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Minister’s Letter
7 High Tree Drive, Earley, Reading RG6 1EU
Dear Friends,
Easter is a time for celebration – Jesus Christ came to
give us life, life in all its fullness (John 10:10) and it is
through the cross of Jesus and his resurrection that we
see God’s love revealed. Jesus is the risen Christ: risen
from the grave, risen to give us hope, risen to be
Saviour of the whole world.
Easter is indeed a time to give thanks to God for the cross, a symbol of
death for many centuries which is transformed by the love of God.
During Lent, I referred several times to the subversive Jesus, the one
who challenged the power and violence of the Roman Empire with
peace and a non-violent response. At Easter we give thanks to God,
not just for the new kingdom of peace and justice, we also give thanks
to God for one another. Together we are called to serve God’s people
in the world: the young and the old, the stranger and the friend, the
insider and the outcast. Together we are witnesses to the glorious
resurrection and the promise of a life filled with hope.
We have a number of special events during Lent, as we approach
Easter weekend, on 2nd April we are delighted to have the baptism of
Amy Weston, during that service she will also be received into church
membership. The following weekend, on 9th April Isla Thomas, will be
dedicated and we rejoice with the Durrant and Thomas families.
Easter is a time to look forward to longer evenings and the warmth of
spring and summer, a time when we’ll see the blossom appear of the
trees and flowers coming into full bloom. I love this time of year when all
the seedlings grow bigger and stronger and I am reminded of Jesus’
words to his disciples: ‘a grain of wheat remains no more than a single
grain unless it is dropped into the ground…’ (John 12:24) Jesus was
helping the disciples to see that his death was necessary – for new life
and new beginnings.
In the past few weeks we have taken our first steps in appointing a parttime youth and children’s worker, who will help support the huge
number of volunteers that are involved in our activities for all ages. It
has been a real joy to see new faces at our Messy Church and our
Toddler Group continues to grow under the leadership of Judith Enang.
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Please hold in prayer, the small working group that are preparing job
description and adverts for the part-time youth worker role.
Two years ago we began our ‘Songs of Praise’ services at Lakeside
Care Home (further details can be found in this magazine). I’m grateful
to Simon King, Julia Marsh and others who help out at these services. It
is great to know that these services are valued by members of the
community at Lakeside and we are delighted to see so many people
joining in worship.
After the Easter weekend we will be marking St George’s Day with a
special Church Parade, at the request of the Scout Group. As always,
we give thanks to all the leaders who give so generously of their time
and talents, in all the activities of the Scout and Guide sections. It was
good to visit both Beaver colonies to explore the Easter story with them,
before the holidays, their enthusiasm is infectious!
Our fellowship is well served by our team of elders and I am grateful to
each and every one of them for their on-going love and support, it is
such a blessing to be part of a caring fellowship.
May God bless all of us this Easter time with the knowledge that all
things are possible in Christ Jesus, indeed much more than we can
begin to imagine. May we all know the peace that comes from
knowing Jesus as Lord and Saviour and may these words of Jesus inspire
us:
John 15:16 ‘You did not choose me; I chose you and appointed you to
go and bear much fruit, the kind of fruit that endures. And so the Father
will give you whatever you ask of him in my name. This then is what I
command you: love one another.’
Yours in Christ,
Robert
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Family News
We have rejoiced with Tim and Frances Lancaster
on the news that they are expecting a baby in
September, praying for God’s blessing on all their
family. We also rejoiced with Karen and Gordon Bird who have
become grandparents with the arrival of Leo Gordon, born on the 6th
March weighing 9lbs.
Abby King will be celebrating a special birthday on 29th March when
she is 21.
We celebrated the life of Barbara Baddoo, who died on 26th February,
at the thanksgiving service on 17th March. This was a moving account
of her life here and in Ghana where she spent many years with her late
husband, Michael.
We have prayed for all those recovering from or receiving treatment,
including Judith Enang, Peggy Molineaux, Bob Dewing’s brother
(Peter), Rob Weston’s brother (Steve), Alastair Clark, Sylvia Wise, pat
Fuller and Thelma Butler.
We pray for Amy Weston who is to be baptised and received into
church membership on 2nd April.
We also pray for Isla Thomas who is to be dedicated on 9th April with a
church lunch to follow.
Bob Dewing

