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Secretary’s Letter
Dear Friends,
Last weekend was our Christmas Fare and on
Sunday we lit our first candle representing the
beginning of Advent. The Christmas season has now begun this was
proven by the number of Christmas jumpers worn on Saturday. The fare
was a very enjoyable and successful day. Lots of people came in to
enjoy all the stalls and the food available in the café.
We were able to raise over £1500 which will go to help the Church
support its chosen Christmas charities. This year they are;
 Aspire2 whose aim is to be the leading enabler and funder of
extra-curricular enrichment activities to children in south Reading.
 St Mungo’s is a national charity that helps the homeless.
 M.A.F. (Mission Aviation Fellowship) is a Christian organization that
provides aviation, communications, and learning technology
services in the world's most remote areas.
Advent is also a time of preparation. This year there is probably a bit
more to prepare for in that we have an election next week. I want to
take this opportunity to pray for all candidates. It is all of our
responsibility to vote. I am certainly not trying to tell you how you should
vote. Please pray carefully and consider the policies put forward and
vote accordingly. I hope and pray that a new year will bring a greater
understanding and tolerance between people.
An update on the vacancy, at the moment we are aware that
someone is viewing our profile. Let us all hope and pray that God
continues to work through this process.
I would like to take this opportunity of wishing you a wonderful Christmas
and a prosperous and happy new year.
God Bless
Roger.
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Church Family News
We pray for those who mourn, remembering
particularly the family and friends of Ken Curtis,
who died in the early hours of yesterday morning. Ken was an Elder and
former Chairman of F&GP, who served this church faithfully for many
years. We ask for God’s blessing on Ken’s daughters Kay and Lynne at
this time.
We also continue to pray for the family of Audrey Warner, whose
funeral service was be held at Reading Crematorium on Tuesday
December 3rd at 12.00 noon.
We also pray for Geraint and Sue Thomas, following the recent death of
Geraint’s father, and for Sylvia Wise and her family, following the death
of Sylvia’s husband Geoff on Friday November 1st.
We also continue to pray for Judith and Henry Enang and their family,
following the sudden death of Henry’s sister Carolyn. Henry flew out to
Cameroon on 28th November and will be in our thoughts during the
coming weeks.
Many of you will have enjoyed the success of the Reading Community
Gospel Choir, winners of the BBC Songs of Praise Gospel Choir of the
Year Competition, which was televised last weekend. We are proud of
the Choir, who meet at Park and are part of our church family. We ask
for God’s continued blessing on them and their very special ministry in
this place.
We send our love and congratulations to Jenny Jones, who celebrates
a special birthday on Thursday December 5th.
We send our love and congratulations to Martin Smith and to Rebecca
Bullard, both of whom celebrated special birthdays on Thursday,
November 14th.
We rejoice with Robert Knox, who has announced his engagement to
Amanda, and we ask for God’s blessing on them both as they plan and
prepare for exciting times ahead.
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We also send love and good wishes to Sarah Jenkins, who has
completed the purchase of her new home and moved in on Friday 6th
December. We pray that Sarah will soon settle into her new
surroundings.
We have sent greetings this week to Martin Day, who moved to Newton
Stewart in the Scottish borders – and also to Tony and Helen Durrant,
who are finally settling into their new home near Lymington. Our prayers
are with them all.
We pray for all who are affected by ill-health, recovering from or
receiving treatment, including Alistair and Elizabeth Knox’s grandson
Eddie, who has been in hospital again recently, and Philip Knox, who
has had an operation for a broken leg.
We pray for all who are affected by ill-health, recovering from or
receiving treatment. Alan Pritchard had a fall recently and is currently in
RBH, awaiting the results of tests and assessments before a possible
move to the Radcliffe Hospital in Oxford. We send our love and prayers
to Alan and to Janet.
We continue to remember Jane and Mark Bennett, and we pray for
Olive Goodchild, Andrea Dewing, Dave and Jenny Jones, Pat Fuller,
and Hilary Campbell.
Lord, in your mercy ……. Hear our Prayer.
Carrie

Ending Homelessness, Rebuilding Lives
…more about one of our charities for the year: St Mungo’s.
St Mungo’s outreach teams go out each night to meet people who are
homeless and to help them off the streets. With 17 outreach teams they
are one of the largest providers of outreach services in the country.
Each night they offer a bed and support to more than 2,800 people
across the south and south west.
They say, ‘We believe that people can – and do – recover from the
issues that cause homelessness. We work to prevent homelessness and
support people at every step of their recovery from homelessness.’
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Letters
I would like to thank everyone for their kind
words and support after the passing of my
husband Geoffrey.
Myself and the family have been overwhelmed with the many cards
received at this sad time,
Thank you again
Sylvia Wise and Family

