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A Message from our MP
Like many other people, I was shocked and
deeply upset by the dreadful attack in Forbury
Gardens. I offer my deepest condolences to the
families of the three people who died — my
thoughts are with them. It is impossible to
imagine what they are going through at this
time, and I am sure all our hearts go out to them.
I am also thinking about the injured and their loved ones, and
all those who have been affected by this dreadful attack,
which took place in a park when people were trying to enjoy a
peaceful weekend.
Most of all, I would like to thank the emergency services and
the police for their swift and immediate response, and indeed
for the incredible bravery shown by the officers who, rugbytackled an armed offender and took that person to the
ground.
Reading is a friendly and peaceful town with a diverse and
tolerant community. This kind of incident is completely
unknown to us. It is something that has never occurred before
in our community and as such is deeply upsetting.
That night also marked a tragic day for the LGBT+ community in
Reading and I pay tribute to those who have come together
from all backgrounds to stand together against hatred and
division.
Our community solidarity was demonstrated in the days after
the attack, when a wide range of different faith and
community groups came together to lay flowers at the scene
of the dreadful incident. Local people also observed a
minute’s silence.
I am very proud of the way in which our community is pulling
together at this difficult time and the way in which local people
have been supporting one another. We have a strong and
diverse community here in Reading. We can and we will get
through this together.
Matt Rodda, Member of Parliament for Reading East
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Secretary’s Letter
Dear Friends,
I am sure that you will all have heard by now the great news
that Stephen Ansa-Addo will be joining us as our new interim
minister as soon as feasible.
I thought I would let Stephen introduce himself through his
profile:
Roger

Stephen Ansa-Addo - a little about me
Get to know me
A little about me in a
nutshell…
I come from a large family
of six, and I am number
five.
My heritage is Ghanaian; I
was born in Newham, but
grew up in Tottenham and
support Arsenal FC.
I cherish spending quality
time with family and
friends, having fun and
making
memories
together. I enjoy both
music
production
and
listening to a wide range
of genres. I play drums,
and I am learning to play guitar and piano by ear.
My main instrument is my voice; I am a Tenor and regularly use
my singing voice to lead praise and worship.
A hobby of mine is finding God in popular culture and
documenting this through photography, art and other
mediums.
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Church Life
A little about my call…
I have deep roots in the church; my grandfather was an
ordained minister; my father was an ordained minister and I
have just completed training to become an ordained minister.
I must be honest with you; I did try to run away (like Jonah)
from this vocation to change the narrative a little. But God’s
purpose is the best and when I aligned with His will, I received
such peace and clarity.
In a nutshell, after I aligned with God’s will, I studied Theology,
Mission and Ministry at Westminster College; I got married to my
amazing wife; I got to participate in a student exchange in the
U.S. for 4 months, which was an incredible, life-changing
ministry experience and now I’m loving what I do and that I
can use my gifts and talents to glorify God.
I am now not running away from what God has called me to
do, saying yes to God has been the best thing I have ever
done! And I pray I receive more grace to boldly say yes to
Him.
Seeking a way forward
My vision and values for ministry in a nutshell…
I desire to work with the church to make an impact in the local
community, make more disciples of Jesus Christ and nurture the
youth. My vision for the church is scripture-based seeking for it
to be community focused (loving our neighbours well);
reaching the unreachable and bridging the gap between old
and young to foster generational diversity. Above all it is OUR
Vision, seeking to discern all God has for us to do together!
I value fun; people from all walks of life (people really matter to
me); pastoral care; prayer; discipleship and seeing people
growing with the Lord; children, youth and young people –
they are important and I value seeing them empowered with
the Word of God. I also value generosity, multiculturalism and
worship that is creative and vibrant.
Stephen Ansa-Addo
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The Church is Open - Online!
Our building may be shut but the
church is still open online.
If you want to join us online then
please visit our website - all the links
to our Zoom sessions are there.
The main links are:
Sunday Morning Service at 10:30am click here to join
Ignite service on Sunday evening at 7:00pm click here to join
Wednesday Morning Prayers at 10:00am click here to join
If you don’t have a PC or Smart Phone you are able to join our
services from a normal phone just to hear what is happening.
From a standard mobile or landline, ring one of the following
numbers:




0203 051 2874
0203 481 5237
0203 481 5240

You will then be asked for a meeting ID…
For Sunday Morning service - enter 742 527 378 then press #
For Ignite at 7:00 pm - enter 426 136 890 then press #
For Wednesday Morning Prayers - enter 797 562 837 & press #
You may be asked for a personal ID just press # again. You will
then be in the meeting.
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Church Family News
We continue to pray for everyone affected in any way by the
coronavirus outbreak, remembering particularly our local
community as we pray for the work of CCA and other faith
organisations seeking to help those in the greatest need.
Our thoughts are with any in our own congregations who are
elderly, vulnerable, or anxious. We pray for those who have
continued working or are returning to work; for those who have
been furloughed; and for families where loved ones have
tested positive for the virus.
For any who may be grieving we ask particularly for God’s
blessing and peace, and for those faced daily with difficult
decisions, both locally and nationally, we ask for God’s guiding
hand.
We pray for those who mourn, remembering particularly those
who lost their lives or who were injured in the incident in the
Forbury Gardens last month. Many in our local community,
and some in our own congregation, have been touched by
this tragic event. We ask God to bless them all as we give
thanks for the work of the emergency services and pray for
everyone involved.
We also pray for Rahab Wambua, whose brother died on
Friday June 12th. We ask that God will strengthen Rahab,
Solaya and their family during these difficult days.
We have news from Hungerford. We pray for the family of
Philomena Lucas, who died on Thursday morning,
remembering particularly her son Nathan and his family.
We also pray for Chris Cragg, who has had another fall, and for
Joe Searle, Tony and Evelyn’s 16-year old nephew. Joe was
seriously ill at the age of 7 and has had ongoing health
problems ever since, particularly with his sight. He has been
suffering bad headaches and is going for tests.
We give thanks that Evelyn has had a great report of a clean
bill of health and does not have to return for another year,
although Tony must return in 6 months – we pray for them both.
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We also rejoice with Hannah, Fiona’s daughter, whose appeal
for a place at Trinity School was successful.
We give thanks that Julia Marsh, who recently received eye
treatment at the RBH, has now heard that the treatment was
successful and that a further appointment will not be necessary
for 4 months.
We ask God to remain close to Tolu – the wife of Stephen, our
forthcoming minister – who has been taking exams recently.
We pray for all who are affected by ill-health, recovering from,
or receiving treatment.
We pray for Linda Adkins, that the Holy Spirit may remain close
to her at this time of isolation, and for all who are struggling with
the loneliness of being unable to see their friends and families.
We continue to remember Rev Michael Jackson and his family,
as well as Jane and Mark Bennett; and we also pray for
Cynthia King, Linda Adkins, Ruth Clark, Andrea Dewing, Dave
and Jenny Jones, Hilary Campbell, and Thelma Butler.
Lord, in your mercy ……. Hear our Prayer
Carrie

Letters
Dear friends at Park Thank you to everyone who sent best
wishes after my Mum Vicky Cornwell died from Covid-19.
As you can imagine it was very difficult for us all that we
couldn’t visit Mum in hospital when she was ill or say goodbye,
but it meant a lot that to Erica and I that so many of you sent
us messages or cards.
Despite having dementia in the last few years of her life, Mum’s
faith reminded strong and we were comforted by the fact that
she was visited by the chaplain at Coventry hospital the day
before she died.
Mum and Dad spent many happy years at Park and Erica and I
thank you for your thoughts and prayers,
All the best, Cate
page 8

CCA Support Centre
Many thanks to all who donated the different home items
needed for the CCA support centre. They are working at
present with all the Reading charities to give all round support
to those in need.
Usually they can buy items to donate but with the shops being
closed they have been running out of money to do so, hence
the appeal to churches. They were extremely grateful. All
items have to be quarantined before they can be sorted and
distributed out.
The Oxford Road CCA charity shop has just opened and their
furniture shop is on limited hours as they are larger and can
give one entrance in and exit. All other CCA shops are closed
at present.
Gaye

Trialogue
Trialogue is a new weekly online YouTube broadcast for 16 to
25 year olds Every Thursday at 7pm.
URC Youth are very excited to launch a new weekly online live
YouTube broadcast called ‘Trialogue’.
Aimed at 16 to 25 year olds, each session will explore a theme
alongside a Bible passage, providing a spring board for further
discussion and reflection. 3 Panellists, 3 Questions, 3 Values.
Further information and the link to join the discussions
https://urc.org.uk/events-and-opportunities
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‘We are here for You’ – The Park Assistance Fund
Dear Friends,
As you will remember, last month we set up a financial
assistance scheme to help members and adherents through
this extraordinary time.
I am pleased to report that we have had a good response
from members who have contributed to the scheme. I am also
pleased to let you know that we have already been able to
offer help within our church fellowship, and we still have funds
remaining.
The scheme is to offer immediate financial support in the form
of an interest free loan of up to £1000, which can be repaid
over the next few months or years (we do not want to put
people under more pressure).
We are hoping that this will form a bridge of support whilst
people sort out other forms of financial support or work
opportunities and life slowly returns to normal.
We do not need to know any extensive details about your
situation,
so
please
contact
me
in
confidence,
ygayford@gmail.com , if you think we can help.
We are here to help if we can.
God Bless
Yvette Gayford Treasurer

