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Minister’s Letter
7 High Tree Drive, Earley, Reading RG6 1EU
Dear Friends,
Lent is the period of forty days leading up to Easter,
a time for us to prepare for the Easter celebration of
new life. Once again, as the seasons change from
winter to spring, I find myself reflecting on the
changing seasons of life.
Maybe it’s the realization that enjoying life is all about embracing the
changes of different stages of life. When we are young we often care
little about the past and we are impatient about change. As we get
older the years seem to pass more quickly and we are amazed at all
the changes around us.
During Lent we have an opportunity to value both the past and the
future, we have an opportunity to reflect on the good times we have
experienced and to plan for the good times we have yet to celebrate.
Traditionally a time to give up something we enjoy, we can use
abstinence to help focus on what is really important.
There are many ways of helping others around us, stopping to notice
the needs of others, getting in touch with someone we’ve not seen for
a while, making an effort to volunteer our time… I’ve found a useful
email (or text) tool from ‘40acts’ which makes a suggestion for each
day of Lent.
Of course, Lent should also be about our own spiritual journey – taking
time out for Bible study, such as our Lent study is one way to be
refreshed. Another approach might be to spend ten or fifteen minutes
in quiet reflection, you could use the gospels as a starting point before
being still.
If fifteen minutes seems a bit daunting, just start with five minutes! If you
prefer to express prayers through art, why not get a pad and some
paints ready for your prayer time?
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During Lent we are welcoming a new church member, Amy Weston,
who will be baptized by immersion on 2nd April. Amy has been part of
the fellowship here at Park for the majority of her life and has valued
the support of so many people. Recently Amy became a synod
representative on the URC Youth Executive, which sees her getting
more involved in youth work across the UK. Amy is also completing her
A-levels this summer and planning to study Zoology at university.
Also on April 9th we will be welcoming back Hannah and Josh Thomas,
when they bring their baby Isla Jessica to be dedicated. This will be a
wonderful family celebration and a ‘bring and share’ lunch is being
organised for that lunchtime.
Our monthly ‘Songs of Praise’ services at Lakeside Care Home continue
to be appreciated. We have a number of regulars who attend each
time and there is a great sense of fellowship. Please continue to support
our services with your prayers and do join us if you can on Wednesday
afternoons at 2.30pm.
I would like to give a special mention to Bob and Thelma Butler who
celebrated their 60th wedding anniversary on 20th February having
been married at Park Congregational Church in 1957. Congratulations
to Bob and Thelma, how wonderful that they have been able to
celebrate this special occasion.
Earlier in the year we marked the special 60th anniversary of Dulcie
Sims’ membership at Park URC. It is wonderful to have so many
generations of people in our fellowship, from babies to great
grandparents!
As we go through Lent this year, may we reflect on our spiritual journeys
and give thanks to God for the highs and the lows. As we discern God’s
call on our lives, may we be open to new challenges and opportunities
- for Christ gives us an example of self-sacrificial love that does not seek
high status but seeks to serve and be served, to love and be loved.
Finally, my thanks to all who support others in our fellowship through
visits, phone calls, emails, texts and prayers - your deep love and care is
appreciated by so many.
Yours in Christ,
Robert
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Family News
World Thinking Day has been celebrated across
the globe this past week and we pray for youth
work here and in other nations.
This is Fairtrade Fortnight and we pray for those who help produce
goods each day for consumption many miles away, giving thanks for
the progress made by the Fairtrade Foundation in giving fairer deals.
The Youth Assembly of the URC took place near Tamworth at the end
of January with Amy and Andrew Weston attending form Park
We rejoice with our Friendship Club as they celebrated their 66th
Anniversary on 7th February, when they were joined by a local choir.
Congratulations
have been sent to Bob & Thelma Butler who
celebrated their 60th wedding anniversary on Monday 20th February.
We have remembered in our prayers all those who have mourned the
loss of loved ones recently including Sally Street whose mother died on
25th January, with her funeral taking place on 16th February.
We also heard of the death of Margaret Alder, a long time adherent of
Park Church and neighbour of Eileen Day, who died on 5th February;
her funeral will take place at Reading Crematorium on March 3rd at
12.45.pm.
We also remembered in our prayers the family of Tim Lancaster after
the death of his grandfather on 4th February.
Alastair Clark had major surgery on 10th February and is now home
recovering well. We also remember those recovering from or receiving
treatment, including Dulcie Simms, Hilary Campbell, Sylvia Wise, Pat
Fuller, Thelma Butler and Peter Dewing ( Bob’s brother).
Bob Dewing
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Letters
My dear friends
A heartfelt thank you for all your prayers during my
long illness. Those of you who were in church on Christmas Morning will
know that I am completely restored - in fact, I am spiritually stronger
than ever.
It is such a joy to feel like Elizabeth again, Rejoice with me and thank
God for answered prayer.
With love to you all,
Elizabeth Knox
Dear friends,
Thank you very much for all your prayers, cards and messages of
support since my Mum’s passing on the 25th January.
We thank God for her release from Alzheimer’s and we know that she is
now at peace.
The family would also like to thank Reverend John Lee for leading the
service at Basingstoke Crematorium with words of comfort and
reassurance.
God bless
Sally & Paul Street
When you have your name down for a particular rota e.g. ‘welcomers’
or ‘stewards’ and you realise you cannot be around that Sunday
please check the lists and see if you are able to swap with someone to
get your post covered.
This saves a lot of running around ‘on the day’ finding people to cover
especially when unknown. Obviously there are times when an
emergency illness may prevent you from covering your role, but this
should be in the minority of occasions.
Many thanks
Gaye Rees
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Calling all Gardeners!
Plant Sale on Saturday 13th May
This has become something of an annual event.
Now that Spring time is upon us we would like you
to start planting for the sale. The success of this
event has been due to the efforts of those who
have provided plenty of plants.
Flowering plants and vegetables are all needed.
As an experiment this year the sale will take place in the grounds
alongside Park Church. There will also be the usual selection of cakes &
refreshments.
We hope that we get as good response this year as we have in the
past.
Thanks to all,
Yvette & Chris

