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The Church is Open - Online!
Our building may be shut but the
church is still open online.
If you want to join us online then
please visit our website - all the links
to our Zoom sessions are there.
The main links are:
Sunday Morning Service at 10:30am click here to join
Ignite service on Sunday evening at 7:00pm click here to join
Wednesday Morning Prayers at 10:00am click here to join
If you don’t have a PC or Smart Phone you are able to join our
services from a normal phone just to hear what is happening.
From a standard mobile or landline, ring one of the following
numbers:




0203 051 2874
0203 481 5237
0203 481 5240

You will then be asked for a meeting ID…
For Sunday Morning service - enter 742 527 378 then press #
For Ignite at 7:00 pm - enter 426 136 890 then press #
For Wednesday Morning Prayers - enter 797 562 837 & press #
You may be asked for a personal ID just press # again. You will
then be in the meeting.
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Secretary’s Letter
Dear Friends,
We have been waiting for a long time, but it is great
news!
We have found a new Minister for Park & Hungerford.
As we are living in quite different times at the moment we
haven’t been able to pursue this in the “normal” URC way.
Having had to postpone the
supposed to have taken place
Addo lead our on-line worship
10th May. After the service we
questions to Stephen.

Preach with a view that was
on the 5th April. Stephen Ansajoined with Hungerford on the
had the opportunity of putting