We would like to invite you to a service of dedication for Joel Andrew
Thomas on Sunday 22nd December at Petersfield United Reformed
Church, College Street, Petersfield, GU31 4AG at 11am.
We would love it if you could stay after the service for festive nibbles
and mulled wine.
Please RSVP on hannahkathryn92@gmail.com or 07834276149.
Parking is limited, so if you cannot park outside the church, please park
in the Festival Hall car park, approximately 5 minutes’ walk away.
Josh & Hannah Thomas
Many thanks to all those who supported my Fairtrade Stall at the
Christmas Fair and after the church service - £140 was raised.
Gaye
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Christian Aid at Christmas
This is a story about hope and an awful lot of
optimism.
Let’s start with Ranjita, a mother with children, living in India. At the start,
when Ranjita was only 9 years old, she had to go to work, doing
incredibly dirty work for long hours with very little pay. The work included
cleaning latrines, often with her bare hands. It was so filthy and
degrading that people would not have anything to do with her.
When she was older and had her family, Christian Aid helped her to
improve her life, but she had to do this mainly for herself. She was
determined that her children should have a better life than hers.
Christian Aid helped her to get a sowing machine. She worked hard
using this to mend clothes and to make new ones for people in her
community.
After 4 years she was able to rent a small home for herself and her
family, away from the terrible slums and even to send Soniya, her
youngest child, to school.
So, you see, Christian Aid, works with some of the poorest people in the
world. These people are often so disadvantaged that they are barely
able to survive. However, if they are given a helping hand, even in a
very modest way like the use of a sewing machine, they have the drive
and determination to do the best for their family.
Like Ranjita, she now has her personal dignity restored and she can hold
her head up in her local community and using her God given gifts she
can look after her family, as every parent would want to do.
What Ranjita’s story tells us is that people like her just need a ‘hand up’,
simply to get them started. They are not asking for a ‘hand out’. This
Christmas, at this time of goodwill, Christian Aid is focussing on women
in the very poorest communities, like Ranjita’s.
We know that Christmas is an expensive time for most families, so we
are asking you to donate what you can.
From 15th December, in Park Church there will be envelopes for your
gifts beside each door into the church. These can be put into the
offertory box, or, if I am there, you can give them directly to me.
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Don’t forget to add Gift Aid if you are a tax payer and this increases
your gift by another 25% and costs you nothing. These gifts will also be
part of the traditional Christmas Day collection for Christian Aid.
Thank you to all at Park Church,
Chris Gayford

Safeguarding Training
We have arranged several safeguarding training days in 2020. Here is a
quick reminder of the dates and venues. All dates: 10am – 4pm (arrivals
and registration from 9.30am). Please bring your own lunch. Tea/coffee
will be provided.







Saturday 18 January 2020 - Guildford URC, 83 Portsmouth Road,
Guildford, GU2 4BS
Saturday 7 March 2020 - Maidenhead URC, West Street,
Maidenhead, SL6 1RL
Saturday 21 March 2020 - London Street URC, Basingstoke, RG21
7NU
Saturday 2 May 2020 – Shanklin URC, High Street, Shanklin, Isle of
Wight, PO37 6LA
Saturday 9 May 2020 - Salisbury URC, 30 Fisherton Street,
Salisbury, SP2 7RG
Saturday 16 May 2020 - Avenue St Andrew’s URC, The Avenue,
Southampton, SO17 1XQ