Visiting Preachers for 2017
The following visiting preachers will be leading our worship during the
dates listed below:


12th March: Robert Dimmick



23rd July: Keith Whyte



30th July: Roger Clark



6th August: Phebe Mann & David Wong



26th November: Rev Clare Downing (who is our guest preacher
for our 110th anniversary year)
Julia Marsh
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Fairtrade Fortnight
This will be taking place from 27th February and on the Sundays there
will be a Traidcraft stall to support.
If you want any goods ordered e.g. Easter Eggs or specialist items Gaye
can obtain for you at any time. If you need to contact her the
telephone number is 0118 9340907
Gaye

Reverse Advent Calendar
I challenged our congregation to embrace the advent calendar idea,
with tremendous results - a renewed sense of purpose, in what we
collected to give away and in the increase in prayer life.
It really was very worthwhile and led to a marvellous haul of things
shared between the "One can trust" food bank at High Wycombe and
the Whitechapel Mission.
Grateful if you could let Carrie know that the seeds that she planted
have borne fruit and pass on our thanks.
Neville Trout

Latest Study Module
In February I attended my MA module at Northern College in
Manchester. This module is entitled ‘Jesus & Mission in the Shadow of
Empire’ and it examined ideology, civilisation and economics, through
a conversation between the first and twenty-first centuries, in order to
raise questions about the nature of mission today.
I found the week to be both stimulating and exhausting - the
information about life in the first century was particularly fascinating as
it shed new light on my understanding of words like ‘household’ and
‘family’ which had very different meaning in Roman times.
This understanding will impact the way we interpret the gospels and the
letters of the New Testament.
Rob Weston
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Property Maintenance News
The working party has continued along the corridor
to David’s Hall painting the walls and the skirting
boards. Our thanks to all involved, there is still some
finishing off to be done, but already it looks much
improved.
The major project which is ongoing is the replacement of the old urinal
in the gents’ toilet with a modern system which is waterless. In addition
to the environmental benefits, we have calculated that we will save
around £500 per year in water charges. The work of removal and
replastering took place in half term and Phil Dray will be back to fit the
tiling and the new urinals in the next few weeks.
The Finance and General Purposes committee has also investigated
the replacement of low energy fluorescent lighting with LED lighting,
which consumes even less energy. The first of these has been installed
in the link corridor, with others to follow.
In the gardens, the bulbs are popping up and the wallflowers will soon
be in bloom. We thank Charles Woods for his ongoing care of all our
shrubs and flower beds.

