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Minister’s Letter
7 High Tree Drive, Earley, Reading RG6 1EU
Dear Friends,
This is my final Minister’s letter for the Park URC
magazine, as I have accepted a call to serve as the
next Minister of Tavistock United Reformed Church,
in Devon.
As you may be aware, this calling has been discerned after months of
prayer and reflection; as Suzy and I also feel called to set up a Retreat
Centre and small campsite near to Tavistock. We are excited by the
challenge ahead but sorry to leave our good friends in Reading; you
are all most welcome to come and visit, when we have found our new
home!
Inevitably, as we give thanks to God for the past 14 years of ministry
here at Park URC, I have been looking back through the records for this
amazing fellowship. I recall saying once that Park URC was one of the
largest in our denomination, well it continues to be in the top 5% in
terms of members, regular worshippers and young people. Only one
other church in the Wessex Synod has more young people (between 0 25 years old) connected with the life of the fellowship. That figure
includes all those in our SALT groups, Messy Church, Toddler Group,
Scouts and Guides - all of whom are an integral part of our church life.
Over the past 14 years, it has been my joy and privilege to welcome 76
people into church membership and to baptise 46 people, 6 of them
by full immersion. Incredibly, I have led morning worship over 650 times, I
have been part of the team leading Ignite Evening worship over 200
times. Along with other services at Sutton Court and Lakeside Care
Home, this means I have sung around 5000 worship songs/hymns.
It has been a real joy to serve God alongside wonderful elders and I’m
delighted that over the years the average age of the eldership has
dropped, so I am no longer the youngest on the eldership. In total, I
have shared leadership with 32 elders and I know that the church will
be in very capable hands during the vacancy.
It has been an honour and privilege to work with three Church
Secretaries (Dave Jones, Jenny Jones, Roger Clark) each of whom has
served our fellowship with their own unique blend of gifts. I shall always
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treasure the advice and support I have received and my family has
received over the years.
Over the past fourteen years, we have made a number of repairs to our
buildings and some major improvements, the most significant being the
redevelopment of the David’s Hall, kitchen and scout rooms. Together
we have raised (and spent) £1.9 million on running the church and
developing our premises. Sincere thanks go to: all who have managed
our finances, especially Alistair Knox, all who have given generously and
all who have helped with fundraising in any form.
There are a number of roles in which I have served the wider church
including Wessex Synod World Church group, URC Youth and Children’s
Work, URC Mission Council, URC General Assembly, URC Safeguarding
Reference Group, Wessex Synod Mission Development group, Wessex
Synod Mission & Outreach Committee, Wessex Synod Executive, URC
Environmental Task Group.
Within the local area I have served as Convener of Churches Together
in Earley and East Reading and as Trustee and Chair of REinspired, our
schools’ work project. Making a positive difference locally and beyond,
I believe is an important aspect of all ministry, contributing to the missio
Dei (mission of God) wherever and whenever possible.
As we all face a number of uncertainties and new challenges, let us all
be strengthened by the assurance that God is with us, Jesus is our
Saviour and by the power of the Holy Spirit, God will continue to guide
us and encourage us. Once again, an enormous thank you for joining
with me, a pilgrim on the journey with Christ, over the past fourteen
years!
‘I am convinced that nothing… will be able to separate us from the
love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord’ Romans 8:39
Yours in Christ,
Robert
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Secretary’s Letter
Dear Friends,
This, I think is my first Secretary’s
Letter. I am well aware that over
the past few weeks Robert has
been going through a lot of
“Lasts”. His Last Ignite Service, his
last Healing Service, his last CTEER
meeting. etc etc. I am sure there
are many more to go.
At each of these people have
shown their appreciation for all
that Robert has given over the
last 14 years. 14 years in some
respects seems such a long time
but it only seems a few weeks
ago that Robert arrived at Park with Suzy and their young family,
Andrew, Toby and Amy in tow.
The family now have all grown up, Andrew is now working for the Civil
Service and planning to marry next year. Toby has just finished University
and after a time of increasing his funds will be off to travel round the
world. Amy is off to Aberystwyth University in September.
Robert’s own family have grown, so has the larger family at Park. Over
the last 14 years under Robert’s guidance, care and love we too have
grown and developed. When I say developed, it is both in the spiritual
side and also the buildings.
Over the years we have re-roofed
part of the church, the halls, the
large hall and in a major project
added a new kitchen and
renewed David’s hall.
Rob’s green credentials have
encouraged us to replace our old
gas boilers with wood chip burning
boilers and add Solar panels to the
roof as well. Plus many, many more smaller projects.
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Robert has been behind the Ignite Services on a Sunday evening, Messy
Church services one a month, Lent bible studies based on various
movies. I know that each of us have our own stories and our own
memories of what Robert has meant to us and how much he will be
missed.
If I tried to record even half of the things over the last 14 years this
edition of the magazine would be very thick indeed and I would still
probably forget something.
The next few months will be and interesting challenge both for Robert
and Suzie for their new venture together developing a retreat centre
and Robert’s new ministry at Tavistock URC.

