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Minister’s Letter
7 High Tree Drive, Earley, Reading RG6 1EU
Dear Friends,
Many of you will have heard this news, after 14 years
at Park URC, I have received a call to serve as the
next Minister of Tavistock United Reformed Church, in
Devon. This calling has been discerned after months
of prayer and reflection; as Suzy and I feel called to
set up a Retreat Centre and small campsite near to Tavistock. This is a
huge step of faith and we both recognize that it will be hard work for
the next few months, to get everything sorted and set up.
We have already received many messages of support and we
appreciate all your kind words, it is difficult for us to leave the many
people whom we regard as close friends in Reading - but we hope you
will keep in touch and that some of you might be able to come and
visit. Tavistock is a lovely small town on the edge of Dartmoor National
Park, near the Devon/Cornwall border.
When Suzy and I met with the small congregation at Tavistock URC we
felt very welcome, with that warmth of fellowship that we have
experienced at Park URC. When the church meeting issued a
unanimous call, we both felt a very clear call to this very different, rural
ministry. The congregation is around thirty people and the pastorate is
only 30%, which means I will be developing the Retreat Centre and
Campsite for the remaining 70% of each week.
We are delighted that this move will enable us to extend our care of
animals, beyond three chickens and guinea pigs! We hope to keep
some chicken, ducks, quail, sheep, goats - some of them might be ‘rare
breeds’. With two of our children studying zoology at degree level, we
should have some experts to guide us in developing an eco-friendly
centre. Our last Sunday at Park URC will be 9th July when there will be
an enormous ‘Bring and Share lunch’, when I hope everyone will be
able to join us.
There are other people who have been discerning God’s call over the
past few months! Some have approached me about becoming
church members - including Becky Jemmott, Rebecca Bullard and
Karen McDonald. These names will all be brought to the May Church
Meeting and there may be other names to bring too! Becky has
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returned to Park having been here in her younger years and it is great
to be part of her journey of faith. Rebecca has moved from Wheatley
URC where she was involved in the church with her three children. We
hope to receive into membership Becky and Rebecca on 4th June,
which is also Pentecost Sunday, a most appropriate day!
Karen McDonald grew up in Broadstone URC near Poole, moved to
Reading to study mathematics at the University and discovered our
Ignite worship! Karen is to be baptized by immersion and received into
church membership - the date is being negotiated to enable her family
and friends to attend. It is always a great joy to welcome new members
and to be part of a growing church,
Seedlings are popping up in our gardens and all around us the trees
are beautiful shades of green; and our Plant Sale was on 6th May.
Thank you to all who came along to support this fundraising event and
all those who grew seedlings, baked cakes, blended soup, or helped in
any way! The funds raised have gone towards the development
project which has made such a difference to our halls.
The Reading Community Gospel Choir rehearse each week in our halls
and we are delighted that they have offered a concert at Park URC as
an opportunity to raise funds for our church. The event will begin at
7.00pm on Saturday 27th May. Please bring along your friends to hear
this award winning choir, I’m sure it will be a great evening. As always
there are many exciting things coming up in the next few months!
May the God of the past, the present and the future; bless our lives and
all our relationships. John 15:11 ‘I have told you this so that my joy may
be in you and that your joy may be complete. My commandment is
this: love one another just as I love you.’
Yours in Christ, Robert
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Family News
Bob Dewing
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Letters
Ruth and I wish to thank everyone at Park Church for
their letters, prayers, phone calls, flowers and enquiries
during my treatment and 2 operations for an SCC since
last December at the Churchill Hospital Oxford, and now having a 6
week course of Radiotherapy at RBH.
The support we have received from you all has been completely
overwhelming. We also thank God for his care and compassion during
this time. We put our trust in the Lord and know that He is with us at this
time in our lives.
We would also put on record that the medical care I received from all
the Staff at the Churchill and Royal Berkshire Hospitals was superb and
very caring. The same applies to all the ancillary staff on Blenheim
ward. They did everything to make my stay there a relaxed and
peaceful time. The same applies to the Kitchen staff. The food was
excellent and if the menu was not to your taste a meal was made
specially to suit. We as a Nation are very fortunate to have a Health
Service like this and we thank our Lord for his guidance, love and
support to all the Health Service Staff.
We wish God’s blessing on everyone at Park Church.
Alastair and Ruth

