective.
Perhaps it is not surprising that the longer you live, the faster the years
seem to go by, how often have you heard people saying ‘I don’t know
where the years have gone.’ As I look at our children and realise that
they are all adults now, I find that phrase on my lips too!
As the years go by, we change and grow, sometimes learning from our
mistakes and sometimes finding that we make the same old mistakes!
There is value in taking time to pause and reflect, a recent radio
programme reminded me of the need to stop being busy in order to
reflect and to rest. Maybe it is a reminder for all of us, maybe it is just me
that prefers to be busy ‘doing’ rather than ‘resting’ and simply ‘being’?
As I look back on all that we’ve been working on at Park URC I find it
amazing that the redevelopment project was completed two years with the massively improved kitchen and David’s Hall.
It has continued to make a real difference to our church life, ensuring
that we could enjoy social events and meals together, like our
wonderful Harvest Show and Supper which we enjoyed at the end of
September. The improvements to our premises also meant that we
could offer a different style of worship, called Messy Church, which
continues to attract families to join.
Over the past few months we’ve established a youth work fund, using
legacy gifts from church members and we’ll be looking to develop this
aspect of our ministry over the next year and beyond.
Please pray for God’s guidance and wisdom as we build on the good
work already going on in our fellowship.
‘God is able to make all grace abound toward you, that you, always
having sufficiency in all things, may have abundance for every good
work. (2Corinthians 9:8)’
page 3

We have a number of anniversaries to celebrate this month. Our
Toddler Group has now been running for four years and we give thanks
to God for all those involved in the leadership of the group, especially
Judith Enang. The Toddler Group has become really well known and
very popular!
Both of our Beaver Colonies continue to thrive, with Beavers nationally
celebrating their 35th anniversary in 2017. Our Explorer Scout group is
very popular and meets on Thursday evenings.
Meanwhile, our Guide Company has a new assistant leader called
Rebecca, who is studying at the University of Reading. We are
delighted to have all these groups within our fellowship and pray for all
the leaders in all sections.
We love to welcome new people to our fellowship, as it is always a joy
to see new people joining us for worship and becoming more involved
in our church. We particularly welcome Rebecca and her family who
recently moved to Sonning. We also welcome students coming to the
University of Reading and pray that they will feel welcome and at
home.
Finally, may I encourage you to take time to rest, in amongst your busy
times - take time to simply rest in the presence of God, during our
worship together or in your own times of quiet. In these times, I pray that
you may you be open to the Holy Spirit’s guidance and prompting.
I invite you to join me in giving thanks to God for all the blessings we
have received as a fellowship and in praying for wisdom as we seek to
seek to serve God in this part of Reading.
Yours in Christ,
Rob
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Family News
Our former minister, Michael Jackson celebrated his 50th anniversary of
his ordination on 3rd September 2106. He was ordained at Over
Congregational Church on 3rd September 1966 and served there until
June 1978 when he came to Park Church where he served until he
retired in 2001.
We rejoice with Peggy and Albert Molineaux on the news of the arrival
of their first great grandchild, Sebastian.
We give thanks to our intrepid cyclists, Tony, Zie and Tim who cycled
round Berkshire churches in September to raise funds for the Churches
Trust and Park URC.
Our minister, Robert Weston, celebrated the 13th anniversary of his
ordination here at Park in September which was also the 2nd
anniversary of Joshua Norris’ ordination at Halstead URC in Essex.
On 3rd September the induction of Dave Downing took place at
Marlow URC, Dave will be serving both Marlow and Maidenhead URC.
We remember our young people who are starting or returning to
university including: Lorna McCarron at St. Andrew’s, Toby Weston at
Bangor, Michael Bhebhe in Manchester, Samantha Oguna at Keele,
Tristan and Troy Radeka beginning courses at Essex University and
Keele, Abby King studying at the University of Heidelberg for a year,
and Lorraine Bhebhe who starts a Master’s degree in Manchester.
Abby King completed a sponsored swim of one mile in open water
around the Serpentine on 24th September raising funds for MIND, the
mental health charity.
We remember all those who are recovering from or receiving
treatment, including Dulcie Sims who had a fall and is now in the
Windsor Ward of Wokingham Hospital, and Eileen Day who is now
home from hospital following a fall. We also remember and pray for Pat
Fuller, who is continuing treatment and Bob Butler.
Bob Dewing

