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Minister’s Letter
7 High Tree Drive, Earley, Reading RG6 1EU
Dear Friends,
Over the past month I have been reflecting of the
theme of ‘discernment’. It has always been my belief
that discernment is essential for all of us on our
Christian journey. In our individual lives we need to
discern where God is leading us and how we can serve God best. In
our collective journey as a fellowship, we constantly seek to find the
mind of Christ as we discern together in Elders’ meetings and Church
meetings.
Discerning the way forward together is very important, it can be easy
for us to be distracted from our calling. Therefore, it is important to take
good advice, to seek out dissenting voices, to gather everyone’s views.
When the church budget for 2017 was presented to church meeting,
we acknowledged that whilst some trends are encouraging, others are
concerning. It is a matter of concern that offerings dropped in 2016, the
first drop in three years. However, the lettings of our premises have
increased and will enable us to continue to improve the facilities for all
users.
Our hope to employ a part-time youth worker is looking more promising
with the establishment of designated funds for this work and we will
need to discern a process for selection and appointment of the
appropriate person. Please hold this matter in prayer as we discern the
way forward.
It is always a delight to welcome new members into our fellowship and
we were pleased at our church meeting to hear that Rebecca Bullard
would like to transfer her membership from Wheatley URC to Park URC.
We also confirmed the date for receiving Amy Weston into membership
which will be Sunday 2nd April, when Amy will be baptised by immersion.
It is always a joy to welcome more people into our fellowship, both as
regular worshippers and as church members.
Our fellowship at Park URC has a long history of friendship and care for
others. Our Friendship Club is one such church group that has been the
place of deep and lasting friendships. Our Friendship Club celebrates its
66th Anniversary this year and we give thanks to all who have been part
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of the Club and those who work to ensure that friendships continue to
be developed.
We have a huge number of people who help out every week with
some aspect of our worship and church life, it is great to have new
people joining as welcomers and stewards, helping to greet people at
the entrances each Sunday. Last year we introduced a new rota of
people to help with SongPro (ensuring that the words on the screen
appear at the right time) and a rota of volunteers to operate the sound
desk - thank you to all who have joined these teams.
Later this month we will begin our Lent Study group – which, this year,
will be based on the film ‘The Theory of Everything’. This is another study
written by Hilary Brand and it offers a useful insight to the themes of
mystery and wonder. Why not come along and find out more, even if
you’ve never been involved in a house group or study group before?
Discussing issues of faith and belief, with other people, is just one way to
help discern God’s way for the future. Copies of the book are available
in church for you to look at before the Lent Study begins.
In this month’s magazine you will read about some of the steps we are
taking to achieve the Silver Eco-Church Award, some involve action in
our church buildings such as updated our facilities and replacing
lighting. Other actions involve us individually getting involved in
considering our personal steps to reduce, reuse and recycle - please
do let us know how you get on with the ‘lifestyle audit’ and whether
there are further steps we might take to encourage each other for the
sake of all God’s creation.
As we seek to serve Christ, as we welcome new people to our
congregation and as we follow the guidance of the Holy Spirit; may we
know the encouragement and blessing of Jesus Christ, in all aspects of
our lives.
Robert

Family News
In January we gave thanks to God for Dulcie Sims who has been a
member of the church for sixty years, asking for continued blessing
upon her.
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Thanks were also given for the work of stewards and welcomers of
whom we have two new ones added to those who welcome people
each Sunday.
Three Elders were inducted at the beginning of the year to continue the
work of the Eldership who share in the leadership and pastoral care of
the church.
We rejoiced in the news that Hannah and Josh Thomas had a baby
daughter, Isla Jessica, born on the 9th January, praying for the whole
family including grandparents, Helen and Tony Durrant and great
grandmother, Doreen Durrant.
It was with sadness that we heard of the sudden death at the end of
December of Carrie King’s mother and also in January of Sally Street’s
mother. We remember Carrie and Sally and all their families in our
prayers.
We also remembered in our prayers those recovering from or receiving
treatment, including Sylvia Wise, Pat Fuller, Tim Lancaster’s grandfather,
Thelma Butler and Andrew Sims.
We also remember in our prayers all the young people attending the
URC Youth Assembly on the last weekend of January, including Amy
and Andrew Weston from our own fellowship.
Bob Dewing