Park and Hungerford were then able to express their opinion to
Rev David Downing, out interim Moderator. Following this David
was able to inform the Area Pastoral Committee that both
Churches would like the committee to place Stephen with us
as an Interim Minster.
The Committee will be meeting to approve this on the 23rd
June. Stephen has to finish at College and arrangements have
to be made to provide a Manse.
Stephen will probably be joining us in September. We look
forward to being able to welcome Stephen and his wife
Temitola (Tolu) to our fellowship.
Meanwhile back at Park we have taken advantage of the
empty building and gone ahead with the agreed projects. The
plans to swap the Church Office and the Creche are well
underway and hope to be finished next week or early the
week after.
We have also had the inside of the Church redecorated. It is
still the same colour scheme but now looks so much brighter
and cleaner. When we are able to get back into the building I
am sure you will all appreciate the difference.
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As you are aware we have been having all our services and
meetings via Zoom since the lock down. We have learnt so
much over the last few weeks of how to use this technology.
Now sharing screens playing live music and even joining in with
interactive games are all part of our worship.
I am also so pleased that since Stephen’s service when
Hungerford URC joined us
for the first time they have
continued to join us and take part in the services. I had not
expected this, doesn’t God work in wonderful ways during time
of adversity.
I think we have seen this in so many aspects of our lives at the
moment. There seems to be so much more consideration for
each other. We have even got to know our neighbours during
the Thursday claps. Even when I go out for a walk people
always seem to smile and say “Hello”.
Although I know things have been difficult for people I also
know that God has not and will not leave us.
For the last 3 years I have kept on my mind the quotation from
Jeremiah 229:11
“For I know the plans I have for you”, declares the Lord,
“Plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to
give you hope and a future”.
Those plans are starting to come together. We must continue
to hold on to our faith to help us through these days.
God will not leave us, sometime it is hard to feel his presence
but He Is There. He will never let us go.
Roger.
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Church Family News
On Pentecost Sunday we celebrated the birthday of the
church and gave thanks that we, as two congregations, are
still able to meet and worship together as we look forward to
an exciting future for the pastorate. We ask for God’s blessing
on the wider church.
We send our love and congratulations to Amy Weston, who
celebrated her 21st birthday on Wednesday May 20th. We ask
for God’s blessing on Amy as she continues her university
studies, and also on Robert and Suzy and the rest of the family.
We continue to pray for everyone who is affected in any way
by the coronavirus outbreak, remembering particularly those in
our own congregations who are elderly, vulnerable, or anxious.
We pray for those of our members and friends who work in the
NHS or in other essential services; for teachers, pupils, and
others who may be returning to work or to school; and for
families who may be worried about loved ones.
For any who may be grieving we ask particularly for God’s
blessing and peace, and for those faced daily with difficult
decisions we ask for God’s guiding hand.
We were pleased to hear from Simon Carter, who sends
greetings to everyone at Park – although we were sorry to hear
that Simon’s mother died in March and we pray for Simon at
this time.
We pray for all who are affected by ill-health, recovering from,
or receiving treatment.
We give thanks that Lynne Curtis, although not completely
symptom-free, has now tested negative for the coronavirus
and is able to return to work.
We also pray in particular for one of our Brownies, who is now
home, having been in hospital with a bacterial infection of the
heart; and for Julia Marsh, who recently received eye
treatment at the RBH and has heard that the treatment has
been successful.
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We have been asked by Fiona from Hungerford to pray for a
lady called Philomena Lucas and for her son Nathan.
Philomena, who has underlying health problems, is suffering
from covid-19 and has been in the ICU of Watford Hospital for 5
weeks. The situation does not look good and we ask that God
may bless Philomena and all those who love her or are
concerned at this difficult time.
We pray for Linda Adkins, that the Holy Spirit may remain close
to her at this time of isolation, and for all who are struggling with
the loneliness of being unable to see their friends and families.
We remember Jane and Mark Bennett as Mark is facing
another setback; and we also pray for Andrea Dewing, Dave
and Jenny Jones, Hilary Campbell, and Thelma Butler.
Lord, in your mercy ……. Hear our Prayer
Carrie
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Black Lives Matter Reflection
Why should they experience brutality in the hands of the
police? Why should they experience injustice from the justice
system? Why experience inequality and racism in the
classroom and in all work settings? Why are they affected the
most in the face of Covid-19 pandemic?
Is it by choice to be born black? Yes, there were slaves. Yes,
they continue to be oppressed. Yes, it has been happening for
centuries. Alas they are growing in numbers and intellectually
Brutalities, injustices, inequalities and racism will not contain
them. Black lives are part of the universe, they are not going
anywhere. Black lives cannot remain in their station, who has a
right to define their station?
Their empowerment cannot be stopped. Change is inevitable;
it is happening and will continue happening. The kind support
from their brown and white friends cannot go unnoticed.
Sympathy is not enough, help them bring about change with
actions, talents and imaginations.
Black, brown or white we are all made in the image of God,
Genesis 1:26-27. Let us live together peacefully and
respectfully. May God teach us to love one another.
To the black, brown and white lives, your mental wellbeing
matters too. A break from news and social media can bring
some reprieve.
Wonderful reflections
from Rev Zaidi Orr
and
Rev
David
Jonathan can also
help
our
mental
wellbeing at this time
of Black Lives Matter demonstrations and Covid-19 pandemic.
These are found on the URC website: https://urc.org.uk/searcharticle?articleid=1933
Enala Bhebhe
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Letters
Geoff Cornell - After Sheila’s death we became closer with
Geoff as he joined our Friday afternoon Bible study. He was
encouraged to join the group by Alastair Clark who attended
with Ruth who still does.
His knowledge of the Bible was a great help and his friendliness
and easy manner meant he fitted in so well and we all
became friends. He was always there early to put out the
chairs and offer lifts as travelling became more difficult for
some members.
Our friendship further deepened as Geoff had been a
caravanner for years with Sheila and then changed to a
motorhome which we have as well. We then exchanged many
happy times discussing sites or where we had been or were
going on short trips.
We shared family worries and concerns about grandchildren
and it was easy to pray together. He was extremely pleased to
become an Elder at Park and his thoughtful and wise
approach to problems will be sadly missed.
Geoff, we will miss your sense of humour, your smile and the
deep Christian love you extended to all.
Gaye and Ray Rees
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‘We are here for You’ – The Park Assistance Fund
Dear Friends,
As you will remember, last month we set up a financial
assistance scheme to help members and adherents through
this extraordinary time.
I am pleased to report that we have had a good response
from members who have contributed to the scheme. I am also
pleased to let you know that we have already been able to
offer help within our church fellowship, and we still have funds
remaining.
The scheme is to offer immediate financial support in the form
of an interest free loan of up to £1000, which can be repaid
over the next few months or years (we do not want to put
people under more pressure).
We are hoping that this will form a bridge of support whilst
people sort out other forms of financial support or work
opportunities and life slowly returns to normal.
We do not need to know any extensive details about your
situation,
so
please
contact
me
in
confidence,
ygayford@gmail.com , if you think we can help.
We are here to help if we can.
God Bless
Yvette Gayford Treasurer
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Prayer: an Illustrated Guide.
Imagine you want to pray for
your friend in The Royal Berks,
facing a life or death battle.
What do you say? God, having
made the World, knows exactly
your friend’s condition. You do
not need to say much.
We can say a few things. It is like
telling a friend your concerns
about something. They probably
already
knowthey
have
listened to you before! But, also,
it is not a proper friendship if we do not listen to them as well.
And so it is with God in prayer.
Sometimes we think we have no answer. Sometimes this is
because the answer is, “if you are so concerned about your
friend, have you visited, or sent a card or contacted their
family?”
But a friendship will not last if we are always turning up with our
demands. So it is with God. What relationship can be just a
dumping ground for our worries?
In the lockdown many of us are
under unbearable pressure
and find meditation, selfhypnosis or positive thinking
recommended. These can be
helpful techniques.
The priest and the Levite on the
road to Damascus could have used them to calm themselves,
quell their anxieties passing through bandit country, or focus on
the positive beautiful countryside rather than the injured
traveller beside it.
But prayer comes with a big cross shaped plus: we journey like
the Good Samaritan with a Friend who shares our burdens as
we struggle to help the person in need.
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And why do we not want to stop and listen to God? Because,
confronted by the Presence of the
Creator of the Universe, we feel this
spotlight on ourselves.
Why am I always thinking of that
fast car/ latest soap series/ whether
I have brought the washing in when
I am pretending to be solely
concerned with my friend in
hospital or the wonder of God.
Just like an onion, as we peel of the
top layer, we can start to cry. And
there may be many more layers we
would not like to see…
BUT, God knows us through and through, just like He knows
everything about our friend AND in the Greatness of His Love,
he accepts us all. ALL the layers, even the ones that make us
weep.
Prayer