Letters
Many, many thanks to all those who supported my
Traidcraft stall on the two Sundays for Fairtrade
fortnight.
I took the magnificent sum of £289 which will go towards ensuring that
those who made or produced the goods e.g. craft workers and farmers
receive a fair wage.
I can always order anything that people might want or please support
the RISC shop in Reading for items.
Gaye
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Property Maintenance News
The working party has continued along the corridor
to David’s Hall painting the walls and the skirting
boards. Our thanks to all involved, there is still some
finishing off to be done, but already it looks much improved.
The major project which is on-going is the replacement of the old urinal
in the gents’ toilet with a modern system which is waterless. In addition
to the environmental benefits, we have calculated that we will save
around £500 per year in water charges. The work of removal and replastering took place in half term and Phil Dray has nearly completed
this project.
The Finance and General Purposes committee has also investigated
the replacement of low energy fluorescent lighting with LED lighting,
which consumes even less energy. The first of these has been installed
in the link corridor, with others to follow.
In the gardens, the bulbs have popped up and the wallflowers will soon
be in bloom. We thank Charles Woods for his on-going care of all our
shrubs and flower beds.
Robert Weston

Visiting Preachers for 2017
The following visiting preachers will be leading our worship during the
dates listed below:





23rd July: Keith Whyte
30th July: Roger Clark
6th August: Phebe Mann & David Wong
26th November: Rev Clare Downing (guest preacher for 110th
anniversary year)
Julia Marsh
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Fundraising this Year
Whilst our development project is completed we still have a small loan
of £10,000 per year, to repay to the Wessex Synod. At the church
meeting the following activities were confirmed. We hope that you’ll be
able to support some of these events, which will help raise funds and
give us opportunity to share fellowship together.
Coming up this year we have:






6th May
9th July
9th Sept
23rd Sept
25th Nov

Coffee morning & plant sale in David’s Hall
Gift Day and Church Lunch
Ride and Stride sponsored event
Harvest supper and barn dance
Christmas Fair

Details of each event will be given out in the notices and displayed on
posters in the church halls. All of the events are being held at Park URC
including the ‘Coffee morning and plant sale’.
Fundraising team

Lent Study
Our Lent Study this year was based on ‘The Theory of Everything’ the
study was over five weeks from 6th March until 3rd April.
Once again, we had a good number of participants including this year,
a few from other churches.
Thank you to Carrie King & Roger Clark for leading some of the sessions
and to all who helped with refreshments each week.
Rob Weston

page 7

Pastoral Care Course
10-week introduction to Pastoral Care
A course for elders and all others who do pastoral care in their church,
and interested learners. It will include some practical skills, input from
specialists, and exploration into what it means to care as a Christian.
The course is run by the Diocese of Oxford (and for those who wish is
accredited by the University of Durham) and taught by Rev Mark
Laynesmith (Chaplain at Reading University) and Rev Hannah Hobday
(St Peter's Earley).
Thursday evenings: 7.15pm to 9.30pm, April 27th - July 6th (not including
June 1st)
St John & St Stephen, 121-147 Orts Road, Reading, RG1 3JN.
Cost: £40.00
To book visit the webpage - http://tinyurl.com/hbxhr43 or contact
carolyn.main@oxford.anglican.org or telephone: 01865 208257
Rob Weston