Letters
I would like to say a big thank you to all the congregation of Park
Church for the kind messages and prayers while I was not well.
Sylvia Wise
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Dear friends,
Yvette & Chris Gayford and all the family of Vera McPhillips, would like
to thank you all for your cards, prayers and concern following Vera’s
death on 30th November.
She demonstrated her Christian values through her concern for others
and she will be sorely missed by all those who knew her; but we give
thanks for a wonderfully full and long life.
With best wishes for the New Year
Yvette & Chris Gayford
Thank you so much for your support since Mum’s sad death in midNovember. Your kindness, friendship and concern have helped us
through difficult and challenging days. It was heart-warming to receive
so many messages and cards expressing sympathy and reminding us of
the many people who were part of Mum’s life.
Park was central to Mum’s life in so many ways – the many friendships
were as important to her as it being the place she came to worship.
She always enjoyed being part of the fellowship. She involved herself in
so many different activities over the years and in recent times found it
very difficult to get to the church premises, but still wanted to feel an
integral part of the Park family.
We are very grateful to so many people for their contributions to Mum’s
funeral and service of thanksgiving. Walking into a full church of friends
from many walks of life was quite overwhelming and comforting. Thank
you all for being there. Your generosity resulted in over £400 being
donated to the RNIB and Fight for Sight.
With all best wishes
Martin, Helen, Tony and the family
Bob and I would like to thank Park Church so much for the lovely
Christmas gifts that Frances has brought to us.
It is so kind of you all to think of us at this time as well as with all the
continual thoughts and prayers that have been going on throughout
the year.
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Our best wishes & prayers for all the members of the church as we enter
2017.
Thelma & Bob Butler
Dear friends
On behalf of myself and my family, I would like to say thank you so
much for all your kindness over the last month following the sudden and
unexpected passing of my Mother.
The emails, cards, chats and hugs, plus the thoughts and prayers have
been very much appreciated and have really helped us through a very
challenging time.
Changed from glory into glory,
Til in heaven we take our place.
Til we cast our crowns before Thee,
Lost in wonder love and praise.
God bless
Carrie
I would like to say a sincere ‘Thank you’ to all friends at Park for their
prayers, love and support, following my diagnosis and operation for
ovarian cancer. I received some lovely messages as well as flowers at
various times. It was reassuring to know that I was being thought of
whilst I underwent chemotherapy.
Now, you will all be pleased to know that after just over 4 months of
treatment, and lots of additional monitoring appointments, I have at
last been given the all clear. There will be the usual 3 monthly check
ups during next 5 years.
Pat Fuller
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Fundraising this Year
Whilst our development project is completed we still have a small loan
of £10,000 per year, to repay to the Wessex Synod.
At the church meeting the following activities were confirmed. We
hope that you’ll be able to support some of these events, which will
help raise funds and give us opportunity to share fellowship together.


25th Feb

Family Bingo and evening meal



25th Mar

Evening meal and quiz



6th May

Coffee morning & plant sale in David’s Hall



9th

July

Gift Day and Church Lunch



9th

Sept

Ride and Stride sponsored event



23rd

Sept Harvest supper and barn dance



25th

Nov

Christmas Fair

Details of each event will be given out in the notices and displayed on
posters in the church halls.
All of the events are being held at Park URC including the ‘Coffee
morning and plant sale’.
Fundraising Team

Next Study Module
In February I shall be attending my next study at Northern College in
Manchester. This module is entitled ‘Jesus & Mission in the Shadow of
Empire’ and it will examine ideology, civilisation and economics,
through a conversation between the first and twenty-first centuries, in
order to raise questions about the nature of mission today.
This will be a very interesting module and I look forward to sharing some
of my research through the magazine and in Sunday sermons. Once I
have completed the essay for this topic I will be starting on my
dissertation, which is the final part of the MA course.
Rob Weston
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Wessex and South Western Synods’ Big Day Out
“The Big Day Out” will be a fun, celebration day out for all members,
friends, and young people from all of the churches in the Wessex and
South Western Synods.
Put the date – Saturday 1st July 2017 – in your diary now! Here is a brief
overview of what is being planned. Further news will follow, at roughly
monthly intervals, giving more details as they are finalised.
The Venue – The Burgate School in Fordingbridge
This secondary Academy for young people aged 11-18 has a wide
range of modern facilities and buildings set in beautiful green space.
The whole site is on a single level, so there will be no stairs to climb, and
there will be plenty of room for everyone and for all the activities being
planned.
The Theme – “Feasts and Festivals”
In line with the URC’s national theme for 2017, our theme will be “Feasts
and Festivals”.
What will be happening?
There are a whole range of activities being planned for the Day, with
something interesting for you and for everyone. You can choose which
activities you take part in, which exhibitions you would like to visit, or
simply sit down quietly and chat to other people there, from churches
all over the Wessex and South Western Synods. The activities listed
below are just some of those being planned – others will be added over
the next few months.
Big Day Out Organising Committee
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Visiting Preachers for 2017
The following visiting preachers will be leading our worship during the
dates listed below:







19th February: Phebe Mann & David Wong
12th March: Robert Dimmick
23rd July: Keith Whyte
30th July: Roger Clark
6th August: Phebe Mann & David Wong
26th November: Rev Clare Downing (guest preacher for 110th
anniversary year)
Julia Marsh

Christian Aid’s Campaigns
The next phase of Christian Aid’s Big Shift campaign launched in early
November. Phase one focused on coal: after 3 months of campaigning
with over 50,000 signatures on the petition, the government announced
the complete phase out of coal by 2025.
Phase two is the Big Church Switch that will continue through church
networks. This phase wants to engage with the biggest banks in the UK
who are fuelling climate change with their investments and loans to
fossil fuel companies. To meet climate commitments, we must break
our dependence on fossil fuels and power our economy through low
carbon solutions. We know that we need to do it as quickly as possible.
The pledges made by countries in Paris last December as part of the
global climate agreement, when added together, put us on track for a
temperature rise of 2.7 degrees Celsius. To limit it to 1.5 degrees – which
is what the world’s most vulnerable communities require of us - we
can’t wait; we need to start acting now.
Resources for the next part of the campaign are now available. Face
to face training for campaigners and congregations will happen in
early 2017.
Linda Mead Commitment for Life Programme Co-ordinator
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Weekly Email Updates
Since the beginning of 2015, we have sent out a weekly newsletter by
email via a service called Mailchimp.
If you are not one of the 150 people on the list then please send me
your email address and I will add you (you can ‘unsubscribe’ at any
time if you prefer not to receive these emails).
Please note that these mailings are in addition to our printed notices
which are given out (and displayed on the screen) on Sunday
mornings.
My thanks to Julia Marsh who does such a wonderful job of updating
the information each week, if you have any notices that you’d like to
add please contact Julia.
Rob Weston

Park URC Donations to Charity
Each Christmas, the Church Meeting makes donations to charity. Over
the years we have chosen an international charity, a national charity
and a local charity. In December 2016 we made donations of £650 to:




International charity - Leprosy Mission
National charity – Freedom from Torture
Local charity – Aspire 2, working with families in need in Whitley

In addition to these donations from church funds, our Christmas Day
collection will go to Christian Aid to support their refugee appeal. In
total the Christian Aid donations was £1000, our thanks go to all who
supported the Christmas appeal so generously.
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Sir Edward Appleton and Phebe
Eur Ing Dr Phebe Mann, was honoured with photographic portrait at
The David Hockney Building, Bradford College. The portrait was
unveiled at the WISE Women in Science and Engineering event at
Bradford College, on 29 November 2016. It was originally awarded to Dr
Mann for winning the
2011
WISE
Women
of
Outstanding
Achievement (WoOA),
Tomorrow's
Leader
Award,
now
sits
permanently next to
the
sculpture of Nobel
Prize
winner, Sir Edward
Appleton.
In 2013, Phebe had
also
received an Honorary
Fellowship
from
Bradford College in recognition of her contribution to civil engineering
and construction law and her efforts to encourage more women to
enter the sector.
Phebe holds an MSc Research Methods and a PhD from the OU with an
Outstanding Doctoral Dissertation Award from Phi Delta Kappa and a
Practice Based Professional Learning (PBPL) Teaching and Learning
Excellence Award.
Phebe is the first and only woman in the UK to hold six professional
engineering qualifications concurrently:
Chartered Civil Engineer (CEng MICE), Chartered Surveyor (FRICS)
Chartered Construction Manager (MCIOB) Fellow of the Chartered
Institute of Arbitrators (FCIArb) European Engineer (Eur Ing) and
Member of the Institution of Engineering and Technology (MIET)
In recognition of her contributions, she was nominated a Fellow of the
Royal Society of Arts (FRSA). She has won numerous awards and
accolades including the 2011 Woman of Outstanding Achievement
Tomorrow’s Leader award from WISE (formerly the UK Resource Centre).
Phebe acts as an Ambassador for STEM and a Talent2030 Hero to
encourage young women to pursue civil engineering careers. Phebe
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was described as an outstanding engineer, an innovative teacher and
a potent role model and is passionate about inspiring women into
careers in science and engineering.
In her response speech, Phebe said: “I am really privileged to have my
portrait to be permanently located adjacent to Sir Edward Appleton's
sculpture. I'm truly humbled by such an honour."
Phebe is currently a civil engineering senior lecturer in highway and
transportation, construction and planning law at the University of East
London.
"A Big Thankyou to everyone in Park URC for their encouragement, and
support in prayers", Phebe said.