Spirit Songs
Spirit Songs is a musical celebration of the Fruit of the Spirit as described
by Paul in Galatians 5. Each song reflects one of the fruits and explores
how a person can live gloriously within the Holy Spirit, transforming their
life and others.
Saturday 20th May 6.30 pm St Andrew’s United Reformed Church admission free
Pictures, stories, dance, poetry and a variety of musical styles all come
together in this beautiful musical presented by The Life and Mission
Choir
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Christian Aid Week: May 14th to 20st 2017
This is the week when thousands of people pray and raise money for
Christian Aid’s work around the world. The focus this year is on refugees
from Middle Eastern Countries, such as Syria, Afghanistan and Yemen
who are constantly in our news.
Christian Aid began just after the Second World War, to help refugees
displaced across Europe by war, and it continues to help people who
have to flee their homes. When it was founded this country was
suffering from its own hardships of war but still the response was positive
and people gave what money they had and welcomed strangers to
our shores for they understood their plight.
Now we live in a relatively more prosperous country and the same call
is made for us to respond to those in need. Today Christian Aid provides
food and shelter for those who have had to leave their homes, essential
specialist services for people with disabilities and support for those who
have experienced violence, even torture. Christian Aid has been a rock
for those in need and far from home.
Remember the vast majority of refugees from the Middle East wish to
go home when the violence stops. Most often stay in camps in
countries closest to their borders, such Lebanon or Turkey. These are not
rich countries and Christian Aid also does what it can to support the
people who run the camps there.
At Park Church we will be doing the usual house-to-house collection
and there will be collection envelopes in church for those who want to
give this year. The money raised makes up a substantial proportion of
Christian Aid’s annual income, so it is an important event.
We have a small, but dwindling, team of helpers who are willing to call
on people in their homes locally and it is important to welcome some
more volunteers. It you feel able to join us, please speak to me.
I look forward to working with you during this Christian Aid Week.
Chris Gayford
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Property Maintenance News
The major project in
competed - the tiling
completed and the
place. We have also
the flush mechanisms
replaced, we will see
water consumption.

the gents’ toilet is now
on the walls and floor is
waterless urinals are in
discovered that one of
was faulty and with this
a dramatic reduction in

The Finance and General Purposes committee has had the cherry tree
inspected and a local tree surgeon has confirmed that the roots of the
cherry tree are not likely to cause any issues with the foundations of the
church - we will need to keep an eye on the block paving which may
be affected by the cherry tree roots in the longer term.
In the gardens, the bulbs have popped up and the wallflowers looked
great - this bed will be replanted later this month. The rose bed has had
a new layer of wood bark mulch applied and the rose plants are
looking healthy. We thank Charles Woods for his on-going care of all
our shrubs and flower beds.
Robert Weston

Visiting Preachers during Vacancy
I have been asked to try to find preachers from 16th July 2017 to the
end of 2018 to lead Morning Worship during the vacancy. If this is
something you feel you could do or would like to take part in then
please speak to Roger Clark. So far I have booked the following
people from July to October:







16th July: Rev Alan Holmes
23rd July: Keith Whyte
30th July: Phebe Mann & David Wong
6th August: Roger Clark
20th August: Michael Penny
22nd October: Robert Dimmick
Thank you, Julia Marsh
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Fundraising this year
Whilst our development project is completed we still have a small loan
of £10,000 per year, to repay to the Wessex Synod. At the church
meeting the following activities were confirmed. We hope that you’ll be
able to support some of these events, which will help raise funds and
give us opportunity to share fellowship together.
Coming up this year we have:
6th May

Lunch/refreshments and plant sale in David’s Hall

27th May

Reading Community Gospel Choir, at Park URC

9th July

Gift Day and Church Lunch

9th Sept

Ride and Stride sponsored event

23rd Sept

Harvest supper and barn dance

25th Nov

Christmas Fair

Details of each event will be given out in the notices and displayed on
posters in the church halls. All of the events are being held at Park URC
including the ‘Refreshments and plant sale’.
The Reading Community Gospel Choir have kindly offered to organise
a concert evening on Saturday 27th May, all proceeds will be towards
Park URC to support the development of our premises.
Fundraising team