Advance Notice: Synod Quiet Day
Synod Quiet Day for all members and ministers in Wessex Synod
Wednesday 21 June 2017 at Crowe Hill Methodist Church and Retreat
Centre, Ringwood, BH24 3DQ. To be led by Mike and Louise Shrubsole.
There will be one walk before lunch and one in the afternoon. There
will be quiet environmental activities for those who can’t manage the
walking / wet weather alternative. Cost for the day is £14 which
includes a cream tea!
Further details from Ruth Heine, Wessex Synod Office, 023 8067 8570
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Wessex and South Western Synods’ Big Day Out
Saturday 1st July 2017. The Burgate School, Fordingbridge, Hants. SP6
1EZ 10.00am - 4.00pm
‘The Big Day Out’ will be a fun, celebration day out for all members,
friends, and young people from all of the churches in the Wessex and
South Western Synods. Put the date – Saturday 1st July 2017 – in your
diary now! Here is a brief overview of what is being planned. Starting at
10am with closing worship for everyone from 3-4pm.
The Venue – The Burgate School in Fordingbridge
This secondary Academy for young people aged 11-18 has a wide
range of modern facilities and buildings set in beautiful green space.
The whole site is on a single level, so there will be no stairs to climb, and
there will be plenty of room for everyone and for all the activities being
planned.
The Theme – “Feasts and Festivals”
In line with the URC’s national theme for 2017, our theme will be “Feasts
and Festivals”.
What will be happening?
There are a whole range of activities have been planned for the Day,
with something interesting for you and for everyone. You can choose
which activities you take part in, which exhibitions you would like to visit,
or simply sit down quietly and chat to other people there, from
churches all over the Wessex and South Western Synods.
Tickets are now available and we need to book soon!
The cost of an inclusive ticket (coach and entrance for the day) is £18
for each adult and £12 for each child (aged 5-16). If you wish to make
your own way, the entrance ticket only is £8 for adults and £4 for
children.
Big Day Out Organising Committee
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Eco-Church Award
In December 2016 Park United Reformed Church received a Bronze
Eco Church Award which recognises the commitment made by the
church in addressing the issues of climate change and care for the
environment.
All aspects of church life are assessed for the award from our worship to
our buildings, from our care of the church grounds to our support of
Fairtrade - this award recognises a wide range of actions that we have
taken over the past six years to reduce our carbon footprint, since our
previous Eco congregation Award.
The church is now well on the way towards achieving a Silver Award,
having already reduced water consumption by updating our toilet
facilities.
A phased replacement of low energy lighting with LED technology,
should further reduce electricity consumption. In the church grounds
we are soon to install a water butt to save using tap water to water the
plants in the church gardens.
Everyone can be involved because we are encouraging all members
of the church to complete their own Environmental Lifestyle Audit, a
useful check to see how much impact each of us makes on the planet.
To have a go at this, simply visit the Eco-Church website page:
ecochurch.arocha.org.uk/resources/ slide down this page and you will
see a host of helpful booklets and information!
At the recent Wessex Synod meeting, I heard that Wheatley URC (near
Oxford) has also recently achieved the Bronze Award and Thatcham
URC has also installed waterless urinals as part of their environmental
work.
Rob Weston
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Snooker Club News
Did you know that Park United Reformed Church hosts a snooker club?
Well it used to be called Park Men’s Club but has just been renamed
Park Snooker Club – now that we have our first lady member in over 110
years!
There are two lovely tables upstairs in the Snooker Room and the club
consists of a small, friendly group of members (about 20-30 people)
who love to play Snooker and Billiards up there – including representing
Park in the local Billiards league.
The club is a church organization, though it has its own committee and
is self-funding – the Snooker Club pays rent to the church for the use of
the room. The club is always open to new members – so if you (or
someone you know) might be interested in playing and joining then
please contact me.
Tel: 07826 848616 Email: alex@robins.plus.com
Alex Robinson (Club Secretary)