Church Meeting
At our September church meeting we spent some time reviewing the
Safeguarding Policy, which has been substantially updated in line with
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the latest recommendations from the United Reformed Church ‘Good
Practice 4’.
The policy was agreed unanimously and will be circulated to all who
work with children and young people within our church. We are
grateful to Bob Dewing and Charlotte Blackburn for all their support
with ensuring the safety of young and old within our fellowship.
Our September meeting also agreed the contribution of £44,220
towards the United Reformed Church Mission and Ministry fund, this is
our contribution which goes towards the stipends for ministers, the
training of ministers, the central services provided for all the church.
The treasurer confirmed that the generous giving of church members
means that this figure is covered by the offerings made each week,
with the majority of our giving is received through standing orders.

Fresh Expressions event
Fresh Expressions Vision Day at Trinity Church Ringwood on Saturday
22nd October 2016 10.15 for 10.30-16.00 Speakers : Linda Rayner, Sheila
Thatcher
Contact
Ruth
Heine
development@urcwessex.org.uk
023 8067 4513 More details are available on the synod website:
wessexsynodurc.org.uk

Christianity in Tolkien and Lewis
Café Theologique: “Faith and Fantasy: Christianity in the works of
Tolkien and Lewis” - Alex Gushurst-More on Monday 24th Oct. 7.30pm,
at Zero Degrees Bar, Bridge Street, Reading.
Alex's Masters dissertation at the University of Edinburgh explored the
link between Tolkien's Catholicism and the Lord of the Rings.
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A Letter from America
Hello, Friends!
I write to you from Tryon, North Carolina, where I am serving as Interim
Pastor of The Congregational Church, United Church of Christ, here in a
small town in the foothills of the Blue Ridge Mountains near the South
Carolina border.
I
began
my
temporary,
transitional ministry here on 1
July, and although Linda,
Samuel and Gabriel are still
back in Colorado with work
and school commitments for
another couple of years (and
Elijah started university at Lewis
and Clark College in Portland,
Oregon, in late August), I'm enjoying the people, the scenery, and the
work of helping this church navigate its way between the retirement of
their senior minister of 13 years and their next called minister very much!
I so appreciate your continuing to mail me The Magazine in order to
keep up with the Park congregation. Please know I hold you in my
thoughts and prayers daily. I was saddened to learn of the death of
Doreen Woods in the most recent issue. She clearly was very dear to
you all, and in the short month we spent with you last July, she became
dear to me, as well.
Please continue to send The Magazine, and we ask for your continued
prayers as my family and I spend approximately one year 1500 miles
(2414 km) apart. I have been actively searching for a new, settled
pastorate in the UCC since I left the Longmont church after Easter
Sunday 2016.
I have several good prospects in places as far-flung as Hawai'i, New
Hampshire, and Vermont, and a telephone interview with a search
committee this Tuesday evening.
We hold you all close in our hearts! Many blessings to you all,
Rev. Rick King
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Training for Learning and Serving
A TLS LITE group will be starting in the Reading area of the synod. TLS
LITE is for anyone who is interested; either as a way to prepare for being
an Assembly Accredited Lay Preacher, a Synod Accredited Lay
Preacher or purely to deepen their own discipleship.
Exact venue and timings to be negotiated after people have signed
up. Information has been posted on the synod website:
http://wessexsynodurc.org.uk/training-for-learning-and-serving-tls-lite
Please
email
Ruth
Heine
to
register
your
interest
at
development@urcwessex.org.uk.

