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Minister’s Letter
7 High Tree Drive, Earley, Reading RG6 1EU
Dear Friends,
I hope you have had a good summer, one of the
highlights for me was to be able to attend the
wedding of my cousin Richard in New Jersey. Suzy,
Amy and I also enjoyed exploring a different part of
the United States, having been to Colorado last year
- this year we went to several states including New York, Delaware,
Maryland and Washington DC.
Perhaps the most difficult adjustment was to the temperature, during
the day it was between 90 and 100 degrees Fahrenheit (32 -38 degrees
Celsius) with quite high levels of humidity! The wedding was a lovely
family occasion and time of celebration, it was good to catch up with
some of my relatives and to meet new family members. We are hoping
to meet up again over the Christmas holidays, when Richard and Tina
come to visit.
Bev and Mike Warden have also been to the United States this summer
as their daughter Kathryn was married to Patrick Melvin on 30th July and
they are living in New Haven, Connecticut. We pray for God’s blessing
on Kathryn and Patrick.
Some of you will recall Joshua Norris, who was with us for a year before
his ordination. It is now 2 years since Joshua was ordained and
inducted at Halstead URC in Essex. It was a very special occasion with a
good number of people from Park URC able to share in the celebration.
On the anniversary of his ordination please join me in praying for Joshua
as he continues to serve the people of Halstead and Bocking United
Reformed Churches.
This month we will be welcoming another student minister: Josh Thomas
who is training at Westminster College. Josh is with us for just one week
in September and will be shadowing me to see what ministry involves at
Park URC. We pray for Josh and his wife Hannah, as he enters his third
year of training.
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Those who have been at Park URC for a long time will remember Rev
Michael Jackson who was minister here from 1978 until his retirement in
2001. Mike was ordained at Over Congregational Church in Winsford,
Cheshire, on 3rd September 1966 and he’ll be preaching at the same
church on 4th September 2016, marking the 50th anniversary since his
ordination. We give thanks to God for his long ministry and continue to
remember Mike and Liz and all the family in our prayers.
Ministry in the United Reformed Church is shared between the minister
and the elders of each local church, during September all church
members will be issued with forms so that they can nominate people to
serve as elders. Please read the nominations letter carefully and pray
for God’s guidance as you prayerfully consider who to nominate. All
our elders play a significant role in the ministry and leadership of the
church, and we are all indebted to them for their many different gifts
and talents.
This year’s ‘Back to Church Sunday’ takes the form of a series of
invitations to special services (Harvest, Remembrance, Advent) and as
in previous years, I am encouraging everyone to take one or two invite
cards, which can be handed directly to someone whom you would like
to invite to church or you could post them through the door of a new
neighbour.
As our children and grandchildren return to school, a new term begins
and at church the new term means welcoming new people: new
students at the university, new families at messy church and at toddler
group. May God bless all the new beginnings at the beginning of this
new term!
In our busy church life let us always remember the importance of
prayer; both as individuals and collectively in our prayer group, home
groups and on Sundays!
Yours in Christ,
Rob
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Family News
Marriages have been a theme this summer, one way or another! We
begin by offering our congratulations to Paul and Sally Street who
celebrated 10 years of marriage on 28th July.
We also offer our congratulations to Kathryn Warden who married
Patrick Melvin on 30th July in the United States and are living in New
Haven, Connecticut. Bev, Mike and Philip were all able to travel to the
U.S. to celebrate with the happy couple.
Over the other side of the world, Pippa Lee-Johnson and Own Liamdee
were married in June, in Thailand, they met when Pippa went out to
teach English in a school in Surin.
Meanwhile, in New Jersey, Robert, Suzy and Amy Weston were able to
join Tina Dalton and Richard Stansfield (Rob’s cousin) for their marriage
in Hamilton Township on 6th August, which was followed by a reception
at Belmar overlooking the beach.
We were delighted to hear of the engagement of Laura King and
Joshua Stedman who announced their engagement on 5th August,
apparently Josh proposed in Regent’s Park in London. Laura and Josh
are planning to be married in their church in Cambridge, we wish them
every blessing.
This year’s Holiday Forum was held at The Hayes Conference Centre in
Derbyshire and once again a number of friends were able to attend
from Berkshire including Gaye Rees from Park URC and John & Rachel
Lee from Thatcham URC. Our Scouts and Explorer Scouts were away at
the Essex Jamboree and the Roihu International Jamboree in Finland.
We remember all who have been on expeditions this summer,
especially Mary Thompson (Sue’s daughter) who has been helping with
dentistry in Cambodia.
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A number of our young people have received their GCSE and A-level
results including Stacey Oguna, Huw Thomas, Amy Weston, Troy and
Tristan Radeka.
Troy and Tristan are off to university later this month and Asher Davey is
heading to Hull University.
We wish the very best to all those starting at university and returning to
university including Dan Gillett, Toby Weston, Lorna McCarron, Lorraine
Bhebhe and Samantha Oguna.
Having completed two years at Royal Holloway, Abby King will be
studying German Politics in a one year placement at the University of
Heidelberg in Germany.
We continue to pray for those receiving treatment and recovering from
treatment: Eileen Day is making good progress following a spell in
Wokingham Hospital.
Pat Fuller continues to receive treatment at the Royal Berkshire Hospital,
Peter Short has been for treatment and is slowly recovering, Alastair
Clark had treatment at Thatcham Hospital and is now much better and
Gaye Reece’s cousin was in a London Hospital is now at home.
Congratulations to Vera McPhillips who celebrated her 99th birthday on
Saturday 20th August, Vera sends her greetings and best wishes to all
her friends at Park URC.
We look forward to welcoming Josh and Hannah Thomas for a week in
September, Josh is training to become a URC minister at Westminster
College in Cambridge.
We also look forward to welcoming back Doreen Durrant, Tony’s
mother, who is returning to Reading having been living in Battle, Sussex,
for many years.
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Move It or Lose It!
Park 60 plus Exercise and Dance
Did you know that Dancing makes you smarter, as well as fitter,
healthier and happier?
Dancing is the latest craze – no not for youngsters – but this time for
older people looking to maintain safe, happy and independent living,
or to use the latest jargon – Active Aging!
Scientists the world over are conducting research on the benefits of
exercise, and specifically dancing, on health and wellbeing in people
as they age.
Dancing does make you smarter and it has been proven to significantly
reduce the likelihood of developing dementia when compared to
other forms of exercise and past-times.
And did you know that ‘Park 60s plus’ has been providing Exercise and
Dance classes that are specifically designed to fulfil these criteria these
last 26 years!? So why not come along and give it a go?
You can chose between an active (though gentle) class or a chair
based session where the added security of support is preferable.
We are a happy and friendly group and having fun is a key element of
the sessions.
Classes are held on Wednesdays as follows:


10.00 to 11.30 – Active / gentle session



12.00 to 13.00 – Seated / chair based session

Come along and try a session for free and if you would like more
information contact Gail: 01628 483895 or 07932 188 129
gail.borrows@gmail.com
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Stories for Change - Bangladesh
The bustling crowded streets of Dhaka were rocked by an Islamist
attack on a café and bakery in early July with 20 people, mostly
foreigners, dead.
This has left the country on edge. New security checkpoints have
sprung up near key locations. There have been random police raids in
several residential areas.
Violence in the country has been escalating over the past three years.
More than 40 people - mostly liberal bloggers, activists, academics and
members of religious minorities - have died in targeted killings. The
Islamic State group and Al Qaeda in South Asia have said they carried
out these attacks.
These attacks seem to have changed the country as panic grows.
Visitors are told not to walk on foot but Government officials have
stated that they are confident they are dealing with the issues. Several
hotels and buildings have armed protection. Vehicles are scrutinised,
bags are screened and visitors are body-searched.
Bangladesh is the second-largest exporter of ready-made garments,
and the industry employs four million people, most of them women. The
country last year exported clothes worth about $28bn (£21bn) of
clothes, mostly to Europe and the United States. Factory owners are
hopeful that there is no immediate impact on commerce following
attacks on foreign business persons.
Bangladesh has faced a number of natural disasters and violent military
coups in its history, but the people of this country have always bounced
back from those adversities. They are well-known for their resilience. But
now they are worried and uncertain about the invisible enemy. They
don't know what direction this Muslim-majority country is taking.
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Fresh Expressions event
Fresh Expressions Vision Day at Trinity Church Ringwood on
Saturday 22nd October 2016