Lent Study
Our Lent Study is based on ‘The Theory of
Everything’ – we are meeting from 7.30pm in the
Lounge at Park United Reformed Church. The
study is over five weeks from 6th March until 3rd
April.
Once again, our house groups will be invited to
take turns in leading the sessions. The study book
are available in church, we have arranged a
discount with Christian bookshop Quench, which
means that each book costs just £4.99
Rob Weston

Fundraising this Year
Whilst our development project is completed we still have a small loan
of £10,000 per year, to repay to the Wessex Synod. At the church
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meeting the following activities were confirmed. We hope that you’ll be
able to support some of these events, which will help raise funds and
give us opportunity to share fellowship together. Thank you to all who
supported and arranged our Burns’ Supper in January, when we all
learnt a little more about Rabbie Burns! Thank you to all who supported
and organised our first ever ‘Family Bingo and evening meal’ at the
end of February. Coming up this year we have:







25th March
6th May
9th July
9th Sept
23rd Sept
25th Nov

Evening meal and quiz
Coffee morning & plant sale in David’s Hall
Gift Day and Church Lunch
Ride and Stride sponsored event
Harvest supper and barn dance
Christmas Fair

Details of each event will be given out in the notices and displayed on
posters in the church halls. All of the events are being held at Park URC
including the ‘Coffee morning and plant sale’.
Fundraising team

The Big Sing, Oxford
John Bell – the hymn writer and broadcaster from the Iona Community
– will be leading a Big Sing at Wesley Memorial Church, Oxford on
Saturday 25 March, 7.30 – 9.30 pm.
This will be an inspiring opportunity to sing some wonderful songs in
harmony – though no particular singing expertise is needed. Tickets are
£7.50 (£5.00 for students and under 18s), and are available from
www.ticketsoxford.com or on the door.
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Reading University - Annual Great Debate
Are Autonomous Electric Cars The Future Of Personal Transport?
Date: 15 March 2017 Time: 19:00 Location: Palmer Building, Whiteknights
Campus Join this annual Great Debate, led by the University of
Reading and Engineering Institutions of the Thames Valley to discuss
whether autonomous electric cars are the future of personal transport.
The event will consist of four short talks by experts in the field followed
by an opportunity for the audience to ask questions of a panel formed
by the speakers and to offer their own views. The four talks will cover:








The challenges of moving to electric cars – what are the drivers
for this and what are the issues that will arise in making a
successful transition.
Electric cars - a review of progress in the field and future
direction. What are the key issues and how are they being
addressed.
Autonomous cars – a review of progress in the field and future
direction. What are the key issues and how are they being
addressed.
Legal, legislative and ethical issues – there has been a fair bit of
debate about ethical issues and it is likely that these will in part
drive changes to the legislative framework to allow autonomous
cars to be used widely.

Each talk will last 12 minutes with approximately an hour available for
the audience participation. Admission is free

Advance Notice: Synod Quiet Day
Synod Quiet Day for all members and ministers in Wessex Synod
Wednesday 21 June 2017 at Crowe Hill Methodist Church and Retreat
Centre, Ringwood, BH24 3DQ. To be led by Mike and Louise Shrubsole.
There will be one walk before lunch and one in the afternoon and quiet
environmental activities for those who can’t manage the walking / wet
weather alternative.
Cost for the day is £14 which includes a cream tea!
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Advance Notice: Walk of Witness
On Friday 14th April starting at 10.30am at Our Lady of Peace, and
ending at 12.15am at St Andrew’s, finishing with a soup and bread
lunch.
Come along and join us.

