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The next issue of the magazine is scheduled to be published on the first
Sunday of the month, so for the June issue this will be on Sunday 7th July.
Contributions to editor@parkurc.org.uk by the weekend before – and
remember no pdf’s and no posters! - thank you!

The views expressed in this magazine are those of the individual contributors, and do not necessarily represent the views of Park United
Reformed Church or the minister of this church …if we ever get one
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Secretary’s Letter
Dear Friends,
As we approach Pentecost (Sun 9th) we remember
again the birthday of the Church. We think back to that room in
Jerusalem where the followers of Jesus were gathered together and the
Holy Spirit came to them. Jesus had promised them that the Holy Spirit
would come to guide, lead and comfort them.
Today the Holy Spirit is with us just as strongly as he ever was. It may
have been about 2000 years ago but we can still depend on the Spirit
to be there with us.
Today we live in difficult times with a country very split by differences of
opinions and I am not thinking just of Brexit. We need to work together
the future sounds as if it is going to be tricky. We are not going to be
able to succeed if we continue to disagree with each other we need to
find a way forward.
We need to be able to live in unity with our neighbours it may be that
we hold different opinions, but we must be able to tolerate that other
people may not actually think the same as us but to work together.
The Church doesn’t have a great history of unity however today is far
from the negativity of the past. There are so many organisations where
the churches are working together regardless of denomination.
We still may hold different beliefs in some areas but our commonality far
exceeds our differences and we can work together for the glory of
God.
Roger
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Vacancy Update
As you may have heard if you were in Church last week, the vacancy
for Park & Hungerford has now been announced and has been advised
to all serving ministers with their May salary slip.
The process now is that:
1. We now wait.
2. If any minister is interested they approach their Synod Moderator
to state their interest.
3. Their Moderator approaches our Moderator and the
prospective minister is sent our profile.
4. Once a Minister has specified an interest they will be considered
alone.
5. Our Moderator, Clare Downing, contacts our Interim Moderator,
Rev. David Downing (no relation!).
6. David in turn contacts the two Church Secretaries.
7. The Elders of the two Churches consider the CV’s or Profiles of
the Minister.
8. If both Churches are in agreement, then the prospective Minister
is invited to ‘Preach with a View’.
More about this in due course. As soon as we are able to share more
details with you we will.
This is a significant step, we are now a big step further along the way of
our journey, but we are not there yet.
As ever it is in the hands of God how much longer things will take.
Keep praying.
Roger
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Church Family News
We ask for God’s blessing on Park church, and
also for the members of Hungerford URC, now
that the vacancy has been officially
declared.
We send love and good wishes to Olive Goodchild, who celebrated a
special birthday on Friday 17th May.
We celebrated the SALT Festival on Sunday 19th May, and we give
thanks for all those who work with our children and young people, and
we pray especially for everyone in the SALT Group.
Following our Church Meeting on Sunday 19th May, we pray for Phebe
Mann, whose name will now go forward to the next stage towards
being accepted as a candidate for non-stipendiary ministry.
Our thoughts this month have been with Helen and Tony Durrant, who
moved on Thursday 23rd May into rented accommodation in
Hampshire. We know that we shall see them from time to time, but we
will miss Helen and Tony and we thank them for all that they have
contributed to the life of Park in so many ways through the years. We
ask for God’s blessing on them and pray that it won’t be too long
before they are settled in a permanent new home on the south coast.
We pray for those who mourn especially the family and friends of Mary
Mackenzie. Older members will be sorry to hear that Mary died on April
24th, just short of her 94th birthday. Her funeral was held near her home
in New Zealand yesterday, May 4th. Mary and her husband Bill were
active members of Park from the early 1950’s until their retirement in
1988, when they moved first to North Wales and then to New Zealand.
Mary will be remembered with affection as a long-standing Brown Owl
and Guide Captain at Park and several Church members will have
happy memories of visiting Mary and Bill in New Zealand. We pray at
this time for their daughters Helen and Gail, and their families.
We also remember in particular Jane Wise, her son Ricky and their
family following the death of Jane’s husband John on Tuesday May
14th, 17 years to the day after their daughter Julia died. John had been

page 5

in hospital for several weeks and his funeral will be held at Reading
Crematorium on Tuesday June 4th at 12.00noon.
We have been asked to pray for Claire Page, a cousin of Becky Joyce.
Claire’s daughter Lily-May passed away aged 5, from Sudden Cardiac
Arrest Syndrome, at Willow Bank School 5 years ago, on May 15th, 2014.
This is a difficult anniversary for Claire and her family, and also for
Becky’s family, and we pray for everyone affected by this tragic event –
the pupils and staff at Willow Bank, the paramedic Shannon Jacobs
and the staff at RBH.
We also pray for those affected by ill-health or continuing to recover
from or receive treatment, including Olive Goodchild, Dave and Jenny
Jones, Pat Fuller, Andrea Dewing, and Hilary Campbell.
Carrie