10.15 for 10.30-16.00

Speakers : Linda Rayner, Sheila Thatcher
Contact
Ruth
More
details
are
wessexsynodurc.org.uk

Heine
available

development@urcwessex.org.uk
on
the
synod
website:

Synod Quiet Day
A Quiet Day for the whole Synod on Saturday 17 September 2016 at
Fareham URC.
Theme: ‘Light Shines … Hope Blossoms’. Led by Revd Brenda Russell.
Arrivals from 10am for 10.30am start. Finish at 4pm. Cost: £5 per person.
Please bring your own lunch. Tea/coffee will be provided.
To book your place, please email: bookings@urcwessex.org.uk More
details are available on the synod website: wessexsynodurc.org.uk

Digital version of Reform
Some of you will know the URC magazine called Reform but you may
not have realized that you can now subscribe to the digital version
which is suitable for viewing on your tablet, laptop or computer.
You can subscribe to the digital-only edition of Reform for 12 months
(£18) or three months (£6). If you go to the webpage:
http://www.reform-magazine.co.uk/subscribe/ You will find a link that
takes you to the digital service provider, Exact Editions.
Rob Weston
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Picnic in the Park – in pictures
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Two Friends, Two Weddings – 9,351 miles apart!
Pippa Lee-Johnson and Own Liamdee
were married in June, in Thailand.
They met when Pippa went out to
teach English in a school in Surin.
They had a marriage blessing
ceremony at Own’s parents house,
then a party on the beach in Phuket,
where they live, and finally the official
ceremony in the District Office on 27th
June.
John and Rachel were unable to be
there, but look forward to another
celebration in the UK in the future.

Meanwhile,
following
their
wedding that took place at
Wokefield Park on Saturday 18th
June 2016, Kathryn and Patrick
Melvin had a second ceremony
in the US on July 30th with Patrick's
family and friends.
They are beginning their married
life in New Haven, Connecticut.
Bev, Mike and Philip were all able
to travel to the U.S. to celebrate
with the happy couple.
Pippa and Kathryn, who were
such good friends in the Lazers, have got married in the same month,
but 9,351 miles apart!
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Letters
I would like to say a sincere ‘Thank you’ to all friends at Park for their
prayers, love and support, following my diagnosis and operation for
ovarian cancer.
I’ve received some lovely messages as well as flowers at various times.
It’s reassuring to know that I am being thought of whilst I undergo
chemotherapy. God bless you all.
Pat Fuller

Human Rights for Human Dignity and Survival
The theme for Reading International Festival this year is 'Human Rights
for Human Dignity and Survival'
Issues such as the right to live in peace and flee to safety from wars and
climate change, will be raised and debated.
Reading City of Sanctuary with its aim of ensuring that refugees and
asylum seekers feel safe and welcome in Reading, are at the very
centre of the theme.
We'd love as many of you as possible to attend our evening event on
Monday 17th October at RISC Global cafe (7.30pm)
We hope to get all of you together for an enjoyable evening of music,
poetry, eating and drinking. There will be a chance to hear from
refugees themselves and to listen to what Reading City of Sanctuary
has achieved so far.
Looking forward to seeing you then
Kate Reading Refugee Support Group
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Training for Learning and Serving,
Local Introductory Training Experiences
A TLS LITE group will be starting in the Reading area of the synod.
TLS LITE is for anyone who is interested; either as a way to prepare for
being an Assembly Accredited Lay Preacher, a Synod Accredited Lay
Preacher or purely to deepen their own discipleship.
Exact venue and timings to be negotiated after people have signed
up. Information has been posted on the synod website:
http://wessexsynodurc.org.uk/training-for-learning-and-serving-tls-lite
Please email Ruth Heine, development@urcwessex.org.uk to register
your interest.