Supporting Churches in Reading Drop in Centre
CIRDIC is very short of fresh fruit and vegetables.
Could you help with a donation? These can be delivered
directly to CIRDIC (St Saviours Church Hall, 1, Berkeley Ave,
Reading RG1 6JT ) from 8.30am on Mondays, Tuesdays or
Fridays.
Thank you for your help.
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Virtual Brownies
Brownies has been somewhat
different this term like many
other things. We’ve all had to
learn to adapt to life online! I’m
not sure I can remember life
without Zoom!!!
Since the start of lockdown, we
have been running virtual
Brownie meetings on Zoom.
Our very first session was a
special one because 2 girls
made their promise. I think they
enjoyed doing it in a different
way and in years to come they
will be able to say they made their Brownie promise virtually!!
In our virtual sessions, we have tried
a selection of different activities
such as a scavenger hunt, quizzes,
bingo,
origami
flowers
and
drawing; we have also managed
to do some things linked to our
theme award badges. Our next
meeting will be the last one of the
term so we are going to be holding
a virtual party. We are going to
play some games and even try
making a chocolate mug cake!
After each zoom meeting, we set a
challenge for the Brownies to do at
home. Below are some pictures of
the things the girls have done.
This term, we have also presented
a number of virtual badges. The
girls have been working really hard
at home and it is lovely to see their
enthusiasm.
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Niamh – Aviation, Baking, Mindfulness, Inventing
Alice – Languages
Anna – Languages
Emma – Local History, Painting, Collecting, Baking,
Inventing, Grow your own
Alanna – Collecting, Performing, Charities, Baking
Ella – Languages, Inventing, Grow your own
Hannah – Zero Waste, Languages
Sophie – Baking
Freya – Inventing
Jess – Inventing, Space

This is a
virtual
patchwork
blanket
made up of
pictures from
the Brownies.
They drew
things that
represented
them.

It has certainly been a different term but thanks to modern
technology the girls have still been able to have fun at
Brownies. Who knows what things will be like in September – we
will have to wait and see!
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Rainbows
Wow, what interesting times we
have been having over the last few
months as we have kept Rainbows
going in some form or other!
To start with, the girls all received
goodie bags during the Easter holidays, with an Easter egg and
activities that they could complete at home if they wanted to.
Since then we have been running Zoom meetings every other
week so that the girls have at least been able to see each
other. The sessions run for 30 or 40 minutes and we have been
trying hard to make sure that we still cover some of the
activities which would enable everyone to complete their
badges.
We have explored different ways of expressing ourselves – for
example, through performance – and we have learnt a little bit
about how to use the sign language Makaton to teach a song
which can be understood by people who have difficulty
communicating.
More recently the Rainbows enjoyed an online scavenger hunt.
They were sent off to find a few items in each of the colours of
the rainbow and then had to lay them out in a rainbow pattern
before photographing them and then using their picture to
make a poster or thank-you card for people in the community
– something which has been particularly poignant at this time!
As well as joining in with our organised activities, some of the
Rainbows have been busy completing interest badges at
home. I have really enjoyed looking at their efforts in all the
pictures that I have received on our unit Face Book page.
We are now looking forward to our last two sessions of the term,
particularly our end-of-year ‘virtual party’ which will definitely
be different!
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Rosie collected these items for
her rainbow scavenger hunt
Alice designed this Four Seasons
poster as part of her Nature Badge