Lakeside Songs of Praise Dates
Everyone is welcome to join us at Lakeside Care Home for these Songs
of Praise Services from 2.30 – 3.30 pm on every 2nd Wednesday of the
month:
 12th June
 10th July
no service in August






11th September
9th October
13th November
11th December

The residents really enjoy our visits and it would be lovely if you feel you
could join Roger, Simon, Linda and me sometimes, especially to sit with
the residents and boost the singing. Please sign in at the Care Home
reception desk on arrival.
Julia
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Phebe Mann - Non Stipendiary Ministry Candidacy
The May Church Meeting voted to recommend Dr Phebe Mann to start
the process to become a Non Stipendiary Ministry Candidate – this is
her statement:
I became a Christian when I was at primary school. I was baptised as a
believer at a Methodist Church in Hong Kong. I believe that Jesus died
for my sin. By trusting in Him I would receive God’s forgiveness and the
gift of eternal life. The purpose of my life is to know God and to help
other people in their journey to know Him, to respond to His call for His
purposes.
I spent a few years studying part time for the Cambridge Certificate in
Religious Studies to enhance my knowledge in the Old and New
Testaments, Christian Doctrine and other religions such as Islam and
Judaism. I grew both in the understanding of the Word of God, and in
my faith, as well as realising how I can support others in their faith
journey.
David and I first attended Park United Reformed Church Reading (Park)
in 2008. We enjoyed the fellowship there. We joined as members in
2009. I was ordained as an Elder early 2013.
Looking back to the years in Park, I now understand how God has
planned His way for me step by step to Non Stipendiary Ministry – there
is a purpose for my serving in Park. Rev Robert Weston invited us to join
the worship team and launched the Café style IGNITE evening service
at Park.
Another way God planned His way is the opportunity to preach in Park.
I am really grateful to Rob who encouraged me to do this. Since 2009, I
have been preaching at different churches in Reading and London. I
express my heartfelt thankyou to all my friends at Park who support me
over the years.
More recently I completed my Lay Preacher training. I am also very
grateful to the congregation at St Andrew’s United Reformed Church
Reading and Rev Robert Barthram for their support and
encouragement throughout my placement.
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The Lord confirmed my call to preaching and worship leading through
the encouragement of my assessor, Rev Dr John Burgess, my supervisor
Rev Robert Barthram, my mentors Rev Robert Weston and Rev Gordon
Connell and the feedback from various individuals of different churches
where I preach.
I had a dream one night. I heard the Lord calling and I responded
“Here I am Lord. I will go Lord, if you lead me, I will hold Your people in
my heart”. One day in March 2019 Roger called me saying that BBC
Radio Berkshire wanted to interview me about my ministry. I was then
asked some searching questions by Paul Coia, BBC host presenter. I am
more convinced of my calling. On 16 May 2019, David and I were
invited to speak at the URC Theology in Worship Group on Music and
Worship in London. Once again, the Lord is showing us our ministry.
I know that the Lord is not calling me merely to preach on Sundays and
leave it there. My ministry vision is to make the Bible real, to connect
with people and to have a true impact on them, to make disciples, to
teach about discipleship with the Word. I understand that I am not just
called to serve our local church, but the Lord can send me anywhere
to serve Him according to His plan. I know that I have a great deal to
learn, but I trust that God will provide everything I need when He sends
me. Amen.
Phebe