We too as a fellowship will have the interesting challenge of working
together through the vacancy and of find someone to follow Robert. I
want to take this opportunity of saying a big “Thank you” to Robert and
all the Weston family. They have been such an integral part of our lives
for the last 14 years. We will miss you all.
To Robert, our love will always go with you and may God Bless
everything you do.
Roger
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All Quiet on the Weston Front
Sadly by the time the magazine appears it will be only a week away
from when our minister, Robert Weston takes his final service at Park and
then the heading will become a reality.
As far as I can ascertain Rob is the first
minister at park for over 60 years who
has
not
gone
onto
retirement
(assuming one does not count setting
up a retreat centre as a kind of semiretirement!)
We have had the great privilege of
Rob’s ministry and his supportive family
with us since his ordination and
induction in 2003 until the present time.
Although there was a falling away of a
few members at the beginning , which
often happens when churches experience change, in recent years
membership has grown and we have a very thriving church now.
Rob departed from previous styles of ministry by not always wearing a
dog-collar or preaching from the pulpit, preferring to walk backwards
and forwards across the front , mimicking his favourite comedian,
Michael McIntyre!
Having come to Park with the overall approval of church meeting,
some of our young people were reported to have given their seal of
approval to by describing him as “cool”!
Rob has been very ably supported by Suzy and the family during his
ministry, whilst Suzy herself has led and undertaken many other activities
within the church.
During the last 14 years of Rob’s ministry activities have flourished and
increased in many areas. These have included new ventures such as
Ignite Services, Pilots, Youth work, Toddler group, Messy Church, Alpha
courses, Lent Studies, Lakeside care home services and REinspired. The
introduction of a centre manager has meant an increase in the number
of bookings to use the church premises.
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Rob has also led groups to Zambia and South Africa, and gone on a
brief exchange of ministry to The USA. All these trips have served to
enrich the life of the church and experience of members.
With declining attendances at churches generally we can proudly say
our fellowship has been thriving and long before the advent of “Peston
on Sunday” on TV we can boast of having had “Weston on Sunday”
long before this!
Finally I recall a minister at a previous church I attended telling of a time
when he was a visiting preacher at another church, where on the pulpit
lectern there was brass plate containing a message to the person
preaching. It quoted scripture saying, “Sir we would see Jesus”.
I feel that no such message has been necessary during Rob’s ministry
for Jesus has been much in evidence.
Bob Dewing