REinspired Conference
“Inspiring Christian Faith in Schools” - REinspired Day Conference,
9.30am – 3.30pm on Saturday 15 October at Waingels College,
Woodley, RG5 4RF, with Kate Coleman, author, strategic advisor,
mentor and visionary, as our Keynote Speaker. Also eleven workshops
to choose from :: Exhibitors :: Lunch included :: For more information
and booking go to our website (www.reinspired.org.uk/DayConference-2016.
Contact Carol at marketing@reinspired.org.uk for more information

Youth Leaders’ Conference
Youth Leaders’ Conference “Reach, Disciple and Release” on Sat 15th
October 9am -1pm at Tyndale Baptist Church. The team from Fusion
Y&C UK is running another conference for Youth Leaders/Pastors on the
request of those who attended our last one in March. Workshops,
Plenaries, Eats, Sharing and Networking.
Registration is on line at http://fusionyac.org/events/youth-leadersconference. Online booking £5 (£3 concessions) or on the day £10 (£7
conc.)

The year ahead...
Each year the Joint Public Issues Team works on a range of issues which
are of concern to the Baptists, Methodists, United Reformed Church
and Church of Scotland.
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This year we will particularly focusing on: campaigning for fair treatment
of refugees and asylum seekers; enabling conversations about what a
post-Brexit Britain could look like; and new research on poverty and
welfare.
The team will also continue work in the areas of peace, climate
change, Syria and political engagement amongst others, and will look
to resource prayer, reflection and conversation about public issues as
well as work more effectively with young people and people working
ecumenically on social justice around the country.

Party Conferences
Each year a delegation of church leaders attend the party political
conferences.
This year leaders from the Baptist Union, Methodist Church, URC,
Salvation Army and Quakers will be meeting MPs at the Labour and
Conservative Party conferences. We plan to meet Lib Dem and SNPs
at separate events later in the year, and we are looking to meet with
the new leaders of the Green Party.
At the Labour and Conservative conferences we will be meeting with
the Christian groupings within each party. If you live locally why not
come and join us for breakfast (you don’t have to be a party member):
Labour - Tuesday 27 September 8-9am, Floor 7, Room 1, Gostins
Building, 32 Hanover St, Liverpool L1 4LN - Innovative Solutions to
Homelessness
Conservative - Tuesday 4 October 7.45, Pitcher and Piano, Brindley
Place, Birmingham - Let’s end homelessness in the UK

Christians Together in Earley and East Reading
Many of you will know, but some will be unaware, that Park URC is part
of CTEER which incorporates many different churches in Earley and East
Reading.
It was from these small beginnings and volunteers from the various
churches that REInspired has grown to where it is today.
With the opening of Cirdic (Churches in Reading Drop in Centre)
people are able to attend at Berkeley Rd and get breakfast, a hot
meal and drinks as well as a change of clothes and medical treatment
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if needed, again assisted by volunteers from different church
backgrounds. This again is supported by CTEER and why so many
churches have a box for people to donate food throughout the year,
not just at Harvest time, although this is always welcomed.
CTEER work together to provide support in the community and many
different volunteers from CTEER churches work in the CCA shops as well
as supporting street pastors.
We are now working together this Autumn at our monthly meetings to
find another ‘project’ that God might lead us to through prayer where
together we can make a bigger difference than doing something
individually.
Please pray for the steering group as we seek to further God’s will in this
area. Wycliffe Baptist are holding prayer meetings for the East Reading
community on Thursday evenings commencing 22nd September at
7,30pm and then every fortnight following. This is not just for church
leaders and ministers but for all to come.
We also support our friends in all their diversity – all of these events have
been/are open to all to attend.
Reading@Work – for those at work and trying to follow their Christian
faith 6.45-8.00pm at Abbey Baptist on 3rd October
Cafe Theologique at the Zero Bar 7.30pm – entitled ‘Faith and Fantasy’
World Day of Peace was on the 21st September and a prayer vigil was
held at St Nicolas church at 7.30pm
The Salvation Army presents Ascot Brass with the Reading Male Voice
choir on 15th October at 7.30 at Reading central. Tickets £10 in aid of
‘Bed for the Night’ project where the homeless during January are
given facilities to sleep at different churches in the coldest weather with
meals provided to save them being on the streets. For tickets book
through website readingcentral.org.uk/concert
Neighbourhood initiative teams are able to work with the
Neighbourhood policing teams and action groups to help tackle
community/safety problems or issues in the areas. There does not seem
to be one in place for East Reading.
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I was happy with Linda Adkins to attend Our Lady of Peace’s 40th
anniversary of being in place with many previous priests being present
on 17th September
‘We are all one with Christ’. If anyone wants more details about the
above please contact Gaye