Come on! Clear out that Shed!
If anyone has any unwanted tools/sewing machines etc. that can be
repaired/refurbished, Tools with a Mission would like to receive.
Our contact is in Wallingford so if anyone wants to donate please
contact Richard, email: post@twa.uk
Gaye
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All Will Be Well
When you walk into a chapel for Sunday service in a small Cornish
fishing town, you don’t expect a multimedia experience complete with
film clips. Or a minister to be an accomplished musician who picks up
her piano accordion part way through the service to teach the
congregation a folk song. But this is what we got when we visited the
charming and welcoming Looe Riverside United Church.
Riverside is one of the earliest
united churches in the country,
when in 1966 two Methodist
chapels in Looe as well as the
Congregational
church
decided to come together as
Riverside
United
Church.
Situated in West Looe, Riverside
is owned by the URC and is
pastorally part of the Liskeard
and Looe Methodist circuit.
The service itself was a moving collaboration of traditional prayer,
communion, hymns and a theme based on Julian of Norwich, together
with a testimony of faith from a member of the congregation who
spoke openly and emotionally about how her recent battle with debt
led her to find God and in turn to her church family at Riverside. She
spoke so bravely of the depths of her despair and how, through a
chance encounter with the words of the bible, her faith was ignited
and her spiritual journey began. I was overcome with her honesty and
openness - we should never underestimate how hard it can be to put
oneself ‘out there’ in such a brave way.
The sermon and theme of the service was based on not being
consumed with worrying about the little things of life, and explored the
never wavering faith of Julian of Norwich, who spent over 30 years in a
tiny cell, attached to a church, as an anchorite, separated from the
secular world in a life of prayer-oriented contemplation. Not once did
Julian lose her faith in God or question his place in her life.
Her mantra was ‘all will be well.’ Do not question God, just know he is
there and will always be there. Julian additionally referred to God as
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‘mother’ and identified the spirit of God to be both maternal and
paternal.
The service was led by the Reverend Chloe Jones. I would love for her
to lead a service at Park URC (perhaps we can persuade her apply for
our ministerial vacancy?!). Chloe also told us there are times when she
hosts the service AND plays the organ - multitasking at its best!
The churches within this area are successfully overseen in the form of a
Team Ministry. One member of the congregation told me this works very
well, similarly to how services are currently led at our church, as they get
to enjoy a variety of services.
Another parallel to Park is that they moved to having a digital organ.
The organ was replaced over 10 years ago and I could not tell the
difference between that and a traditional model. Due to the wonderful
acoustics of the church, Riverside is a popular venue hosting music
events throughout the year.
We were invited during the service to stay for refreshments, and the
warmth of the congregation nearly matched that of the fantastic cup
of tea we were treated to! Despite being reminded in the service not to
worry about the little things and ‘all will be well’, I felt I had to pop out
during the last few minutes of the service to pay for more parking time
for my car so I could stay for fellowship refreshments. After all, I will
always be a worrier!
If you ever find yourself in this lovely place on the western side of the
Looe river, do try and join Riverside for Sunday service (11am). If you
find yourself visiting other churches it would be great to hear about your
experiences. Roger, Rod and I have thought it would be good to start
up a regular segment called ‘URC Road Trip.’ Please submit any articles
to Rod for inclusion in the church magazine.
I wish to finish this article by thanking Riverside for their warm hospitality
and welcoming nature and I look forward to visiting them again in the
future.
with love, Becky x
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Update on Visiting Preachers during Vacancy
I want to thank you all so much for your help and support – I could not
have carried on during the long vacancy without your encouragement.
Please see below the updated list of people who will lead morning
worship over the next two months.
June






2nd June:
9th June:
16th June:
23rd June:
30th June:

Rev Alan Holmes
Keith Whyte
Geoff Cornell (with Roger leading Communion)
Rebecca Bullard
Bob Dewing

July





7th July:
14th July:
21st July:
28th July:

Nomad House Group (with Roger leading Communion)
Elizabeth & Alistair Knox
Michael Ruskin
Michael Penny

We are continuing to have a wonderful variety of interesting services
and only have 4 slots to fill until the end of the year. If anyone thinks
they could lead or help with these remaining services then Roger and I
would love to hear from you.
Many thanks,
Julia

Money and Mental Health Problems
Trying to get help with the above can be difficult. There is now a
website which specialises in help for those with mental health problems
giving details of benefits and debt advice.
To access look at www.moneyand mentalhealth.org.
Gaye
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Christian Aid Breakfast and Brunch
Many thanks to those who supported the Christian Aid Breakfast and
Brunch on Tuesday 14th May.
Total food demolished: 84 rashers of bacon, 3 dozen eggs, 4 loaves of
bread, 3 tins of beans, copious cups of tea and coffee, and a
smattering of muffins and pastries.
Total money raised: £225, plus £60+ in envelopes on the tables.
Total fun had: immeasurable!!
Thanks especially to Ty and Mya who came to have breakfast before
school – such dedication! And to all those who helped put out and
clear away, cooked, served, washed up, chatted, ate, ate, and ate
some more!
It was a great event and all for such a worthy cause. Here’s to next
year!
Carrie