Property Maintenance News
Most of the maintenance work in in the past month has been in the
gardens, the bed of petunias have survived the hot weather and the
roses have been blooming well too. We thank Charles Woods for his
on-going care of all our shrubs, roses and flower beds.
Two bird boxes have been added to the church gardens and a water
butt will be connected soon in the church gardens. The skylights above
the Large Hall have been painted and given uPVC sills to help them last
another 30 years, we thank Phil Dray for his work on our premises.
We thank our cleaners, Lorraine and Matilda, who have kept on top of
all our cleaning needs and ensure the premises are ready for the many
different groups who use our facilities week by week. During August
when the cleaners are away, some of our elders will be filling the gap,
we thank them for filling the gap!
Robert Weston
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Family News
In June we welcomed four people into
church membership, Becky Jemmott with
Rebecca Bullard on the 4th June and Karen
McDonald with Sarah Jenkins on the 18th June.
Bev and Mike Warden have had their daughter, Kathryn visiting them
from the USA for e special time together.
Some of our young people have been taking exams during May and
June including Solaya and Amy, and Samantha who completed her
degree.
Peggy and Albert Molineaux had spent time in hospital before moving
into Pembroke Lodge care Home in Alexandra Road, where they are
now beginning to settle in.
We have remembered those who have lost loved ones, especially
Roger Clark whose mother died on 1st June with her funeral taking
place on 15th June. Dulcie Sims’ brother-in-law, Phil sadly passed away
on 14th June.
We prayed for the families and friends of those who died in the tower
block tragedy in Kensington as well as those made homeless and all
those affected by the impact of that event.
We pray for all those recovering from or receiving treatment, including
John Wise, Julie Cameron, Sylvia Wise, Alastair Clark, Peter Dewing
(Bob’s brother), Pat Fuller and Thelma Butler.
On the anniversary of the death of the MP, Jo Cox, we joined the
events across the country with a picnic, “The Great Get Together”, held
in Palmer Park on 18th June.
Bob Dewing
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Fundraising this year
Whilst our development project is completed we still have a small loan
of £10,000 per year, to repay to the Wessex Synod. We hope that you’ll
be able to support some of these events, which will help raise funds and
give us opportunity to share fellowship together.




9th Sept ......................... Ride and Stride sponsored event
23rd Sept ...................... Harvest supper and barn dance
25th Nov ........................ Christmas Fair

Details of each event will be given out in the notices and displayed on
posters in the church halls.
Fundraising team

Nuclear Ban Treaty Briefing
For as long as nuclear weapons remain in existence there is a danger
they might be used, either by accident, by miscalculation or as a
deliberate action.
Even a limited nuclear exchange
would cause death, destruction and
contamination on a massive scale,
leading to humanitarian disasters and
refugee crises.
But there is hope. In 2017 the vast
majority of the world’s nations are
working together to agree a Nuclear
Ban Treaty. A large number of states
are expected to sign the treaty, and
once it has been ratified by 40 nations
it will enter into force.
Joint Public Issues Team United Reformed Church
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Visiting Preachers during Vacancy
Here is the updated list from July to October and you will see that it has
grown.


16th July ....................... Rev Alan Holmes



23rd July ....................... Keith Whyte



30th July ....................... Phebe Mann & David Wong



6th August.................... Roger Clark



13th August ................. Nomad House Group



20th August ................. Michael Penny



27th August ................. Vickie 1st Stop



3rd September ............ Rev Gordon Connell



10th September .......... Rev John Lee



17th September .......... Elizabeth Knox



24th September .......... Simon King



1st October ................. Rev Ray Stanyon



8th October................. Friday House Group



15th October .............. John Honeybourne



22nd October ............. Robert Dimmick



29th October .............. Phebe Mann & David Wong

There are now only a few slots left for the rest of this year. However,
there are still plenty of slots left for next year.
If you feel you could lead or take part in Morning Worship during the
vacancy then please speak to Roger Clark.
Julia Marsh
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…and a good time was had by all! – Church Camp
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Baptism of Karen McDonald
Great to see all Karen’s family at her baptism on 18th June - Rob’s last
baptism by immersion before leaving Park URC.

