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Secretary’s Letter
Dear Friends,
I know many of you were as surprised as I was to
see the notice appear on our car park railings
notifying us that the council were considering converting our car park
into a public pay and display car park.
Many of you contacted the council via their website informing them of
our dismay. I wrote to the leader of the council, Tony Page, reminding
him that we were supposed to have had a 25 year lease, that the
council hadn’t yet signed.
We even tracked down the entry in the Council Cabinet Meeting
minutes in 2008. I attended the Sub Committee meeting on the 11th
September and was allowed to address the meeting. Tony Page
remembered the 25 year lease as he was on the council when it was
granted and apologised that it had been forgotten about.
The plan has now been deferred until further consultation with us has
taken place. I have met with council officials and their current plans do
not look promising.
They intend to build a new swimming pool alongside the current
stadium. When they do that they will need to extend their car park and
consequently they would like to remove ours completely. I have told
them that this is not acceptable. We have got further discussions to
work out a way forward. Please pray for the situation.
We also need to continue to pray for the vacancy. At present there is
no further progress. I have heard that at the moment there aren’t many
ministers looking to move. However, the ministers in training start to look
for churches from October. Maybe we will find some interest there.
Now is a time of harvest let’s hope and pray we are able to ‘harvest’ a
new Minister for Park and Hungerford. Please keep praying for our
fellowship.
God Bless
Roger.
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Church Family News
We ask for God’s blessing on all who are
returning to college or university at this time,
and in particular we pray for Solaya Wambua, who begins her studies
at Portsmouth University. We give thanks for the administrative work that
Solaya has done for us here at Park. We also remember in particular
those who have changed schools this term, including Clem, Isaac and
Maria from our own SALT Group.
We have sent good wishes recently to Jack Smith, who has moved into
his own flat. We ask for God’s blessing on Jack as he settles in and as he
continues his career in the police.
We have also sent good wishes to Alice Gilbert, who regularly attends
our Sunday evening Ignite worship. Alice has recently left her role as
Youth and Family Worker at Maidenhead URC to begin 4 years of
training to become a Church Related Community Worker. We ask for
God’s blessing on Alice as she embarks on this new chapter in her life.
We rejoice with Sue Thompson and her family. Sue’s daughter Mary was
married in Cornwall on September 21st and we ask for God’s blessing
on Mary, her husband, and their new life together.
We pray for those who mourn, remembering particularly the family and
friends of Madge Fuller, Graham Fuller’s mother, who died on Friday
13th September following a fall, just short of her 98th birthday. Graham
and Pat will continue to be in our thoughts and prayers during the
coming weeks.
We also remember Jane and Mark Bennett, who worshipped with us
until they moved to Wales some years ago. We have heard that Mark
has undergone a major biopsy operation to investigate a deep-seated
brain tumour, and we pray for him and for Jane as they face an
uncertain time ahead.
We also pray for others affected by ill-health or continuing to recover
from or receive treatment, including Olive Goodchild, Andrea Dewing,
Dave and Jenny Jones and Hilary Campbell.
Carrie
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Letters
Dear Friends
We need to say a heartfelt thank you for the gift
voucher and card given to us in July, as we
begin to settle into our new home in Everton, near Lymington. It was a
most unexpected and generous gift, which means a great deal to us.
As many have said before, Park is a very special place and we will miss
it so much but we will be like the bad pennies that turn up occasionally.
Having been fortunate enough to both grow up at Park, there have
been very many happy times that we have shared with so many and
it’s impossible to mention any names now as we would miss others out
who equally deserve to be remembered.
However, it was through Martin (Helen’s brother) and Youth Club run by
Dave and Jenny Jones that we met and subsequently were married
and had both our wonderful girls baptised at our home church. We’re
sure that there aren’t many places where anyone could have so many
faithful friends, and it’s difficult to express how much this love is
appreciated.
Everton is not that far away, and we are looking forward to popping
back for the special occasions, and the ordinary Sunday mornings too,
to keeping in touch with many of you, playing guitar with the Praise
Band when we can, catching up with the gossip (surely not in a
church!!) and hopefully in the not too distant future helping to
welcome the new minister to work in this amazing place!
Sending love and best wishes to all.
Helen & Tony
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Dear friends at Park Church,
On behalf of mum and dad I would like to thank all of you who so kindly
sent cards and good wishes to celebrate Dad's 90th Birthday in June.
Those of you who know him well have probably realized that his short
term memory is now appalling, but the old memories of our family's life
at Park Church are still there.
Our family have so many fond memories of time spent together at
Park....
Dad was a Church Elder, served on the Finance and General Purposes
Committee and Bazaar Committee; was a Cub and Scout leader, and
relished the painting and decorating work parties! He helped with the
publication of the Church magazine and also supported the new home
for people with learning difficulties in the 1980s.
As a family we joined him for the fun stuff...... the Bazaar Concert, Easter
family walk, Garden Party, Harvest Supper, cricket matches and the
Boxing Day football match with about twenty a side!
Dad's taxi diary went a bit like this: (we lived in Winnersh)