Home for Good
We have an exciting term at Home for Good Reading and Wokingham
coming up!
Firstly we have an information event at Greyfriars Church on 22nd
October for anyone considering fostering or adoption.
Next we have the Home for Good Summit 2016. This will be a great day
of encouragement and equipping for Christians from around the UK
who are passionate about adoption and fostering.
Having seen the tracks there really is something for everyone, whether
that is supporting families through their journey of fostering and
adoption, someone who is considering it or people who have been
doing it for a while. And even better it is in Oxford so there isn't too far to
go to take advantage of this great day!
More

details

and

booking

information

can

be

found

here:

www.homeforgood.org.uk/events/summit-2016-day-2-2016-10-01

Samantha Lomath Home for Good Reading
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The Good News of Love
Some years ago, my father preached on the topic of love. As I
reflected on this, we as children of God have good news for Reading
and beyond. This news is positive, builds community, and glorifies God.
Jesus taught about love in Matt.22:37-40 “Love the Lord your God with
all your heart... the second is like it: Love your neighbour as yourself.”
How is it possible to practice love? The Scriptures not only declare that
God requires us to love, but that He also provides us ability and
disposition to love.
God is love and “everyone who loves has been born of God and knows
God.” (1 Jn.4:7-8) The Holy Spirit pours out within our heart the love of
God (Rom.5:5) and produces the fruit of love in our heart. (Gal.5:22)
But what is love? In the New Testament time, 4 Greek words describe
the act of loving.
Eros (the goddess of love) – self-centred romantic love associated with
lust – does not appear in NT.
Philia is love with a warm, tender and intimate relationship towards
others and may not be permanent, in contrast to storge being the love
between husband and wife, and parents and children and vice versa.
Agape love is the Calvary kind of love which is sacrificial, self-giving,
unmerited and unconditional: it is love toward the unlovable, whose
source is in the heart of the lover.
Agape represents the attitude that we should have toward God and
which as His children we should practice toward others. This love has
been described as a persistent, unbreakable spirit of goodwill.
God’s love for us is unmerited on our part and quickened us from
spiritual death to spiritual life. This love is eternal and unchangeable. His
love is directed outward toward others, not inward toward ourselves.
Far from falling in love with ourselves, a proper love for self will enable us
to accept ourselves as unique persons created by a loving God,
helping us to forgive ourselves. A proper love for self will cause us to
dedicate ourselves to the highest and best that we know.
To practice proper love, we must accept others fully as being people
for whom Jesus Christ died on the cross. As the objects of God’s
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supreme concern, we should be concerned about them. We must be
willing to forgive them their sins against us and against others.
Col.3:12-14 says “Forgive as the Lord forgave you. And over all these
virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity.” We
must be willing to show social concern and action, e.g. the Good
Samaritan, and assist others in their times of misfortune.
We must reveal God’s love to them by our lives and words. The Holy
Spirit dwells within us to produce love within and to demonstrate love
without.
It is very important for us to co-operate and work very closely with the
Holy Spirit who resides in us so that He will produce this fruit of love in
and through us to Him and others.
It is only when the love of the Holy Spirit starts to flow and enter into our
personalities can we even begin to love God, to love ourselves and
love another to the degree and to the intensity that God would like to
see with each one of us.
David Wong

Visiting Preachers in October and November
The following visiting preachers will be leading our worship in October
and November:


October 23rd

Rev Alan Holmes



October 30th

Rev Sue Cossey



November 20th

Dave Jones
Julia Marsh
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Stories for Change - Zimbabwe
Zimbabwe lies in the south of Africa, bordering Botswana, Mozambique,
Namibia, South Africa and Zambia. Robert Mugabe has led the country
and dominated Zimbabwe’s political landscape for almost 30 years.
During his rule the economy has suffered with widespread poverty.
Unemployment is endemic - an estimated 95 per cent of Zimbabweans
cannot find work. Hyper-inflation, food shortages, drought and
emigration of skilled professionals are some of the problems
Zimbabweans have faced in recent years.
Almost one in six adults live with HIV/AIDS, which puts a massive strain
on the nation’s health service. Half of Zimbabwean children of school
age are missing out on an education because they have to work - or
marry to support their families.
Zimbabwe is facing an unemployment rate of more than 80 percent;
restrictions on imports that have crippled cross-border business,
destroying livelihoods for thousands of Zimbabweans; unnecessary
police roadblocks which are fueling corruption; and many other urgent
issues.
The government should urgently act and address these genuine
concerns of the citizens to avoid total collapse of the state, urged
church leaders.
“We call upon the church, which is the salt and light of this nation, to
continue to pray and also to speak out prophetically against any unjust
system, until we have a peaceful and prosperous Zimbabwe in which
every citizen’s God-given and constitutional rights are respected,” the
statement read. “May God grant us Zimbabweans the courage, faith
and hope to face our challenges.”
Daily infringement of citizens’ rights and constant extortion at police
road blocks have created a climate of fear in Zimbabwe, said Georges
Lemopoulos, deputy general secretary of the World Council of
Churches (WCC).