Wessex and South Western Synods’ Big Day Out
Saturday 1st July 2017.
The Burgate School, Fordingbridge, Hants. SP6 1EZ
“The Big Day Out” will be a fun, celebration day out for all members,
friends, and young people from all of the churches in the Wessex and
South Western Synods. Put the date – Saturday 1st July 2017 – in your
diary now! Here is a brief overview of what is being planned. Further
news will follow, at roughly monthly intervals, giving more details as they
are finalised.
The Venue – The Burgate School in Fordingbridge
This secondary Academy for young people aged 11-18 has a wide
range of modern facilities and buildings set in beautiful green space.
The whole site is on a single level, so there will be no stairs to climb, and
there will be plenty of room for everyone and for all the activities being
planned.
The Theme – “Feasts and Festivals”
In line with the URC’s national theme for 2017, our theme will be “Feasts
and Festivals”.
What will be happening?
There are a whole range of activities being planned for the Day, with
something interesting for you and for everyone. You can choose which
activities you take part in, which exhibitions you would like to visit, or
simply sit down quietly and chat to other people there, from churches
all over the Wessex and South Western Synods.
Big Day Out Organising Committee
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Bronze Eco-Church Award
In December 2016 Park United Reformed Church received a Bronze
Eco Church Award which recognises the commitment made by the
church in addressing the issues of climate change and care for the
environment. All aspects of church life are assessed for the award from
our worship to our buildings, from our care of the church grounds to our
support of Fairtrade - this award recognises a wide range of actions
that we have taken over the past six years to reduce our carbon
footprint, since our previous Eco congregation Award.
The church is now working towards achieving a Silver Award and
amongst the aims for 2017 we aim to reduce water consumption by
updating our toilet facilities. A phased replacement of low energy
lighting with LED technology, should further reduce electricity
consumption. In the church grounds we are looking to install a water
butt to save using tap water to water the plants.
Everyone can be involved because we are encouraging all members
of the church to complete their own Environmental Lifestyle Audit, a
useful check to see how much impact each of us makes on the planet.
To have a go at this, simply visit the Eco-Church website page:
ecochurch.arocha.org.uk/resources/ slide down this page and you will
see a host of helpful booklets and information!
Rob Weston

Lent Resources
40acts is the generosity challenge for Lent, created by UK Christian
charity, Stewardship. For seven years, 40acts has asked a question:
what if Lent could be about more than just giving stuff up? What if it
could be a time of radical generosity as well as spiritual discipline?
Over the years, 40acts has become a movement of over 100,000
people on a mission to impact their communities with generosity –
during Lent and beyond.
Visit https://40acts.org.uk/ to find out more and sign up this Lent.
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Advance Notice: Synod Retreat Weekend
Synod Retreat Weekend for all members and ministers in Wessex Synod
27-29 October 2017 at Old Alresford Place. To be led by Revd Howard
Sharp.
Title: Christlikeness - the challenge for Christians today. Looking at
events in the life of Jesus to see their implications for living as Christians
today.
Cost: £140 per person. Full board from Friday evening meal to Sunday
tea. (Bursaries available in case of financial difficulty. CME funding
available for Ministers).
Come and enjoy a relaxed weekend (in a very comfortable venue, set
in 5 acres of grounds near Winchester). Further details from Ruth Heine,
Wessex Synod Office, 023 8067 8570

Is it I, Lord? Ministry Enquirers’ Day
Saturday 18 March 2017 10am – 4pm at Luther King House, Rusholme,
Manchester.
Explore opportunities for service through the United Reformed Church




Ask the questions that are on your mind and heart
Hear from people engaged in a variety of lay and ordained
ministries
Listen for the voice of God as we worship and pray together

For full details contact: Vivienne Williams : 020 7916 8649 E:
vivienne.williams@urc.org.uk

Spring Concert 2017
Join the University of Reading Chorus and Orchestra for their annual
Spring Concert. Featuring Elgar Enigma Variations and Rossini Petite
Messe Solennelle, this is a concert not to be missed. Conductors: Paul
Cox and Patrick Barrett Tickets: £10/ £6 concessions
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Christian Aid at Park Church
This is to thank everyone for the support given by Park Church to the
Christian Aid Christmas Appeal for the Refugees in the Democratic
Republic of Congo. The result was a magnificent £999 when the
additional income from Gift Aid is added.
I am sure that there can be no better thanks than to know that this
money will be set to the very best purposes of helping to relieve the
enormous hardships of these generally kind and generous people in this
part of Africa.
Thank you for your response to this appeal,
Chris