Helping the Disabled Overseas
Sometimes you may find it difficult to return medical equipment from
where it came or you may have ‘old; crutches, Zimmer frames, walking
sticks even wheelchairs that you no longer use.
The charity Physionet has for 13 years been refurbishing and
redistributing unwanted disability aids to adults and children in countries
where they struggle to provide.
If you want to clear out some space in your loft or garage and you
have any of these items please contact physionet.org.uk or email: Ian
Stockley on ian.stockley@talktalk.net for more information. They do
collect but due to costs involved need to coordinate in areas to
maximise a number of items that can be collected together.
Gaye
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First Friday Footpath Fellowship
Next First Friday Footpaths Fellowship walk is on 7th June.
We will meet at the Waterside Centre car park at 10am and then have
a gentle walk along the riverbank to Sonning for a cuppa, and then
stroll back.
If you would prefer just to come for the cuppa, please meet us at the
Coppa Club around 10.45am.
Please let me know if you are coming.
Coming Soon: a trip to California! – but before you start putting flowers
in your hair and packing your surfboard, I should point out that this is in
fact a walk around California Country Park, Finchampstead!
Carrie

Fighting Back against Dementia
Sign up to join Dementia research at Alzheimer’s research UK at
www.joindementiaresearch.nihr.ac.uk or phone 0300 111 5111
This is essential for research into dementia which is a growing illness.
These studies take different forms - you may be asked to fill out
questionnaires or have a scan or take part in online activities.
Anyone over 18 can apply as more research is needed in
understanding how this illness develops. Professor Martin Rossor is
leading this and requires more people to join the 11,000 existing
volunteers.
Gaye
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Church Contacts
Minister ...................................... still in vacancy
Church Secretary..................... Roger Clark
e-mail:

churchsecretary@parkurc.org.uk

Assistant Church Secretary .... Simon & Jenny King
Treasurer: .................................. Yvette Gayford
Assistant Treasurer ................... Rod King
F & GP Chairman ..................... Tim Lancaster
Centre Manager: .................... Becky Joyce
phone:
e-mail:

0845 463 6426
centremanager@parkurc.org.uk

Magazine Editor ....................... Rod King
e-mail:

editor@parkurc.org.uk

Church Website: ...................... www.parkurc.org.uk
Facebook:www.facebook.com/ParkURC?ref=aymt_homepage_panel

Weekend Activities at Park
Sunday

10.30 am
10.30 am
10.30 am
1pm
1pm
3.00 pm
3.45 pm
6.30 pm
7:00 pm
7:15pm
various

Worship
Young people’s groups & Crèche facilities
Holy Communion (1st Sunday)
Pentecostal Worship Group
International Believers Church
Messy Church (1st Sunday of the Month)
Newlife Celebration Tamil Church
Ignite Coffee & Cakes (in term-time)
Ignite Worship(in term-time)
12 Step Fellowship
Progress Theatre

Saturday

9am
9:30am
10am
4pm
various
ad hoc

Allenova Ballet School
Reading Seventh Day Adventist Group
Parenthesis Choir
Reading Community Gospel Choir
Progress Theatre (all day)
NCT (afternoons)
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Weekday Activities at Park
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

various
various
9:30am
5:30pm
6:45pm
7:30pm
7:30pm
various
ad hoc
various
various
9am
2pm
2:15pm
4pm
7:30pm
7:30pm
7:30pm
8:15pm
various
ad hoc
various
various
10am
10am
10am
12pm
2pm
3pm
7:30pm
7:30pm
8pm
various
ad hoc
various
various
2pm
2pm
5pm
5:45pm
7:15pm
7:45pm
various
ad hoc
various
various
3:45pm

Read Dance & Theatre College
AutAngel/Autism Matters
Park Mother & Toddlers Group
Beavers
Cubs
CODA/CODA Step
Housegroup
Progress Theatre (evenings)
NCT (evenings)
Read Dance & Theatre College
AutAngel/Autism Matters
HappyFeet Footcare (monthly)
U3A Yoga (every 2 weeks)
Friendship Club
Dancercise
Earley Folk Dancing
Badminton (Sept – March)
Housegroup
Aldbrickham Clog & Dance Group
Progress Theatre (evenings)
NCT (evenings)
Read Dance & Theatre College
AutAngel/Autism Matters
Morning Prayers
Embroiders Guild (monthly)
Park 60+ Exercise (12 noon seated session)
Reading Lunchtime Choir
Reading Macular Society (bi-monthly)
WEA Education Services
Scouts
Mostly G&S (2nd and 4th Wednesday)
ACO (2nd Wednesday)
Progress Theatre (evenings)
NCT (evenings)
Read Dance & Theatre College
AutAngel/Autism Matters
U3A Madrigal Society (every 2 weeks)
Reading Abbey Trefoil Group (4th Thursday of the month)
Rainbows
Brownies
Guides
Explorer Scouts
Progress Theatre (evenings)
NCT (evenings)
Read Dance & Theatre College
AutAngel/Autism Matters
Reading Children’s Counselling Services
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7:15pm
various

12 Step Fellowship
Progress Theatre (evenings)

page 16