can

look

complicated,

and

often it is made
complicated, like
some code with
emojis instead of
proper words and
one has to guess.
But really it is
simple. It is about
coming into the
presence of the
Love
of
God,
speaking, but also
listening as a friend, and accepting, accepting the Love of
God- and doing something for one’s friend in hospital we told
God we were so concerned about.
Alan Holmes
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Transform Reading
The leaders of the community of Christian churches,
organisations and individuals, who have been working
together as Reading Christian Network for more than 20 years,
are seeking to step up to the challenges of a new era through
prayer, unity and mission in all its forms, and in all spheres of life.
They have a common vision to see Reading transformed by the
love and power of Jesus, deepening and broadening our unity
across as much of the spectrum of churches and social action
agencies as possible.
Hence the change of name to Transform Reading.
The Transform Reading website will be on
www.transformreading.org.uk
We are linked to and learning from a growing number of towns
and cities in the UK and globally where the church is coming
together like never before to be a transformative presence in
personal, community and civic life at all levels.

Yeldall Manor’s Ride for Recovery
Yeldall Manor’s Ride for Recovery is to raise funds towards the
Good Samaritan Bursary to help many men have a life-saving
chance to address their drug or alcohol addictions, will not
take place this year. However, people can still join in.
You can ride (or walk, or run) the distance of your choice,
either outside or in your own home if you have an exercise bike
or treadmill.
We are starting on 6th June, the date we would have held the
ride, but are giving you all week. So if you want to cycle 100
miles (or more?) over the week, you can. Because the time
and duration are up to you, all the family can take part too, in
whatever way suits them, and it's open to people all over the
world!
As always, you can support the Bursary Fund either through
donations and/or sponsorship on JustGiving. To join or for more
info, please email; suehedger@yeldall.org.uk
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Christian Community Action
Christian Community Action is providing an emergency service
to vulnerable people and those facing severe disadvantage
and poverty.
This is being done with a mobile van service that is contactable
by email at response@ccam.org.uk We are working with
Readifood, the Red Cross as well as RBC and RVA to provide a
joined-up service across the Reading area.
If you know of anybody in need of help that is unable to use a
computer please do let us know on their behalf. We are
screening each request as we are only able to provide for
those in most need at this difficult time. We are able to signpost
people to the other agencies as well.
As CCA is largely funded by the sales of donated items through
our shops, we are currently facing serious financial difficulties
ourselves and would gratefully appreciate your help. If you
would like to provide a financial contribution to help us keep
going please contact mail@ccam.org.uk or visit the donate
page on our website.
We are now running low on stock of some basic items.
Unfortunately we don't have the space to take other items but
for now this is what we desperately need:





Double bed bases and mattresses
Small dining tables and chairs
Single wardrobes
Chests of drawers

To help us to socially distance we need to be able to collect
the items from the doorstep. Items can be partially dismantled
if need be e.g. bed bases can be dismantled into sections, not
necessarily down to individual pieces.
To donate, please email response@ccam.org.uk
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Reading Prayer Ministry Networking Evening
Friday 12 June - 7:30 – 9:30 pm
Networking, encouragement and equipping for prayer ministry
teams – in the church and on the streets.
Objectives







Build a network for prayer ministry in Reading.
Have ministry teams ready for town-wide events.
Equip (this would have been the focus of the training
day). I don’t see prayer ministry just for church, it is for
praying on the street, and a lifestyle of praying for
people in workplace etc.
Learn from each other's experience of evangelism and
street ministry.
Seek what new thing God wants us to do in this time.