Thursday... Richard Scouts
Friday.... Mandy Guides
Saturday.... both to Youth Club
Sunday.....Church
Monday......badminton
Tuesday/Wednesday... meetings probably!

Do have a chat with him about the old days when you see him at
church... but speak up.... his ears are definitely 90 years old!!
Blessings to all,
Mandy
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Dear Park URC,
I would like to say a BIG thank you from the bottom of my heart for
being my church family.
All the Sundays, Salt groups, Ignite sessions, Church band
performances, being Assistant Office Admin, and much more has
helped shape me into the person I am today.
I can’t express how grateful I am to the church for being there for me
during my GCSEs, A-levels and now seeing me through to university with
every prayer, every bit of encouragement and every bit of advice. I will
not forget this.
Park URC has not seen the last of me as I’ll still be coming during the
holidays when I’m back in Reading.
I wish you all the best!
Solaya Wambua

Wednesday Prayers
We are a small group who meet on Wednesdays at 10.00am for prayer
and a short Bible study from a book which is not hard to understand but
gives us something to think about for the rest of the week.
As we are still in vacancy we are trying to keep things going until God
directs the right person to us.
Is it possible you might have wanted to come but did not know what it
was about? It would be good if a few more people could join us for this
spiritual uplift in the middle of the week.
We usually follow this with tea/coffee but if you have to dash off that is
no problem. If you cannot come every week that is also no problems!
Do hope you will come,
Gaye
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From the Archives - the Last New Church Organ!
Following on from the decision of the Church Meeting to go ahead with
a new organ, these are the original details of the last organ, now
honourably retiring after 93 years of service!
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Royal Berkshire Hospital
The hospital are asking for help with those who might be able to sew
simple eye masks as so many people say they cannot sleep because it
is too light (especially when emergencies are brought in).
If you are handy with your needle I have some simple patterns for you
to follow. If you prefer knitting there is a request for ‘dementia dolls’ for
those patients and again I have some simple patterns.
I will also be collecting flannel packs again in November as last year if
you want to start collecting flannels, soap, toothbrush and paste, comb
and razors for the men if possible. Individual flannel packs to be put in
clear plastic bags. To keep costs down it maybe you can join with 2 or 3
others and agree to share the expense.
Many of the supermarkets sell combs in packs with flannels and
toothbrushes and the use is for people who enter the hospital but have
no toiletries with them. The hospital give out thousands of these packs
every year and can never have enough. Many thanks,
Gaye

Christians against Poverty - Life Skills
Money impacts all areas of our lives: what we can or can’t afford, our
relationships, what we eat, our health and wellbeing and much more.
If you want to stay on top of your household bills, see your money go
further, eat well on a budget or grow in self-confidence, then CAP Life
Skills is for you!
Free 8 week course. Next course starts on Wednesday 2nd October,
10:30 - 13:00 at Woodley Hill House, Eastcourt Avenue, RG6 1HH.
For more information contact Kate Bond on 07419 740693 or at
katebond@capuk.org

Café Théologique events
Monday 7th October - "Faith and Wisdom in Science: The ScienceReligion 'Conflict' Lie"
Tom McLeish FRS, Professor of Natural Philosophy at the University of
York. Tom will be exploring why science and faith aren't in conflict.
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Monday 4th November - “'We go to another world and God gives us his
respect': Spirituality and People with Learning Disabilities"
Rachel Forrester-Jones, Professor of Social Policy at the University of
Bath whose research focuses on advancing the social inclusion of
vulnerable adults through social networks and social support.
All Café Théologique events are held at Zero Degrees Bar, Bridge St,
Reading and start at 7.30pm. All welcome, no charge, no booking.
We look forward to seeing you.
Miriam Barlow Chaplaincy Administrator