Advance Notice for 2017 Publications
This Autumn I will be taking orders for Reform (the magazine of the URC)
for 2017 as well as for ‘Fresh from the Word’ and the URC Prayer Book. I
will put sheets up in due course for you to sign up if you wish me to
order you any copies.
Details of ‘Reform’ will be given to those already taking this monthly
magazine but I will put a sheet up if any newcomers wish to take.
New elders can have a free of charge copy of Reform for 3 months
and as Rob has said before digital versions can be obtained.
If anyone wants me to order any other Bible notes I can do so. You will
remember Doreen did this job so I am just ensuring it is still covered!
Gaye

Holiday Forum 2016
This year the title was ‘At Home in a Strange Place’ and every morning
The Rev’d Dr Michael Jagessar (ex Moderator but now secretary for
Global and Intercultural ministries) took us through the varying
scenarios, sometimes humorous, sometimes sad but always thought
provoking. As with all experienced speakers he included some ‘youtube’ clips as well as information from the URC website, and the film we
saw at Park by Richard Becher and others.
He was very anxious to promote the URC website which can help with
worship materials, music and even sermons! Please take a look.
We traced the history of some very Scottish people whose relatives had
come from afar. People who looked very English had in fact lived
abroad for years and years.
We realised that we have always had a transient population and then
discussed how best we can make people feel welcome and help them
understand our culture as well as us learning from theirs.
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Park’s friends John and Rachel, from Thatcham URC, led the worship
which dove-tailed completely with Michael’s talks and was
enthusiastically enjoyed by all. For the children, John had the unique
idea of bringing Lego with him and every morning the children had to
build a structure that John gave then in miniature. The first was a cross,
then a tent, then a prison and memorial and finally an idea of heaven
built out of Lego. What with instruments for the children and grown-ups,
worship was not always quiet but was really engaging.
Of course we remembered Doreen and Les. There with a special
message from Jacqui, one of Les’s daughters.
We held Messy church there for the first time, which drew quite a lot of
youngsters on the Sunday afternoon, and Tai Chi another day. An
outing to ’Sunbury Hall Museum of Childhood’ was appreciated as was
a trip to the ice rink and swimming for the children and young people. It
was good to have so many of them with us this year.
We also had lots of fun with a team game all could enjoy called
‘Horsing Around’ and a talent show as well as our pub quiz.
This was a busy week, but with so many activities and workshops on
offer there was much to choose from during the week. With activities
for the children running for much of the day it also gives a welcome
break for parents to lean back and relax.
Next year’s dates are 19th August to 25th August so start saving now!
There is a generous bursary fund offered to those with 1,2 or 3 children
(up to age 16).
If you want to know more please see me. It was my first year on the
committee and whilst not knowing everything feel I am now wiser than I
was! The music was also great and I have come back with some new
songs that might be suitable for us and our young people.
Gaye Rees