Programme






Worship
Breakout groups for networking
Updates:
o Steve Olney (Vineyard) - HOTS
o Yinca Oyecan - update on the Turning
o Nick and Gill Beard (Greyfriars) - Prayer Stop
o Simon Bird (Wycliffe) – Prayer Cafe
o Tim Humphry (Christchurch Tunbridge Wells and
New Wine) – keynote
Pray for equipping – breakout groups

Invitation to Zoom meeting.
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88541729169
Meeting ID: 885 4172 9169 Password: rgpm
Contact Simon Bird 07547424246 simonbirdts@gmail.com
Simon
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Daily Hope
Daily Hope offers music, prayers and reflections as well as full
worship services from the Church
of England at the end of a
telephone line.
It is available through any
phone. Justin Welby talks
here and there is option to
listen to hymns, readings
and encouraging messages
which might sustain many
who have do not have
access to technology.
The telephone number is 0800 804 8044.

CAP Money Course online
Online Christians Against Poverty Money Course, this is a free
one day course to teach you budgeting skill and to help you to
manage your money more effectively.
The course is on the 8th July from 10:30 - 15:30 with a break for
lunch.
This is an online course. Details of how to join the course along
with how to download the course guide and other material will
be sent prior to the course.
For more details or to register contact:
George Mullen tel 07795 424714
or email georgemullen@capuk.org or you can contact CAP
directly on 0800 328 0006
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Park Guides Update from Nicola
Since lockdown started we have carried on
our Guide Meetings online. This has been a
learning curve for all of us but we are
managing to make it work, we usually have
at least half of our unit attending.
We have worked towards the Period Poverty Badge - this is
something the Guides wanted to do after thinking about how
we can improve the world around us and learning more about
periods in general.
We have also made reusable bags out of t-shirts, held a quiz,
told each other terrible jokes, made paper aeroplanes and
learnt how to surf on a towel!!
Over bank holiday weekend we held a virtual "camp at home"
where we joined in with Girlguiding's "Adventures at home
festival". Activities included putting up tents/making dens,
making s'mores over tealights and joining in with an online
campfire as well as completing part of the "Be prepared"
badge.
During lockdown we have had a number of badges
completed by a few of the guides outside of the meeting time





Audrey - Upcycling & Confectionery
Lucy - Confectionery
Edie - Confectionery
Clara - Skills for my future Skills builder stage 3

I am just a little sad that I didn't get to taste some of their makes
for the confectionery badge - there were scones, honeycomb,
pavlova and many varieties of cake made!!
Some of the Guides also celebrated VE day with some
challenges that we gave them - Making a proper pot of tea
and scones and enjoying an afternoon tea.
We have also been applauding the NHS every week during our
meetings to show our appreciation of all keyworkers that are
doing such an amazing job during lockdown.
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Some of our guides also joined in with Earley guides to make
"Thinking of you" cards which were sent to Trefoil Guild
members and members of the community.
We can't wait to get back to the Church to have our proper
meetings, but for now we are still managing to have fun and
learning new things along the way
Nic, 30th Reading/Park Guides

A Christian Quiz of Five Rounds
This is a well-constructed quiz in which the questions for each
round start off easy and slowly get harder.
This quiz can be done on your own, or against one other
person, or it can be used for teams.
Go to www.obt.org.uk and click on ‘Free Downloads’. Then
click on ‘Unpublished Booklets’ and it is first on the list.
Enjoy it.
Michael Penny
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Good or Bad 2020?
Every cloud has a silver lining That’s how the saying goes.
So what of Coronavirus,
A thing that no one knows?
It’s hard for those who live alone,
Or up in high rise flats
With an abusive partner,
With kids or twenty cats.
But good has come in certain ways,
There is no doubt of that.
Our pace of life has slowed right down We now have time to chat.
Many jobs that had piled up
And could not be achieved,
We find we now have time to do
And I am much relieved.
Families eat together now,
Mum and Dad have time to play.
So let’s remember what we’ve learnt
And treasure each new day.
Elizabeth Knox
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‘Thoughts for the Day’
A selection of Alan’s ‘Thoughts for the Day’…
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