Property Maintenance News
The working party has been busy along the corridor to David’s Hall
painting the walls and the skirting boards. Our thanks to all involved.
The main project this month will be to replace the old urinal in the
gents’ toilet with a modern system which is waterless. In addition to the
environmental benefits, we have calculated that we will save around
£500 per year in water charges. This work will be carried out during the
February half term, to keep any disruption to a minimum.
The Finance and General Purposes committee is also investigating the
replacement of low energy fluorescent lighting with LED lighting, which
consumes even less energy. These will initially be installed in the
corridors and toilets where lighting is required almost all day long.
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Reading Association for the Blind
We are trying to make our Puzzle Library bigger. Members can request
a puzzle and when they have completed it, the puzzle is returned to the
library, ready to be exchanged for a new one. We need puzzles which
are 500 pieces and are the larger size pieces. Bright colours are more
useful than light colours.
Secondly, we are still looking for volunteers to help in all areas of the
Tuesday and Friday meetings......people to help make and serve teas,
coffees, lunchtime rolls and washing up. People to help on the mini
buses, whether driving or assisting members on or off the buses. People
to help members take part in the craft activities. People to help with an
assortment of admin.
Our volunteers are invaluable members of the team who help our
members during the meetings on Tuesday and Friday each week and
we urgently need more people to join us.
If anyone reading this is interested in helping please contact the Centre
Manager at Reading Association for the Blind, Ginny Williams on 0118
957 2960 email manager@raftb.org.uk
Suzy Weston

Stories For Change - Bangladesh
Christian Aid’s advocacy work in Bangladesh has focused on global
issues such as loss and damage from a gender perspective. At the
national level, issues such as energy security, climate finance, climate
justice and resilient livelihoods have been focused on.
Christian Aid Bangladesh is an active member of many advocacy
networks in Bangladesh. Through various national level events
organised by these agencies, Christian Aid is linking its local level work
with the advocacy initiatives at the national level. The Bangladesh
programme is also well connected with global advocacy initiatives on
climate change.
Christian Aid has adopted the Participatory Market System
Development (PMSD) approach in its inclusive market development
programming over the last year or so. It has reinforced the focus of its
market work on various value chains like milk, chilli, maize, tea, and
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vegetables with 5,000 smallholder farmers/producers, 60% of whom are
women.
Christian Aid Bangladesh believes that women are the key to end
poverty and therefore it places a focus on empowering women and
girls. To this end, it has focused its gender work on gender
mainstreaming over the last year.
It has invested time in building the capacity of programme staff, and
has continued to provide formal and informal access to justice to
women and men through engagement with BLAST (Bangladesh Legal
Aid and Services Trust) and local human rights organisation Nagorik
Uddyog.
Through partnership with Research Development Collective (RDC),
Christian Aid has continued its work with the plain land indigenous
communities. It is still supporting the secretariat of Parliamentary Caucus
on Indigenous People's Rights in Bangladesh which is a platform that
advocates for the rights of indigenous people. Through this support they
have built linkages with policy makers in Bangladesh.
Work on social inclusion has also broadened with the implementation
of various programmes on Dalit rights. Alongside Nagorik Uddyog,
Christian Aid has
trained
Human
Rights
Defenders
to
ensure that the
Dalit
communities
in
Bangladesh have
access to their
rights
and entitlements.
The
DHRDs are also
ensuring that the
victims of any kind
of
violence,
based
on
caste and gender, are provided with legal aid and counselling thus
ensuring access to justice for these communities.
Christian Aid
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Bronze Eco-Church Award
In December 2016 Park United Reformed Church received a Bronze Eco
Church Award which recognises the commitment made by the church
in addressing the issues of climate change and care for the
environment.
All aspects of church life are assessed for the award from our worship to
our buildings, from our care of the church grounds to our support of
Fairtrade - this award recognises a wide range of actions that we have
taken over the past six years to reduce our carbon footprint, since our
previous Eco congregation Award.
The church will now be working towards achieving a Silver Award and
amongst the aims for 2017 the church plans to reduce water
consumption
by
updating
our
toilet
facilities
and a
phased replacement of low energy lighting with LED technology, which
will reduce electricity consumption further. In the church grounds we
are looking to install a water butt to save using tap water to water the
plants.
Finally, we are encouraging all members of the church to complete
their own Environmental Lifestyle Audit, a useful check to see how
much impact each of us is having on the planet. To have a go at this,
simply
visit
the
Eco-Church
website
page:
ecochurch.arocha.org.uk/resources/ slide down this page and you will
see a host of helpful booklets and information!