Stories for Change - Bangladesh
The lives of thousands of children who drown in Bangladesh every year
could be saved by encouraging people to put aside superstitions that
view the deaths as “God’s will”, a study has found. Drownings have
become the leading cause of death in children under the age of 18,
numbering around 18,000 a year since 2005, yet such deaths are
preventable, according to researchers from the Centre for Injury
Prevention and Research Bangladesh(CIPRB).
A project, launched by The Royal National Lifeboat Institution (RNLI)
and the George Institute for Global Health, in Sydney, is seeking to
challenge these traditional ideas and inform the country’s first
nationwide drowning-prevention strategy.
The first part of the four-year project has been a household survey
aimed at providing a detailed picture of drowning deaths, to identify
where the worst problems are and where the most effort is needed.
Despite drowning being flagged as the leading killer of children
between the ages of one and 18 as far back as 2005, little has been
done nationwide to tackle it. In 2015, the education ministry issued a
circular calling for swimming to be taught in all educational institutions,
but this is yet to make a dent in the number of deaths, due to a lack of
training facilities.
Bangladesh is made up of 80% floodplain: water is everywhere, swelling
rivers, filling ponds, ditches and deep wells. At least one deep pond sits
next to each house which are used for bathing, fishing and swimming.
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They are rarely fenced off. Forty-three per cent of drownings in children
under five in Bangladesh happen in ponds, and 80% occur within 20m
of the home.
It was a pond that three years ago took the life of eight-year-old Limon.
His parents, rice farmers from Khanpura village, urged him to learn to
swim but he was reluctant and fearful. It was harvest time when he
died, a busy time for the family. His mother, Shahanas Ackter, 28, had
asked him to bathe at the standpipe, but, instead he went to the pond
behind the house, one of three deep ponds around their property, to
play.
When she went to look for him, she found only his slippers on the steps
next to the water.
Ackter and her husband, Habibur Rahman, 43, are afraid of losing their
second son, Yasin, four, who has nearly drowned three times in his short
life. They feel helpless, they said, but are thinking about putting a fence
around their house and, when he is old enough, teaching him to swim.
The survey has found that in 97% of drownings in Barisal, no one in the
area had cardiopulmonary resuscitation training. Many locals believe
that if anyone tries CPR and fails to save the life of a person, they are to
blame for the death. A number of drowning prevention projects,
already piloted by the CIPRB, have seen good results.
For example, a community creche to supervise young children while
their mothers do the household chores has reduced the drowning risk of
those participating by 82%. Another project, to teach older children to
swim, has reduced the chance of drowning by 90%.
The CIPRB and the RNLI, which will spend the next few months analysing
the data from the Bhasa survey, are keen to develop a strategy based
on a bottom-up response to the epidemic. They hope to be in a
position to begin implementing prevention measures in June.
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URC Holiday Forum 2017
We would like to invite you to join us in Swanwick in August for the URC
Holiday Forum 2017 on the theme of ‘Follow my Leader’.
If there are financial reasons why you may not be able to attend then
please get in touch with us as we have our own bursary fund available
to assist and we may be aware of other funding options. You will note
that we have made some price amendments to encourage
attendance from families.
If you have any queries on this then please contact Alison Foxwell, the
Bookings Secretary by email at bookings@urcholidayforum.org.uk or
phone her on 01444 416466.
The Theme Leader this year is Rev Alistair Smeaton, who is a minister in
the URC’s West Cumbria Network. The Worship leader is another Forum
regular with his family, Rev Tony Lee and music will be led by Cathryn
Rogers who has grown up attending Forum for a long time, throughout
her formative years and beyond.
I hope that you may consider booking for what promises to be another
exciting and thought provoking year. For those who would like more
information this can be obtained from the web site at:
http://www.urcholidayforum.org.uk.
The cost is for full board, breakfast, lunch and dinner are generous
meals. Morning coffee and afternoon tea are included and there is a
well-stocked gift shop and a bar.
I hope that you may also consider encouraging your synod and church
members to attend. For more information please click on the links
below for a booking form.
Holiday Forum is a safe environment where and in which those from
very old to very young can enjoy themselves in beautiful surroundings
and in each other’s company whilst learning more about their faith.
Please see me for more information.
Gaye

An Invitation!
We would like to invite you to a service of dedication for Isla Jessica
Thomas on Sunday 9th April.
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There will be a bring and share lunch after the service, and if you would
like to come then we would appreciate it if you could confirm by
signing the sign-up sheet (see Helen or Tony Durrant) so we know how
many people will be coming and what food you will be bringing (so we
don't end up with hundreds of sausage rolls and nothing else!).
We hope to see you there!
Josh, Hannah and Isla Thomas

Women’s World Day of Prayer
This year the Women’s World Day of Prayer will be taking place at Our
Lady of Peace Church at 2.30pm on 3rd March with refreshments to
follow.
It is always special to know that this same service which this year has
been prepared by those from the Philippines will be repeated in many
countries on the same day. The Philippines is a very poor country and
yet it is vibrant in the material that will be used in this service.
This ecumenical service has been held locally for many years and is not
just for ladies – men will be very welcome!
This year the leader will be Revd. Elizabeth (Libby) Newman from St
Nicolas Church. We look forward to seeing you and hope you will
support this service.