Commitment for Life
On Saturday, 15 October St Paul’s URC Bracknell will be holding an
evening focusing on Commitment for Life. We have invited Linda
Mead, the national programme co-ordinator, to give us an illustrated
talk on the work that is being done with our Christian Aid partners.
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We will be having supper during the evening – fish and chips from a
nearby shop or a vegetarian option. If people are coming it would be
very helpful if they could let us know their choice of meal so we can
pre-order, although it is not vital. A response by the 10 October would
help the organisation of the evening.
We do hope some of your members will be able to come as it is an
opportunity to be brought up-to-date with the Commitment for Life
programme.
Julie McLaren
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What does the Fairtrade Mark mean?
When you buy products with the FAIRTRADE Mark,
you support farmers and workers as they work to
improve their lives and their communities.
The Mark means that the Fairtrade ingredients in the product have
been produced by small-scale farmer organisations or plantations that
meet Fairtrade social, economic and environmental standards. The
standards include protection of workers’ rights and the environment,
payment of the Fairtrade Minimum Price and an additional Fairtrade
Premium to invest in business or community projects.
Fairtrade works to benefit small-scale farmers and workers, who are
amongst the most marginalised groups globally, through trade rather
than aid to enable them to maintain their livelihoods and reach their
potential.
For certain products, such as coffee, cocoa, cotton and rice, Fairtrade
only certifies small-scale farmer organisations. Working through
democratic organisations of small-scale farmers, Fairtrade offers rural
families the stability of income which enables them to plan for the
future.
Farmer and worker organisations own 50% of the global Fairtrade
system
For some products such as bananas, tea and flowers, Fairtrade also
certifies plantations - companies that employ large numbers of workers
on estates.
Our Standards for such large-scale production units differ and protect
workers’ basic rights; from keeping them safe and healthy, allowing
them freedom of association and collective bargaining, to preventing
discrimination and ensuring no bonded or illegal child labour.
These standards also require employers to pay wages that progress
towards living wage benchmarks, ensuring decent working conditions
and strong worker rights is central to Fairtrade’s work.

Counselling Course
Certificate in Counselling Skills Course Level 2 (CSK-L2). Starting Saturday
29th October, 9am – 6pm on Saturdays.
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The Certificate in Counselling Skills is a 92hr course, suitable for those
who want to support and help others in either a paid or voluntary role.
This is the first step towards training as a Counsellor.
Venue: Communicare, 233 Kings Road, Reading, RG1 4LS. Cost: £889
(includes CPCAB registration fee of £149).
For further information and application form contact: Philippi Trust.
Email: reading@philippitrust.com
Website:
www.philippitrustreading.org.uk

Salvation Army Concert
Concert Fund-Raiser for “Bed for the Night” with Ascot Brass and
Reading Male Voice Choir on Saturday 15th October 7.30pm, at
Salvation Army Central, Anstey Road, Reading.
Admission
by
ticket
£10
(under
16’s
free)
from
readingcentral.org.uk/concert. For more information, contact either
Keith
Bates
(kbandab@btinternet.com)
or
Allister
Parker
(allisterparker@yahoo.co.uk) both of Reading Central Salvation Army.

Service of Remembrance
“Baby Loss” – Service of Remembrance at 3.00pm on Sunday 16th
October at Reading Minster, St Mary’s, Butts, RG1 2LN. The service is
open to anyone that has been affected by the loss of a baby at any
time in their life.
There will be an opportunity to add a special memory or prayer to a
Memorial Tree during the service. For more information, contact
Reading Lifeline on 0118-959-6669 or email lifeline@themustardtree.org
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Letters of welcome
In September the Green Party elected two new co-leaders following
the previous leader, Nathalie Bennett’s decision to step down at the
end of August 2016. Caroline Lucas MP for Brighton Pavilion, who
previously served as leader, together with Jonathan Bartley, former codirector of Ekklesia, will be taking on the mantle.
Over the summer we are sure you will be aware that a new Secretary of
State was appointed at the Department for Work and Pensions - Rt Hon
Damian Green, MP - as a part of Theresa May’s cabinet re-shuffle and
following the resignation of Stephen Crabb the previous Secretary of
State.
We will be sending letters of welcome to them.