Just Around the Corner - Fun Day
Just to let you know that JAC are running our annual fun day at our
centre:
Rehoboth, Forest Road, Wokingham, Berkshire, RG40 5QY on Saturday
8th July 11:00 - 4:00 pm
Free entry but there will be a charge for some activities.
There will be pony rides, a bouncy castle, football cage, decorating
horse shoes, games, a BBQ, and raffle and more....
This event is an amazing fun day for the family, promotes the work of
our charity and also raises much needed funds. Please come and
support us and have fun at the same time!
Mireille Haviland
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30th Reading Brownies
Bright and early, at 7:15am on 10th June, the Brownies were eagerly
waiting at Reading station, ready to begin their journey to Foxlease. We
safely boarded the train and got settled in our seats after some
interesting looks from the public! (There were about 150 Brownies on our
train, from various parts of the country!) Once we arrived at
Brockenhurst station we were transported by coach to Foxlease Guide
Centre in Lyndhurst.
The event was called ‘Magic and Mayhem’,
and the magic began in the Big Top. During the
afternoon, the girls entered different zones and
had the opportunity to experience lots of
different activities, including circus skills,
climbing, zorbing, archery, inflatables, dance
and mini golf.
The evening came and the Brownies danced
the night away in the Big Top, finishing off with a
group dance that they had all learned earlier in
the day. The disco came to a close and it was time to get ready for
bed – an interesting experience for all!! Eventually all the girls were
settled on the floor of the Big Top in their sleeping bags ready for story
time. The thought of hundreds of Brownies sleeping in Big Top filled the
leaders
with
dread
–
surprisingly, however, the
girls were fairly quiet and I
think we all managed to get
a bit of sleep.
Everyone awoke bright and
early to the sound of the
birds
and
ready
for
breakfast.
One
Brownie
woke up particularly excited
as it was her birthday! Esme
enjoyed opening a few
presents and cards during
breakfast, not to mention
wearing a special birthday crown. Before leaving for the train, the girls
all had the chance to clamber across the traverse wall, trying to be the
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one to make it the furthest around the wall. We’ve got some pretty
good climbers!

After that, we gathered our things together and made our way to the
station, safely boarded the train and headed back home. As we
approached Reading, we were greeted by a sea of parents waiting
excitedly on the platform. The girls certainly had plenty to tell them.
They had a ‘magical’ weekend!
Heather

UN Nuclear Weapon Ban Negotiations
Over 130 countries are continuing negotiations to outlaw nuclear
weapons entirely.
A second round of meetings began in New York on 15 June to draft a
Nuclear Weapon Ban Treaty. If approved, this treaty would make it
illegal to "develop, produce, manufacture or otherwise acquire", to use
nuclear weapons. The ban treaty is strongly supported by, among
others, the International Committee of the Red Cross/Red Crescent, the
World Medical Association, the World Council of Churches and the
Vatican.
"It is a tragedy and we believe a gross failure of duty, that the UK
Government will take no part in these meetings, despite pleas and
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lobbing for months in advance of the meetings", said Philip Austin of the
Network of Christian Peace Organisations. "The permanent members of
the UN Security Council, including the UK, have a responsibility to move
the world beyond fear."
Negotiations have been boycotted by all existing nuclear weapons
states, as well as many countries which have nuclear weapons located
on their soil. In a joint statement the UK and USA argued that existing
treaties provide a framework for disarmament, but other countries have
moved ahead with the talks because they have not seen 'good faith'
efforts by nuclear states to disarm.
In a joint statement, the Methodists, Baptists, United Reformed Church,
Church of Scotland and Quakers said: "We believe that the possession
and threat of use of nuclear weapons is a sin against God and
humanity. We repent of our complacency in allowing this state of affairs
to continue for so long … We affirm that the trillions of dollars being
squandered on these weapons are, in the words of President Dwight D
Eisenhower, 'a theft from those who hunger and are not fed, those who
are cold and are not clothed'."
A nuclear weapon ban would mirror the existing bans on other
inhumane weapons systems, such as biological and chemical
weapons. Negotiations are covering not just the outlawing of nuclear
weapons, but also how to monitor and verify compliance. International
bans and treaties of this kind have had huge moral and legal
significance in creating peace in our world.
Pope Francis, in his message to the March gathering which started the
process stated "the ultimate goal of the total elimination of nuclear
weapons becomes both a challenge and a moral and humanitarian
imperative. A concrete approach should promote a reflection on an
ethics of peace and multilateral and cooperative security that goes
beyond fear and isolationism in many debates today."
URC Peace Fellowship
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Rainbows
The Rainbows have had a busy term working towards a badge called
‘Boomps-a-Daisy’. The resources for the badge are based on the old
music hall song and have been devised by Girlguiding South West
England.
There are five sections
to the badge and
Rainbows
have
to
complete at least one
activity
from
each
section in order to be
awarded the whole
badge. The intention is
that
the
girls
will
participate in a range
of activities centred
around
adventure,
social action, tradition,
creativity, food and
fun. With this in mind we have decorated cakes with daisies, learnt
some new games and decorated hats for a special occasion.
An evening on the beach proved difficult to arrange but we managed
to get the sand brought to us so that we could all spend a fun evening
in the church garden making sand sculptures – even if most of them did
end up as volcanoes! In the next few weeks we are planning to make
armpit fudge (yes, you really do mix the ingredients together and
squeeze them underneath the arms!), learn the ‘Boomps-a-Daisy’ song,
organise a sports evening and finally end the term with a tea party. Our
daisy badge will then be complete!
By the end of term nine new Rainbows will have made their Promise, so
we have also spent some time thinking about the words of the Promise
and reminding ourselves of what they mean.
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If you happen to be at Park early on a Thursday evening you will see
that we are lucky enough to have a thriving Rainbow unit. However, we
are at the moment short of volunteers to help run the group.
So, if you feel that you would be able to help us at all, even if only on
an occasional or flexible basis, please do get in touch with me.
Jenny