The Monkey
One day the zoo-keeper noticed that a monkey was reading two
books - the Bible and Darwin's The Origin of Species. In surprise he asked
the monkey, "Why are you reading both those books"?
"Well," said the monkey, "I just wanted to know if I was my brother's
keeper or my keeper's brother."
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Unlimited Love (Matthew 5:38-48)
I would like to write about Matthew 5:38 – 48, on a very challenging
topic of “Unlimited love”. In v39 it says “Turn the other cheek”, you must
be joking! In v44 it says “Love your enemies!” So what about justice?
“Pray for your persecutors!” No way! I would like to invite you to learn
with me what Jesus has commanded us to do.
Be a peacemaker - Turn the other cheek (v39)
Let’s look at Matthew 5:39, Jesus commanded us not to resist an
evildoer, “if anyone strikes you on the right cheek, turn the other cheek
as well.” Here Jesus is talking about revenge, not self-preservation. Jesus
is not asking us to be passive or weak; He is asking us not to be
vindictive. Jesus wants us to answer the question, if my wicked brother /
sister does something evil to me, how may I respond with only “good” in
return?
I think all of you must have heard about Malala. She is the youngest
recipient of the Nobel Peace Prize, a spokesperson for girls’ education.
She was shot in the head by the Taliban for her efforts to promote
education for girls in Pakistan. Malala stood up for her rights and that of
other girls in a peaceful way.
Let us think about what does “turning the other cheek” mean! It does
not mean that we should tolerate injustice. It does not mean that we
stand by and watch while an innocent person being attacked. It does
not encourage our children to be beaten up by bullies. It does not
mean that we allow burglars to burgle our home, murderers to kill our
loved ones. It definitely does not mean that terrorists can do whatever
they like, to kill and destroy. We should protect ourselves, family, and
victims of injustice and abuse.
We have to understand what Jesus was saying is: When someone insults
you, do not seek revenge. When someone attacks you, you must avoid
retaliation and personal revenge! Let the judges deal with justice! Let
God deal with retaliation! (Matthew 5:9) Blessed are the peacemakers
for they shall be called children of God.
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Love your enemies (v44)
Let us move on to v44. What does it mean by “Love your enemies”?
Perhaps we should start with analysing ourselves. If someone strikes me,
I should ask myself whether I have harmed them in the past, or whether
they have mental illness and whether I should offer amends rather than
hitting them back. And if someone steals from me I should ask whether
they are hungry because of financial difficulties or drugs problem, and
whether they need any help rather than condemning them.
It is true that some people hate you, not because you have done
anything wrong. It may be because you are more popular, or you are
cleverer, or you can work more efficiently. It may be because they
want to manipulate you to do the things they want you to do, or they
are jealous of your success. They treat you as “enemy”! But if you do
not treat them as “enemies”, the whole perspective will change.
Abraham Lincoln once said that he destroyed his enemies by loving
them, so they were not his “enemies” anymore.
It is hard to love your enemies. It is difficult to love those people who
seek to defeat you. It is extremely demanding to love those people
who say evil things about you, who do evil things to you.
Hanneke Coates had been tortured and humiliated in the Japanese
concentration camps in Jakarta during the period 1942-1945, when she
was only a little girl. Hanneke said, “I thought I had forgiven my
Japanese captors, and yet was always aware of the hairs rising, in the
nape of my neck when I heard a Japanese voice.” For thirty or more
years, Hanneke could not love her “enemies”, she had no peace in her
heart whenever she met any Japanese.
Yet the Lord has moved her heart one day, her church was devoted to
help the Japanese tsunami victims, she gave sacrificially and prayed
for them; I was weeping when I read her testimony. What makes
Hanneke love her enemies and prayed for those who persecuted her?
Just like what Jesus did, Hanneke forgave the Japanese who had
stolen her childhood. We seldom have the chance to hear about
stories of unsung heroes like Hanneke. (If you are interested to know
more about Hanneke and other heroes, go to the Forgiveness Project
website)
When we endeavour to love without limits, we are becoming more and
more “like” Jesus.
Pray for your persecutors (v44)
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Archbishop Desmond Tutu says, “You should never hate yourself for
hating others who do terrible things: the depth of your love is shown by
the extent of your anger.” We hate the terrible things they have done
but we love the persons who have done such terrible things.
How do we pray for those who purposefully use and abuse us? The very
first thing would be “forgiveness”- that we forgive our persecutors for
what they have done to us. We pray that the Lord will give us a
forgiving heart. We pray for them that God will forgive them for their
wrongdoings. The perfect example is that Jesus prayed on the cross for
His persecutors, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they
are doing.” (Luke 23:34) We are not condemning our persecutors. We
pray that they may know Jesus and become a follower of Jesus. We
pray that they will repent and have eternal life.
(1 Cor 13:4-8) Unlimited love is to be patient, kind, not envy, not boast,
not proud, not rude, not self-seeking, not easily angered, keep no
record of wrongs, not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth, always
protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres, love never fails
– as the children sang earlier: “love the meanest guy”, “pray for those
who persecute you” and “love your enemies”. The challenge for us
now is to follow Jesus’ example of His Unlimited love, His perfect love,
His perfect sacrifice…
Let us respond to the challenge of Unlimited love.
Firstly, be a peacemaker be ready to turn the other cheek.
Secondly, love those who hurt you, love your enemies.
Finally, pray for those who persecute you, pray that the Lord will forgive
them and they may be saved
Dr Phebe Mann
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Church Contacts
Minister:
Rev Robert Weston