Rail Pastors
Rail Pastors are still urgently needed to patrol Reading West and
Twyford Stations and be available for vulnerable people for a couple of
hours during the day and early evening.
If you are interested in knowing more about this amazing ministry,
please contact Sally Leonard, Coordinator, on 07970 710080 or email
reading@streetpastors.org.uk
Reading Christian Network news
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Wessex and South Western Synods’ Big Day Out
Latest News - Saturday 1st July 2017. The Burgate School, Fordingbridge,
Hants. SP6 1EZ 10.00am - 4.00pm
‘The Big Day Out’ will be a fun, celebration day out for all members,
friends, and young people from all of the churches in the Wessex and
South Western Synods. Put the date – Saturday 1st July 2017 – in your
diary now! Here is a brief overview of what is being planned. Starting at
10am with closing worship for everyone from 3-4pm.
The Venue – The Burgate School in Fordingbridge - This secondary
Academy for young people aged 11-18 has a wide range of modern
facilities and buildings set in beautiful green space. The whole site is on
a single level, so there will be no stairs to climb, and there will be plenty
of room for everyone and for all the activities being planned.
The Theme – “Feasts and Festivals” - In line with the URC’s national
theme for 2017, our theme will be “Feasts and Festivals”.
What will be happening? - There are a whole range of activities have
been planned for the Day, with something interesting for you and for
everyone. You can choose which activities you take part in, which
exhibitions you would like to visit, or simply sit down quietly and chat to
other people there, from churches all over the Wessex and South
Western Synods. Includes: craft activities, flag making, drama, street
dance, Godly Play, bread making, talks, seminars and discussion based
workshops, exhibitions, live music, sports and games.
Tickets are now available and we need to book soon! - The cost of an
inclusive ticket (coach and entrance for the day) is £18 for each adult
and £12 for each child (aged 5-16). If you wish to make your own way,
the entrance ticket only is £8 for adults and £4 for children. We can
arrange a minibus for those who would like to travel by minibus, which
will be much cheaper than a coach - please let us know when you put
your name on the signup sheet.
Enala Bhebhe & Roger Clark

Eco-Church Award
Everyone can be involved because we are encouraging all members
of the church to complete their own Environmental Lifestyle Audit, a
useful check to see how much impact each of us makes on the planet.
To have a go at this, simply visit the Eco-Church website page:
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ecochurch.arocha.org.uk/resources/ slide down this page and you will
see a host of helpful booklets and information!
At the March Wessex Synod meeting, I heard that Wheatley URC (near
Oxford) has also recently achieved the Bronze Award and Thatcham
URC has also installed waterless urinals as part of their environmental
work.
Rob Weston

Let’s Talk
‘Let’s Talk’ is a brand new mental health resource from the Methodist
Church to be used with children and young people. It's a series of short
films aimed at encouraging conversations about key mental health
topics that raise awareness, understanding and communication about
these issues, helping to break down stigmas and encourage young
people to access support.
Each film creatively touches on a subject and is intended as a
conversation starter. There are free education packs for each of the
films containing resources that can equip people to continue the
conversation.
Here is the link to the Let’s Talk website: www.phase-hitchin.org/#letstalk
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Synod Quiet Day - limited places
Synod Quiet Day for all members and ministers in Wessex Synod
Wednesday 21 June 2017 at Crowe Hill Methodist Church and Retreat
Centre, Ringwood, BH24 3DQ. To be led by Mike and Louise Shrubsole.
There will be one walk before lunch and one in the afternoon. There
will be quiet environmental activities for those who can’t manage the
walking / wet weather alternative. Cost for the day is £14 which
includes a cream tea!
Further details from Ruth Heine, Wessex Synod Office, 023 8067 8570
Ruth Heine

Advance notice: Synod Retreat Weekend
Synod Retreat Weekend for all members and ministers in Wessex Synod
27-29 October 2017 at Old Alresford Place. To be led by Revd Howard
Sharp.
Title: Christlikeness - the challenge for Christians today. Looking at
events in the life of Jesus to see their implications for living as Christians
today.
Cost: £140 per person. Full board from Friday evening meal to Sunday
tea. (Bursaries available in case of financial difficulty. CME funding
available for Ministers).
Come and enjoy a relaxed weekend (in a very comfortable venue, set
in 5 acres of grounds near Winchester). Further details from Ruth Heine,
Wessex Synod Office, 023 8067 8570
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Creation Care
Why, as Christians, do we care about creation? How do we ground
creation care in our spiritual life? And how does creation care fit as part
of our churches’ wider mission?
This event includes:





Short presentations of different theological perspectives on
creation care.
An introduction (Oxford) or practical workshops (Reading)
exploring ways of prayer, pilgrimage and Sabbath that can
enrich & deepen our love of God and care for God’s creation
Time to work together, using new research on climate
communication, on a key question: How do we communicate
clearly the Christian message on climate? How do we show
that it’s relevant to our churches’ wider mission?