Advance Notice: Synod Retreat Weekend
Synod Retreat Weekend for all members and ministers in Wessex Synod
27-29 October 2017 at Old Alresford Place. To be led by Revd Howard
Sharp.
Title: Christlikeness - the challenge for Christians today.
Looking at events in the life of Jesus to see their implications for living as
Christians today.
Cost: £140 per person. Full board from Friday evening meal to Sunday
tea. (Bursaries available in case of financial difficulty. CME funding
available for Ministers).
Come and enjoy a relaxed weekend (in a very comfortable venue, set
in 5 acres of grounds near Winchester). Further details from Ruth Heine,
Wessex Synod Office, 023 8067 8570
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Calling all Knitters and Crocheters
Knitting and crocheting are very popular and fashionable activities at
present. So the United Reformed Church’s planning group for the
Greenbelt Christian Arts Festival will be tapping into this for this year’s
Greenbelt festival.
As part of this year’s theme of ‘More than Welcome,’ and in keeping
with last year’s successful hunt, we are preparing a knitted food
themed treasure hunt. The hunt will take festival goers to hampers
dotted around the site where will answer questions on food/feast stories
from the Bible and collect various knitted food items. They will then be
asked to add the fruit to an empty banqueting area so that over the
course of the weekend the area goes from being empty to abundant.
This is where we need your help. Knitting/crocheting patterns are
available for anyone who shows an interest but you can also use any
you have yourselves. We just ask that they are not too big (so they fit in
the palm of your hand). This food production needs to start as soon as
possible if we are going to get enough food for the August Bank
Holiday.
So, if this is something you feel you could help with, we would love you
to be involved.
Further information including knitting/crocheting patterns and the
address for sending food items is posted on the Wessex Synod website.
We will also need a large amount of wool for the festival so if you have
any to spare (however small) we would love to hear from you too.

Lakeside Songs of Praise Dates





Monday 3rd April
Wednesday 3rd May
Wednesday 7th June
Wednesday 5th July
Julia Marsh
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Stories for Change - Bangladesh
The UN’s Food and Agricultural Organisation (FAO) has produced a
video of Women Farmers of Bangladesh looking at support across a
variety of sectors including aquaculture, crop, and dairy farming. This
story resonates with much of the work of Christian Aid partners.
Shipra Bagchi is the first of the women we meet in the video; she is a
shrimp farmer from the village of Baniakhali in Bagerhat, a district of the
Khulna division in southwestern Bangladesh. When she first started
shrimp farming twenty years ago, Shipra had less than a tenth of a
hectare of land (0.05 ha). She recalls how difficult it was to make ends
meet in those days. “At that time, this whole area was inundated. Rice
cultivation wasn’t possible.” She remembers that people used to survive
by picking water lilies. And Shipra herself struggled with her new
endeavour. “Earlier, I didn’t know the good practices of shrimp
farming.”
Thanks to a project implemented by FAO and the Ministry of Fisheries
and Livestock, with support from the Standards and Trade
Development Facility (STDF), Shipra received training in key skills and
techniques for improved and increased shrimp production: “How to
enhance shrimp production, the benefit of the nursery and the use of
PCR certified seeds, correct doses of lime, etc.”
“If I hadn’t received this training, I would not have come to this stage,”
she says, noting that her shrimp production has increased significantly.
“It is more than double.”
Today, Shipra has around 4 to 4.5 ha of land. “I bought land,” she says.
And that’s not all. “After all these years I have managed to build
houses, provide education for my children.”
Shipra is eager to share the skills she has learned with others. “Now
other people come to me, wanting to learn shrimp farming
techniques,” she says. “They seek advice from me on how to become
successful. This has all become possible because I followed the
instructions under the project.”