office:
e-mail:

0118 926 5003
minister@parkurc.org.uk

e-mail:

churchsecretary@parkurc.org.uk

e-mail:

centremanager@parkurc.org.uk

Rod King

e-mail:

editor@parkurc.org.uk

Church Website:

www.parkurc.org.uk

Church Secretary:
Roger Clark
Centre Manager:
Julie Cameron
Magazine Editor:

Our church website is updated regularly and has details of the many
activities of the Church. You will also find some of the charities that we
support, with links to even more helpful websites.
Facebook: www.facebook.com/ParkURC?ref=aymt_homepage_panel
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Regular Activities at Park
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

10.30 am
3.00 pm
3.45 pm
6.30 pm
7:00 pm
Various
9.30 am
5.15 pm
6.45 pm
7.30 pm
Various
10:00 am
10.30 am
1.00 pm
2.15 pm
2:00 pm
7:30 pm
7.30 pm
7.30 pm
8.15 pm
Various
9.00 am
9:30 am
10.00 am
12.00 pm
2.00 pm
5.00 pm
7.00 pm
Various
9;45 am
10.30 am
2.00 pm
2.00 pm
2:00 pm
5:30 pm
5.30 pm
7.15 pm
7.30 pm
Various
9.45 am
6.30pm
9.00 am
9.30am
10.00
4.00pm

Worship
Young people’s groups & Crèche facilities
Holy Communion (1st Sunday)
Messy Church (1st Sunday of the Month)
Newlife Celebration Tamil Church
Ignite Coffee & Cakes (in term-time)
Ignite Worship(in term-time)
Read Dance & Theatre College
Park Mother & Toddlers Group
Beaver Scouts
Cub Scouts
Housegroup
Read Dance & Theatre College
Happy Feet Footcare (every 6 weeks)
Fitness Pilates
Cranberry College (Sept-Mar term time)
Friendship Club
Reading U3A Yoga (every 2 weeks)
Earley Folk Dancing
Badminton Club (Sept – March)
Housegroup
Aldbrickham Clog & Dance Group
Read Dance & Theatre College
Morning Prayers
Embroiderers’ Guild (monthly)
Park 60+ Exercise (12 noon seated session)
Reading Lunchtime Choir
Reading Macular Society (bi-monthly)
Beavers
Scouts
Read Dance & Theatre College
Tuneful Tales
Reading MenCap
U3A Madrigal Society (every 2 weeks)
Active Living Tai Chi
Reading Abbey Trefoil Group (4th Thurs of month)
Brownies
Rainbows
Guides
Housegroup
Read Dance & Theatre College
Zumba Fitness Class
Pilots
The Allenova Ballet School
Reading Seventh Day Adventist Community
Group
Parenthesis Choir
Reading Community Gospel Choir
page 23

page 24