An Open Letter to Theresa May
The Vice President of the Methodist Church, Rachel Lampard, has
chaired the launch of a letter from over 200 faith leaders to the Prime
Minister calling for more help to be given to refugees fleeing Syria, Iraq
and other areas of conflict.
In her speech as chair of the launch, Rachel Lampard said: "At the
centre of our call today is support for families. Whatever shape they
are, families are a necessary part what it is to be human. As faith
leaders, we are deeply concerned that current Government policy
undermines the chance that many refugees have to a family life.”
Also present was the former Archbishop of Canterbury, Lord Dr Rowan
Williams who gave a keynote address.
The statement was signed by many regional church leaders across our
denominations and reported in the mainstream press. Please consider
bringing this to the attention of your MP.
Joint Public Issues Team
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Elders’ Prayer
reach down and fill the empty bowls of those who live in hunger,
reach down and pour soft rain on those whose wells are dry this day,
reach down and spread your loving warmth on those who sleep in doorways,
reach down and urge the rich to share their wealth a fairer way.
reach down and cleanse the poisoned air, of choking, dark pollution,
reach down and purge the lifeless seas, with gentle, soothing rain,
reach down and paint with brightest shades, our grey, exploited landscapes,
reach down and plant the world afresh, to make it green again.
reach down and blow away the clouds from minds in dark depression,
reach down and soothe minds scarred by hate from conflicts of the past,
reach down and break apart the chains of lives snared by addiction,
reach down and rebuild victims lives and make them free at last.
reach down and walk alongside those who flee from war’s destruction,
reach down and pour compassion down to soothe the victims’ fears,
reach down and gently hold hands with the wounded and the dying,
reach down and calmly brush away bereavement’s stinging tears.
reach down and cleanse the snarling minds of the racist and the bigot,
reach down and shout out ‘why?’ at all those causing pain,
reach down and smile ‘why not?’ to idealists and dreamers,
reach down and help the hurting child to learn to smile again.

Rod

page 17

Church Contacts
Minister:
Rev Robert Weston

office:

0118 926 5003

e-mail:

minister@parkurc.org.uk

e-mail:

churchsecretary@parkurc.org.uk

phone:
e-mail:

0845 463 6426
centremanager@parkurc.org.uk

e-mail:

editor@parkurc.org.uk

Church Secretary:
Roger Clark
Centre Manager:
Julie Cameron
Magazine Editor:
Rod King
Church Website:

www.parkurc.org.uk

Our church website is updated regularly and has details of the many
activities of the Church. You will also find some of the charities that we
support, with links to even more helpful websites.
Facebook: www.facebook.com/ParkURC?ref=aymt_homepage_panel
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Regular Activities at Park
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

10.30 am
3.00 pm
3.45 pm
6.30 pm
7:00 pm
Various
9.30 am
5.15 pm
6.45 pm
7.30 pm
Various
10:00 am
10.30 am
1.00 pm
2.15 pm
2:00 pm
7:30 pm
7.30 pm
7.30 pm
8.15 pm
Various
9.00 am
9:30 am
10.00 am
12.00 pm
2.00 pm
5.00 pm
7.00 pm
Various
9;45 am
10.30 am
2.00 pm
2.00 pm
2:00 pm
5:30 pm
5.30 pm
7.15 pm
7.30 pm
Various
9.45 am
6.30pm
9.00 am
9.30am
10.00
4.00pm

Worship
Young people’s groups & Crèche facilities
Holy Communion (1st Sunday)
Messy Church (1st Sunday of the Month)
Newlife Celebration Tamil Church
Ignite Coffee & Cakes (in term-time)
Ignite Worship(in term-time)
Read Dance & Theatre College
Park Mother & Toddlers Group
Beaver Scouts
Cub Scouts
Housegroup
Read Dance & Theatre College
Happy Feet Footcare (every 6 weeks)
Fitness Pilates
Cranberry College (Sept-Mar term time)
Friendship Club
Reading U3A Yoga (every 2 weeks)
Earley Folk Dancing
Badminton Club (Sept – March)
Housegroup
Aldbrickham Clog & Dance Group
Read Dance & Theatre College
Morning Prayers
Embroiderers’ Guild (monthly)
Park 60+ Exercise (12 noon seated session)
Reading Lunchtime Choir
Reading Macular Society (bi-monthly)
Beavers
Scouts
Read Dance & Theatre College
Tuneful Tales
Reading MenCap
U3A Madrigal Society (every 2 weeks)
Active Living Tai Chi
Reading Abbey Trefoil Group (4th Thurs of month)
Brownies
Rainbows
Guides
Housegroup
Read Dance & Theatre College
Zumba Fitness Class
Pilots
The Allenova Ballet School
Reading Seventh Day Adventist Community
Group
Parenthesis Choir
Reading Community Gospel Choir
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