Two options (one half day, one full day):
Saturday 29 April 2017 – 10:00 am to 1:00 pm (half day) St Michael at
the Northgate, Parish Room, Cornmarket, Oxford OX1 3EY
Saturday 6 May 2017 – 10:00 am to 4:00 pm (full day version) St
Laurence Church, Reading, RG1 1DA Free – All welcome – Registration
essential.
To register, go to www.earthingfaith.org or www.ccow.org.uk or ring
01235 851763

Prayer Pastors
Prayer pastors needed to support Reading Street Pastors - on a Friday
and/or Saturday Night at Greyfriars Centre.
If you would like to be part of this initiative, then contact Sally Leonard
on mobile 07970 710080 or at reading@streetpastors.org.uk
Reading Christian Network news
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Stories for Change - Bangladesh
It would be easy to assume that Morsheda Begum had given up
imagining that things would get better in her life. Born in northern
Bangladesh, Morsheda was just eight years old when she was married.
She now lives alone. With no assets and four children to care for,
Morsheda was forced to make a daily three-hour journey to the fields
where she earned as little as 74 pence a day harvesting chillis, or
digging and carrying earth from the river.
Over the years Morsheda has been flooded out of her home several
times. Living on a char (islands created by the constantly moving
coastlines of Bangladesh) means that life is precarious. Owing to an
everchanging climate and natural tides, communities are faced with
the constant threat of flooding. Once, when the floods came,
Morsheda bundled up her then young daughter in a cooking pot and
floated her down the river to safety. Each time her home flooded, she
was reliant on her neighbours for sanctuary.
Christian Aid first visited Morsheda in 2015. Back then she lived with the
constant threat of flooding. ‘I get scared here when there is heavy rain
and a strong wind. When the river rises, I get frightened’, she told us.
‘This house is very low. If I could raise my house, then I would feel much
safer living here with my children. I feel very scared of the river. When I
look at it I think ‘it is coming’, It reminds me of everything that has
happened. I am hopeful. I am confident that one day I can change
my life. I know how to survive the disasters. I have what I need for the
difficult days, but I am hopeful that there will be better days.’
In the summer of 2015, just weeks after they first met Morsheda, her
home was once again flooded. As before, she and her children were
offered shelter by her neighbour, but they lived without any sense of
safety for their futures. With support from partner GUK, Morsheda’s
home was moved to higher ground. After the move, the land on which
her old home stood was submerged under river water when the next
floods came. Morsheda rebuilt her home with help from the
community. She and her family also now have a latrine and have been
supported with livestock. When asked by our partner how it feels to be
safe, Morsheda said: ‘Last year when you came to my house we were
knee deep in water. Today, despite the flooding, we are standing in a
dry place. Last time I had to take shelter in my neighbour’s house. Now I
am much safer’.
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Stories For Change - Central America
Christian Aid’s Central America programme covers Guatemala, El
Salvador, Honduras and Nicaragua. They work with around 22 partner
organisations, from community-based groups to larger organisations
operating across the region and beyond. Local partners include
indigenous communities, small farmers’ associations, development
organisations, research institutions and faith-based organisations.
Central America is characterised by high levels of inequality in the
social, political, economic and cultural spheres. State institutions are
fragile, and many cases of corruption go unpunished. Furthermore,
institutional and government organisations have been used to
strengthen networks that favour the illicit enrichment of political and
business groups, with politicians, civil servants and parts of the private
sector colluding to institutionalise tax evasion and corruption. This has all
had a significant impact on poverty, perpetuating levels of exploitation
and minimising the successful delivery of basic services to the poor.
As such, Christian Aid believes that the promotion of transparency in
State, as well as private institutions is paramount to the eradication of
poverty. Central America urgently needs an enabling environment for
an active civil society space, that holds government institutions and
others to account for their activities and transactions, and is able to
campaign and advocate for the needs of the poor. Inequalities must
be reduced in Central America if sustainable, long term development is
to become a reality for all members of society.
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The Link Visiting Scheme
The Link Visiting Scheme is a charity serving all of Wokingham Borough.
We support older people who are struggling with loneliness and
isolation and we do this mostly through one to one visiting.
We have 250 older people we support each week with a little over 260
volunteers. We also run a host of activities and parties too including
lunch for anyone on their own on Christmas Day.
We have a strong Christian ethos that underpins all that we do. We
seek to partner with churches for a number of reasons:





we are both trying to help those in our community that are
marginalised
we look to churches for volunteers to visit those in your parish
we value your prayers
we rely on your financial contribution however big or small