Cameroon Killings
For the past few years there have been many killings in the on-going
conflict in Cameroon.
Sadly, the family of Father Bon from Our Lady of Peace in Reading
have now been affected by this.
Father Bon has written: ‘Death visited my brother Omer in the early
hours of Tues 27th August. He was sleeping in the same room with my
cousin Linus, another family member, Richard and his son Ambrose
when the military broke into the house and killed them all. The military
did not question or arrest them they simply killed them in their sleep.
Other people were killed and the military set fire to the houses.’
In response to this shocking & tragic news the Reading priests are
organising a special Memorial Mass on Sat 12th Oct at 11am at English
Martyrs church. All welcome.
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Update on Visiting Preachers during Vacancy
Thank you, again, to all who have led worship or have put their names
down to lead worship later on in the year. I hope you agree that we
are continuing to have a wonderful variety of interesting services and
the Pulpit Plan is now completely full until the end of this year. Also, I
have made a good start on the Pulpit Plan for next year and intend to
do some more work on that soon.
Please see below the updated list for the next two months:
October





6th October: Chris & Yvette Gayford
Communion)
13th October: Tim & Frances Lancaster
20th October: Rev Sue Cossey
27th October: Michael Penny

(Roger

leading

November





3rd November: Roger Clark
10th November: Carrie & Rod King (Remembrance Parade)
17th November: Geoff Cornell (Praise Band)
24th November: Robert Lewis

Roger and I would love to hear from anyone who thinks they could
lead or help with a service next year.
Julia
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Safeguarding Awareness
I am just confirming that new dates have been released for URC
safeguarding training if individuals are interested in attending.




18th January 2020, Guildford URC, 10am - 4pm
7th March 2020, Maidenhead URC, 10am - 4pm
21st March 2020, Basingstoke URC, 10am - 4pm

Please book on any of the above if you are able by emailing
development@urcwessex.org.uk. If you need more details please let
me know and I can send you the posters.
I am also still due to hold a safeguarding awareness session for anyone
interested including opening this to church members/attendees on the
2nd November at Park URC.
If you are intending to attend on the 2nd Nov please let me know so I
can ensure there are enough materials/refreshments. I have put the
information regarding this date below;
Safeguarding Awareness
Date: 2nd November 2019
Time: 10am start (arrive from 9:45), aim to finish by 12
Venue: Park Church, The Lounge
Aim: This is an awareness session open to all Church Elders,
Members/Attendees and the Church Pastoral Group. This does not
count as any accredited training however will help you to identity
abuse and feel more able to respond to this in accordance with Park's
Safeguarding Policy.
Refreshments (tea/coffee) will be provided.
RSVP: Please RSVP to Charlotte Blackburn if you are intending to attend
as we may need to change room bookings depending on numbers
and will also need to organize materials.
Charlotte
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Lakeside Songs of Praise Dates
Everyone is welcome to join us at Lakeside Care Home on every 2nd
Wednesday of the month for these Songs of Praise Services from 2.30 –
3.30 pm.
The residents really enjoy our visits and it would be lovely if you feel you
could join Roger, Simon, Linda and me sometimes, especially to sit with
the residents and boost the singing.
The next dates are: 9th October, 13th November and 11th December.
Please sign in at the Care Home reception desk on arrival.
Julia

Wessex Synod Youth Weekend
For 14 – 25 year olds in Wessex Synod.
An opportunity to meet together, have your say, have fun at the Intech
Science Park & Planetarium in Winchester and explore Mental Health
with a leading Mental Health Trainer.
10am Saturday 16th November to 3pm Sunday 17th November.

and finally… a view from Reform Magazine
Our country has never been more divided, unable to listen to people
with opposing views, or even to discuss difficult issues courteously with
each other. People say regularly on the doorstep: ‘What is the point of
voting? My vote never counts.’
That is true for most Westminster seats, caused by the first past the post
voting system which means that many seats haven’t changed hands in
more than a century. In the last general election, only 553 votes in a
handful of marginal seats decided the result. This meant that all the
political parties bombarded those few seats. And all of this before we
even start on Brexit!
Worse, our parliament, the mother of parliaments, is falling apart.
Literally, the fabric is so dangerous, following decades of little or no
repairs, we will have to vacate it for years of restoration; and
metaphorically, our balanced (or hung) parliament can’t agree on
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anything. No wonder the public puts politicians at the bottom of the
popularity list.
But there is another side. As a member of the House of Lords, and as
President of the Liberal Democrats, I meet many people across the
country. One of my great delights is hearing of people taking action
locally – living beacons of democracy. Some are politicians, but many
are not.
I see young people, passionate about the future of their world, fighting
climate change, both changing the way they and their families live,
and campaigning to persuade councils, schools, shops to change too.
I see people who have helped set up foodbanks and refugee support
groups. As well as their personal volunteer commitment, they’ve
contacted politicians, joined marches, written letters to newspapers
and posted on social media.
This is democracy too: challenging the status quo, both personally and
politically, can and does achieve real change.
We stand at a crossroads in our democracy, symbolised most clearly by
Brexit. We need to bring our democracy into the 21st century and not
keep it in the Victorian era.
We need three things to rescue it:






A new style of politics, one where everyone (not just politicians)
can relearn how to disagree well. (This was the focus of
Christians in Politics’ campaign in the last general election).
Update the mechanisms of our politics, using techniques such as
citizens assemblies, to discuss difficult matters before they come
to parliament.
Political parties need to open their doors to people with new
ideas and energy to rebuild our democracy. Will you be one of
them?

Is democracy broken? Chipped and scratched, yes, but the remedy is
in all our hands. Let’s mend it together.
Sal Brinton Vice Chair of Christians in Parliament
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Church Contacts
Minister ..................................... yep, still in vacancy
Church Secretary .................... Roger Clark
e-mail:

churchsecretary@parkurc.org.uk

Assistant Church Secretary .... Simon & Jenny King
Treasurer: .................................. Yvette Gayford
Assistant Treasurer................... Rod King
F & GP Chairman ..................... Tim Lancaster
Centre Manager: ................... Becky Joyce
phone:
e-mail:

0845 463 6426
centremanager@parkurc.org.uk

Magazine Editor ...................... Rod King
e-mail:

editor@parkurc.org.uk

Church Website: ...................... www.parkurc.org.uk
Facebook:www.facebook.com/ParkURC?ref=aymt_homepage_panel

Weekend Activities at Park
Sunday

10.30 am
10.30 am
10.30 am
1pm
1pm
3.00 pm
3.45 pm
6.30 pm
7:00 pm
7:15pm
various

Worship
Young people’s groups & Crèche facilities
Holy Communion (1st Sunday)
Pentecostal Worship Group
International Believers Church
Messy Church (1st Sunday of the Month)
Newlife Celebration Tamil Church
Ignite Coffee & Cakes (in term-time)
Ignite Worship(in term-time)
12 Step Fellowship
Progress Theatre

Saturday

9am
9:30am
10am
4pm
various
ad hoc

Allenova Ballet School
Reading Seventh Day Adventist Group
Parenthesis Choir
Reading Community Gospel Choir
Progress Theatre (all day)
NCT (afternoons)
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Weekday Activities at Park
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

various
9:30am
5:30pm
6:45pm
7:30pm
7:30pm
various
ad hoc

Read Dance & Theatre College
Park Mother & Toddlers Group
Beavers
Cubs
CODA/CODA Step
Housegroup
Progress Theatre (evenings)
NCT (evenings)

various
9am
2pm
2:15pm
4pm
7:30pm
7:30pm
7:30pm
8:15pm
various
ad hoc

Read Dance & Theatre College
HappyFeet Footcare (monthly)
U3A Yoga (every 2 weeks)
Friendship Club
Dancercise
Earley Folk Dancing
Badminton (Sept – March)
Housegroup
Aldbrickham Clog & Dance Group
Progress Theatre (evenings)
NCT (evenings)

various
10am
10am
10am
12pm
2pm
3pm
7:30pm
7:30pm
various
ad hoc

Read Dance & Theatre College
Morning Prayers
Embroiders Guild (monthly)
Park 60+ Exercise (12 noon seated session)
Reading Lunchtime Choir
Reading Macular Society (bi-monthly)
WEA Education Services
Scouts
Mostly G&S
Progress Theatre (evenings)
NCT (evenings)

various
2pm
2pm
5pm
5:45pm
7:15pm
7:45pm
various
ad hoc

Read Dance & Theatre College
U3A Madrigal Society (every 2 weeks)
Reading Abbey Trefoil Group (4th Thursday of the month)
Rainbows
Brownies
Guides
Explorer Scouts
Progress Theatre (evenings)
NCT (evenings)

various
3:45pm
7:15pm
various

Read Dance & Theatre College
Reading Children’s Counselling Services
12 Step Fellowship
Progress Theatre (evenings)
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