The Christian Aid Week 2017
As you will remember the appeal this year
was to help the thousands of refugee
families who are fleeing the devastation
caused by war in the Middle East.
I am pleased to let you know that with your generous support the funds
raised through the local house-to- house collection and gifts given in
Church amounted to £1092.12. With the addition of Gift Aid with some
donations the total is £1224. A really splendid result!
Of course it is not simply the money, although important, it is bringing
the plight of refugees to others and letting them know that we care.
So thank you from Christian Aid to those who volunteered and those
who contributed at Park Church..
Chris Gayford

Letters
I would like to thank all the congregation of Park Church for all their
prayers, flowers and cards while I have been ill.
Sylvia Wise
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Principles of Justice at a Time of Political Expediency
This is the time of year when we at the Joint Public Issues Team at the
United Reformed Church begin to put together our workplan for next
year. As we do so, we are all too aware of how difficult it can be to
anticipate what will be happening, even a few months ahead, in the
current political climate.
If you had told us at the beginning of the year, that before the end of
June, we would have been through a General Election and that the
current Government would have lost its overall majority and be
exploring a potential partnership with the D.U.P. we might have been
forgiven for being more than a little sceptical.
It is clear that in the months ahead, both with Brexit negotiations
moving forward, and the somewhat precarious situation for our
Government, that the regular media channels will be dominated by the
“politics” of these issues. Whether we are talking about welfare
provision, social policy, immigration or even overseas aid, it is all too
easy for these things to be presented as simply matters of political
expediency, or indeed be overlooked altogether – and indeed for
those who hold Parliamentary office to be similarly inclined.
In the light of this, it seems more important than ever that there are
voices that will speak for the principles of justice, right and truth, that
any civilised society loses sight of at its peril.
As a JPIT team we remain committed to helping our churches speak
with clarity, understanding and consistency on these issues, whatever
political realities confront us.
Joint Public Issues Team United Reformed Church
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Cadbury Dairy Milk & Fairtrade
We have some news to share. From next month, you’ll no longer see the
FAIRTRADE Mark on the front of Cadbury Dairy Milk bars, hot chocolate
and Buttons.
This is because Cadbury’s parent company, Mondelēz International,
have decided to roll out their own sustainable sourcing programme
called Cocoa Life across all Cadbury products. This is so they can
safeguard their supply chain by taking complete responsibility for the
sustainability of the cocoa they buy.
The difference between Cocoa Life and the FAIRTRADE Mark
The Cocoa Life programme isn’t an independent farmer-owned system
like the one behind the FAIRTRADE Mark. Instead, Mondelēz work
directly with cocoa farming communities to develop action plans that
tackle challenges such as climate change, improving cocoa quality
and making cocoa farming a more attractive profession for young
people.
Instead of the Fairtrade Minimum Price and the Fairtrade Premium,
Mondelēz pays farmers the market price for their cocoa and then a
loyalty payment on top to boost their incomes.
They also invest in projects that address the challenges identified by
community action plans, which farmers create and deliver with
Mondelēz.
Fairtrade’s involvement with Cocoa Life
Here at the Fairtrade Foundation we’ve been working with Mondelēz
for many months to make sure Fairtrade farmers have been properly
consulted on the Cocoa Life programme, and that they will receive at
least the same value as they have under Fairtrade certification. As part
of its development we have been able to make sure farmers’ views
have been heard and they have told us they fully support it.
Five times as much Cadbury chocolate will be sourced on sustainable
terms through Cocoa Life than was Fairtrade certified. Mondelēz have
committed to continue buying the same volumes of Fairtrade certified
sugar as they do now.
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The Fairtrade Foundation exists to represent and protect farmers’
interests, and we see it as our responsibility to ensure that this continues
to be the case.
That’s why we’ve worked with Mondelēz on developing Cocoa Life and
will continue to help them monitor it to ensure it truly benefits cocoa
farmers and will publish an annual report on how we think that’s going.
Our work with Mondelēz on their Cocoa Life programme is indicated by
the Fairtrade Foundation’s name appearing on the back of packs.
Jonathan Smith, Fairtrade Foundation