A full day’s training for all individuals working with children, young
people and adults at risk. Also important for Ministers and Elders of the
Church. Bookings to me at the Synod Office.
Thank you.
Ruth Heine
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New REinspired Prayer Session
Recently REinspired have been in Maiden Erlegh, Reading, working with
year 9 on the theme of Prayer. This is a brand new session for us, and we
have not worked with year 9 before at that school, so it has been very
exciting.
The session starts with statement sorting cards which small groups of
students must decide whether to put under the headings, ‘yes’, ‘no’, or
‘maybe’. Examples include, ‘Praying is an experience rather than a
ritual’, ‘Prayer is not necessary as God knows everything anyway’, and
‘The Lord’s Prayer is the best payer’. This has generated some really
interesting and in depth discussion, with small group leaders dropping in
some Christian, and sometimes personal perspectives.
We have looked at passages from the Bible on how Jesus prayed,
including from John 11:41-42, ‘Father, I thank you for answering my
prayer. I know that you always answer my prayers.’ Discussion with
students on this passage discovers what Christians can learn what Jesus
is saying: that we can have a personal and intimate relationship with
God and call him Father; That we can be absolutely sure that God
answers all our prayers; and that Christians should thank God for this.
We also look at the 3 prayers Jesus prays on the cross, and the advice
he give s about prayer including not showing off when praying,
sometimes to go into a room on our own to pray, and that God doesn’t
need us to go on and on or use fancy words. REinspired then performed
a drama based on the Lord’s Prayer with one taking the part of the
pray-er and one the part of God. This has demonstrated that prayer is a
conversation – a two way dialogue where God can and will interrupt us
with his thoughts and advice. We have finished the session with open
mic questions which have been very thought provoking such as, ‘How
do you pray from the heart?’ and ‘Will your God answer the prayers of
those from other religions?’.
It’s all gone really well, and I thank God for inspiring the ideas to
prepare the session, and for being totally involved in every session as it
happens!
Carrie
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Concert in aid of Christian Community Action
Parenthesis, a local choir, is giving a short
concert at The Abbey School, on Sunday 15
December at 4.30 pm.
It will be raising money for Christian
Community Action, a local charity that
provides pre-loved furniture, emergency
kitchen and bedding packs and food supplies for people in need.
The main feature of the programme is 'The Manchester Carols'. This is a
suite of twelve melodious Christmas songs, interspersed with readings. It
really is a re-telling of the Christmas story for today’s world. And there
will be a chance for the audience to join us in a couple of familiar and
traditional carols too.
To reserve a place (£10) , please email jennyiosson@gmail.com or ring
07761074727.
Thank you for your support and prayers.
Jenny Esslemont

Lakeside Songs of Praise
The last Lakeside Songs of Praise date this year will be Wednesday 11th
December. Please join us if you can for Christmas carols from 2.30 – 3.30
pm. (Dates for 2020 to be arranged but usually fall on the second
Wednesday of the month).
The residents really enjoy our visits and it would be lovely if you feel you
could join Roger, Simon, Linda and me sometimes, especially to sit with
the residents and boost the singing. It is also wonderful to have Ruth
Clark joining us again.
If you would like to join us, please sign in at the Care Home reception
desk on arrival.
Many thanks,
Julia

page 10

Born in a stable?
The Bible actually does not tell us in what kind of shelter Jesus was
born. It does tell us that there was no room in the inn, and that he was
laid in a manager.
Looking into various translations of the Greek that these passages would
have been written in, and taking in to account the culture and
practices of the time, it may well be that Mary and Joseph were turned
away from the upper room of a guest house – a place where paying
guests were put – maybe because they didn’t realise she was about to
give birth, or maybe because the shame of her circumstances had
gone ahead of them.
However, guesthouses also had a lower room, where animals were
often kept, and where non-paying guests could shelter. So maybe this is
where Mary and Joseph stayed?
The Bible does not mention animals present but they may well have
been as a manager was there. The manger would almost definitely
have been made of stone and not wood, by the way! So if this lower
room was a place where non-paying guests could shelter, maybe there
were other people there? After all Bethlehem was very crowded.
It’s interesting, and important I think, not to get carried away with
Nativity play traditions’ and remember some context. For example,
there is no mention of an innkeeper in the Bible – or T-towel headdresses
for that matter!
However it’s interesting to think that at the beginning of Jesus’ life, He
was turned away from an upper room because the people did not
know that Mary would give birth to the Messiah. They did not know who
her child was and they would not make room for Him. Even while still in
the womb, Jesus was rejected by His own and only a faithful few came
to see the new-born Christ Child.
Similarly, at the end of Jesus’ life, He gathered in an upper room with
one who would reject him (Judas) and leave Him, and a faithful few
(11) who knew Him and remained. In that upper room, they shared
intimate fellowship, and, after Judas’ departure, Jesus gave to the
faithful 11 great revelations and bountiful blessings. Just as Judas
rejected Jesus and lost all the blessings, so also those who turned away
Mary and Joseph lost the blessing of being present at the Lord’s birth.
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This theory of Jesus’ birth in the lower level of a house answers many
questions and raises some new ones. But remember, if a definitive
answer to where Jesus was born is of great importance for us to know,
God would surely have told us in more explicit detail!
What is important is that God sent His son to earth, to be conceived in
the womb of a young woman, to take on human form, to be born in
humble surroundings, to live a sinless human life and then to present
Himself the perfect Lamb of God and to finish the work His Father had
sent Him to do - to take away the sins of the world. Jesus was born to
die.
Remember the sacrifice of the cross began in the cradle and without
the Christmas Cradle we would not have the Calvary Cross.
Carrie