Jesus Light of the World
Today we are going to look at John 9:1-41, and Ephesians 5:8-11, Jesus
Light of the World. This is the Light which is vital, pure, and victorious.
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Jesus, the Light of the World (John 8:12)
(John 8:12) Jesus spoke to his disciples, saying, “I am the light of the
world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness but will have the
light of life.”
Do you notice that Jesus said that He is THE light of the world not A light
of the world? Jesus is the only way to the Father. It is very disappointed
that some Church authorities, for fear of offending non-believers,
promote: ‘It doesn’t matter what you believe, so long as you are
sincere.’ But you can be sincerely wrong! We need to know that there is
no other lights. Jesus is THE only Light of the World. (John 14:1) It is vital
because Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one
comes to the Father except through me.” It is vital because there is no
life without light. It is vital because there is no life without Jesus. (Psalm
119:105) says ‘Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.’
The Word is a Lamp to my feet – so that we don’t stumble, so that we
don’t slip and fall! The Word is a Light to my path – it keeps us on the
path of righteousness so that we won't wander away from the truth, so
that we won’t lose our way.
The Light is pure. Imagine that we are in a pitch-black room. There is no
light. Can anyone see any colour in the dark? (Definitely Not) When we
study physics we know that a pure white light comprises of seven
colours. Jesus is the pure white light which is holy and perfect. There is
no colour without the white light. Jesus is the pure white light which
gives colours of joy, glory and victory.
The Light is victorious. Imagine that we are in the same dark room. How
do we remove the darkness? We can turn the lights on!
The Light is victorious because: Once the light is on the darkness is
gone!
As Jesus’ followers we will never walk in darkness, this is the assurance of
salvation we enjoy. The darkness cannot put out the Light. It can never
extinguish the Light.
(John 8:12) Jesus said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me
will never walk in darkness but will have the light of life.”
I was blind but now I see (John 9:25)
I remember I went to Oxford to pursue an Arbitration Residential
Course. I had the opportunity to visit Keble College Chapel. It was
fascinating to glimpse Holman Hunt's painting “The Light of the world”
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which hangs in Keble's Side Chapel. There are two lights in the painting,
the light of salvation around Jesus' head and the light of conscience
represented by the lantern Jesus is holding. The door resembles the soul
of each one of us. We will notice that the door has no handle and
cannot be opened from the outside. Jesus is knocking at the door, if we
do not open the door to let Him in, we remain in darkness.
(John 9:5) Jesus meets a man blind from birth, He heals him. Obviously,
if he is blind all his life, “light” means something novel to him. Jesus says,
‘While I am in the world, I am the light of the world.’ How do we remove
our blindness and receive the Light of the World?
Firstly, to receive the Light, we need to know what it is. The Light has an
assurance of salvation. (John 3:16) “For God so loved the world that he
gave his only Son, whoever believes in him shall not perish but have
eternal life”. As followers of Jesus we will never walk in darkness. We
repent of our sins and stop sinning.
Secondly, to receive the Light, we must know who Jesus is. Jesus is God,
who has the power to supply us with grace and mercy. Jesus is the Light
of the World who gives us life. Jesus died for us on the cross, so that we
can have eternal life.
Thirdly, to receive the Light, we need to open the Door for Jesus. Jesus is
knocking at your Door (Holman Hunt's painting). What we need to do is
to open wide the Door willingly and welcome the Light of the World in.
(John 9:7) As for the man who is blind from birth, the healing was not
effected until he obeyed Jesus’ command: Go … wash in the Pool of
Siloam. To become a true disciple of Jesus requires the willingness and
obedience of the person to believe in Jesus.
We are children of the light (Ephesians 5:8)
(Ephesians 5:8) For once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you
are light. Live as children of light
In December 2008 there was a spectacular sight in the night sky over
London when Venus, Jupiter and the crescent moon, appeared as a
“Smiling Sky”. All three of them appeared much brighter than any stars.
Of course we all know that they were generating no light of their own:
they can only reflect the light of the Sun. We cannot see the sun at
night but its light was still illuminating the sky, and without the sun we
would not be able to see any of the “Smiling Sky” at all. If we shine with
our own light, it would be weak and flickering. But if we live in a way
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that reflects the Light of Jesus, I assure you, the humblest of us will shine
as a beacon.
We are living among people who are in spiritual darkness. They will
have difficulty to find the Light if we do not live our lives reflecting the
light of Jesus. They are watching us all the time. I would like to invite
every one of you, to commit yourself to be the children of the Light. I
would encourage you to reflect with the candles you hold, think of
something that you can do in the coming week to shine for Jesus.
Do we live our lives to make those people around us realise that Jesus
came to save us sinners?
Do we tell them that Jesus came to give us life and we are children of
the Light? Do you reveal to them in our everyday life that we are the
light of the world?
Do you hear God inviting you to be children of the Light? Do you hear
Him calling you to commit your life to Him? Please don’t procrastinate!
(2 Corinthians 6:2) Now is the acceptable time, see, now is the day of
salvation.”
Phebe Mann
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Elder’s Prayer
Almighty Father, we humbly bow before you to
praise and worship your Holy name.
Thank you Lord God for the opportunity to worship
you; for the freedom to be amongst your family;
meeting together in your house, in the warmth of
your embrace. Thank you that in worship we can put
aside, the uncertainties of this world and rest upon
the certainties of Your Kingdom.
Thank you that we can bring to your feet all the hurts and fears that
trouble us, and leave them there, knowing that your strength and
assurance are all that we require.
We pray for all who are not feeling well today; May Your healing hand
rest upon them. We pray for the doctors, nurses and all care givers.
Give them wisdom; patience and courage as they look after the sick
and frail.
Holy Father, we thank you for all the blessings you give us in our daily
lives. We thank you for the families you gave us to cherish and love. We
thank you for the jobs you give us to sustain our families. We pray for
those who are looking for jobs or between jobs. Give them hope and
perseverance.
Father, we know that we have broken your laws and our sins have
separated us from you. For this we are truly sorry. We would like to turn
away from our past sinful lives. We believe that your son, Jesus Christ
died for our sins, was resurrected from the dead, is alive, and hears our
prayers.
We invite Jesus to become the Lord of our lives, to rule and reign in our
hearts from this day forward. Please send your Holy Spirit to guide and
help us to obey You and to always do your will.
I invite you to bring your individual situations to the Almighty God who
hears even the unspoken words. In the name of Jesus Christ our Lord
and Saviour we pray. Amen.
Zi Bhebhe
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Church Contacts
Minister:
Rev Robert Weston