Synod Retreat Weekend
Synod Retreat Weekend for all members and ministers in Wessex Synod
27-29 October 2017 at Old Alresford Place. To be led by Revd Howard
Sharp.
Title: Christlikeness - the challenge for Christians today. Looking at
events in the life of Jesus to see their implications for living as Christians
today.
Cost: £140 per person. Full board from Friday evening meal to Sunday
tea. (Bursaries available in case of financial difficulty. CME funding
available for Ministers).
Come and enjoy a relaxed weekend (in a very comfortable venue, set
in 5 acres of grounds near Winchester). Further details from Ruth Heine,
Wessex Synod Office, 023 8067 8570
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Church Contacts
Minister:
Rev Robert Weston

e-mail:

minister@parkurc.org.uk

Church Secretary:
Roger Clark

e-mail:

churchsecretary@parkurc.org.uk

e-mail:

centremanager@parkurc.org.uk

Rod King

e-mail:

editor@parkurc.org.uk

Church Website:

www.parkurc.org.uk

Centre Manager:
Julie Cameron
Magazine Editor:

Our church website is updated regularly and has details of the many
activities of the Church. You will also find some of the charities that we
support, with links to even more helpful websites.
Facebook: www.facebook.com/ParkURC?ref=aymt_homepage_panel
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Regular Activities at Park
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

10.30 am
3.00 pm
3.45 pm
6.30 pm
7:00 pm
Various
9.30 am
5.15 pm
6.45 pm
7.30 pm
Various
10:00 am
10.30 am
1.00 pm
2.15 pm
2:00 pm
7:30 pm
7.30 pm
7.30 pm
8.15 pm
Various
9.00 am
9:30 am
10.00 am
12.00 pm
2.00 pm
5.00 pm
7.00 pm
Various
9;45 am
10.30 am
2.00 pm
2.00 pm
2:00 pm
5:30 pm
5.30 pm
7.15 pm
7.30 pm
Various
9.45 am
6.30pm
9.00 am
9.30am
10.00
4.00pm

Worship
Young people’s groups & Crèche facilities
Holy Communion (1st Sunday)
Messy Church (1st Sunday of the Month)
Newlife Celebration Tamil Church
Ignite Coffee & Cakes (in term-time)
Ignite Worship(in term-time)
Read Dance & Theatre College
Park Mother & Toddlers Group
Beaver Scouts
Cub Scouts
Housegroup
Read Dance & Theatre College
Happy Feet Footcare (every 6 weeks)
Fitness Pilates
Cranberry College (Sept-Mar term time)
Friendship Club
Reading U3A Yoga (every 2 weeks)
Earley Folk Dancing
Badminton Club (Sept – March)
Housegroup
Aldbrickham Clog & Dance Group
Read Dance & Theatre College
Morning Prayers
Embroiderers’ Guild (monthly)
Park 60+ Exercise (12 noon seated session)
Reading Lunchtime Choir
Reading Macular Society (bi-monthly)
Beavers
Scouts
Read Dance & Theatre College
Tuneful Tales
Reading MenCap
U3A Madrigal Society (every 2 weeks)
Active Living Tai Chi
Reading Abbey Trefoil Group (4th Thurs of month)
Brownies
Rainbows
Guides
Housegroup
Read Dance & Theatre College
Zumba Fitness Class
Pilots
The Allenova Ballet School
Reading Seventh Day Adventist Community
Group
Parenthesis Choir
Reading Community Gospel Choir
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