Lent Study
Our Lent Study is based on ‘The Theory of Everything’ – will begin with a
showing of the film on 27th February from 7.30pm in the Lounge at Park
United Reformed Church. The study is then over five weeks from 6th
March until 3rd April.
Once again, our house groups will be invited to take turns in leading
the sessions. The study book are available in church, we have arranged
a discount with Christian bookshop Quench, which means that each
book costs just £4.99
Rob Weston
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Welcomers and Stewards
The role of Welcomers and Stewards is carried out every Sunday
morning by a diligent number of our members, many of whom have
done this for more years than they remember.
This is a vital and important role in our Sunday morning worship, in
welcoming and greeting everyone who comes to the service. It is of
particular importance when someone has never attended Park Church
before. Any visitor may well feel apprehensive in new surroundings and
feel out of their comfort zone.
The Welcomers and Stewards make sure that the person is made to feel
at home and comfortable, is aware where the facilities are, invite them
to tea and coffee after the service and resolve any problems they
have.
January has seen a change in some of our Welcomers and Stewards.
First of all I wish to thank Maureen Plummer for all she has done in both
these roles. She has always carried them out faithfully each Sunday
and has also stood in, in an emergency without notice. Maureen feels
it is time for someone else to have a go, we are indebted to Maureen
for all she has done for Park Church in various roles over many years.
Thank you Maureen!
The new Welcomers are Anya Alderslade and Christine Alderslade. Our
new Steward is Solaya Wambua. I would like to welcome and thank all
three of them for taking on these duties.
This is evidence of the good fellowship we have together at Park
Church in that there is always someone in our membership willing to
take on new roles which contribute to the running of our Church.
Robert.

page 17

Church Contacts
Minister:
Rev Robert Weston

office:
e-mail:

0118 926 5003
minister@parkurc.org.uk

e-mail:

churchsecretary@parkurc.org.uk

e-mail:

centremanager@parkurc.org.uk

Church Secretary:
Roger Clark
Centre Manager:
Julie Cameron
Magazine Editor:
Rod King

e-mail: editor@parkurc.org.uk

Church Website:

www.parkurc.org.uk

Our church website is updated regularly and has details of the many
activities of the Church. You will also find some of the charities that we
support, with links to even more helpful websites.
Facebook: www.facebook.com/ParkURC?ref=aymt_homepage_panel
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Regular Activities at Park
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

10.30 am
3.00 pm
3.45 pm
6.30 pm
7:00 pm
Various
9.30 am
5.15 pm
6.45 pm
7.30 pm
Various
10:00 am
10.30 am
1.00 pm
2.15 pm
2:00 pm
7:30 pm
7.30 pm
7.30 pm
8.15 pm
Various
9.00 am
9:30 am
10.00 am
12.00 pm
2.00 pm
5.00 pm
7.00 pm
Various
9;45 am
10.30 am
2.00 pm
2.00 pm
2:00 pm
5:30 pm
5.30 pm
7.15 pm
7.30 pm
Various
9.45 am
6.30pm
9.00 am
9.30am
10.00
4.00pm

Worship
Young people’s groups & Crèche facilities
Holy Communion (1st Sunday)
Messy Church (1st Sunday of the Month)
Newlife Celebration Tamil Church
Ignite Coffee & Cakes (in term-time)
Ignite Worship(in term-time)
Read Dance & Theatre College
Park Mother & Toddlers Group
Beaver Scouts
Cub Scouts
Housegroup
Read Dance & Theatre College
Happy Feet Footcare (every 6 weeks)
Fitness Pilates
Cranberry College (Sept-Mar term time)
Friendship Club
Reading U3A Yoga (every 2 weeks)
Earley Folk Dancing
Badminton Club (Sept – March)
Housegroup
Aldbrickham Clog & Dance Group
Read Dance & Theatre College
Morning Prayers
Embroiderers’ Guild (monthly)
Park 60+ Exercise (12 noon seated session)
Reading Lunchtime Choir
Reading Macular Society (bi-monthly)
Beavers
Scouts
Read Dance & Theatre College
Tuneful Tales
Reading MenCap
U3A Madrigal Society (every 2 weeks)
Active Living Tai Chi
Reading Abbey Trefoil Group (4th Thurs of month)
Brownies
Rainbows
Guides
Housegroup
Read Dance & Theatre College
Zumba Fitness Class
Pilots
The Allenova Ballet School
Reading Seventh Day Adventist Community
Group
Parenthesis Choir
Reading Community Gospel Choir
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