On May 18th in Wokingham Town Hall at 12.30pm we have a forum for
anyone interested in the work we do, the people we support and our
future plans. Older people will be contributing and we aim for it to last
no more than an hour.
We would love to see you there and a light lunch will be provided.
Please do come and meet us and let’s see if we can work together in
the future. Please do RSVP if you can come.
RSVP by 12th May to The Link Visiting Scheme office Tel: 0118 979 8019
Email: admin@linkvisiting.org
Marjie Walker Manager
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Elder’s Prayer
We thank you for all the beauty of the world around
us, for the changing seasons, and for the love and
fellowship of family and friends.
We thank you for the young people in our fellowship,
may they grow up feeling that they are surrounded
by your love.
We pray for the members of the uniformed
organisations and their dedicated and hard-working leaders. They are
such an important part of our church community. These young people
will carry through their lives many happy days spent hear learning new
skills and sharing experiences as a team. Bless them Lord and give them
joy.
Be with those in our fellowship who are undergoing difficulties at this
time, those who are ill and rely on others to care for them, and those
who are themselves carers and living with the stresses that this brings.
Bless them Lord and hold them in your loving arms. Father we pray for
those people in countries where there is conflict all around them ,
where they are constantly in danger of injury or death, and many are
homeless and starving.
We ask you to care for the Christians who cannot worship openly, but
have to be secretive for fear of their lives.
We pray for those who suffer oppressive and cruel governments around
the world, led by people who show little care or compassion for their
people, and by corruption rob them of resources that could change
their lives.
We pray also for those affected by recent atrocities in London and
Paris. Be with those close to the victims and give them strength to cope
with their grief.
Let us pray for the life of this church, we ask that you will enrich our
worship and that you presence and power may be seen in everything
we say and do together.
Ruth Clark
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Church Contacts
Minister:
Rev Robert Weston

office:

0118 926 5003
0118 966 8647
e-mail: minister@parkurc.org.uk
home:

Church Secretary:
Roger Clark

phone:
e-mail:

0118 935 2324
churchsecretary@parkurc.org.uk

e-mail:

centremanager@parkurc.org.uk

Rod King

e-mail:

editor@parkurc.org.uk

Church Website:

www.parkurc.org.uk

Centre Manager:
Julie Cameron
Magazine Editor:

Our church website is updated regularly and has details of the many
activities of the Church. You will also find some of the charities that we
support, with links to even more helpful websites.
Facebook: www.facebook.com/ParkURC?ref=aymt_homepage_panel
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Regular Activities at Park
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

10.30 am
3.00 pm
3.45 pm
6.30 pm
7:00 pm
Various
9.30 am
5.15 pm
6.45 pm
7.30 pm
Various
10:00 am
10.30 am
1.00 pm
2.15 pm
2:00 pm
7:30 pm
7.30 pm
7.30 pm
8.15 pm
Various
9.00 am
9:30 am
10.00 am
12.00 pm
2.00 pm
5.00 pm
7.00 pm
Various
9;45 am
10.30 am
2.00 pm
2.00 pm
2:00 pm
5:30 pm
5.30 pm
7.15 pm
7.30 pm
Various
9.45 am
6.30pm
9.00 am
9.30am
10.00
4.00pm

Worship
Young people’s groups & Crèche facilities
Holy Communion (1st Sunday)
Messy Church (1st Sunday of the Month)
Newlife Celebration Tamil Church
Ignite Coffee & Cakes (in term-time)
Ignite Worship(in term-time)
Read Dance & Theatre College
Park Mother & Toddlers Group
Beaver Scouts
Cub Scouts
Housegroup
Read Dance & Theatre College
Happy Feet Footcare (every 6 weeks)
Fitness Pilates
Cranberry College (Sept-Mar term time)
Friendship Club
Reading U3A Yoga (every 2 weeks)
Earley Folk Dancing
Badminton Club (Sept – March)
Housegroup
Aldbrickham Clog & Dance Group
Read Dance & Theatre College
Morning Prayers
Embroiderers’ Guild (monthly)
Park 60+ Exercise (12 noon seated session)
Reading Lunchtime Choir
Reading Macular Society (bi-monthly)
Beavers
Scouts
Read Dance & Theatre College
Tuneful Tales
Reading MenCap
U3A Madrigal Society (every 2 weeks)
Active Living Tai Chi
Reading Abbey Trefoil Group (4th Thurs of month)
Brownies
Rainbows
Guides
Housegroup
Read Dance & Theatre College
Zumba Fitness Class
Pilots
The Allenova Ballet School
Reading Seventh Day Adventist Community
Group
Parenthesis Choir
Reading Community Gospel Choir
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