Elder’s Prayer
A few months ago life all seemed so normal, so predictable, so
mundane.
Today seemed much like yesterday, tomorrow would surely be much
like today.
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But then in that one night, there was the start of a month of uncertainty,
of turmoil and of confusion.
Experts were ignored, politicians were overruled, markets were
plunging.
People lost faith in politicians, politicians lost faith in their leaders.
What was certain became uncertain, what was predicted became
unpredictable and what was calm became volatile:
Strident voices of discord shouted loud in America, dark forces reached
to grasp power in Turkey,
Minds of hate raged in the Middle East, life in France and Germany
blazed with bursts of unimaginable violence .
Our newspapers told of so much misery, our televisions showed us so
much pain.
But in all that change you were there
Your love did not change,
Your compassion did not change,
You did not change.
So Lord in this change be with the refugee, the victim, the oppressed.
Comfort the anxious, console the grieving, calm the angry.
Restore faith to those who have lost it, restore compassion to those who
lack it and restore tolerance to those who need it.
…and help all to know that You and Your love do not change.
Rod
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Church Contacts
Minister:
Rev Robert Weston

office:

0118 926 5003

e-mail:

minister@parkurc.org.uk

e-mail:

churchsecretary@parkurc.org.uk

phone:
e-mail:

0845 463 6426
centremanager@parkurc.org.uk

e-mail:

editor@parkurc.org.uk

Church Secretary:
Roger Clark
Centre Manager:
Julie Cameron
Magazine Editor:
Rod King
Church Website:

www.parkurc.org.uk

Our church website is updated regularly and has details of the many
activities of the Church. You will also find some of the charities that we
support, with links to even more helpful websites.
Facebook: www.facebook.com/ParkURC?ref=aymt_homepage_panel
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Regular Activities at Park
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

10.30 am
3.00 pm
3.45 pm
6.30 pm
7:00 pm
Various
9.30 am
5.15 pm
6.45 pm
7.30 pm
Various
10:00 am
10.30 am
1.00 pm
2.15 pm
2:00 pm
7:30 pm
7.30 pm
7.30 pm
8.15 pm
Various
9.00 am
9:30 am
10.00 am
12.00 pm
2.00 pm
5.00 pm
7.00 pm
Various
9;45 am
10.30 am
2.00 pm
2.00 pm
2:00 pm
5:30 pm
5.30 pm
7.15 pm
7.30 pm
Various
9.45 am
6.30pm
9.00 am
9.30am
10.00
4.00pm

Worship
Young people’s groups & Crèche facilities
Holy Communion (1st Sunday)
Messy Church (1st Sunday of the Month)
Newlife Celebration Tamil Church
Ignite Coffee & Cakes (in term-time)
Ignite Worship(in term-time)
Read Dance & Theatre College
Park Mother & Toddlers Group
Beaver Scouts
Cub Scouts
Housegroup
Read Dance & Theatre College
Happy Feet Footcare (every 6 weeks)
Fitness Pilates
Cranberry College (Sept-Mar term time)
Friendship Club
Reading U3A Yoga (every 2 weeks)
Earley Folk Dancing
Badminton Club (Sept – March)
Housegroup
Aldbrickham Clog & Dance Group
Read Dance & Theatre College
Morning Prayers
Embroiderers’ Guild (monthly)
Park 60+ Exercise (12 noon seated session)
Reading Lunchtime Choir
Reading Macular Society (bi-monthly)
Beavers
Scouts
Read Dance & Theatre College
Tuneful Tales
Reading MenCap
U3A Madrigal Society (every 2 weeks)
Active Living Tai Chi
Reading Abbey Trefoil Group (4th Thurs of month)
Brownies
Rainbows
Guides
Housegroup
Read Dance & Theatre College
Zumba Fitness Class
Pilots
The Allenova Ballet School
Reading Seventh Day Adventist Community
Group
Parenthesis Choir
Reading Community Gospel Choir
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