office:
e-mail:

0118 926 5003
minister@parkurc.org.uk

e-mail:

churchsecretary@parkurc.org.uk

e-mail:

centremanager@parkurc.org.uk

phone:

0118 934 3089
editor@parkurc.org.uk

Church Secretary:
Roger Clark
Centre Manager:
Julie Cameron
Magazine Editor:
Rod King

e-mail:

Church Website:

www.parkurc.org.uk

Our church website is updated regularly and has details of the many
activities of the Church. You will also find some of the charities that we
support, with links to even more helpful websites.
Facebook: www.facebook.com/ParkURC?ref=aymt_homepage_panel
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Regular Activities at Park
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

10.30 am
3.00 pm
3.45 pm
6.30 pm
7:00 pm
Various
9.30 am
5.15 pm
6.45 pm
7.30 pm
Various
10:00 am
10.30 am
1.00 pm
2.15 pm
2:00 pm
7:30 pm
7.30 pm
7.30 pm
8.15 pm
Various
9.00 am
9:30 am
10.00 am
12.00 pm
2.00 pm
5.00 pm
7.00 pm
Various
9;45 am
10.30 am
2.00 pm
2.00 pm
2:00 pm
5:30 pm
5.30 pm
7.15 pm
7.30 pm
Various
9.45 am
6.30pm
9.00 am
9.30am
10.00
4.00pm

Worship
Young people’s groups & Crèche facilities
Holy Communion (1st Sunday)
Messy Church (1st Sunday of the Month)
Newlife Celebration Tamil Church
Ignite Coffee & Cakes (in term-time)
Ignite Worship(in term-time)
Read Dance & Theatre College
Park Mother & Toddlers Group
Beaver Scouts
Cub Scouts
Housegroup
Read Dance & Theatre College
Happy Feet Footcare (every 6 weeks)
Fitness Pilates
Cranberry College (Sept-Mar term time)
Friendship Club
Reading U3A Yoga (every 2 weeks)
Earley Folk Dancing
Badminton Club (Sept – March)
Housegroup
Aldbrickham Clog & Dance Group
Read Dance & Theatre College
Morning Prayers
Embroiderers’ Guild (monthly)
Park 60+ Exercise (12 noon seated session)
Reading Lunchtime Choir
Reading Macular Society (bi-monthly)
Beavers
Scouts
Read Dance & Theatre College
Tuneful Tales
Reading MenCap
U3A Madrigal Society (every 2 weeks)
Active Living Tai Chi
Reading Abbey Trefoil Group (4th Thurs of month)
Brownies
Rainbows
Guides
Housegroup
Read Dance & Theatre College
Zumba Fitness Class
Pilots
The Allenova Ballet School
Reading Seventh Day Adventist Community
Group
Parenthesis Choir
Reading Community Gospel Choir
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