Sophia’s poster shows what she enjoys about Rainbows
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Virtual URC Holiday Forum
21-23 August
Come and hear interesting speakers, have worship and
communion with friends, pray together, enjoy social times and
games and our famous pub quiz. Enjoy an agape meal and
feel free to just have some fun. Yes there are serious times too
but thisis a holiday with a difference that is open to YOU.
Holiday Forum has taken place yearly in Derbyshire but due to
the Corona virus Lawrence Moore (URC Walking the walk) has
gathered together with URC Rev’d Alastair Smeaton from
Cumbria (he knows Michael Jackson well) as the worship
leader with puppets and lots of children’s activities.
There will also be an opportunity to meet and ask questions of
the Moderator of the General Assembly of the URC!
There is a small suggested charge for this of £25 for the virtual
weekend to cover expenses only, but if anyone wants to
virtually attend and cannot afford this, please register your
interest and you will still be welcome.
If you have never been to Holiday Forum this is a full
programme from Friday night to Sunday but of course you can
dip in and out of whatever takes your fancy. Please look at the
website www.urcholidayforum.org.uk for more details, it is very
attractive and eye catching.
Gaye
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New Reality, Same Mission
The URC are pleased and excited to announce the launch of a
new URC resource booklet ‘New reality, same mission: A
stimulus to renewed community engagement as we emerge
from the pandemic’: https://urc.org.uk/latest-news/3483-new-realitysame-mission-churches-encouragedto-renew-community-engagement-as-weemerge-from-the-pandemic

The resource is complementary to the Ready for the new
‘normal’ booklet produced last month by the URC Synod
Moderators, and uses questions in that paper as its startingpoint. It was put together by a small team from the Mission and
Discipleship departments, along with three CRCWs and Niall
Cooper, Director of Church Action on Poverty.
The booklet offers a process for exploring questions of
community presence and engagement and social justice in
the “new normal” and developing new priorities for mission and
ministry. Reflection is also invited about the kind of society and
economy that we want to rebuild after the pandemic. It
features examples of how churches around the UK are already
an active presence in their communities in many different
ways, and points to resources and organisations that can
provide advice and support.
The

booklet

can

be

downloaded

via

this

link:

https://urc.org.uk/images/Communications/docs/New-reality-sameMission.pdf.

Please would you kindly have a look at the booklet and where
appropriate, publicise and circulate it around your colleagues
and networks? The resource will be accompanied by some
conversation-starter videos and, in a few weeks, a webinar to
enable to discussion to continue.
Further details will be available at: https://urc.org.uk/samemission We hope it proves a useful resource for local
congregations and their members, and an encouragement as
we seek to discern how to use our time, resources and energies
to offer prophetic hope in uncertain and challenging times.
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Tools with a Mission
A short while ago I received a
phone call from someone in Park
URC who said they had a sewing
machine and wanted to donate
to Tools with a Mission. They had asked me for the details. I
thought that there may be others now having extra time to sort
out their sheds who also might have things to donate.
They particularly would like working sewing and knitting
machines, agricultural tools, builder’s tools, gardening tools,
electrical tools, plumbers tools, working power tools,
haberdashery items eg material, buttons, cotton thread, zips,
working IT equipment with windows 7. Along with Bibles (not
King James)
The contact to drop these off to is Peter@graysfarm in
Wokingham but you do have to email him first to ask when it
would be convenient
Alternatively there is Richard in Wallingford
who would also need to be contacted first.

posts@twam.uk

If you want to read about their wonderful work click on the link
at www.twam.uk/happystories
Gaye Rees
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Worship in Cyber Church
Challenges, opportunities & debates.
A new book: Price: £15.00 to cover
cost. Postage and packaging: £4.00.
Contact: worshipincc@gmail.com
With the variety of worship activities taking place in our
churches and congregations, it was a tremendous sadness
when all faced a new kind of problem in the first quarter of
2020. The problem was a virus, commonly referred to as Covid19. The only practical preventive measure recommended by
scientists was for people to cease meeting with anyone outside
of their family, leading to closure of churches and activities.
“Hence, the timely production of this book by Dr Phebe Mann,
Dr David Wong and friends, who have long appreciated the
value and potential of online technology for worship, fellowship
and mission. In the chapters which follow, the authors and
contributors offer insight, guidance and pointers on what online
technology is doing to our experience of worship and
fellowship, what this means for our faith and how we can
engage with this more meaningfully.” Simon Peters (Walking
the Way Project Manager, URC).
The book caters for most readers interested in some aspects of
worship in the life of their churches. The authors discuss
importance of worship in the life of the church. With many
accounts of how churches responded to lockdown, the book
provides insights on renewed meanings on how we love
despite the distance, and how churches also use existing
strategies to maintain care and fellowship with their
congregation.
Two chapters are devoted to developing suitable methods for
“worship in real-time” and “worship using videos”. Many of us
have been very patient to make them work! Pre-recorded, or
real-time recording, of services act as witness accounts to our
faith.
David & Phebe
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A Selection of Alan’s Thoughts for the Day
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Amen
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