BC:AD
This was the moment when Before
Turned into After, and the future's
Uninvented timekeepers presented arms.
This was the moment when nothing
Happened. Only dull peace
Sprawled boringly over the earth.
This was the moment when even energetic Romans
Could find nothing better to do
Than counting heads in remote provinces.
And this was the moment
When a few farm workers and three
Members of an obscure Persian sect
Walked haphazard by starlight straight
Into the kingdom of heaven.
U.A. Fanthorpe
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Update on Visiting Preachers during Vacancy
Thank you, again, to all who have led worship or have put their names
down to lead worship later on in this year and in next year. I have had a
wonderful response to next year’s 2020 Pulpit Plan and there are, in
fact, only 8 slots left to fill! Roger and I would love to hear from anyone
who thinks they could lead or help with a service next year.
Here is the updated list for December 2019 and January 2020:
December 2019







1st December: Phebe Mann & David Wong
8th December: Colin Ferguson
15th December: Rev Alan Holmes (Gifts & Toys)
22nd December: Michael Penny
25th December: Roger Clark (Christmas Day)
29th December: Simon King

January 2020





5th January: Induction of Elders (Roger leading)
12th January: Rebecca Bullard
19th January: Robert Dimmick
26th January: Colin Ferguson

Many thanks,
Julia

Church Rotas
Vestry Duty

Flowers

Welcomer

15th
22nd
25th

Carrie King
Yvette Gayford
Rod King

Rod King
Alan Holmes
Elizabeth Knox

29th

Judith Enang

Judith Enang
Alan Holmes
Simon & Jenny
King
Charlotte
Blackburn
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Abby Jenner

Church Contacts
Minister ...................................... hmm, still in vacancy
Church Secretary..................... Roger Clark
phone:
e-mail:

0118 935 2324
churchsecretary@parkurc.org.uk

Assistant Church Secretary .... Simon & Jenny King
Treasurer: .................................. Yvette Gayford
Assistant Treasurer ................... Rod King
F & GP Chairman ..................... Tim Lancaster
Centre Manager: .................... Becky Joyce
phone:
e-mail:

0845 463 6426
centremanager@parkurc.org.uk

Magazine Editor ....................... Rod King
e-mail:

editor@parkurc.org.uk

Church Website: ...................... www.parkurc.org.uk
Facebook:www.facebook.com/ParkURC?ref=aymt_homepage_panel

Weekend Activities at Park
Sunday

10.30 am
10.30 am
10.30 am
1pm
1pm
3.00 pm
3.45 pm
6.30 pm
7:00 pm
7:15pm
various

Worship
Young people’s groups & Crèche facilities
Holy Communion (1st Sunday)
Pentecostal Worship Group
International Believers Church
Messy Church (1st Sunday of the Month)
Newlife Celebration Tamil Church
Ignite Coffee & Cakes (in term-time)
Ignite Worship(in term-time)
12 Step Fellowship
Progress Theatre

Saturday

9am
9:30am
10am
4pm
various
ad hoc

Allenova Ballet School
Reading Seventh Day Adventist Group
Parenthesis Choir
Reading Community Gospel Choir
Progress Theatre (all day)
NCT (afternoons)
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Weekday Activities at Park
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

various
9:30am
5:30pm
6:45pm
7:30pm
7:30pm
various
ad hoc

Read Dance & Theatre College
Park Mother & Toddlers Group
Beavers
Cubs
CODA/CODA Step
Housegroup
Progress Theatre (evenings)
NCT (evenings)

various
9am
2pm
2:15pm
4pm
7:30pm
7:30pm
7:30pm
8:15pm
various
ad hoc

Read Dance & Theatre College
HappyFeet Footcare (monthly)
U3A Yoga (every 2 weeks)
Friendship Club
Dancercise
Earley Folk Dancing
Badminton (Sept – March)
Housegroup
Aldbrickham Clog & Dance Group
Progress Theatre (evenings)
NCT (evenings)

various
10am
10am
10am
12pm
2pm
3pm
7:30pm
7:30pm
various
ad hoc

Read Dance & Theatre College
Morning Prayers
Embroiders Guild (monthly)
Park 60+ Exercise (12 noon seated session)
Reading Lunchtime Choir
Reading Macular Society (bi-monthly)
WEA Education Services
Scouts
Mostly G&S
Progress Theatre (evenings)
NCT (evenings)

various
2pm
2pm
5pm
5:45pm
7:15pm
7:45pm
various
ad hoc

Read Dance & Theatre College
U3A Madrigal Society (every 2 weeks)
Reading Abbey Trefoil Group (4th Thursday of the month)
Rainbows
Brownies
Guides
Explorer Scouts
Progress Theatre (evenings)
NCT (evenings)

various
3:45pm
7:15pm
various

Read Dance & Theatre College
Reading Children’s Counselling Services
12 Step Fellowship
Progress Theatre (evenings)
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